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NEWS 
The area we cover for news and non-profit events 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wawa Gas Station for LaBelle discussed at public meeting 
(TY Leonard N., Len, Enriquez) 

The Wawa meeting at LaBelle Civic Center Tuesday 7/29 did it 
not go well for the developer (who says he wants to buy the 
Sandlot from its current owner, then rent it out to Wawa). 

The developer & Wawa say they want to change the property’s 
zoning from its current status “Historic Downtown Business 
District” to commercial zoning class. 

They say they want to close off Yeomans Ave between Main 
and College. However, much of the crowd chuckled when the 
Developer’s consultant said basically: “You can always drive 
straight through the Wawa parking lot”, assuming there is no 
congestion in the parking lot. 

ALL traffic would enter and leave the gas station through either Main or College (no entrance from 
SR80) so that the gas station traffic will increase the difficulty of walking both of those now quiet 
streets that lead into the Downtown Historic area. 

A major concern is that there does not appear to be a need in this market for another gas station in 
LaBelle, especially in it’s center. Outside the city, where new developments are being built, might make 
more sense. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOT THE PROPOSED ACTUAL BUILDING 
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(TY East Lee News-The Roar) 
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Lee County may build EMS facility in Alva 

but some have mixed feelings 

A retired EMS worker says the site isn’t where service is needed, and sees it as a sign of the growth 
neighbors have been fighting 

(TY Fox 4 NEWS-Austin Schargorodski) 

Lee County commissioners could buy a 
plot of land in Alva for a future EMS 
facility. Retired EMS worker who calls 
the plan bittersweet, saying it’s tied to 
the growth heading this way. 

the growth neighbors have been 
fighting 

The county’s looking to spend 
$330,000 to buy a 0.71-acre lot on 
River Hall Parkway, right off State 
Road 80. They say they plan to, one 
day, build an EMS station there to 
better serve the Alva area. 

But retired EMS worker Denise Eberle says there’s another place she thinks makes more sense: State 
Road 31. “Which is actually where it would be needed because of all 
the development that's occurring on 31 between Babcock Ranch and 
Neal Communities,” Eberle said. 

Schargorodski has previously reported on a recently approved 1,100-
home development by Neal Communities off SR-31. At the time, 
people who live in Alva said packing that many homes into a rural 
area would put too much strain on local services like EMS. 

“We are aware that there is not sufficient fire and EMS services to service the entire footprint so public 
safety is a concern,” said Grant Fichter, President of Alva Inc. 

Watch to see what the retired EMS worker told 
Austin about the possible new facility: 

Schargorodski has previously reported on a recently 
approved 1,100-home development by Neal 
Communities off SR-31. At the time, people who live 
in Alva said packing that many homes into a rural 
area would put too much strain on local services like 
EMS. 
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“We are aware that there is not sufficient fire and EMS services to service the entire footprint so public 
safety is a concern,” said Grant Fichter, President of Alva Inc. 

So, Eberle says it’s good to see the county prioritizing EMS service here. But she calls it bittersweet, 
believing it’s meant to sustain growth many in Alva have been pushing back against, including a new 
high school and eventual middle school proposed off Tuckahoe and Joel Road. 

“Following that would come development,” Eberle said. 

Lee County says Alva is part of their capital improvement plan. They say the fire truck at the Fort Myers 
Shores station already has a paramedic on board, so only EMT staff would be needed to run an 
ambulance full-time, and that staff is already trained and ready. 

Lee County commissioners will be discussing the lot purchase and its future. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Boardwalk repairs finally coming to Alva Park nearly 3 years 
after Ian damage 

Lee County approves nearly $4 million to repair boardwalks, including at 
Caloosahatchee Regional Park in Alva 

(TY Fox News- Austin Schargorodski) 

Nearly three years later, a damaged boardwalk at Caloosahatchee 
Regional Park in Alva just got the green light to be fixed after Hurricane 
Ian left it in pieces. 

Fox 4’s Alva Community Correspondent Austin Schargorodski works in 
the area daily, so he stopped by the park to check out the damage and 
hear what neighbors think about the fix. 

This park stretches right along the Caloosahatchee with more than 20 
miles of hiking trails. But right now, it's a little less than that. A stretch of boardwalk is roped off 
because of damage from Hurricane Ian. You could see dozens of wooden planks missing along the 
path. 

