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As always, please share with anyone. Ken DeWalt, publisher, www.OnTheRiver.org          

      On The RIVER NEWS 

Connecting Caloosahatchee River Communities from Fort Myers Shores to LaBelle 
                        For all our NEIGHBORS and NEIGHBORHOODS 

_______________________________________________ 

TO SUBSCRIBE, offer articles, or to contact the publisher/editor with any questions, email:                    
kendewalt@ontheriver.org 

The deadline for receipt of any materials is the 20th of the month. Issues go out before the 1st of each month, and may be edited. 

See our commercial advertising terms on the last page of this newsletter. We encourage all subscribers to consider 
patronizing the paid advertisers. Their support of our mission helps us provide you with local news every month. 

 FEATURED IN THIS MONTH’S OTR 

AREA NEWS, Page 2 

ALVA, Page 13 

BUCKINGHAM & FORT MYERS SHORES, Page 23 

LABELLE AREA, Page 28 

NORTH FORT MYERS & NORTH OLGA, Page 37 

FOR ALL OF US, Page 40 

SOME LOCAL CHURCHES, Page 66 

 

Special THANKS to all who have already donated to our once a year  

GO FUND ME  

campaign to support our mission to inform, invite and entertain all of our readers. 

And if you would like to contribute: 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1JqtayXQqs/ 

Rick Blake 
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ON THE RIVER NEWS 
The area we cover for news and non-profit events 

 

Court tells Lee Commissioners NO on Alico Road sewer plant  
(Shared via FACEBOOK by Alva INC Board Member Denise Eberle and Mike Walcher-WGCU News) 

The Twentieth Judicial Circuit Court just handed down a ruling that SLAMS the Lee County Board of 
County Commissioners for breaking the law and shoving through corrupt development deals on 
protected conservation land. 

The Judge QUASHED (The judges word) their entire rezoning decision for the Wild Turkey Preserve, 
land that was supposed to stay protected under Conservation 20/20, not turned into a wastewater 
treatment plant to feed more greedy high-density developments along Alico and Corkscrew Road.  

One of the developers, Kingston Development,  is planned for thousands of homes in southeast Lee 
County. Last year commissioners re-zoned farmland to allow the waste-water facility on 112 acres. It 
would serve the new under development Kingston area off Corkscrew Road and other growth in 
southeast Lee. 

Judge James Shenko ruled that commissioners were prejudiced and biased in their approval. He wrote 
their " Yes" vote came after commissioners agreed and approval was based on the direction of the 
county board over the last four years. The judge ruled that basing a vote on the past direction of the 
commission is not a valid reason to approve. 

Judge Shenko also wrote that the proposed plant could attract a lot of birds. And because it's within 
five miles of the international airport, more birds could mean more chances of collisions with planes. 
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The Lee County attorney's office says it intends to vigorously defend the board's zoning decision, and 
may appeal to a higher court. 

The lawsuit was brought by three individuals, including a man who owns land near the proposed 
waste-water plant. 

A ground-breaking ceremony is planned Thursday for the Kingston development, one of the largest 
master-planned developments ever conceived in Southwest Florida, spanning almost 7,000 acres. 

Here’s what the Court found: 

         Lee County violated due process 

         Acted with bias and prejudice 

         Ignored their own Land Development Code and FAA safety rules 

         Used off-record facts and pre-determined “board direction” to justify a developer’s plan. 

In plain English: They were caught red-handed bending the rules, ignoring public input, and pushing 
development over the environment, safety, and truth.  

This land is home to Florida panthers, borders natural flood flowways, and sits within airport safety 
zones — yet our county leaders approved it anyway. 
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Part of Denise’s closing comment , “But make no mistake — this isn’t just 
about one case. This is about a pattern of behavior. Every single board, 
department, and commissioner who looks the other way needs to be held 
accountable. ALL of Lee County deserves a full spotlight and a long overdue 
reckoning.” 
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US Army Corps of Engineers starts increased release targets 
from Lake Okeechobee into Caloosahatchee River 

(TY Fox 4- Allie Kaiser) 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is releasing 
water from Lake Okeechobee into the 
Caloosahatchee River, but officials say less water 
will be released compared to previous years. 

