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As always, please share with anyone. Ken DeWalt, publisher, www.OnTheRiver.org          

      On The RIVER NEWS 

Connecting Caloosahatchee River Communities from Fort Myers Shores to LaBelle 
                        For all our NEIGHBORS and NEIGHBORHOODS 

_______________________________________________ 

TO SUBSCRIBE, offer articles, or to contact the publisher/editor with any questions, email:                    
kendewalt@ontheriver.org 

The deadline for receipt of any materials is the 20th of the month. Issues go out before the 1st of each month, and may be edited. 

See our commercial advertising terms on the last page of this newsletter. We encourage all subscribers to consider 
patronizing the paid advertisers. Their support of our mission helps us provide you with local news every month. 
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Special THANKS to all who support our PAID ADVERTISER’s. 
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Melissa Musselman 
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ON THE RIVER NEWS 
The area we cover for news and non-profit events 

 

High School NNN, Opening in August of 2027 
Situated at Joel Blvd. and Tuckahoe Rd. in Eastern Lee County, High School NNN will open in August of 
2027. The school will have a learning space for 2,000 students from the surrounding area in Alva and 
Lehigh Acres. Students will have advanced learning opportunities, with a focus on agriculture and 
career academies, as well as a variety of athletics and clubs for students to get involved in. High School 
NNN will also feature an Early Childhood Academy, providing daycare to School District employees with 
young children. 

Almost all of the concerns raised repeatedly over the several years of this project, which was at first, in 
2017, approved by the Alva INC resident’s group, are addressed by the Lee County School Board on 
their website.  However, one of the largest concerns, and it is not a local Alva issue, it is a Lee County 

wide concern, is not. 

Repeated projects of massive scale have been taken on by the 
district school board in the past several decades with many 
going WAY over budget, requiring many corrections to original 
plans.  The most recent example of this is the finally completed 
Riverdale High School expansion which, since inception to 
completion, almost tripled in cost. 

Vigilant citizens are called upon to watch the school boards 
decisions on spending the huge budget they are given care of.  
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Some of the money is from state and federal grants, but most will always be tax dollars. 

“It is truly unfortunate, but the Bypass study came to a 
screeching halt at the 10/1/2025 LaBelle meeting with 

FDOT.” 
(Email to his Second Bridge Group by Leonard N. Enriquez) 

Mr. Enriquez, or Len, as he likes to be known, is the longtime leader of this LaBelle 
resident’s group.  They have been trying to convince both the Florida Department 
of Transportation and some of the LaBelle civic leaders to take a second look at the 
location for a second new bascule (opening) drawbridge where Bridge Street in 
central Labelle crosses the Caloosahatchee River on one 60+ year old bridge.  

 

The original 2024 FDOT plan for the second bridge and route changes throughout the city of LaBelle 

Until the evening of October 1 at the LaBelle Civic Center Len and the SBG were very hopeful that 
increased truck and heavy vehicle traffic could be routed around center city with the second bridge 
placed east or west of the city with a bypass forcing those bigger vehicles which were non-local to 
drive around LaBelle instead of through the historic district of LaBelle. 

The beginning of Mr. Enriquez’ email: 

“It is truly unfortunate, but the Bypass study came to a screeching 
halt at last night's 10/1/2025 meeting with FDOT.  

“The fatal flaw is that (FDOT) Staff decided to weight (prioritize) 
candidate routes so that routes that will bulldoze through our 
existing communities and require demolition of existing homes and 
businesses are the only ones left as candidates. 

“We, SBG, had suggested a route that staff calls "Alternative 13" that looped (east)around the City on 
Helms Road, then northward, largely through pastures, along the eastern end of Port LaBelle before 
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crossing the river.  This Alternative 13 route through already environmentally disturbed pasture lands 
probably avoids the demolition of even one home or business.  But now, Staff has eliminated 
Alternative 13 (and other low-impact routes) from the list of their "Advanced" candidates for further 
consideration.  

“It is frankly disappointing and shocking that FDOT staff and consultants (who included Town Planners 
in their ranks) ignored our community priorities (minimum demolition and disruption to already built-
up areas) at this extreme level. We sincerely hope this was done through insensitivity and "robot 
planning" rather than intentionally as a means to drive the entire process back to the "Dogleg" plan 
placing the two bridges back in front of our remaining Riverfront and Library green spaces and, among 
other effects:  

 = Flowing second bridge traffic onto Main Street, turning that quiet Oak Canopy Road into a 
busy highway and endangering pedestrians who use the UPTG elementary School and the 
Daycare Center, or are just trying to cross over to downtown 

 = Flowing second bridge traffic down onto a serious bottleneck traffic light (or new roundabout) 
on Park Avenue 

 = Concentrating forever the growing tractor-trailer and dump truck traffic onto Bridge Street, 
making it permanently more uncrossable than it is even today.  We need foot traffic to make 
our Downtown survive and flourish. 

“There may still be time to stop it (the above plan) and get it back on track so that we are not stuck 
back with the Dogleg plan. 