Alannah Felton just started exploring the park, so she says the thought of 
getting more trails to choose from is a big deal. "There's already so many 
miles and so many different loops and trails in here, that that's so exciting to 
me that there will be another option," Felton said. 

That’s because commissioners approved a nearly $4 million dollar contract through FEMA and FDEM 
funding to fix this boardwalk and three others across Lee County, including Galt Preserve, Matanzas 
Pass Preserve, and Royal Palm Park. 

The county says work will begin this fall and, weather permitting, wrap up in about a year. You can 
track the progress on Lee County’s website. Just look for the “Boardwalk Repairs” section. 
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Lee County Commissioner Mike Greenwell diagnosed with 
thyroid cancer 

(TY WINK News-Nicholas Karsen) 

Lee County District 5 Commissioner Mike Greenwell has confirmed with WINK 
News that he is undergoing treatment for medullary thyroid cancer.  

According to Greenwell’s representatives, as part of his recovery and protection of 
his immune system, the district 5 commissioner has been working from home and 
participating in board meetings via Zoom and over the phone, stating that he has 
done so on Monday and Tuesday. 

In a statement regarding his health, Greenwell said, 

“I remain fully engaged and committed to serving the people of Lee County. My focus continues to be 
on growing our economy, advancing hurricane recovery efforts, and delivering a fiscally responsible, 
balanced budget that meets the needs of our rapidly growing community. I look forward to returning 
to the office as soon as I’m able, but in the meantime, I remain focused on county business while 
working remotely. As a man of faith, I sincerely appreciate the prayers and support while I fight this 
battle." 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Oak Park Village in ALVA Builds a New Riverfront 
For years the 1970s built riverfront was deteriorating. 
Fast and big boats were washing away the constantly 
repaired rocks, right back to the original steel sea wall. 

This summer the highly regarded HONC Construction 
was contracted to completely rebuild and rejuvenate an 
angled coral rock faced slope founded upon solid coral 
stone at its base. 

 

The results, especially 
once the grass grows 
in, are wonderful.  

Boat on by and take a 
look! 
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United Way 211: SWFL’s leading 
resource during hurricane season 

(TY Lake Okeechobee News-Madison Mitchell) 

 

The United Way 211 helpline is a trusted resource that streamlines access to essential services for 
Southwest Floridians, such as rent and utility assistance, food distribution and tax preparation support. 
It’s available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, connecting callers experiencing financial 
hardship, medical issues or another crisis. Trained staff and volunteers – real people, not automated 
bots – offer guidance in English and Spanish to help individuals and families navigate their next steps. 

Locally, United Way of Lee, Hendry, and Glades operates United 
Way 211, which is the community’s primary entry point into the 
health and human services system. During emergencies, though, 
United Way 211 becomes the community’s Emergency 
Information Hotline through a partnership with Lee County 
Emergency Management. The emergency helpline is activated 
during hurricanes and tropical storms, as well as public health 
emergencies like the early days of COVID-19, and representatives 
offer real-time information and support tailored to evolving 
needs during a crisis. 

When hurricanes approach and start impacting the region, the nature of calls to United Way 211 
becomes more urgent. Residents experiencing various levels of stress are seeking help with evacuation 
routes, shelter locations, access to life-saving medication and transportation options. The helpline’s 
staff and volunteers work tirelessly, using up-to-date information to help callers get the answers and 
information they need. 

To further support recovery, United Way coordinates a network of Resiliency Hubs 
across the region. These hubs distribute critical supplies, such as food and water, to 
storm survivors when utilities may be down and stores might be closed. Volunteers 
brought together by United Way also assist with tasks like clearing debris, delivering 
meals to homebound seniors and tarping damaged roofs. Their hands-on help in the 
wake of disaster expedites the region’s response and recovery. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, United Way 211 fielded more than 25,000 calls in the first thirty 
days. These included urgent inquiries about evacuation routes, shelter availability and access to 
Disaster Recovery Centers. In cases where callers were in immediate danger, 211 operators 
coordinated directly with local emergency responders to ensure help was dispatched quickly and 
effectively. 

The operation of the United Way 211 helpline highlights the power of collaboration and preparedness 
in building community resilience. It is a centralized, accessible resource that not only connects 
individuals to critical services, but also helps coordinate emergency response efforts. By acting as both 
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an information hub and an action network, United Way 211 plays a key 
role in reducing harm and moving recovery forward during some of 
Southwest Florida’s most challenging moments. 

