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LOCAL NEWS 
Lee County enacts burn ban due to dry conditions 

Commissioners vote to ban outdoor burning as drought index reaches 637 out of 800 

(TY Fox 4) 

Lee County has enacted a burn ban for all unincorporated areas and municipalities 
effective immediately due to increasingly dry conditions throughout Southwest Florida. 
The Lee Board of County Commissioners voted to enact the ban at a regularly scheduled 
meeting January 20th, 2026. 

The county's ordinance bans "outdoor burning ignition sources," including campfires, 
bonfires and trash burning, fireworks. Grills for food are not included. 

Officials ask all county residents to be mindful of dry conditions and to use good judgment to mitigate 
potential for significant wildfires. 

For the county to enact a burn ban, certain conditions must be met, including a Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index (KBDI) that reached or exceeds a value of 600. Lee's index value was a mean average of 637 out 
of 800 Monday afternoon. 

This ban does not apply to prescribed burns authorized by the 
Florida Forest Service. 

All other South West Florida Counties initiated burn bans earlier. 

Southwest Florida experienced its sixth-driest year in 2025, with 
dry conditions continuing into 2026. 

IF YOU SMOKE, PLEASE DISPOSE OF YOUR BUTTS THOUGHTFULLY. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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2026 
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Burn bans: What you can and cannot do 

A small spark can go a long way in these dry conditions. 

(TY Fox 4- Katie Walls) 

Without significant rainfall, and cold fronts followed by 
dry air every 4 to 7 days, drought conditions across SWFL 
continue to worsen. Nearly every community with the 
exception of parts of Collier county are now in severe 
drought. 

“It’s important to note that in times when it’s super dry 
right now one tiny little spark can cause a potentially 
very danger fire,” explained Megan Price, the new Public 
Education and Information Officer for Lehigh Acres Fire 
Control and Rescue District. 

A little spark is exactly what happened on Tuesday afternoon in Lehigh Acres, when a 3.5-acre fire was 
sparked accidentally by construction equipment. Because it was in a residential area, Price says it was 
all hands-on deck to ensure no one was in harm’s way. 

That fire happened just hours after Lee County issued an official Burn ban, the final county in 
Southwest Florida to enact the ban. 

“Right now all of Lee County is under a burn ban. Any burning is a no go. Absolutely no burning of any 
kind outside right now is allowed. That includes yard debris and even recreational fires. And that burn 
ban is in effect until further notice,” said Price. 

Grilling, however, is okay, so long as there is a cover with no open flame. 

Price says that for those who choose to ignore the bans, expect monetary fines. Should a fire get out of 
hand, any damage and firefighting costs could also be charged. 

Bottom line, be cautious and stay vigilant. If you see smoke, don’t hesitate to call 911. With these dry 
conditions, any spark could quickly ignite and spread. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hendry County increases fees for burn ban violations 
Hendry County residents who violate the burn ban could face fines of $500 for the first offense and 
$2,500 for subsequent offenses. At the Jan. 13 meeting of the Hendry County Commissioners, County 
Attorney Matt Raulerson explained the change to the ordinance increased the fines for burn ban 
violations from $100 to $500 for the first offense and $2,500 for any subsequent offense. 

The ordinance authorizes enforcement by fire departments, the Hendry County Code Enforcement 
Office and the Hendry County Sheriff’s Office.                                                 ( TY Okeechobee News-Katrina Elsken ) 
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ALVA’s NEW HIGH SCHOOL STILL RAISES 
LOCAL COMMENT 

The following email was shared by ALVA INC the first week of January 

-------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Sandra Pavelka <sandrapavelka.fl@gmail.com> 

Date: Sat, Jan 3, 2026, at 11:04 AM 

Subject: HIGH PRIORITY - Preservation of natural habitat of Joel site 

To: <armordp@leeschools.net>, <WilliamFRi@leeschools.net>, <samueljf@leeschools.net>, 
Giovannelli, Melisa <MelisaWG@leeschools.net>, Jordan, Debbie <DebbieJ@leeschools.net>, 
<jadanfl@leeschools.net>, <VanessaMC@leeschools.net>, <superintendent@leeschools.net> 

Cc: ALVA Inc <alvainc.fl@gmail.com> 

Dr. Carlin, Chair Persons, and School Board Members, 

Our Alva community is deeply upset and profoundly disappointed by the school board’s decision to 
approve the Joel site. This natural habitat, one of the last truly pristine spaces in our community, will 
result in irreversible loss and damage by this decision. Anyone who has visited this remarkable 
property understands its value, its beauty, and what stands to be lost. The environmental impact to 
this cherished natural space will be permanent. 

There remains a critical opportunity to lead with conservation. Respectfully and urgently, I implore you 
to preserve as many of the natural trees, native plants, and surrounding wildlife areas as possible, 
within the property and along its perimeter. Preserving a significant portion of the natural trees and 
native habitat will demonstrate respect for the community’s rural character, values, and commitment 
to environmental responsibility. 

I welcome a meeting to gather Alva community leaders, residents, and school board representatives to 
provide input and support planning solutions that protect the habitat and landscape while moving the 
project forward. Thank you for your consideration. It matters greatly to our community. 

Dr. Sandra Pavelka 

Sandra Pavelka, Ph.D. 