“We encourage everyone to send in your comments to FDOT.  If you think it makes sense, please 
glance at the Project Webpage, then vote in your comments for SBG's "minimum demolition” 
Alternative 13 to be returned to the list of "Advanced Alternatives" for (at least) further consideration.   

“Comments may be provided through the project webpage (www.SWFLROADS.com/project/453578-
1) or by email (Vitor.Suguri@dot.state.fl.us) or mail (FDOT District One, Attn: Vitor Suguri, 801 N. 
Broadway Ave. MS 1-40, Bartow, FL 33830).” 

Editor’s note: While comments about the project are accepted at any time, they had to be received or 
postmarked by October 15 to be included in the formal record. However, whatever plan comes about 
nothing is finalized yet. If you have an interest, make your comments known now. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Southwest Florida realtors sound alarm after five vacant lot scams 
(TY Fox4 News-Bella Line) 

The Royal Palm Coast Realtor Association said five fake 
real estate transactions were caught in just 48 hours in 
Southwest Florida, and their president was almost a 
victim. 

It started with a phone call for Karen Borrelli, president 
of the Royal Palm Coast Realtor Association. 

"I received a call from the title company that asked if I 
had put my land up for sale, that they had a contract on 

it, and we're getting ready to close on it," Borrelli said. 

She looked it up and discovered her property was listed on the market without her knowledge. 

"I was so angry, you know, and I was, I was scared, because even though if it does happen, it's still 
going to cost me money and attorney fees to get it back," Borrelli said. 

She said unfortunately it's a common scam. 

"I was lucky that they caught it before the deed actually transferred," Borrelli said. "I never thought it 
would happen to me." 

James Sommers, a Cape Coral realtor, said he sees this type of fraud frequently. "At least once every 
other week. Sometimes I'll get two or three a week," Sommers said. 

There are red flags to look out for when dealing with potential scammers. 

"I'll ask for a picture of their ID, their passport, their driver's license. Nine times out of 10, they have a 
reason why they don't have the driver's license on them," Sommers said. 

The association said scammers are usually in a rush to sell. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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(TY East Lee News) 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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Start Your Child’s Greatest Adventure: Why Southwest 
Florida Families Choose Cub Scouts 

(TY Gulf Coast News-Danica Feuz) 

The days are full—school drop-offs, soccer, homework, screen time. You keep it moving, because your 
kid’s schedule demands it, and that’s what families do. But in the middle of it all, you sometimes 
wonder if they’re getting what really matters. Not just grades or gold stars, but the stuff that sticks. 
Confidence. Curiosity. A sense of who they are—and who they’re becoming. 

This sounds like a job for Cub Scouts. 

Part of Scouting America, Cub Scouts is opening the door to 
a new generation of families—co-ed, inclusive, and focused 
on what kids really need: time outside, hands-on 
experiences, and room to try, mess up, and try again. And 
in Southwest Florida, where outdoor adventure is right in 
your backyard, it just makes sense. 

For families in Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, and 
Collier, Cub Scouts offers something a little different: not 
just activities, but real memories—and real moments 
where kids start to come into their own. 

The Little Moments That Build Something Bigger 

Ask NFL running back David Montgomery what set him on the right track, and he won’t just point to 
football. He’ll tell you about a bright yellow Pinewood Derby car or a community service project that 
taught him what it means to give back. 

“I didn’t really have much growing up,” says Montgomery, now a father himself and a proud Eagle 
Scout. “But I did have a mom—and she gave me a strong foundation. She signed me up for Scouts, and 
I quickly fell in love with the outdoors.” 

David Montgomery’s story is extraordinary, but the heart of it is familiar. A lot of kids show up not 
knowing much about Cub Scouts—just that there’ll be campouts, maybe a race car to build. Before 
long, they’re out there figuring things out: how to build a campfire, how to work with a team, how to 
try again when something doesn’t go right. 

Parents Welcome. Actually, Parents Needed. 

Cub Scouts invites parents to be part of the journey, rather than just 
watching from the bleachers. They can serve as den leaders, 
coordinate events—or just show up and make s’mores together. 

“Cub Scouts is a family-friendly program,” says longtime Southwest 
Florida volunteer Tracy Hoffman. “Families are encouraged to 
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participate in everything—from meetings to campouts. It’s such a great opportunity to join a program 
that brings the whole family together.” 

As the Council’s volunteer “Popcorn Kernel,” Hoffman helps lead the annual popcorn fundraiser—a key 
source of support for local packs. Proceeds help cover everything from uniforms and camping gear to 
leadership training and big-ticket outings. 

“The fundraiser can fund an entire year of Scouting in a couple of months,” Hoffman says, adding that 
some packs can fully cover their general account and not charge families dues. “Summer day camps, 
even trips to places like Kennedy Space Center—can all be paid for with fundraising dollars.” 

Skills You Don’t See on a Report Card 

To put it mildly, Cub Scouts is a blast. There are Pinewood Derbies, nature hikes, and messy 
experiments with baking soda volcanoes. But beneath the 
surface, there’s something more: a roadmap for personal growth, 
disguised as play. 