The lake currently sits about two feet lower than 
it was last year, partly due to a new release 
schedule implemented last winter that allowed 
more water to be released during the dry season. 

Local fisherman Trey Airy was at Caloosahatchee 
on Thursday and was curious about the potential 
impact these releases can have on water quality. 
"Whenever I have time, I'm fishing," Airy said. 

The Army Corps says these releases are important for the overall health of the Caloosahatchee River system. 

They say, "last year releases were being made out of the lake to achieve 2,000 cfs target at W.P. Franklin Lock 
and Dam," but this year they are "increasing the 250 cfs to 350 cfs at the W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam." 

Local fisherman Trey Airy was at Caloosahatchee on Thursday and was curious about the potential impact these 
releases can have on water quality. "Whenever I have time, I'm fishing," Airy said. 

The Army Corps says these releases are important for the overall health of the Caloosahatchee River system. 

They say, "last year releases were being made out of the lake to achieve 2,000 cfs target at W.P. Franklin Lock 
and Dam," but this year they are "increasing the 250 cfs to 350 cfs at the W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam." 

Some longtime residents of Southwest Florida, like Bill Haul, trust the process. "It's been that way for years. I've 
been here since '86 - they seem to know what they're doing," Haul said. 

However, many people have criticized past releases because blue-green algae from the lake can flow 
downstream. This algae can be dangerous for wildlife and pose health risks to certain groups of people. 

"Personally, as a fisherman, you can't really like anything like that, that's going to kill fish," Airy said about the 
algae. 

The Army Corps says the risk of algae blooms is currently low. 

In an email, the US Army Corps of Engineers said they "have not visually observed any blooms near our three 
locks along the river recently and satellite imagery and water testing of Lake Okeechobee water indicates that 
bloom conditions are low." 

The Army Corps says they are monitoring conditions and will make changes to the release schedule if needed. 
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'IT'S NOT SAFE': LaBelle residents raise safety concerns 
about crosswalk 

(TY Fox 4-Allie Kaiser) 

A crosswalk in LaBelle has sparked safety concerns among 
residents who said they have witnessed traffic jams and 
accidents since its construction. 

The crosswalk, located on SR 80, was designed to address 
what the Florida Department of Transportation called the "#1 
corridor in Hendry County for pedestrian crashes and 
fatalities." 

However, local residents question whether the safety measure is creating new hazards. 

Video footage from the nearby Contreras Mexican Restaurant shows a bicycle accident that occurred 
Friday at the crosswalk. 

"It's not safe," said Todd Bottoms, a lifelong LaBelle resident. "It was a lot better before they installed 
this. It's just in the wrong spot." 

He shared his experience with using the crosswalk. "It's pretty scary, because the lights they have up 
there, a lot of the people don't realize they're supposed to stop," Bottoms said. 

Traffic congestion has become another issue, according to Darrell Harris, a LaBelle resident and retired 
Hendry County commissioner. 

Some residents say the cars and trucks do not slow down as people try to move through the crosswalk. 
"You're pulling in and out of places and then you've got trucks going 50-60 MPH," Harris said. 

LaBelle Mayor Julie Wilkins expressed concerns about the current design, stating that "yellow flashing 
lights do not mean stop. Many times, folks who are crossing are hidden by other stopped vehicles." 

SR 80 is FDOT's jurisdiction, and the agency said it is working to redesign the crosswalk with an 
overhead signal after receiving requests from residents. 

----------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------
-- 
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Rte 80, Rte 31, Rte 78 CONSTRUCTION NEWS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

757 New Homes proposed for corner of Rte 31 and 78  
(TY Steve Brodkin – Pres, CCBC) 

The Armeda Family LLC has applied for a land use 
change (CPA2025-00008) and a zoning change 
(DCI2025-00019) for their 561.63 acres on the 
north side of North River Road.  This is across from 
the proposed Neal Communities development on 
the south side.  The requests are to change the 
land use from DR/GR to Rural and Wetlands, and 
to change the zoning from Ag2 to Residential 
Planned Development (RPD). They want to cluster 
737 single family residences on the 561.63 acres.  
The attached map shows the Neal Communities 
development (Cary/Duke/Povia RPD) to the south 
and Babcock development to the northwest. They 
intend to have water and sewer service for the 
development. 
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The meeting 
promoted to 
the right has 
happened. 
The 
development 
is one of 
several NEAL 
communities 
being 
planned for 
North River 
Road over 
the past 
several years. 