Community & Restorative Justice & Associates https://drsandrapavelka.com/ 

Dr. Sandra Pavelka FGCU https://www.fgcu.edu/directory/spavelka 

Expert File https://newsroom.fgcu.edu/profile/?expert=sandra.pavelka 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Habitat for Humanity 2026 Women Build initiative 

Sponsorship opportunities available for 16th season 

(TY Lake Okeechobee NEWS) 

Habitat for Humanity of Lee and Hendry Counties will host its 2026 
Women Build Kickoff Party on March 2 at The Forest Country Club in 
Fort Myers, marking the start of its 16th season dedicated to 
empowering women through homeownership. 

Each year, Women Build brings together women and men to support 
safe, decent homes for female-led families in Lee and Hendry 

counties. This annual campaign raises funds for local home-building efforts to help women and their 
families, partnering with Habitat for affordable homeownership. Habitat’s fundraising goal is $500,000 
for the 2026 Women Build season. 

Since 2011, Women Build in Lee and Hendry counties has partnered with 31 female-headed families to 
build strength and stability for their children through local fundraising and volunteer efforts. Last year, 
nearly 80% of Habitat’s future homeowners were female-led households. 

Sponsorship opportunities for the 16th annual Women Build season are available, with sponsor levels 
starting at $5,000. Sponsorship benefits include engagement opportunities with the Women Build 
program and recognition through public relations, digital marketing and social media. To learn more, 
contact VP of Resource & Development Cece Willis at CeceW@Habitat4Humanity.org or 239-652-1691. 

Tickets for the Kickoff Party will be available for purchase as the event approaches, which begins at 6 
p.m. on Monday, March 2 at The Forest Country Club in Fort Myers. 

For more information about Women Build or how to get involved, visit 
Habitat4Humanity.org/WomenBuild. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Glades County has started the 
construction of the new Muse 

Community Association pavilion  
 

Thanks to Paul Carlisle, county manager,  and our 
commissioners for their approval. 
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Manatees at risk from cold, pollution and herbicides 
(TY Lake Okeechobee News-Katrina Elsken) 

Manatee deaths are on the rise again in Florida, according to data released by 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). According to FWC 
data, 628 manatee deaths were reported in 2025 in Florida, compared to 556 in 
2024 and 546 in 2023. 

Florida manatee deaths peaked in 2021 with 1,086 manatees dying that year and 
dropped to 787 in 2022. 

In 2025, many of the dead manatees were not necropsied – 232 of the carcasses were not recovered -- 
so cause of death was not determined. Many of the manatee deaths were very young with 135 
reported perinatal manatee deaths. Watercraft collisions were responsible for 97 manatee deaths in 
2025 in Florida, compared to 96 deaths in 2024. 

Cold stress killed more than twice as many manatees in 2025, with 33 cold stress deaths reported, than 
in 2024, with 14 cold stress deaths. Manatees experience cold stress when water temperatures fall 
below 68 degrees Fahrenheit. During cold weather, they seek warmer waters near natural springs, 
which stay a constant 70 degrees year-round. Manatees also gather near power plants to enjoy the 
warm water from the outflows. 

Accidents with boat locks or flood gates killed 9 manatees in 2025, down from 17 deaths in 2024. 

Lack of food continues to stress Florida manatees in the Indian River Lagoon, where nutrient pollution 
feeds the “brown tide” algae that shade out the sea grass.  The state continues efforts to remove 
septic tanks near waterways to reduce the nutrient load in runoff. 

A University of Florida study published in February 2025 found glyphosate, a commonly used herbicide, 
may threaten manatee health. The researchers found that glyphosate can reduce immune cell activity 
by more than 27.3%, potentially compromising the threatened species’ ability to fend off disease. 

Glyphosate is one of the chemicals FWC vendors spray into Florida lakes and waterways to control the 
spread of invasive non-native plants. In 2025, one manatee death was reported in Hendry County; 
three in Okeechobee County; and seven in Glades County. 

The manatee deaths in Hendry County were on Oct. 31, in the Caloosahatchee River, with 
undetermined cause. The carcass was not necropsied. 

Editor’s note: Reported deaths in Lee County: 

Manatee deaths in Lee County, Florida, including the Caloosahatchee River area, were high in 2025, 
with reports indicating Lee County was among the hardest-hit areas, facing issues primarily from boat 
strikes and water quality. While statewide figures showed an increase, Lee County stood out, recording 
over 100 deaths by late 2025, with many attributed to watercraft collisions, though many cases (over 
50%) lacked definitive necropsy results. 
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Lee County Totals: Over 100 deaths (e.g., 113 recorded by early 
Jan 2026). 

Statewide Totals: Over 600 deaths. 

Primary Causes: Boat strikes were a leading cause in Lee County, 
with reports also highlighting water quality issues and pollution 
(like red tide/algal blooms) as underlying factors affecting 
seagrass. 

Unusual Mortality Events: While not a declared event like 2021, the numbers in Lee County were 
concerning, with many deaths occurring in Pine Island Sound and Matlacha Pass.  

Specific Incidents in the Caloosahatchee: 

One early 2025 record noted a manatee death on the Caloosahatchee River near Moore Haven due to 
"Human Related: Other" causes, indicating human interaction.  

Ongoing Concerns: 

Boaters were urged to slow down and obey speed zones. 