The program is broken into ranks by grade—Lion, Tiger, Wolf, 
Bear, and Webelos. Each one comes with new adventures that 
build on the last, helping kids grow a little more confident, a little 
more capable as they go. The badges they earn are not just for 
participating. They’re for learning things that matter: how to cook 
a meal, give first aid, take care of the environment, or solve a 
problem with a team. 

And now that Cub Scouts is co-ed, it’s easier for families with siblings to jump in together—no need to 
split up or sit one child out. 

Built for Busy Families—Like Yours 

By the time David Montgomery hit high school, he wasn’t just making plays on the 
football field—he was finishing the long road to becoming an Eagle Scout. That’s no 
small thing. It takes years of work, and he was doing it alongside early morning 
workouts and game-day pressure. 

“I had to learn how to prioritize what was important to me,” he says. “Football 
mattered—but Scouting was far more important.” 

That kind of time management doesn’t just show up one day. Kids start learning it early in Cub 
Scouts—when they’re figuring out how to show up for meetings, follow through on projects, and work 
effectively with a group. 

For families juggling a full calendar, that’s part of what makes the program work. Cub Scouts doesn’t 
get in the way of sports or piano lessons—it helps kids get more out of them. It’s where they learn how 
to lead, how to stick with something, and how to bounce back when something doesn’t go their way. 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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“Traditional extracurriculars are important,” Hoffman says. “But Cub Scouts is unique in that it teaches 
character development, citizenship and values. Cub Scouts are learning and growing but they’re having 
so much fun, they don’t even know it. It’s fun, with a purpose!” 

Adventure Is Closer Than You Think  

Many families start their journey at a school night—
local gatherings where Cub Scout leaders introduce 
the program and answer questions. For kids, it’s a first 
glimpse of a new world: launching rockets, racing 
handmade cars, learning how to light a campfire, and 
seeing the kind of fun that doesn’t come with a 
screen. 

“Enjoy watching your Scout grow and have fun,” 
Hoffman says enthusiastically. “And as soon as you 
can, volunteer with your unit. There is nothing more 
rewarding than helping deliver this awesome program 
to a pack of Cub Scouts!” 

You Can See the Change—And Be Part of It 

Looking back, Montgomery says Scouting gave him more than just memories—it gave him a sense of 
who he wanted to become. 

Southwest Florida is home to dozens of active packs—tight-knit groups that meet regularly to go on 
adventures or take part in service projects. Whether your child is interested in science, nature, 
engineering, or just making new friends, there’s a place for them here. 

“As a young man, especially as an African American young man, it was hard to show emotion. But 
Scouting was a safe haven. I could go someplace to be me, unapologetically and without judgment. I 
needed that.” 

It’s a message he’s now sharing as a national Scouting Ambassador, encouraging other kids—and their 
parents—to give it a try. You’ll be surprised how much they’ll take from it—and how much you will too. 
“Cub Scouts have been a highlight of my son’s youth,” Hoffman says, “for 
both of us. Not only has he met friends and mentors he will remember 
and look up to for the rest of his life, but I have made lifelong friends 
too!” 

Explore local packs at beascout.scouting.org 

Find school night events at swflcouncilbsa.org 

Learn more at scouting.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Grant Fichter, President of Alva INC 

shares importance of preparing for 2026 elections NOW 
(TY FB- Grant Fichter) 
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Lee County commissioner, former Red Sox player Mike 
Greenwell dies 

(TY News Press-Stacey Henson) 

Former Red Sox player, lifelong Lee County resident and county 
commissioner has died of thyroid cancer. 

Lee County Government made the announcement about 2 p.m. Oct. 
9 that Mike Greenwell, 62, who represented District 5, has died. 

"It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of 
Commissioner Mike Greenwell, a lifelong Lee County resident," the 
Facebook post said. "He was a strong advocate for the people and 
businesses of Lee County and will be remembered for seeking 
meaningful solutions to the challenges his community faced. 

"We extend our heartfelt condolences to his family, friends and all who were touched by his 
leadership." 

A Gov. Ron DeSantis appointee, he was elected to office in 2024. He formerly owned "Mike 
Greenwell's Bat-A-Ball & Family Fun Park." After it was sold, the park was renamed "Gator Mike's", a 
nod to his nickname. 

He had run several businesses, including a construction company and a farm, restaurant and produce 
stand. Lee County Sheriff Carmine Marceno said he admired Greenwell's admired professionalism and 
service to Lee County residents. 

"For those who knew him, Mike was a loyal family man, a dedicated business man, and local leader 
who was extremely passionate about the well-being of this county," the sheriff's social media said. 

Fellow commissioner Brian Hamman also expressed his condolences, echoing Greenwell's commitment 
to family and community. 

"I want to send my deepest sympathy, thoughts, and prayers to Tracy and the entire Greenwell 
family," he said in a social media post. "I always admired how much Mike cared for his family. He was 
proud of them and loved them deeply. 

"He also cared deeply for this community and worked hard to make it a better place as a 
commissioner." 