 

-------------------------- -------------------------- 
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Please consider supporting our paid advertisers below with 
your business. They are supporting the mission of ON THE 
RIVER for you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 Ad-11/25) 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Paid 
Ad – 12/25) 
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(Paid Ad – 11/25) 
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ALVA EVENTS 

--------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC 
21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join   

Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401 

Info@AlvaFl.org    www.ALVAFL.org   NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community 
Center 

ALVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER 

https://usshannahnsdar.org/ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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A MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT 

FOR ALVA AND ALL OF Lee 

County District 5 
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The Alva 
Library 

Museum 
21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL 

33920 

Originally a public library built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers. 

The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc. 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm 

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at:  http://alvaflmuseum.com  

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

         Big News from the Alva Museum!          
We’re excited to announce that the Alva Museum has received grant support to launch 

a new cultural project: The Cracker Cowboy Project. 

Timeline:   This initiative will celebrate the history, art, and legacy of Florida’s Cracker 
Cowboys — from the families who worked these lands to the artists and storytellers 

who keep the tradition alive today. 

Community Involvement:   Planning begins this fall, and we’ll be building throughout 
the year — with events, exhibits, and community programs scheduled to kick off later in 

2026. 

We want this to be a project for and with our community. If you have stories, 
photographs, artifacts, or family history tied to Florida’s ranching and cowboy culture, 

now is the time to reach out. 

Coming Attractions (Sneak Peek):   A major exhibit opening next year featuring local 
Cracker Cowboy artists and historians. 

Storytelling nights highlighting ranching families of Alva, LaBelle, Fort Denaud, and 
beyond. And Youth workshops connecting Florida history with art and culture. 
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The ALVA GARDEN CLUB 

Each month we have special speakers presenting 
interesting and relevant information. We also plan field 

trips that enhance our knowledge and inspire good 
garden practices.  

Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still 
only $10 per person. We meet in the Alva 

Methodist Church Fellowship Hall the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 1 pm. 

Everyone is welcomed to join or simply attend the meetings as 
guests!  

----------------------- 

It’s ALMOST CHRISTMAS! 

SO, LET’S PUT OUR 2026  

STRAWBERRY 
FESTIVAL 

DATE IN OUR CALENDARS 
NOW!!! 

Saturday March  14, 2026 

         9am to 1pm 
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Look What We found In ALVA! 

(TY Small Town USA - https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573972532206 ) 

The Alva Country Diner in the tiny town of Alva, Florida is one of 
those classic small-town spots where you’re guaranteed you to 
leave full and happy. It’s known for its huge portions, friendly 
service, and old-fashioned comfort food that tastes homemade. 
Fried chicken is the local favorite...crispy, juicy, and piled so high 
it takes two plates to hold it.  

You’ll also find country fried steak, meatloaf, open-faced turkey 
sandwiches, burgers, and hearty daily specials like corned beef 
and cabbage or pork with mashed potatoes and gravy. The 
atmosphere is simple and welcoming, just like an old-school 
Florida diner should be.  

Coffee is always hot, the apple pie with ice cream is a must, and 
prices are refreshingly fair. Be sure to bring cash...or be ready to 
use Zelle or Venmo...because credit cards aren’t accepted. 
Whether you stop for breakfast, lunch, or dinner, this Florida 
diner delivers the kind of country cooking that keeps people 
coming back for decades! 

Editors NOTE: We do not know what NDAILY on the sign means! Let us know if you do. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Buckingham Youth Baseball has 
partnered with ALVA INC to create 

and oversee a NEW 

 ALVA YOUTH BASEBALL 
LEAGUE 

The program was 
discussed and approved 
Tuesday night November 

11, 2025, at the ALVA 
INC meeting. 

Notice, among the 
Buckingham leadership 

team the new Alva team 
members, Grant Fichter 
and  the ever quiet and 

demure Amanda 
Cochran. 
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2025 National Wreaths Across America Day is on Saturday, 

December 13th.  The USS Hannah Chapter, NSDAR welcomes you to come 

and participate in laying wreaths on the veterans graves at Alva Cemetery.   