Environmental advocates pointed to nutrient pollution from agricultural runoffs (like from Lake 
Okeechobee down the Caloosahatchee) fueling harmful algal blooms, which starve manatees of 
seagrass. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lee County Domestic Animal Services' website facing issues 
affecting adoption services 

(TY WINK NEWS) 

Lee County Domestic Animal Services has faced technical issues 
affecting the adoptable and lost pet sections on its website this 
past month. Other shelters using the same software are also 
experiencing this problem. 

The shelter encourages individuals searching for a missing pet to 
visit in person. All stray hold times will be extended during the 
outage. 

Lee County Domestic Animal Services apologized for any inconvenience and expressed appreciation for 
the community's patience and understanding in a Facebook post. 

The website's portal can be used daily, even while the website sections are offline. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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(TY East Lee County News-The Roar-James Kennedy) 
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Canadian tourists' decline impacts Florida's Gulf Coast 
(TY Gulf Coast News-Dave Elias) 

The migration of Canadian tourists to Florida's Gulf Coast has slowed 
considerably over the past year, impacting the local rental market and 
prompting some seasonal residents to sell their homes. Fewer Canadian flags 
are seen along the Gulf Coast as many Canadians have decided to put their 
homes up for sale. 

Cheryl Urquhert, a seasonal resident since 2010, expressed her frustration, 
saying, "With this situation of the leadership with the USA and the way they 
treat Canadians, we're not valued at all." This sentiment has led her to put 
her North Fort Myers home on the market. 

"I'm not ready to go, but I feel like we're being forced to go," Urquhert said. 

New data from the Florida Convention and Visitors Bureau indicates a 15% decrease in Canadian 
visitors to the U.S. Phil James, a Canadian who visits yearly, noted that many are visiting discreetly due 
to trade tensions. 

"If you go down and your neighbors know you were in Florida, 
you might want to try and keep it secret because of the trade 
tensions," he said. 

The decline in Canadian tourists is affecting the Florida rental 
market. 

Dorit Dormayer, a top Florida property management 
specialist, observed, "We have Canadian guests who stopped 
renting after last winter." Despite this, the Florida Visitors and Convention Bureau reports a slight 
increase in overall tourism compared to last year. 

Dormayer also noted a decrease in European bookings for the summer, saying, "I have talked to a lot of 
colleagues in Cape Coral who are seeing the same." 

The market now relies more on U.S. travelers to visit the Sunshine State. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

February 

14th 2026 
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TY East Lee County News-The Roar-Katrina Salokar) 
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Contributing Columnists  

--------------------------------------- 
FROM THE CALUSA WATERKEEPER… 

                                                                                             Lawrence Scrabis, captscrabs68@gmail.com 

Blue-green Algae (Cyanobacteria) 
Cyanobacteria is one of the oldest types of lifeforms on Earth and is found primarily in freshwater 
systems. There are thousands of species of cyanobacteria, and many are known to produce a variety of 
toxins.  

Cyanobacteria is a photosynthetic microorganism that processes sunlight, nitrogen and phosphorous 
to live. They can regulate their position in the water column for optimal light and thrive in warm, 
nutrient-rich fresh or brackish water with low turbulence. 

Microcystis and Anabaena are two of the most common cyanobacteria found in estuarine systems 
today. These bacteria are known to produce cyanotoxins dangerous to humans and animals. 
Microcystin and Anatoxin are classes of hepatotoxin and neurotoxin, affecting the liver and brain, 
respectively.  

Human and animal exposure to Cyanotoxins comes in three primary forms of contact: 

Dermal contact, Inhalation or aspiration from aerosolized surface water, Ingestion 

Recently, a growing field of study is focusing on BMAA (beta-Methylamino-L-alanine), which is an 
amino acid produced by cyanobacteria. BMAA is a “slower working” toxin that has been linked to 
potentially terminal neurodegenerative disorders such as Alzheimer’s, ALS and Parkinson’s disease in 
humans. 

Calusa Waterkeeper is particularly interested in examining the 
potential human health risks from chronic cyanobacteria 
exposure in Southwest Florida and we are uniquely situated as 
an organization to do so.                                                     

When a potentially harmful algae bloom appears, it is typical to 
try and first identify the dominant species. For certain 
cyanobacteria and dinoflagellates, we are sometimes able to 
identify species microscopically or ask affiliates at SCCF 

Franklin Lock Algae, 2018 
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(Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation) or FGCU (Florida Gulf Coast University) for assistance in 
identification. 

Having an idea of what you want to test for is important, because 
the effort and costs for assessment of multiple toxins can add up 
quickly. When we deem that a test for cyanotoxins is prudent, we 
solicit a third-party lab for that analysis. Results are usually returned 
within 3 days to a week, depending on the assay, and there is a fee 
for determining each species or type of toxin. 

Monitoring the air for toxins related to harmful algal blooms is 
essentially a brand-new field of study. After the dreadful dual states-
of-emergency caused by blue green algae and red tide in Southwest 

Florida in 2018, several researchers became interested in performing air testing here, including some 
of our colleagues at Florida Gulf Coast University and Brain Chemistry Labs. Two of our original 
documentary series, Troubled Waters and Waterborne, explore aspects of this research. 

In 2021, we designed a novel device called ADAM (Aerosol 
Detector for Algae Monitoring), which is used to detect 
aerosolized cyanotoxins. Calusa Waterkeeper volunteers 
with experience in the engineering and medical research 
fields worked closely with John Cassani to develop and 
build three ADAM units from scratch. These are highly 
portable kits designed to capture air samples over 24-hour 
deployments. 