Hammon also recalled his strong work ethic. "After his baseball career, Mike drove race cars and later 
competed in professional bass fishing tournaments," he recalled. "Whatever he did, he worked hard to 
be at the top of his game." "I wish we could have worked together longer. We will miss you, #39," 
Hammon concluded. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 82, November 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 14 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

Bayshore Road safety concerns rise in North Fort Myers 
community 

North Fort Myers residents are expressing concerns about 
excessive speeding and inadequate street lighting along 
Bayshore Road.  

They fear for their safety, especially once the sun sets, making 
the road dark and dangerous for both drivers and pedestrians. 

Bonnie Addis, a North Fort Myers resident, shared her 
concerns about the lighting situation. 

"They really do not provide adequate lighting to come in here 
safely," said Addis. "I mean, you just have to really take your 
time and know where you're going." 

Neighbors are worried that the speeding drivers could 
lead to accidents. Since 2023, WINK News has reported 
five crashes along Bayshore Road, four of which were 
fatal. 

Addis further commented on the dangerous driving 
behavior in the area. 

"Before we moved in here, there was a case in point 
that somebody did get killed here at this intersection," said Addis. "I don't know if they were going out 
or coming in, but, you know, just for the way traffic goes, they don't obey the speed limit. And so, it's 
just a concern, that's all." 

WINK News contacted the Florida Department of Transportation to inquire about any plans for new 
safety measures. We also requested local crash statistics since 2023; however, our reporters are 
waiting for a response. 
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A major Everglades project is failing us 
There’s a mantra in journalism that often 
arose during my two decades in the news 
business:  

“If your mother tells you she loves you, 
check it out.” 

In other words: verify, verify, verify. 

That philosophy guides our work at 
Friends of the Everglades, too. We don’t 
take politicians’ talking points at face 
value. We let science lead the way — and 
we make sure government agencies follow 
through on promises to the public. 

Regrettably, we just discovered a major Everglades restoration project is falling WAY short of promised 
environmental goals.  

The Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir A-2 STA is a 6,500 acre man-made marsh being built by the 
South Florida Water Management District south of Lake Okeechobee. This Stormwater Treatment Area 
— and the EAA Reservoir it will be connected to — were sold to the public as “a crown jewel.” They 
were supposed to be a way to reduce harmful Lake O discharges to the northern estuaries, while 
sending more clean water to the southern Everglades.  

The problem is, the STA will do neither of those things — not if SFWMD and the Army Corps of 
Engineers move forward with their plans for near-term operations of the STA. Instead, the $228 million 
marsh will be used primarily to treat polluted runoff from sugarcane fields. That would be yet another 
taxpayer handout to Big Sugar, at the expense of the Everglades. 

We’re pushing SFWMD and the Army Corps to fix these flaws before it’s too late. The solution is clear: 
Use the new STA to clean only Lake Okeechobee water, which will help the northern estuaries AND the 
southern Everglades. 

-------------------------------------https://www.everglades.org/------ 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://www.everglades.org/


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 82, November 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 16 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

Please consider supporting our paid advertisers below with 
your business. They are supporting the mission of ON THE 

RIVER for you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(Paid Ad- 10/25) 
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ALVA EVENTS 

--------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC 
21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join   

Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401 

Info@AlvaFl.org    www.ALVAFL.org   NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community 
Center 

ALVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER 

https://usshannahnsdar.org/ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Alva 
Library 

Museum 
21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL 

33920 

Originally a public library built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers. 

The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc. 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm 

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at:  http://alvaflmuseum.com  

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

         Big News from the Alva Museum!          
We’re excited to announce that the Alva Museum has received grant support to launch 

a new cultural project: The Cracker Cowboy Project. 

Timeline:   This initiative will celebrate the history, art, and legacy of Florida’s Cracker 
Cowboys — from the families who worked these lands to the artists and storytellers 

who keep the tradition alive today. 

Community Involvement:   Planning begins this fall, and we’ll be building throughout 
the year — with events, exhibits, and community programs scheduled to kick off later in 

2026. 

We want this to be a project for and with our community. If you have stories, 
photographs, artifacts, or family history tied to Florida’s ranching and cowboy culture, 

now is the time to reach out. 

Coming Attractions (Sneak Peek):   A major exhibit opening next year featuring local 
Cracker Cowboy artists and historians. 

Storytelling nights highlighting ranching families of Alva, LaBelle, Fort Denaud, and 
beyond. And Youth workshops connecting Florida history with art and culture. 
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The ALVA GARDEN CLUB 
Each month we have special speakers presenting interesting and relevant 

information. We also plan field trips that enhance our knowledge and 
inspire good garden practices. Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still 

only $10 per person. We meet in the Alva Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1 pm. 

Everyone is welcomed to join or simply attend the meetings as guests!  
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2025 National Wreaths Across America Day is on Saturday, 

December 13th.  The USS Hannah Chapter, NSDAR welcomes you to come 

and participate in laying wreaths on the veterans graves at Alva Cemetery.   

We still need 44 wreaths for 145 veteran graves.  The wreaths are fresh 

balsam and come from Worcester Tree Farm in Maine every year.  It is a 

wonderful way to honor our veterans by placing these  

wreaths on their graves.  You can purchase from the website with a credit 

card. We have been doing this for Alva Cemetery for almost 10 years now.  