We still need 44 wreaths for 145 veteran graves.  The wreaths are fresh 

balsam and come from Worcester Tree Farm in Maine every year.  It is a 

wonderful way to honor our veterans by placing these  

wreaths on their graves.  You can purchase from the website with a credit 

card. We have been doing this for Alva Cemetery for almost 10 years now.  

The ceremony begins promptly at 12 noon.  We hope to see you there. 

 

Prior to the ceremony at the cemetery, we will be dedicating a Never Forget 

Garden at 11:30AM.  The Never Forget Garden remembers all who fought for 

our Freedom, and it teaches us that FREEDOM IS NOT FREE!  There was a 

price to pay.   

A  Never Forget Garden plaque was placed at the Alva Library by the Alva 

Garden Club last year and this one is being done by USS Hannah, NSDAR.   

You can also buy one for your home, church or organization garden and the 

proceeds from the purchase goes to the Tomb of the Unknowns Guards at 

Arlington Cemetery. Information will be available on Dec 13th. 

 

To purchase wreaths, go to:   www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/FL0533P.   

This is our designation for Alva Cemetery. The location code if you need it is 

FLACAF.  The wreaths are $17 each. 

Thank you for participating in honoring our veterans.    REMEMBER. HONOR. 

TEACH  is the motto of Wreaths Across America. 

Any questions can be directed to Georgette Lundquist, jglundy7@gmail.com 
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BUCKINGHAM & FORT 

MYERS SHORES EVENTS  

---------------------------------- 
FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB 

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973, and 

helps with so many community projects in East Lee County and with 

District and International Rotary activities. 

They meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the 

River Hall Country Club.  Stop by and join us for an invigorating 

meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great 

speakers!  For more information, contact 

FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com   https://www.fmeastrotary.com/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Shores Boat Parade to Brighten Your 
Holidays! 

Join us for the Annual Fort Myers Shores 
Boat Parade on 

Saturday, December 13th, as we light up 
the waters of Southwest Florida and 

spread holiday cheer!   

The parade kicks off at 6:00 PM from 
Franklin Locks and concludes at the 
Wilson Pigott Bridge. 

We are currently seeking boating participants and event sponsors, and we welcome prize donations for 
the judging committee. 

Please monitor Channel 13 during the parade for updates and coordination. 

Celebrate the season with lights, laughter, and community spirit on the water! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Click for NOVEMBER EVENTS at Riverdale Library: 

https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/11?bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_cl

osing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5

D=144&branches%5B336%5D=336 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS  

--------------------------------- 

 

Barron Library 

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 
33935 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------- 
 

HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES 
https://healthierhendryglades.org/ 

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle 

OUR MISSION 

The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is 
to serve, shelter, and protect the 
homeless pets in our care. We are 

dedicated to finding permanent and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our 
no-kill facility provides low cost spay/neuter services to the community with the goal of reducing the 

extreme overpopulation of unwanted pets. 

SHELTER (863) 675-0997     CLINIC (863) 675-7387         info@caloosahumanesociety.org 
https://caloosahumanesociety.org/ 
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 HERITAGE MUSEUM: LaBelle’s century-
old landmark  

NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm 

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/ 
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CLICK HERE:  

https://www.eventeny.com/events/smoke-under-
the-oaks-rib-fest-2025-23859/ 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The NEWEST Theater in LaBelle! 
On Saturday evening, November 8th, the cast, crew, and 
directors of the YOUTH THEATER COMPANY performed 

a whimsical and fun stage play of ANNIE. 
This was their FIRST public program, and it ran through 
two shows to large crowds.  Of course, lots of family 
and friends of the kids. However, don’t believe those 
youngsters and teens didn’t give a heartwarming 
performance. 