 

For more information about our impact programs, water quality, and our organization, please visit 
our website www.calusawaterkeeper.org. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Groundhog Day 

February 2, 2026 
 

AAd Hoc Water Testing 
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The COLORADO CORNER 
For a taste of nature that does not thrive at near sea level this new OTR column comes 
from wildlife photographer James DeWalt, our son, who has lived in his 9,000 ft high 
village of Nederland, Colorado for over 25 years. He is an avid wildlife and nature 
photographer, and we thank the MOUNTAINEER, his local newspaper, for allowing us to 
share some of his articles which he creates for them. 

 

Lords of Winter 

A glimpse into the winter life of elk 

Rocky Mountain National Park-Light snow falls from the sky into the woodland clearing as the day’s remaining 
sun makes its way through the somber, gray clouds slowly drifting over the peaks above.  A frigid breeze gently 
blows across the treetops, causing the creak of lower trunks and branches rubbing together to create a rhythmic 
tune.  In the distance a lone woodpecker drums its cadence in search of a meal, and the cry of a gray jay makes 
for a lone lyric in the collective music of nature as it heads back to its nesting shelter for the night. 

As this subtle symphony carries through the forest, the sound of a snapping twig breaks the mesmerizing 
enchantment, then another, and then once more.  A slow but steady crunch of snow is discerned, just barely 
audible through the music.  Not the heavy step of a booted foot, but the patient, methodical movement of 
beings who have intimately known this forest as home for time eternal.  One by one, a small band of bull elk 
enters the snow-blanketed glade and spreads out for a late afternoon meal that will carry them through the long 
night ahead. 

Winter living in the mountains is no easy task, even for a creature seemingly well accustomed to it such as our 
majestic elk.  While herds often tend to migrate to lower elevations for the season, some prefer to keep to the 
higher country above the foothills.  This is more often the case for the small bachelor herds that break off from 
the main group after the fall rut.  

Migrations tend to be spurned by a need for ample food supplies more than a general escape from the harsher 
climates higher up. If there is ample food available, there isn’t as much of a need to head down the mountain.   

When the smaller summer herds of females, babies and yearlings gather for the rut, they tend to remain in that 
larger group throughout the winter along with the herd bulls.  This larger grouping can sometimes hold numbers 
in the hundreds.  With a population of that size, mountain living becomes far less sustainable, ultimately forcing  

 

 

a move that can sometimes take them to the very base of the foothills and the far less snowy grasslands at the 
edge of the plains. 
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Bachelor herds typically consist of far lower numbers, usually 
around a dozen or so, but occasionally gathering as many as 
20-30 or more bulls of varying age.  I’ve had the pleasure of 
spending time with some larger groups as they wintered 
around the ranch pastures on the outskirts of Estes Park.  
Locally, I have only seen the smaller groupings, and those 
sightings tend to be rare. 

Those that stay don’t tend to wander far in a given day.  
Survival in the wild is reliant upon conservation of energy.  
With winter food sources being scarce, long-distance travel 
would consume far too much of the energy necessary to stay 
alive. 

These herds can often be found near larger mountain meadows in valleys or smaller glades in the higher slopes.  
If the snow is not too deep, they will use their antlers to dig down to the grass below.  While not rich in nutrients 
like the lush growth of spring and summer, anything helps.  When grass is unreachable, they will turn to pine 
needles and twigs and even bark for sustenance. 

The clearings of meadows and glades also provide a source of warmth during the daylight hours, a place to soak 
in whatever sunlight they may as they graze.  If conditions are good enough, they might even enjoy an afternoon 
bed for an hour or so. If snow is deep, they will remain close to the forest edge, as a trudge too far out into a 
larger meadow may consume too much energy.  They also tend to keep the forest close, retreating to the trees 
as the cover provides shelter from the oft brutal nightly winter winds.  

When I spend time with these beautiful creatures any time of the year, I am always in humble awe at their 
fortitude, knowing the conditions they endure to live in this mountain kingdom.  I am often reminded of a quote 
about them from one of my favorite naturalist authors, Craig Childs, in his book The Animal Dialogues: 

“The elk that you glimpse in the summer, those at the forest edge, are survivors of winter, only the strongest. 
You see one just before dusk that summer, standing at the perimeter of the meadow so it can step back to the 
forest and vanish. You can't help imagining the still, frozen nights behind it, so cold that the slightest motion is 
monumental. I have found their bodies, half drifted over in snow, no sign of animal attack or injury. Just toppled 
over one night with ice working into their lungs. You wouldn't want to stand outside for more than a few 
minutes in that kind of weather. If you lived through only one of those winters the way this elk has, you would 
write books about it. You would become a shaman. You would be forever changed. That elk from the winter 
stands there on the summer evening, watching from beside the forest. It keeps its story to itself.” 

For additional information about James DeWalt Photography, check out  
https://jamesdewaltphotography.com 

For additional information about James DeWalt Photography, check out  https://jamesdewaltphotography.com 

You may also visit Jame’s ETSY store: https://www.etsy.com/shop/JDeWaltPhotography 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://jamesdewaltphotography.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/JDeWaltPhotography


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 85, February 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 16 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

 

 

 

 

How to Encourage Quieter Voices in Your Meetings 
Every meeting has a few people who sit back, listen closely, and say almost nothing. They nod, take 
notes, maybe offer a comment after the meeting—but rarely speak up during the actual discussion. It’s 
easy to assume they’re shy or not interested. But often, they’re observing, reflecting, or waiting for 
space that never quite comes. 