The ceremony begins promptly at 12 noon.  We hope to see you there. 

 

Prior to the ceremony at the cemetery, we will be dedicating a Never Forget 

Garden at 11:30AM.  The Never Forget Garden remembers all who fought for 

our Freedom, and it teaches us that FREEDOM IS NOT FREE!  There was a 

price to pay.   

A  Never Forget Garden plaque was placed at the Alva Library by the Alva 

Garden Club last year and this one is being done by USS Hannah, NSDAR.   

You can also buy one for your home, church or organization garden and the 

proceeds from the purchase goes to the Tomb of the Unknowns Guards at 

Arlington Cemetery. Information will be available on Dec 13th. 

 

To purchase wreaths, go to:   www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/FL0533P.   

This is our designation for Alva Cemetery. The location code if you need it is 

FLACAF.  The wreaths are $17 each. 

Thank you for participating in honoring our veterans.    REMEMBER. HONOR. 

TEACH  is the motto of Wreaths Across America. 

Any questions can be directed to Georgette Lundquist, jglundy7@gmail.com 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 82, November 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 26 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

BUCKINGHAM & FORT 

MYERS SHORES EVENTS  

---------------------------------- 
FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB 

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973, and 

helps with so many community projects in East Lee County and with 

District and International Rotary activities. 

They meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the 

River Hall Country Club.  Stop by and join us for an invigorating 

meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great 

speakers!  For more information, contact 

FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com   https://www.fmeastrotary.com/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Click for NOVEMBER EVENTS at Riverdale Library: 

https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/11?bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_cl

osing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5

D=144&branches%5B336%5D=336 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS  

--------------------------------- 

 

Barron Library 

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 
33935 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------- 
 

HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES 
https://healthierhendryglades.org/ 

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle 

OUR MISSION 

The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is 
to serve, shelter, and protect the 
homeless pets in our care. We are 

dedicated to finding permanent and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our 
no-kill facility provides low cost spay/neuter services to the community with the goal of reducing the 

extreme overpopulation of unwanted pets. 

SHELTER (863) 675-0997     CLINIC (863) 675-7387         info@caloosahumanesociety.org 
https://caloosahumanesociety.org/ 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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 HERITAGE MUSEUM: LaBelle’s century-
old landmark  

NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm 

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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OUR NEW WEBSITE! 

https://firehousecommunitytheatre.org/ 
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NORTH FORT MYERS & 

NORTH OLGA EVENTS 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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FOR ALL OF US EVENTS 

------------------------------------  
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Punta Gorda AIRPORT 

One of only two B-29 Superfortresses  

 still flying in the world today, see them up close right here in Charlotte 

County. 

 

             November 1 & 2 | Punta Gorda 

Airport 

      Tickets: FloridaAirshow.com 
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East Lee Wildlife  

Stewardship Group 

Donate Today:  

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941 

Contact    https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

South Florida Wildlands 
Association 

a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of 
wildlife and habitat in the Greater Everglades. 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ https:/ 
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Lee County Florida 4-H 
Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and 

showing a livestock animal? You will need to 
ensure that your ethics is up to date in 

order to show at our local livestock shows.  

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please 
visit Florida State Fair Agribusiness website 

at https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/ 

- Please note classes fill up quickly, and you 
as the exhibitor/family are encouraged to 

stay on top of registration. For the full list of 
classes, please visit the Florida State Fair  

website (this is updated as classes are 
added). 
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PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA 

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information 
to engage government officials more effectively by helping them better understand what is 

happening in their local communities and the effect big money has on local politics. 

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are 
increasingly unable to meet the informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling 

resources. 

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media 
demands for public records too frequently result in questionable agency-imposed rules and 

restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of accessibility of accurate reporting and 
over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet and social media 
more often results in misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need 
access to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information in order to hold government accountable. 

NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for  

Lee County 

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/  

Updated constantly 
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CALUSA WATERKEEPER MISSION 

To Protect and Restore the Caloosahatchee 
River from Lake Okeechobee to the Coastal 

Waters. 

 

Event Details: 

Date: Friday, 
November 7, 2024 

Time: 3:30 to 6 
p.m. 

Location: 
Caloosa Sound 
Convention 
Center 

Attire: Semi-
formal/cocktail 

Individual 
Tickets: 

Starting at $75 

Sponsorships: 
Starting at $750 

 
Calusa Waterkeeper 

P.O. Box 1165 

Ft. Myers, FL 33902 

239-899-1440 

info@CalusaWaterkeeper.org 
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------Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee 
County, Florida 

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator, 
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com 

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator 

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory 
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work, 
law enforcement, corrections and education.  In addition, Single 
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned 
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org  or your local 

United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The ALVA BOOKIE Book Review 

By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot 
GENTLYUSED BOOK Store in Douglassville, Eastern PA, then sold it. The new owner 

changed the name and added new titles then added a second location 

storehttps://starrbookstore.com/ 

She and Ken have traveled the continent over the past 10 summers visiting friends, family, 
historic and natural wonders AND Friends of the Library Used Bookstores to search for 

desired used books at up to 90% discount under list prices and in great condition. 