For the residents of Lee, Hendry and Glades counties, the United Way 211 
helpline is far more than just a phone number... it’s a trusted partner in 
times of uncertainty that provides reassurance, direction, and life-saving 
support when it’s needed most. 

About the Author 

Madison Mitchell is the senior vice president of Community Impact & Disaster 
Response at United Way of Lee, Hendry, and Glades Counties. She focuses on 
solving community challenges and championing collaboration. Mitchell has played 
a key role in launching and expanding programs like WeCare, Reunite, United Way 
Resiliency Hubs, Beesley’s Paw Prints, Gifts in Kind, and United Way Community 
Partnership Schools. Visit UnitedWayLee.org for more information 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Lee County School District superintendent speaks on teacher 
shortage 

(TY WINK NEWS-Claire Galt) 

Lee County is tackling its teacher shortage head-on, making significant strides in reducing vacancies. 

A year ago, Lee County Schools was short 235 teachers. Now, that number has dropped to just 39 
vacancies, according to a district spokesperson. 

Dr. Denise Carlin, the superintendent of Lee County Schools, assured that every classroom will have a 
certified teacher qualified to teach the respective subject or grade level. 

How? 

Dr. Denise Carlin: "We have recruitment fairs. 
We've had open houses here. Even the 
principals have been having barbecues at their 
school. Come on over. We'd like to talk with 
you about education as a possible career 
choice." 

The district also embraced virtual options to 
attract teachers from other states and even 
from abroad through a cultural program. 

"How do you retain teachers? How do you keep them?" 

Carlin explained that salary and working conditions are key factors. During her campaign, she held 
coffee meetings with small groups of teachers to discuss these issues. "We're in bargaining right now, 
so hopefully we'll be able to work through that and have some good outcomes for salaries for our 
teachers," Dr. Carlin said. 

The district is also addressing the uptick in mental health issues among students by providing increased 
support. 

Have incentives to get teachers to stay or go to high-risk schools paid off? 

Dr. Denise Carlin: "Exponentially they've paid off. It has been amazing." Teachers are being offered up 
to $9,000 to teach in high-risk schools in tested areas, which has encouraged many to stay. 

The district's efforts are showing positive results, ensuring that students have qualified educators in 
their classrooms. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Another Opinion>>>>>>>>> 



WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 80, September 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 10 - 
 

Teacher shortage in Lee County drops, but union highlights 
ongoing issues 

(TY WINK NEWS- Brinkley Hill) 

The Lee County School District is facing a brewing conflict over teacher staffing as the new school year begins. 

The district has made significant progress in reducing its teacher shortage, going from more than 170 vacancies 
last year to just 35 now. 

However, the Teachers Association of Lee County claims the situation is not as rosy as it seems. They sent out a 
survey and received more than 500 responses in 48 hours, highlighting ongoing issues. 

Kevin Daly, President of the Teachers Association of Lee County, shared a letter detailing complaints from high 
school, middle school and elementary school teachers. Issues include combined classes due to staffing 
shortages, reduced special area coverage leading to loss of planning time, overcrowded classrooms with up to 
40 students and classes led by staff without appropriate certification. 

"I played the saxophone for about 6 minutes, and you would definitely not want me in a music classroom, but 
I'm a certified state teacher," said Daly. "I'm a certified teacher in the room, but I have no business teaching 
music." 

These issues are not new. In the past two years, students reported instances of teachers instructing subjects 
outside their expertise, such as a Spanish teacher teaching math and a health and P.E. teacher teaching reading. 

“I think over an extended period of time, I certainly think it affects student achievement,” said Daly. “You just 
don't have the content knowledge you need to effectively teach the subject you've been asked to teach. I think 
it provides extra stress levels on the teacher.” 

Despite these challenges, Daly acknowledged the district's efforts in getting certified teachers into classrooms. 

“The public school system is the heartbeat of the community,” said Daly. “Everybody, whether you have a 
student or not in the system or you're an employee of the system, has a right to ask for the best public school 
system.” 