In community groups, where we count on every voice to shape the work, helping quieter folks feel 
welcome to contribute is just as important as managing the over-talkers. 

Here are a few simple strategies to draw out the quieter voices in your group—without putting anyone 
on the spot: 

1. Ask for Written Input First 

Before opening the floor, give everyone a minute or two to write down their thoughts. Then invite 
people to share, starting with volunteers. This gives people time to think and lowers the pressure of 
responding “off the cuff.” 

2. Use Small Groups or Pairs 

Quieter folks often open up in smaller settings. Try using breakout groups or dyads to discuss a topic 
before coming back to the full group. Ask each group to share one insight, not a full report-out. 

3. Watch Your Wait Time 

After asking a question, pause for a full 5–7 seconds before filling the silence. It can feel awkward, but 
that short wait gives people time to gather their thoughts, especially those who think before they 
speak. 

4. Acknowledge Non-Verbal Contributions 

A smile, a nod, a note in the chat—these all count. Say things like, “I saw a lot of heads nodding—
anyone want to expand on that?” or “Looks like there’s agreement in the chat—can someone read a 
few comments out loud?” 

5. Follow Up Outside the Meeting 

Sometimes, people need time or a quieter channel to share. A simple email saying, “I noticed you were 
thoughtful during our meeting—anything you’d like to add now that you’ve had time to reflect?” can 
go a long way. 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 85, February 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 17 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

6. Create a Safe Environment 

Over time, people speak up more when they know their input is welcome and won’t be talked over. Set 
a tone of curiosity, not criticism. Celebrate contributions, even short ones, and don’t pressure people 
to perform. 

Remember: being quiet isn’t a flaw—it’s often a sign of deep thinking. The goal isn’t to make everyone 
talk the same amount. It’s to create enough space and safety for people to contribute in the ways that 
work for them. 

Author: Laurie Dougherty is a professional facilitator and trainer specializing in helping groups run 
more effective and engaging meetings. With years of experience in leadership training and community 
engagement, Laurie provides practical, easy-to-implement strategies to improve group discussions.  
Laurie has made Alva her home since 2021. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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BEST Grouper Sandwich 
Ingredients: 

Chipotle mayonnaise: 

 1/2 cup mayonnaise 

 2 teaspoons chipotle hot sauce 

 One and a half teaspoons fresh lemon juice 

 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 

 1/4 teaspoon ground chipotle chili pepper 

Two Sandwiches : 

1 tablespoon butter at room temperature 

Two gourmet buns 

3\4 teaspoon salt 

1/2 teaspoon black pepper 

2 (8 ounce) grouper fillets. 

Four Romaine or buttery lettuce leaves. 

Four thick tomato slices 

Directions 

For the mayonnaise, stir together all ingredients in a small bowl and refrigerate 30 minutes or up to a 
week. 

Heat a grill type pan over medium high heat. 
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For the sandwiches – butter the cut sides of the buns and place in pan and brown for one to two 
minutes 

Sprinkle salt and pepper all over the fish, rub to coat. Place in pan and cook over medium high until the 
fish is browned and flakes easily with a fork. This should take about three or four minutes per side. 

Lightly toast the buns if possible. 

Spread one to 2 tablespoons of the mayo onto the cut sides of the buns. On bottom half of buns, layer 
the lettuce, tomato and fish covered with the top half of the buns and serve.  

Enjoy! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

OK 

Sometimes its 
40 or below 

here. 

So what!? 
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The ALVA BOOKIE Book Review 
By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot GENTLY 
USED BOOK Store in Douglassville, Eastern PA, then sold it. The new owner changed the name and 
added new titles then added a second location, storehttps://starrbookstore.com/ 

Ramona retired along with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help 
others learn the joys of reading from helping to build the Children & Youth Library at Charleston 
Park 

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Theo of Golden by Allen Levi 

One spring morning, a stranger arrives in the small southern city of Golden.No one 
knows where he has come from.....or why.... 

His name is Theo. And he asks a lot more questions than he answers. 

Theo visits the local coffeehouse, where ninety -two pencil portraits hang on the walls, 
portraits of the people of Golden done by a local artist. He begins purchasing them, one 
at a time, and putting them back in the hands of their "rightful owners". With each 
exchange, a story is told, a friendship born, and a life altered . 

A story of grieving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is a beautifully crafted novel 
about the power of creative generosity, the importance of wonder to a purposeful life, and the 
invisible threads of kindness that bind us to one another. 

------------------------------------------------ 

A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell 

In 1942, the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: "SHE IS THE MOST 
DANGEROUS OF ALL ALLIED SPIES.  WE MUST FIND AND DESTROY HER". 

The target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who 
talked her way into Special Operations Executive, the spy organization 
dubbed Winston Churchill's "Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare". She 
became the first Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines - and 
despite her prosthetic leg - helped to light the flame of the French 
Resistance, revolutionizing secret warfare as we know it. 

It's a true breathtaking story of heroism, spy craft, triumph over 
adversity, and how one woman's fierce persistence helped win the war. 
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Please consider supporting our paid advertisers below with 
your business. They are supporting the mission of ON THE 
RIVER for you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Paid 
(Paid Ad – 12/26) 
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(Paid AD – 6/26) 

At this time, we are NOT scheduling any tours for the remainder of January and February 

due to a health situation that we are dealing with. 