Watch for more programs in the future, and I’d advise 
you not miss a single one. 

https://www.ashtoarttheatre.com/ 

atatheatreco@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

They are accepting donations to purchase new sound 

equipment for every performer. 
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NORTH FORT MYERS & 

NORTH OLGA EVENTS 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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FOR ALL OF US EVENTS 

------------------------------------  

East Lee Wildlife  

Stewardship Group 

Donate Today:  

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941 

Contact    https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155 
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South Florida Wildlands 
Association 

a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of 
wildlife and habitat in the Greater Everglades. 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ https:/ 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Lee County Florida 4-H 
Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and 

showing a livestock animal? You will need to 
ensure that your ethics is up to date in 

order to show at our local livestock shows.  

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please 
visit Florida State Fair Agribusiness website 

at https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/ 

- Please note classes fill up quickly, and you 
as the exhibitor/family are encouraged to 

stay on top of registration. For the full list of 
classes, please visit the Florida State Fair  

website (this is updated as classes are 
added). 
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PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA 

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information 
to engage government officials more effectively by helping them better understand what is 

happening in their local communities and the effect big money has on local politics. 

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are 
increasingly unable to meet the informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling 

resources. 

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media 
demands for public records too frequently result in questionable agency-imposed rules and 

restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of accessibility of accurate reporting and 
over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet and social media 
more often results in misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need 
access to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information in order to hold government accountable. 

NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for  

Lee County 

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/  

Updated constantly 
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------Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee 
County, Florida 

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator, 
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com 

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator 

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory 
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work, 
law enforcement, corrections and education.  In addition, Single 
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned 
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org  or your local 

United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The ALVA BOOKIE Book Review 

By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot 
GENTLYUSED BOOK Store in Douglassville, Eastern PA, then sold it. The new owner 

changed the name and added new titles then added a second location 

storehttps://starrbookstore.com/ 

She and Ken have traveled the continent over the past 10 summers visiting friends, family, 
historic and natural wonders AND Friends of the Library Used Bookstores to search for 

desired used books at up to 90% discount under list prices and in great condition. 

Mona visits library and thrift used book stores everywhere she goes to save up to 90% off on 
real paper books. She is not a screen reader. She and Ken have a constantly changing home collection of over 

200 titles yet to read. When read they are usually donated to another library book store or friends. 

Ramona retired with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help others learn the joys 
of reading from helping to build the Children & Youth Library at Charleston Park 

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa  

If you want to better understand the Israeli/Palestinian situation, you NEED to read this novel. 

Although the characters in this book are fictitious, Palestine is not, nor are the historical events and figures 
in this story.  The Palestinian people have endured generations of oppression, pain, torture, suffering and 
death at the hands of the Israelis and the reasons and justification for their anger. 

This book was written in 2010, but the atrocities are still happening today.   A difficult but necessary read. 

----------------------------- 

The Searcher by Tana French  

Cal Hooper thought a fixer-upper in a remote Irish village would be the perfect 
escape.  After twenty -five years in the Chicago police force, and a bruising divorce, he just wants 

to build a new life in a pretty spot with a good pub where nothing much happens. 

But then a local kid comes looking for his help. Trey Reddy's brother has gone missing, and no 
one, least of all the police, seems to care. Cal wants nothing to do with any kind of investigation, 
but somehow he can't make himself walk away. 

"One of the greatest crime novelists writing today" (Vox) weaves a masterful tale of suspense, 
asking how we decide what's right and what's wrong in a world where neither is simple, and 
what we stake on that decision. 
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protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all people in the United States 

 

FOR 

      

https://www.aclufl.org/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a 
fraudulent deed.  

Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified 
within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or 

mortgage in your name. 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://my.lwv.org/florida/lee-county 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SCORE South West Florida 
2201 Second Street, Suite 500, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 (239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org 

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties 

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by phone, email, and 
in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also conduct workshops for both start-up 
entrepreneurs and seasoned small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent 
private 501-3C non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB 
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The Great Calusa Blueway 
Paddling Trail  

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that 
meanders through the coastal waters and inland 

tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts 
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant 

marine life, shore birds and crustaceans. 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.RichAndLaurieInSouthFlorida.com   

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and 
more! 

For information on where to go and what to do in 
SWFL! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The global farm is not only a hands-on training ground for 

those searching for help in tropical agriculture, but also an 

educational tool to make the public aware of hunger related 

issues and the answers there are to alleviate malnutrition 

and starvation. 