The school district stated that it has complied with state law by providing a teacher in every classroom and will 
continue hiring until all positions are filled. 

the Teachers Association and the school district will meet at the bargaining table. The district expressed 
eagerness to participate in discussions to best serve its teachers. 
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NO DEAL: Bargaining talks continue between Lee teachers 
union and school district 

(TY Fox 4 News-Miyoshi Price) 

Teachers association and school district meet for 12th 
time this year as starting salaries lag behind 

neighboring districts across Southwest Florida 

Lee County teachers and the school district remain at an 
impasse over teacher pay after their 12th bargaining session of 
the year, with negotiations set to continue in September amid 
an ongoing unfair labor practice complaint. 

The Teachers Association of Lee County and the Lee County School District met on Monday. Still, they 
failed to reach an agreement on teacher compensation, despite what union leaders described as 
progress toward the end of the session. 

"I think we made progress towards the end. We're not there yet," said Kevin Daly, president of the 
Teachers Association of Lee County. 

The ongoing negotiations come as Lee County teachers face salary challenges compared to neighboring 
districts. Current starting salaries across Southwest Florida districts include: 

• Lee County: $50,500 • Hendry County: $51,000 

• Collier County: $57,000 • Charlotte County: $58,154 

All of these dollar amounts can be found on the school district's salary schedule web page. 

"That's not enough to really live," Daly said of Lee County's current starting salary. 

Following the meeting, the School District of Lee County issued a statement: 

"The School District of Lee County and the Teachers Union of Lee County continued their interest 
based bargaining on August 25, 2025. The School District has met the union's interest for bereavement, 
parental leave, and pay increases for compression. We have presented a new proposal that raises 
starting pay to $54,500, provides a 7% salary increase, in which 2% is in exchange for the School 
District's interest of teachers spending 45 minutes of additional work time per week, and limits time in 
meetings. An agreement has not yet been made, but we look forward to our next bargaining session on 
September 8 where discussion will continue about the proposals at hand."      

- Rob Spicker, Director, Communications, Marketing, and Public Relations 

Understanding the compensation system 

The negotiations involve complex discussions about how teacher experience is calculated. Daly 
explained the difference between "X" and "L" designations that determine compensation levels. For 
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example, a teacher who worked as a paraprofessional for two years before becoming a teacher for 15 
years would have an "L" of 17 years with the district, but an "X" of 15 years of teaching experience. 

"I think it looks like kind of the idea that the compression offset, or the raises, or whatever you want to 
call it is going to be tiered based on years with the district," Daly said. 

The union is also pushing for better recognition of experience for special instructional staff like nurses 
and psychologists who worked in their fields outside the school district. 

"If you're a nurse for us right here, to four if you work for Lee health, you didn't get those nursing years 
as experience because you weren't a nurse for the school district," Daly said. 

Unfair labor practice complaint 

Adding complexity to the negotiations, the Teachers Association of Lee County filed an unfair labor 
practice complaint against the school district two weeks ago. 

"It's kind of a strange thing to file an unfair labor practice while we're at the table," Daly said. 

"X is credible years of experience," Daly said. "L is longevity. That's years you've worked for the school 
district of Lee County." 

The complaint centers on 
compensation issues and what the 
union considers unilateral action by 
the district. "Essentially, what the 
district did was it took unilateral 
action, and in the area of 
compensation, and compensation 
is one of those things that's 
covered as a mandatory subject of 
bargaining in the state laws," Daly 
said. 

The district declared an educational emergency to implement certain compensation changes, which 
the union disputes. 

"They have what I would consider to be a novel interpretation of the law. And I say that not because 
I'm an attorney, but because no other district, you know, has decided that this is something they can 
do," Daly said. 

The union and district will meet to agree on an arbitrator to hear the case, with a hearing date to be 
scheduled. Daly says the process could take 12 to 18 months to resolve."We're pretty confident, we 
hopefully will win this one like we did the last one, and then we'll be able to negotiate this if we want 
to continue to do it, to make it fair," Daly said. 

The union argues the current system creates inequity among teachers. 
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"What it really does is it pits teachers against teachers. 
You can have a school where you and I teach different 
things same school, you're getting money, and I'm not 
just because you're teaching fourth grade and I'm 
teaching third grade," Daly said. 

Teachers attending the meeting expressed hope for 
salary increases beyond the proposed compensation 
for additional work time. Without competitive salaries, 
Daly warned that Lee County risks losing quality 
educators to higher-paying districts. 

"It's one of those things where we're underpaid in comparison to our peers," Daly said. 