As you know, we are a husband/wife owned and operated business and do not have a 

back-up Captain/Crew.  So, when a health situation arises, we have to step aside from 

providing tours to take care of personal matters. 

We apologize for the inconvenience and disappointment you may be feeling.  We do 

hope you will visit with us again in the future and wish you continued blessings. 

Kathy & Captain John Cookman 

Owners 
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(Paid Ad-5/26) 
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ALVA EVENTS And Services 

--------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC 
21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join   

Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401 

Info@AlvaFl.org    www.ALVAFL.org   NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community Center 

--------------------- 

ALVA INC MEETING NOTES, Jan 13, 2026 

Tentative date for the Alva Country Days Festival: 3/28/26 

 -Volunteers, Vendors, sponsors & donors contact:  
AlvaCountryDaysFestival@gmail.com 

New Alva High School is clearing some of their land. 

Alva Elementary/Middle School is working on expansion of parent’s pick up 
area. 

New Alva Baseball League has over 80 players for 7 teams so far. 

Alva Fire Dept & Division of Forestry has our area at drought index of 600.  
VERY close to a burn ban. Also, continue to conserve water. 

-President, Grant Fichter. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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ALVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER 

https://usshannahnsdar.org/ 
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The Alva 
Library 

Museum 
21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL 

33920 

Originally a public library built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers. 

The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc. 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm 

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at:  http://alvaflmuseum.com  

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ALVA GARDEN CLUB 

Each month we have special speakers presenting interesting and relevant 
information. We also plan field trips that enhance our knowledge and 

inspire good garden practices.  

Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still 
only $10 per person. We meet in the Alva 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall the 3rd 

Tuesday of each month at 1 pm. 

Everyone is welcomed to join or simply attend the 
meetings as guests!  

 

The 2026 

STRAWBERRY 
FESTIVAL 

Mark YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW!!! 

Saturday March  14, 2026 

     

           9am to 1pm  

       is only 2 ½ months away!!! 
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Alva Garden Club February Events: 

3: Edison-Ford Winter Estates Garden Class. Introduction to Florida Gardening, Part 2. (check 

EdisonFord.org website for more information.) 

3: FMLC Garden Council Natural Decorations Committee. 10 a.m.-noon. Garden Council, 2166 

Virginia. RSVP to 239-218-1905. 

4: Alva Garden Club Field Trip: Peace River Nature Cruise. $52 per person. Advance registration 

required. Please let Shari Hunt know if you are interested. 

7: Edison-Ford Winter Estates Garden Class. Introduction to Florida Gardening, Part 2. (check 

EdisonFord.org website for more information.) 

10: Strolling Flower Show. Sydney & Berne Davis Art Center, 2301 First St., Fort Myers, 10 a.m.-4 

p.m. 

12: District IX Judges Council Annual Flower Show. FMLC Garden Council Headquarters. 

14: Plant and Treasure Sale, sponsored by Poinciana Garden Club, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. at Berne Davis 

Gardens, 2166 Virginia Ave., Fort Myers. Cash only. 

14: Edison Ford Spring Garden Festival. 9:30 a.m. carpool from the church. Lunch on your own. 

17: Alva Garden Club Monthly Meeting. 1 p.m. Alva Methodist Church. Arts & Crafts with 

Roxanne Sprehe and Sandra Scheler OR Horticultural Roundtable with Dan Skean. 

17: SW Florida Fiddlers Concert in the Garden, 10 a.m.-noon, Berne Davis Gardens. 

19: Royal Palm 70th Year Placement Flower Show, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., FMLC Garden 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 85, February 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 29 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 85, February 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 30 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

 
 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are Doghouse Rescue Academy - a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Alva focused on helping 
make the world around us a better, happier place. We are a network of foster-based rescuers whose 

sole mission is to help adoptable dogs find homes. 

Let us help you find your happily "fur"ever after! 

https://doghouserescueacademy.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/DogHouseRescueAcademy/ 
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Buckingham Youth Baseball has partnered with ALVA INC to 
create and oversee a NEW 

 ALVA YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE 
https://buckinghamyouthbaseball.sportsengine-prelive.com/page/show/9256737-alva-league 
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BUCKINGHAM & FORT 

MYERS SHORES EVENTS 
And Services 

---------------------------------- 
FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB 

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973, and 

helps with so many community projects in East Lee County and with 

District and International Rotary activities. 

They meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the 

River Hall Country Club.  Stop by and join us for an invigorating 

meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great 

speakers!  For more information, contact 

FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com   https://www.fmeastrotary.com/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Click for All EVENTS at Riverdale Library: 

https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2026/01?branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5D
=144&branches%5B336%5D=336&bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_closing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS 

And Services  

-----------------------------------  

 

Parade & Vendor Application: 

https://www.eventeny.com/events/2026-swamp-

cabbage-festival-17264/ 
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Barron Library 

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 
33935 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES 
https://healthierhendryglades.org/ 

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle 

OUR MISSION 

The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is 
to serve, shelter, and protect the 
homeless pets in our care. We are 

dedicated to finding permanent and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our 
no-kill facility provides low cost spay/neuter services to the community with the goal of reducing the 

extreme overpopulation of unwanted pets. 
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SHELTER (863) 675-0997     CLINIC (863) 675-7387         info@caloosahumanesociety.org 

https://caloosahumanesociety.org/ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

HERITAGE MUSEUM: 
LaBelle’s century-old 

landmark 
NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm 

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/ 
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The NEWEST Theater in LaBelle! 
On Saturday evening, November 8th, the cast, crew, and directors of the YOUTH THEATER COMPANY 

performed a whimsical and fun stage play of ANNIE. 
This was their FIRST public program, and it ran through two shows to large crowds.  Of course, lots of 
family and friends of the kids. However, don’t believe those youngsters and teens didn’t give a 
heartwarming performance. 