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce 

https://www.echonet.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog walking is 
allowed at many locations (listed below). 

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking 
in the park.                      Find out more at:        https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks 
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--- 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Manatee Park 

10901 Palm Beach Blvd, 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

239 690 5030 

 

 

Olga Community Park 

2325 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 533-7275 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Six Mile Cypress Slough, Lee 

County Park 

7751 Penzance Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL. 33966 

A mile of wonder 30 minutes away from Alva. 
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Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park 

17980 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920 

-Great for quiet creek kayaking. -Fun for walks and picnics. 

______________________________________________ 

ALVA BOAT RAMP PARK 

21580 Pearl St,  

Alva, FL 33920 

 

W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam South Recreation Area 

Franklin Lock Rd. , Alva , FL 33920. Contact: (239) 694-2582 

WP Franklin South Recreation Area is a day use area located on the Caloosahatchee River 
adjacent to the WP Franklin Lock and Dam. Visitors can watch boats traversing the 152 
mile Okeechobee Waterway 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

W.P Franklin Lock & Dam 
CAMPGROUND 

Camp by reservation only 

17850 NORTH FRANKLIN LOCK ROAD, ALVA, FL 33920, 239-694-8770 

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233661 

 

Alva Community Center PARK 

21471 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 , (239) 728-2882  

Shady lawns & baseball field 

----------------------- 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233661


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 83, December 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 50 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

Telegraph Creek: Unspoiled 
kayak trail out-of-the-way, uncrowded, scenic, 

quiet and full of wildlife. 

 

 

 

NORTH FORT MYERS Recreation 
Park 

2000 North Recreation Park Way, North Fort 
Myers, FL 33903,  

This park features an 18 hole Disc Golf course , call 

(239) 297-8916 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Veterans Park Recreation 
Center 

55 Homestead Road South, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
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Lee County Conservation 20/20 manages over 50 preserves spread throughout Lee County, including within 
the boundaries of most cities. These preserves combined total nearly 30,000 acres. 

Preserves are open daily during daylight hours. Access may be limited at certain locations due to 
temporary flooding, special restoration projects, or isolated location. Information about each 

Conservation 20/20 preserve can be accessed from the website:      
http://www.leegov.com/conservation2020/preserves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALOOSAHATCHEE 

REGIONAL PARK 
19130 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 

EMAIL: leeparks@leegov.com 

Shelter rentals, primitive tent camping, Horse and bike trails.Campground 
phone: (239) 533-7421 

Alva Scrub Preserve 

Buckingham Trails Preserve 
Daniel's Preserve at Spanish Creek 

 

Olga Shores Preserve 

Telegraph Creek Preserve 

Bob Janes Preserve 

 Carter's Lane 

Oak hammock 

Frank Mann Preserve 
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Keeping Your Group on Track During the Holidays 
The holidays are a wonderful time—but let’s be honest: they can throw a wrench in even the most 
organized group’s plans. Between family gatherings, school concerts, travel, and last-minute errands, 
it’s easy for meetings to get pushed aside. But the work of community groups doesn’t stop just because 
the calendar gets full. In fact, this time of year often brings unique opportunities to connect, reflect, and 
plan ahead—if you can find the time and space. 

Here are a few tips to help your group stay connected and productive during the holiday rush—without 
adding stress to anyone’s plate: 

1. Keep It Short and Simple 

If your regular meetings are 90 minutes, try scaling them back to 30 or 45 minutes for November and 
December. Focus on one or two priorities, not five. Ask: What decisions need to be made before the end 
of the year? Let the rest wait until January. Your group will appreciate the respect for their time. 

2. Use Email or Chat for Small Decisions 

Not every decision requires a full meeting. For smaller items—like choosing a date, approving a flyer, or 
coordinating volunteers—try using an email poll, group text, or a free tool like Doodle or Google Forms. 
This keeps momentum going without requiring everyone to show up in person. 

3. Offer a Virtual Option 

Even if your group usually meets in person, consider adding a Zoom or call-in option for those traveling 
or juggling holiday plans. It’s a simple way to increase accessibility and make sure no one misses out 
due to geography or schedule. 