The next bargaining session is scheduled for September 8. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Hendry County celebrates it’s teachers after first B grade in 
district history 

The Huddle Up Hendry event recognized hard work, boosted morale, and 
prepared staff for the year ahead. 

(Fox4 News-Austin Schargorodski) 

With a brand-new "B" rating to celebrate, Hendry County put 
teachers in the spotlight their annual Huddle Up Hendry event. 

Fox 4’s Hendry County Community Correspondent, Austin 
Schargorodski, works in the area daily, so the school district 
there knows him well. It’s how he got the opportunity to see 
how the school district honored and recharged the people 
students rely on most. 

Teachers from across the district brought the energy, filling the 
LaBelle Middle School gym to celebrate hard work that helped the Hendry County School District earn 
its first-ever B rating. 

“The fact that we went to a B over the last four years is absolutely remarkable,” a said Superintendent 
Mike Swindle, speaking at the event. 

The district handed out Summit Awards to teachers whose students made big gains, like Nina Bautista, 
who teaches 5th grade at Eastside Elementary. 

“I’m happy that I was recognized for all the hard work that I put into it, because I don’t think people 
realize how much hard work, we put into it to ensure the great outcome of our students,” Nina 
Bautista said. 

The district also announced they boosted teacher pay - a 4% raise across the board - pushing Hendry 
into the top ten for average salary statewide. Superintendent Mike Swindle says that investment is 
paying off. 

Superintendent Swindle said, “We had the fourth 
largest academic growth in the state this year. 
That’s amazing. But again, that’s the result of our 
teachers working really hard, aligning what they 
teach to what’s really important in the testing 
with the state of Florida, and ensuring every 
student gets a learning gain,” Swindle said. 

After the ceremony, teachers headed to 
workshops to gather new tools for the year ahead. 
They say they’re stepping into that first bell ready 
to give their best. 
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Trump's executive order on homeless relocation sparks 
SWFL debate 

(TY Wink News-Fallon Crowell) 

President Donald Trump signed a controversial 
executive order to remove homeless individuals 
from public streets and relocate them into long-
term institutional care. 

The administration aims to restore order and 
safety, but some local organizations in 
Southwest Florida are raising concerns. 

Michael Overway, the executive director of the 
Lee County Homeless Coalition, expressed his 
worries. “They are talking about committing 
people into institutions," said Overway. "Years and years ago, the government tried that, and it was a 
failed policy then of trying to put people into institutions to try and regulate their mental health.” 

The order describes itself as a humane solution, but locals question its direct impact on the county. Lee 
County is currently reviewing the executive order with community partners. Kinga Cook, a formerly 
homeless Fort Myers resident, shared her perspective. 

“When people see them, they make them invisible because they don’t want to see them,” said Cook. 

Enforcement plans for the executive order remain unclear, but local advocates closely monitor the 
situation. They argue that real change begins with funding, not force. 

If you or someone you know is experiencing or facing homelessness, contact the Lee County Human 
and Veteran Services Department coordinated entry at 239-533-7996 to receive an assessment for 
housing and services. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Parents frustrated by overcrowded buses at Riverdale High 
School 

(TY WINK NEWS- Haley Zarcone) 

Students at Riverdale High School are facing overcrowding 
issues on their school buses, with not enough seats for every 
child. 

A photo sent to WINK News by a student's mother shows a 
child sitting in the aisle, highlighting the problem. 

The county states that bus drivers are not allowed to leave if a 
student is not seated. However, parents report similar 
overcrowding on other bus routes. 

Some parents say buses are so full that they must split the 
students, taking one group home first and returning for the rest. 

The school district acknowledges the overcrowding and says, "If buses fill to capacity, students could 
be assigned to another bus with available space, or a new bus could be designated to run part of the 
route." 

"The new drivers are going to have problems with their routes. There's going to be things that were 
not looked into," said Zachary McLean, whose son is a sophomore at Riverdale High School. "And I 
really don't believe that consolidating routes and moving school times is going to fix the underlying 
issue with the routes and the way that the school system is using the buses. There just needs to be 
more of them, period." 

McLean's son's bus was so overcrowded on Monday that it had to make a second trip to pick up 
students. 

The school district held a meeting to address the bus route capacity issues. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Tests show Lake Okeechobee is six times too toxic for 
humans 

(TY Gulf Coast News- Sarah Mankowitz) 

Tests conducted on Lake Okeechobee have revealed algae 
blooms that are six times too toxic for humans. So, we 
went to Lake O to collect samples and made stops along 
the way. Barry Rosen, a professor at Florida Gulf Coast 
University, examined the samples and noted, "Several 
filaments of cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green 
algae." 