Watch for more programs in the future, and I’d advise 
you not miss a single one. 

https://www.ashtoarttheatre.com/ 

atatheatreco@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

They are accepting donations to purchase new sound equipment for every performer. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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NORTH FORT MYERS & 

NORTH OLGA EVENTS  
And Services 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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OCTAGON WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
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41660 Horseshoe Road • Punta Gorda, FL 

33982 • 239-543-1130 

Events & Services 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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FOR ALL OF US 

------------------------------------  

East Lee Wildlife  

Stewardship Group 

Donate Today:  

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941 

Contact    https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155 
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South Florida Wildlands 
Association 

a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of 
wildlife and habitat in the Greater Everglades. 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ https:/ 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Lee County Florida 4-H 
Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and 

showing a livestock animal? You will need to 
ensure that your ethics is up to date in 

order to show at our local livestock shows.  

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please 
visit Florida State Fair Agribusiness website 

at https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/ 

- Please note classes fill up quickly, and you 
as the exhibitor/family are encouraged to 

stay on top of registration. For the full list of 
classes, please visit the Florida State Fair  

website (this is updated as classes are 
added). 
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PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA 

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information 
to engage government officials more effectively by helping them better understand what is 

happening in their local communities and the effect big money has on local politics. 

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are 
increasingly unable to meet the informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling 

resources. 

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media 
demands for public records too frequently result in questionable agency-imposed rules and 

restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of accessibility of accurate reporting and 
over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet and social media 
more often results in misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need 
access to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information in order to hold government accountable. 

NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for  

Lee County 

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/  

Updated constantly 
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------Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee 
County, Florida 

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator, 
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com 

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator 

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory 
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work, 
law enforcement, corrections and education.  In addition, Single 
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned 
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org  or your local 

United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all people in the United States 

 

FOR 

      

https://www.aclufl.org/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a 
fraudulent deed.  

Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified 
within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or 

mortgage in your name. 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://my.lwv.org/florida/lee-county 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SCORE South West 

Florida 
2201 Second Street, Suite 500, 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 (239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org 

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties 

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by phone, email, and 
in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also conduct workshops for both start-up 
entrepreneurs and seasoned small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent 
private 501-3C non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB 
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The Great Calusa Blueway 
Paddling Trail  

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that 
meanders through the coastal waters and inland 

tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts 
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant 

marine life, shore birds and crustaceans. 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.RichAndLaurieInSouthFlorida.com   

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and 
more! 

For information on where to go and what to do in 
SWFL! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The global farm is not only a hands-on training ground for 

those searching for help in tropical agriculture, but also an 

educational tool to make the public aware of hunger related 

issues and the answers there are to alleviate malnutrition 

and starvation. 

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce 

https://www.echonet.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog walking is 
allowed at many locations (listed below). 

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking 
in the park.                      Find out more at:        https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks 

 

 

 

Click to link below to all  

LEE COUNTY 
PARKS 

Contact information and 
interactive map 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Lee+County+Parks&sca_esv=33d7c6e47e76292a&rlz=1C1CHBD_
en-

GBUS1185US1185&sxsrf=AE3TifON_7qOfPqpR4DZQeqGWYYKd4mXTw:1764776637500&udm=1&lsa
ck=vVowaciiHuWOwbkPj7DsiQ0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiI9dek4aGRAxVlRzABHQ8YO9EQjGp6BAglEAE

&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Lee+County+Parks&sca_esv=33d7c6e47e76292a&rlz=1C1CHBD_en-GBUS1185US1185&sxsrf=AE3TifON_7qOfPqpR4DZQeqGWYYKd4mXTw:1764776637500&udm=1&lsack=vVowaciiHuWOwbkPj7DsiQ0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiI9dek4aGRAxVlRzABHQ8YO9EQjGp6BAglEAE&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25
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Click the link below for contact, 
direction, and use information for 

LEE COUNTY 20/20 
PRESERVES 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leegov.com/parks/preserves 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Give TIME. Give 
MONEY. Give FOOD. 

To make a donation, call 
(239) 334-7007 or visit 

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org 

 

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you 

can help. 

For Food pickup locations: 

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and 
print these information cards to share with any person, 

documented or not, you may know who may be in danger. 

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in 
Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights. 
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Alva Area FOOD 
PANTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Vincent DePaul RC 

Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry 

 Call (239) 694-3985 for hours 

open. 

 

ALVA Methodist Church 

Food Pantry @ Bethany House 

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

239-728-2277 

 

Charleston Park 

Community Center 

239-728-8895 

FOOD PANTRY 

Every week, Friday, 10am-2pm 

Grace Church, Fort 

Myers Shores 

2nd Saturday every month 

Food pick-up is by appointment. 