Mona visits library and thrift used book stores everywhere she goes to save up to 90% off on 
real paper books. She is not a screen reader. She and Ken have a constantly changing home collection of over 

200 titles yet to read. When read they are usually donated to another library book store or friends. 

Ramona retired with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help others learn the joys 
of reading from helping to build the Children & Youth Library at Charleston Park 

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

---------------------------------- 

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse by Charles Macksey. 

A very special read 

Whether you are eight, or eighty. This book is simple, yet profound. Take ten 
minutes to read it, or an hour or more to contemplate each statement, each page. 
Should be required reading for people of all ages ... young and old. 

Mockingbird Summer by Lynda Rutledge, 2024 

In segregated High Cotton, Texas, in 1964, the racial divide is as clear as the 
railroad tracks running through town. It's also where two girls are going to 
shake things up. 

This is the last summer of thirteen -year-old Corky Corcran's childhood, and her family 
hires a Haitian housekeeper who brings her daughter, America, along with her. 

When Corky asks America to play with her girls' softball team for the annual church 
rivals game, it's a move that crosses the color line and sets off a firestorm. Set on the 

eve of massive cultural shifts, Mockingbird Summer explores the impact of great books, 
he burden of potential, and the power of friendship with humor, poignancy, and 

exhilarating hope. 
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protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all people in the United States 

 

 

     FOR 

 

https://www.aclufl.org/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a 
fraudulent deed.  

Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified 
within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or 

mortgage in your name. 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://my.lwv.org/florida/lee-county 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SCORE South West Florida 
2201 Second Street, Suite 500, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 (239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org 

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties 

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by phone, email, and 
in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also conduct workshops for both start-up 
entrepreneurs and seasoned small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent 
private 501-3C non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB 
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The Great Calusa Blueway 
Paddling Trail  

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that 
meanders through the coastal waters and inland 

tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts 
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant 

marine life, shore birds and crustaceans. 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.RichAndLaurieInSouthFlorida.com   

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and 
more! 

For information on where to go and what to do in 
SWFL! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The global farm is not only a hands-on training ground for 

those searching for help in tropical agriculture, but also an 

educational tool to make the public aware of hunger related 

issues and the answers there are to alleviate malnutrition 

and starvation. 

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce 

https://www.echonet.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog walking is 
allowed at many locations (listed below). 

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking 
in the park.                      Find out more at:        https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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--- 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Manatee Park 

10901 Palm Beach Blvd, 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

239 690 5030 

 

 

Olga Community Park 

2325 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 533-7275 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Six Mile Cypress Slough, Lee 

County Park 

7751 Penzance Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL. 33966 

A mile of wonder 30 minutes away from Alva. 
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Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park 

17980 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920 

-Great for quiet creek kayaking. -Fun for walks and picnics. 

______________________________________________ 

ALVA BOAT RAMP PARK 

21580 Pearl St,  

Alva, FL 33920 

 

W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam South Recreation Area 

Franklin Lock Rd. , Alva , FL 33920. Contact: (239) 694-2582 

WP Franklin South Recreation Area is a day use area located on the Caloosahatchee River 
adjacent to the WP Franklin Lock and Dam. Visitors can watch boats traversing the 152 
mile Okeechobee Waterway 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

W.P Franklin Lock & Dam 
CAMPGROUND 

Camp by reservation only 

17850 NORTH FRANKLIN LOCK ROAD, ALVA, FL 33920, 239-694-8770 

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233661 

 

Alva Community Center PARK 

21471 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 , (239) 728-2882  

Shady lawns & baseball field 

----------------------- 
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Telegraph Creek: Unspoiled 
kayak trail out-of-the-way, uncrowded, scenic, 

quiet and full of wildlife. 

 

 

 

NORTH FORT MYERS Recreation 
Park 

2000 North Recreation Park Way, North Fort 
Myers, FL 33903,  

This park features an 18 hole Disc Golf course , call 

(239) 297-8916 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Veterans Park Recreation 
Center 

55 Homestead Road South, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
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Lee County Conservation 20/20 manages over 50 preserves spread throughout Lee County, including within 
the boundaries of most cities. These preserves combined total nearly 30,000 acres. 

Preserves are open daily during daylight hours. Access may be limited at certain locations due to 
temporary flooding, special restoration projects, or isolated location. Information about each 

Conservation 20/20 preserve can be accessed from the website:      
http://www.leegov.com/conservation2020/preserves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALOOSAHATCHEE 

REGIONAL PARK 
19130 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 

EMAIL: leeparks@leegov.com 

Shelter rentals, primitive tent camping, Horse and bike trails.Campground 
phone: (239) 533-7421 

Alva Scrub Preserve 

Buckingham Trails Preserve 
Daniel's Preserve at Spanish Creek 

 

Olga Shores Preserve 

Telegraph Creek Preserve 

Bob Janes Preserve 

 Carter's Lane 

Oak hammock 

Frank Mann Preserve 
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Food for Thought: Bringing Snacks to the Table 

Meetings often feel more engaging when there’s something simple to share. With fall in 
the air, seasonal snacks can spark connection and make people feel cared for. Here’s a 
practical way to use food to strengthen your meeting culture. 