Rosen explained that the water contained multiple types 
of toxins, saying, "Oh, so we have another cyanobacteria 
in there. We can make a whole different suite of toxins." 
Rosen identified a liver toxin in the samples, stating, "Oh, 
there it is. We got a little microcystis. A liver toxin that can 
be harmful." 

The toxic algae become problematic when water is released westward through the Caloosahatchee 
River, potentially leading to blooms in local waterways. 

Rosen highlighted the challenge of managing the algae, noting, "What are we going to do about it? 
We've been around a lot longer than us, so they have evolution on their side and they've been around. 
They're highly adapted and are very successful. It's not a swimming pool. You can't just spray it 
because you can only kill so much, and everything that's just a few feet out of it's going to start 
growing and take advantage of the nutrients that are now released from the dying cells or dead cells, 
or no longer have that competition." 

Rosen acknowledged that water releases are an unfortunate reality on 
Florida's Gulf Coast, and algae levels can fluctuate based on weather 
conditions. He said, "So what's it going to be like tomorrow. Where's the 
wind going to blow? Is it going to blow it in from the lake?” The tests 
indicated that the further from the lake, the less toxic algae were found. 
However, increased water releases could heighten the risk of blooms. 

Rosen also warned about the dangers to pets, explaining, "If you get a 
high enough dose, it can be toxic to a pet. There's been dog deaths this 
year. I just got an email from someone from Washington state about a dog death." He added, "If their 
pets go into the water and it gets on their fur and then they groom and lick it, they get a much higher 
dose than just drinking the water." 

Mike McCormick, a Fort Myers resident, expressed concern for his dog, saying, "You can't keep him out 
of the lake. So, if we went up there, he would go in, which wouldn't be good." 
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Please consider supporting our paid advertisers below with 
your business. They are supporting the mission of ON THE 

RIVER for you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(Paid Ad- 10/25) 
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(Paid Ad – 4/26) 
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(Paid Ad – 11/25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Paid Ad – 12/25) 

Digital security tailored to the home and/or small 
business computers, phones, etc. 

Strong and seamless protection from online threats 
and human error. 

I signed on after being advised to by one of our web 
designers and numerous other users. At the home 

rate of $69.00 a month for 3 devices. 

-Ken DeWalt, OTR publisher 

I invite you to check it out. 

https://refer.eset.com/ab7n3 
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ALVA EVENTS 

--------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC 
21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join   

Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401 

Info@AlvaFl.org    www.ALVAFL.org   NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community 
Center 

ALVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER 

https://usshannahnsdar.org/ 

----------------------------------- 
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(TY East Lee News-The Roar) 
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The Alva Library 
Museum  

21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL 
33920 

 

Originally a public library 
built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers of Alva. 

The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc. 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm 

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at:  http://alvaflmuseum.com (FOR Virtual Tour) 

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board. 

Come on out and check out the Alva Museum this Saturday between 10-2, cool off in the AC and check 
out some of those long-lost treasures. Also, if you have some Alva area history to share bring it by and 

let us look at it. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The ALVA GARDEN CLUB 
Each month we have special speakers presenting interesting and relevant 

information. We also plan field trips that enhance our knowledge and 
inspire good garden practices. Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still 

only $10 per person. We meet in the Alva Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1 pm. 

Everyone is welcomed to join or simply attend the meetings as guests!  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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BUCKINGHAM & FORT 

MYERS SHORES EVENTS  

---------------------------------- 
FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB 

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973, and 

helps with so many community projects in East Lee County and with 

District and International Rotary activities. 

They meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the 

River Hall Country Club.  Stop by and join us for an invigorating 

meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great 

speakers!  For more information, contact 

FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com   https://www.fmeastrotary.com/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com
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Click for SEPTEMBER EVENTS at Riverdale Library: 

https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/9?bundles

%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_closing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_even

t&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5D=144&branc

hes%5B336%5D=336  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/9?bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_closing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5D=144&branches%5B336%5D=336
https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/9?bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_closing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5D=144&branches%5B336%5D=336
https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/9?bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_closing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5D=144&branches%5B336%5D=336
https://leelibrary.librarymarket.com/events/month/2025/9?bundles%5Blc_closing%5D=lc_closing&bundles%5Blc_event%5D=lc_event&branches%5B142%5D=142&branches%5B144%5D=144&branches%5B336%5D=336
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS  

--------------------------------- 

Barron Library 

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 33935 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------- 
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HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES 
https://healthierhendryglades.org/ 

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle 

OUR MISSION 

The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is 
to serve, shelter, and protect the 
homeless pets in our care. We are 

dedicated to finding permanent and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our 
no-kill facility provides low cost spay/neuter services to the community with the goal of reducing the 

extreme overpopulation of unwanted pets. 