Call the church office at 239-694-

2797 for information. 

CALVARY NATIONS 

Church 

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva 

Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies 

run out. 

239-7285566 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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Some LaBelle Area Churches: 

Assemblies of God  

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0900 

 

Carlson Memorial Church 

310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935 

(863) 675-0656 

 

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle 

Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST 

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/ 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2
83YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09 

 

Church of Christ Central 

60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4796 

 

Eastside Baptist Church 

1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3595 

 

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle 

431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-5947 

 

Grace Baptist 

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3349 

International Christian Fellowship 

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935  

(863) 675-4227 

Pentecostal Church of God 

55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0938 

 

LaBelle Assembly of God 

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL 

(863) 675-0900 

 

LaBelle First Baptist 

330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-2171 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish 

355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0030 

 

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed 

540 1st Ave LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-2100 

 

Good Shepherd Episcopal 

1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-0385 

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org  

Christ The King Lutheran 

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(941) 675-2733 

New Testament Assembly 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL283YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09
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60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 674-0444  

Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist 

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-1435 

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist 

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4451 

Bethel Holiness 

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935 

 

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores 

Churches: 

 

Church of Peace 

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074 

New Bethel Baptist 

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3205 

Upper Room Church of God 

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-7001 

 

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church 

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.stvincentftmyers.org  239-693-0818 

 

Alva Methodist Church 

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96 

Alva, FL 33920 

Alvamc@embarqmail.com 

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277 

 

Alva Church of God 

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920 

239-728-2644 

Liberation International Church 

Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL 33920,     

239-601-4870 

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ 

23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL, 33920     239-770-4974 

 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church 

4241 Buckingham Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.buckinghampc.org 

 

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church) 

Alva, FL, 33920 

239-728-5566 

First Spanish Assembly of God Church 

2219 Joel Blvd 

Alva, FL 

 

Countryside Wesleyan Church 

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920 

239-368-3270 

 

Calvary Nations Church 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd 

Alva, FL 33920 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
http://www.stvincentftmyers.org/
mailto:Alvamc@embarqmail.com
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CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com 

www.calvarynations.org      239-728-5566 

First Baptist Church of Alva 

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920    

www.alvabaptist.com          239-728-2034         

 

Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores 

14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 

www.egracechurch.com    239-694-2797 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga Road,  

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.blcefm.org   239-694-3878 

Olga Baptist Church 

2364 South Olga Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.olgabaptist.org   239-694-2012 

olgabapch1@embarqmail.com 

 

Crossroads Baptist 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 693-2777 

 

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist 

14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 693-0341 

 

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist 

14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2797 

 

 

Olga Baptist 

2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2012 

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com  

 

Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God 

13235 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 694-8777 

 

Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God 

11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-5131 

Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 297-6472 
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12 Step Programs along the 
Caloosahatchee 

Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people 
who struggled with alcohol addiction, a vast array of 
other programs were formed to aid and support those 
in recovery from other addictive disorders. These 
include the following groups: 

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website:  
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html 

Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

ALVA: 

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 
33920 

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN 

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte 
78) Roads, Alva 

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org. 

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center 

FORT MYERS SHORES: 

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – 
Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: 

-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm 

 

 

 

 

LEHIGH ACRES: 

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971, 

 (239) 275-5111 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html
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-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
6:30PM 

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres, 

(866) 819-5346 

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY 
6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(888) 425-2666 

 

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

 

 

 

 

LABELLE: 

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098 
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle 

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM 

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM  

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM 

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON 

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM 

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle  

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM 

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM 

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(888) 425-2666 

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM 

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM 

133 N Bridge St, Labelle 

(866) 819-5346 
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Oher 12 step or non-12 step recovery group 

in the Alva area 
(From Hendry 
County Line to 
Fort Myers 
Shores, north 
and south of our 
river) please let 
me know its 
name, location 
and the phone 
number for 
information to 
list here. 

TY 
Kendewalt1@gmail.com 
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30 
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/                                              https://www.divorcecare.org/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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You can donate to a number of reputable 
charities that help Ukraine, including 

these reported by Google as reputable 
charities 

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-
standing and trusted charity that provides 
humanitarian aid and emergency response  

Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides technology, training, 
and accouterments to the Armed Forces of Ukraine  

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and 
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates 
for Ukraine  

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars 
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid  

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization  

Other organizations that help Ukraine  

World Central Kitchen  Sunflowers for Peace 

Caritas Ukraine   Voices of Children 

Vostok SOS 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
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Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect 
Yourself 

Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust. 

Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations. 

Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters. 

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a 
charity. 

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card, 
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC. 

Practice good cyber hygiene: 

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know. 

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.  

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext. 

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com. 

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work 
on your home or business. 

 

ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter – Advertising Rates as of March 21, 2025 

The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,500 individual 
subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well. 

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose. 

Advertising rates per each month : 

¼ Page...        one issue:  $40.00,   six issues: $30.00each,   twelve issues: $25.00each 

 ½  Page...       one issue:  $60.00,   six issues: $50.00each,   twelve issues: $40.00each 

 Full Page...     one issue:  $100.00,   six issues: $90.00each,   twelve issues: $70.00each 

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy 
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.  

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is 
published.  Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance. 
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Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the 
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona 

DeWalt, noted: OTR. 

CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions.  kendewalt@ontheriver.org    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations

support the mission of ON THE RIVER.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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