Food has always been a part of community life, and meetings are no exception. Sharing 
something to eat—even something small—can build a sense of connection and 
encourage participation. A plate of pumpkin muffins, apple slices, or spiced nuts says, 
“You’re welcome here.” 

If you’re thinking about adding snacks to your meetings, here are a few guidelines: 

1. Keep it simple. Bite-sized, easy-to-handle items work best. No one wants to 
balance a full plate during discussion. 

2. Be seasonal. Celebrate the time of year. In fall, think pumpkin bread, warm cider, 
or trail mix. In spring, fresh fruit or lemon cookies. 

3. Consider everyone. Offer a mix that includes a nut-free or gluten-free option so 
everyone feels included. 

4. Make it intentional. Don’t just put food on the table. Frame it as part of how you 
build community. 

You can open your meeting with: “Before we start, you’ll notice some snacks on the 
table. Sharing food is one way we remind ourselves this isn’t just business—it’s 
community. Help yourself, and let’s get started.” 

Even a modest spread can shift the tone of a meeting. When people feel comfortable 
and cared for, they are more likely to participate, listen, and contribute. 

Author: Laurie Dougherty is a professional facilitator and trainer specializing in helping groups run 
more effective and engaging meetings. With years of experience in leadership training and community 
engagement, Laurie provides practical, easy-to-implement strategies to improve group discussions.  
Laurie has made Alva her home since 2021.  
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Pumpkin Flan Using Florida Dairy Milk 

Ingredients 

Caramel 

1 cup granulated sugar 

2 tablespoons water 

Flan 

3/4 cup granulated sugar 

1-1/4 cup of whole milk 

1 tablespoon vanilla extract 

1 tablespoon Whiskey (optional) 

1 (15-ounce) can of pumpkin puree (not the pumpkin pie mixture) 

1-1 / 2 tablespoons cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger  

1/4 tablespoon of cayenne pepper 

1/4 tablespoon ground nutmeg 

6 eggs 

Preparation 

Set a shelf in the center of the oven and preheat the oven to 350 °. Boil 32 oz of water. Prepare 8 
greased molds (4 to 6 ounces) in a large baking pan. 

Caramel: Mix the sugar and water in a small saucepan. Bring to a boil over medium-high heat, stirring 
with a fork until the sugar dissolves, about 3 minutes. Stop stirring and let the sugar continue cooking 
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until it turns dark brown, about 4 minutes. Remove from the heat and carefully divide the hot caramel 
between the 8 prepared molds. Allow to cool. 

Flan: Add the 6 tablespoons sugar, milk, vanilla, and whiskey in a 1-quart saucepan. Bring to a boil over 
medium high heat, then remove. In a small container, mix remaining sugar with cinnamon, ginger, 
pepper, and nutmeg. In a container, beat the eggs. Add the sugar mixture and whisk until well mixed 
with the eggs, then add the pumpkin puree until well blended. Add the hot milk mixture gradually, 
beating constantly, until well mixed. Remove the foam from the surface. 

Bake: Carefully pour the uniform mixture into the individual molds. Pull the oven rack in half and place 
the bowl on the rack. Pour the hot water into the large baking pan until it reaches half way up of the 8 
individual molds. Gently slide the grill into the oven and bake about 25 to 30 minutes or until the flans 
have the center a little wobbly. Carefully remove the bowl from the oven and place it on a cutting 
board. Let the custards rest in molds for 5 minutes, then remove and place in the refrigerator until they 
are cold, at least 2 hours. 

Serving: Let the flans rest at room temperature for 10 to 15 minutes. Dip the bottom of each mold 
briefly into a bowl of warm water to warm the caramel slightly. Invert the puddings on dessert plates, 
slap the bottom to release the custard and carefully lift the molds. The caramel should be squeezed 
through the surface of the custard. 

Top with whipped cream if desired. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Give TIME. Give 
MONEY. Give FOOD. 

To make a donation, call 

(239) 334-7007 or visit 

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org 

 

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you 

can help. 

For Food pickup locations: 
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https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations 

The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and 
print these information cards to share with any person, 

documented or not, you may know who may be in danger. 

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in 
Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights. 
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Alva Area FOOD 
PANTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Vincent DePaul RC 

Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry 

 Call (239) 694-3985 for hours 

open. 

 

ALVA Methodist Church 

Food Pantry @ Bethany House 

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

239-728-2277 

 

Charleston Park 

Community Center 

239-728-8895 

FOOD PANTRY 

Every week, Friday, 10am-2pm 

Grace Church, Fort 

Myers Shores 

2nd Saturday every month 

Food pick-up is by appointment. 

Call the church office at 239-694-

2797 for information. 

CALVARY NATIONS 

Church 

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva 

Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies 

run out. 