4. Name a Backup Facilitator 

The holidays are unpredictable—people get sick, travel plans change, or weather interferes. Assigning a 
co-leader or backup facilitator ahead of time ensures that the meeting doesn’t get canceled last 
minute. Sharing responsibility also helps build leadership within the group. 

5. Start with Appreciation 

Take a minute at the beginning of the meeting to say thank you. Whether it’s been a big year or a quiet 
one, acknowledging everyone’s contributions helps people feel seen and valued. Try a quick gratitude 
round or a light holiday-themed question to warm things up. 
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6. End with Clarity 

Before wrapping up, confirm what’s next. Is there a January meeting? Who’s sending out the notes? 
What deadlines carry into the new year? A clear recap saves confusion later and helps people feel 
confident about what’s expected. 

7. Consider Skipping a Month—Intentionally 

Sometimes, the best way to keep your group strong is to not meet. If December feels overloaded, 
consider skipping your regular meeting—but do it with intention. Send a message to the group 
explaining why, offer a quick summary of where things stand, and let people know when you’ll 
reconnect in January. This shows respect and trust, not disorganization. 

The holiday season can be both joyful and overwhelming. With a few small adjustments, your meetings 
can continue to be productive, meaningful, and manageable—even during the busiest time of year. 
After all, your group’s work is about connection, care, and community—and those values shine 
especially bright this time of year. 

Author: Laurie Dougherty is a professional facilitator and trainer specializing in helping groups run 
more effective and engaging meetings. With years of experience in leadership training and community 
engagement, Laurie provides practical, easy-to-implement strategies to improve group discussions.  
Laurie has made Alva her home since 2021. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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• Florida Snowball Cookies 
INGREDIENTS 

1/2-pound butter 

6 T powdered sugar 

2 c flour 

1/2 fine chopped pecans 

Pinch of salt 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Cream butter and sugar together with a mixer.  Add 
the flour. 

Roll into a ball the size of a walnut.  Bake in a slow 
oven of 325 13-17 minutes. 

Cool a few minutes.  Roll cookie in powdered sugar 

Note: do not brown cookies. 

PASS ‘EM OUT AND WATCH ‘EM DISSAPPEAR!!!!!!! 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Give TIME. Give 
MONEY. Give FOOD. 

To make a donation, call 

(239) 334-7007 or visit 

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org 

 

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you 

can help. 

For Food pickup locations: 

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations 
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The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and 
print these information cards to share with any person, 

documented or not, you may know who may be in danger. 

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in 
Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights. 
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Alva Area FOOD 
PANTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Vincent DePaul RC 

Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry 

 Call (239) 694-3985 for hours 

open. 

 

ALVA Methodist Church 

Food Pantry @ Bethany House 

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

239-728-2277 

 

Charleston Park 

Community Center 

239-728-8895 

FOOD PANTRY 

Every week, Friday, 10am-2pm 

Grace Church, Fort 

Myers Shores 

2nd Saturday every month 

Food pick-up is by appointment. 

Call the church office at 239-694-

2797 for information. 

CALVARY NATIONS 

Church 

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva 

Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies 

run out. 

239-7285566 
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Some LaBelle Area Churches: 

Assemblies of God  

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0900 

 

Carlson Memorial Church 

310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935 

(863) 675-0656 

 

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle 

Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST 

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/ 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2
83YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09 

 

Church of Christ Central 

60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4796 

 

Eastside Baptist Church 

1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3595 

 

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle 

431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-5947 

 

Grace Baptist 

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3349 

International Christian Fellowship 

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935  

(863) 675-4227 

Pentecostal Church of God 

55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0938 

 

LaBelle Assembly of God 

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL 

(863) 675-0900 

 

LaBelle First Baptist 

330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-2171 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish 

355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0030 

 

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed 

540 1st Ave LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-2100 

 

Good Shepherd Episcopal 

1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-0385 

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org  

Christ The King Lutheran 

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(941) 675-2733 

New Testament Assembly 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 674-0444  

Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist 

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-1435 

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist 

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4451 

Bethel Holiness 

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935 

 

 

 

Church of Peace 

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074 

New Bethel Baptist 

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3205 

Upper Room Church of God 

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-7001 

 