239-7285566 
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Some LaBelle Area Churches: 

Assemblies of God  

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0900 

 

Carlson Memorial Church 

310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935 

(863) 675-0656 

 

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle 

Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST 

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/ 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2
83YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09 

 

Church of Christ Central 

60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4796 

 

Eastside Baptist Church 

1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3595 

 

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle 

431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-5947 

 

Grace Baptist 

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3349 

International Christian Fellowship 

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935  

(863) 675-4227 

Pentecostal Church of God 

55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0938 

 

LaBelle Assembly of God 

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL 

(863) 675-0900 

 

LaBelle First Baptist 

330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-2171 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish 

355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0030 

 

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed 

540 1st Ave LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-2100 

 

Good Shepherd Episcopal 

1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-0385 

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org  

Christ The King Lutheran 

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(941) 675-2733 

New Testament Assembly 
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60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 674-0444  

Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist 

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-1435 

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist 

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4451 

Bethel Holiness 

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935 

 

 

 

Church of Peace 

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074 

New Bethel Baptist 

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3205 

Upper Room Church of God 

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-7001 

 

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores 
Churches:

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church 

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.stvincentftmyers.org  239-693-0818 

 

Alva Methodist Church 

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96 

Alva, FL 33920 

Alvamc@embarqmail.com 

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277 

 

Alva Church of God 

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920 

239-728-2644 

Liberation International Church 

Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL 33920,     

239-601-4870 

 

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ 

23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park 
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Alva, FL, 33920     239-770-4974 

 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church 

4241 Buckingham Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.buckinghampc.org 

 

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church) 

Alva, FL, 33920 

239-728-5566 

First Spanish Assembly of God Church 

2219 Joel Blvd 

Alva, FL 

 

Countryside Wesleyan Church 

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920 

239-368-3270 

 

Calvary Nations Church 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd 

Alva, FL 33920 

CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com 

www.calvarynations.org      239-728-5566 

First Baptist Church of Alva 

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920    

www.alvabaptist.com          239-728-2034         

 

Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores 

14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 

www.egracechurch.com    239-694-2797 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
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14531 Old Olga Road,  

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.blcefm.org   239-694-3878 

Olga Baptist Church 

2364 South Olga Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.olgabaptist.org   239-694-2012 

olgabapch1@embarqmail.com 

 

Crossroads Baptist 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 693-2777 

 

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist 

14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 693-0341 

 

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist 

14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2797 

 

Olga Baptist 

2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2012 

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com  

 

Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God 

13235 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 694-8777 

 

Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God 

11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-5131 
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Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 297-6472 

12 Step Programs along the Caloosahatchee 

Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people who struggled with alcohol addiction, 
a vast array of other programs were formed to aid and support those in recovery from other 
addictive disorders. These include the following groups: 

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website:  
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html 

Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

ALVA: 

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 
33920 

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN 

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte 
78) Roads, Alva 

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org. 

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center 

FORT MYERS SHORES: 

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – 
Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: 

-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm 

LEHIGH ACRES: 

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

LEHIGH ACRES (cont): 

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971, 

 (239) 275-5111 
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-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
6:30PM 

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres, 

(866) 819-5346 

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY 
6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(888) 425-2666 

 

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

LABELLE: 

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098 
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle 

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM 

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM  

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM 

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON 

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM 

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle  

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM 

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM 

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(888) 425-2666 

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM 

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM 

133 N Bridge St, Labelle 

(866) 819-5346 
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Oher 12 step or non-12 step recovery group 

in the Alva area 
(From Hendry 
County Line to 
Fort Myers 
Shores, north 
and south of our 
river) please let 
me know its 
name, location 
and the phone 
number for 
information to 
list here. 

TY 
Kendewalt1@gmail.com 
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The Alva ONION SLICE  
https://theonion.com/ 

with sincere homage to  
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30 
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/                                              https://www.divorcecare.org/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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You can donate to a number of reputable 
charities that help Ukraine, including 

these reported by Google as reputable 
charities 

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-
standing and trusted charity that provides 
humanitarian aid and emergency response  

Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides technology, training, 
and accouterments to the Armed Forces of Ukraine  

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and 
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates 
for Ukraine  

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars 
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid  

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization  

Other organizations that help Ukraine  

World Central Kitchen  Sunflowers for Peace 

Caritas Ukraine   Voices of Children 

Vostok SOS 

Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect Yourself 

Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust. 

Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations. 
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Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters. 

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a 
charity. 

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card, 
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC. 

Practice good cyber hygiene: 

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know. 

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.  

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext. 

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com. 

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work 
on your home or business. 

 

ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter – Advertising Rates as of March 21, 2025 

The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,500 individual 
subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well. 

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose. 

Advertising rates per each month : 

¼ Page...        one issue:  $40.00,   six issues: $30.00each,   twelve issues: $25.00each 

 ½  Page...       one issue:  $60.00,   six issues: $50.00each,   twelve issues: $40.00each 

 Full Page...     one issue:  $100.00,   six issues: $90.00each,   twelve issues: $70.00each 

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy 
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.  

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is 
published.  Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance. 

Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the 
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona 

DeWalt, noted: OTR. 

CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions.  kendewalt@ontheriver.org    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations

support the mission of ON THE RIVER.
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