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores 
Churches:

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church 

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.stvincentftmyers.org  239-693-0818 

 

Alva Methodist Church 

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96 

Alva, FL 33920 

Alvamc@embarqmail.com 

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277 

 

Alva Church of God 

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920 

239-728-2644 

Liberation International Church 

Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL 33920,     

239-601-4870 

 

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ 

23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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Alva, FL, 33920     239-770-4974 

 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church 

4241 Buckingham Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.buckinghampc.org 

 

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church) 

Alva, FL, 33920 

239-728-5566 

First Spanish Assembly of God Church 

2219 Joel Blvd 

Alva, FL 

 

Countryside Wesleyan Church 

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920 

239-368-3270 

 

Calvary Nations Church 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd 

Alva, FL 33920 

CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com 

www.calvarynations.org      239-728-5566 

First Baptist Church of Alva 

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920    

www.alvabaptist.com          239-728-2034         

 

Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores 

14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 

www.egracechurch.com    239-694-2797 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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14531 Old Olga Road,  

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.blcefm.org   239-694-3878 

Olga Baptist Church 

2364 South Olga Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.olgabaptist.org   239-694-2012 

olgabapch1@embarqmail.com 

 

Crossroads Baptist 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 693-2777 

 

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist 

14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 693-0341 

 

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist 

14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2797 

 

Olga Baptist 

2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2012 

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com  

 

Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God 

13235 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 694-8777 

 

Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God 

11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-5131 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 297-6472 

12 Step Programs along the Caloosahatchee 

Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people who struggled with alcohol addiction, 
a vast array of other programs were formed to aid and support those in recovery from other 
addictive disorders. These include the following groups: 

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website:  
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html 

Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

ALVA: 

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 
33920 

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN 

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte 
78) Roads, Alva 

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org. 

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center 

FORT MYERS SHORES: 

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – 
Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: 

-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm 

LEHIGH ACRES: 

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

LEHIGH ACRES (cont): 

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971, 

 (239) 275-5111 
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-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
6:30PM 

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres, 

(866) 819-5346 

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY 
6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(888) 425-2666 

 

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

LABELLE: 

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098 
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle 

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM 

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM  

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM 

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON 

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM 

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle  

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM 

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM 

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(888) 425-2666 

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM 

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM 

133 N Bridge St, Labelle 

(866) 819-5346 
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Oher 12 step or non-12 step recovery group 

in the Alva area 
(From Hendry 
County Line to 
Fort Myers 
Shores, north 
and south of our 
river) please let 
me know its 
name, location 
and the phone 
number for 
information to 
list here. 

TY 
Kendewalt1@gmail.com 
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The Alva ONION SLICE  
https://theonion.com/ 

with sincere homage to  
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30 
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/                                              https://www.divorcecare.org/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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You can donate to a number of reputable 
charities that help Ukraine, including 

these reported by Google as reputable 
charities 

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-
standing and trusted charity that provides 
humanitarian aid and emergency response  

Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides technology, training, 
and accouterments to the Armed Forces of Ukraine  

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and 
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates 
for Ukraine  

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars 
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid  

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization  

Other organizations that help Ukraine  

World Central Kitchen  Sunflowers for Peace 

Caritas Ukraine   Voices of Children 

Vostok SOS 

Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect Yourself 

Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust. 

Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations. 
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Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters. 

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a 
charity. 

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card, 
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC. 

Practice good cyber hygiene: 

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know. 

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.  

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext. 

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com. 

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work 
on your home or business. 

 

ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter – Advertising Rates as of March 21, 2025 

The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,500 individual 
subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well. 

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose. 

Advertising rates per each month : 

¼ Page...        one issue:  $40.00,   six issues: $30.00each,   twelve issues: $25.00each 

 ½  Page...       one issue:  $60.00,   six issues: $50.00each,   twelve issues: $40.00each 

 Full Page...     one issue:  $100.00,   six issues: $90.00each,   twelve issues: $70.00each 

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy 
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.  

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is 
published.  Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance. 

Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the 
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona 

DeWalt, noted: OTR. 

CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions.  kendewalt@ontheriver.org    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations

support the mission of ON THE RIVER.
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