SHELTER (863) 675-0997     CLINIC (863) 675-7387         info@caloosahumanesociety.org 
https://caloosahumanesociety.org/ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://caloosahumanesociety.org/
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 HERITAGE MUSEUM: LaBelle’s century-
old landmark  

NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm 

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LABELLE NO KILL 

animal rescue  

https://www.facebook.com/Animalrescue863?rdid=7iFM4y8uy42MalQ7&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fw

ww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F14dDMLkKZw%2F# 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Animalrescue863?rdid=7iFM4y8uy42MalQ7&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F14dDMLkKZw%2F%23
https://www.facebook.com/Animalrescue863?rdid=7iFM4y8uy42MalQ7&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F14dDMLkKZw%2F%23
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Labelle Allstars State Game will be livestreamed on this page!  

https://www.facebook.com/share/1AaiQX3TWz/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

Friday morning, Hendry County Deputies gathered 
together at Davis Pratt Park to take part in giving 
the members of the 12U LaBelle Little League All 
Star Baseball Team, a huge send off.  The boys 
headed to Melbourne, Florida to play in the State 
Championship - with lights and sirens - a 
honorable escort.   

Hendry Deputies escorted the team to the 
Hendry/Glades County Line, while well-wishers 
lined Bridge Street wishing them the best of luck! 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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NORTH FORT MYERS & 

NORTH OLGA EVENTS 

----------------------------------- 
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FOR ALL OF US EVENTS 

------------------------------------  
(TY East Lee News-The ROAR) 
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Weekly Southwest Florida high school football schedules  

for the September on 2025 season.  
The schedules are subject to change based on weather and other factors. 

(TY News-Press) 

Friday, Aug. 29 
Oasis at Glades Central, 6:30 p.m. True North Classical 
at Bishop Verot, 7 p.m. 

ECS at St. John Neumann, 7 p.m. LaBelle at Gateway Charter, 
7 p.m. 

Bartow at Gulf Coast SFCA at Palmetto Ridge 

Marco Island at Ida Baker Golden Gate at Island Coast 

Calvary Christian at Lely Aubrey Rogers at Estero 

Naples at Barron Collier Bonita Springs at Mariner 

Lemon Bay at Cape Coral Fort Myers at Lehigh 

Riverdale at South Fort Myers North Fort Myers at Port Charlotte 

Canterbury at Santa Fe Catholic, 7 p.m. Bye: Cypress Lake, Dunbar, East Lee County 

Friday, Sept. 5 
Bishop Verot at Venice St. John Neumann at Coral Springs Charter, 7 p.m. 

Oasis at Clewiston, 7 p.m. ECS at St. Petersburg Catholic, 7 p.m. 

SFCA at Sarasota Christian, 7 p.m. Gulf Coast at Lely 

Ida Baker at Palmetto Ridge Barron Collier at South Fort Myers 

East Lee County at Estero Gateway Charter at Mount Dora Christian 

Bonita Springs at Cape Coral Mariner at North Fort Myers 

Island Coast at Dunbar Naples at Immokalee 

Cypress Lake at Fort Myers Lehigh at Port Charlotte 

Babcock at Canterbury, 7 p.m. Bye: Aubrey Rogers, Golden Gate, Riverdale 

Thursday, Sept. 11 
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Ida Baker at IMG State, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 12 
St. John Neumann at Oasis, 7 p.m. ECS at Gateway Charter, 7 p.m. 

Golden Gate at Gulf Coast Palmetto Ridge at Aubrey Rogers 

Estero at Barron Collier North Port at Bonita Springs 

Mariner at Riverdale Island Coast at Cape Coral 

Naples at Sarasota Booker South Fort Myers at Fort Myers 

East Lee County at Cypress Lake North Fort Myers at Lehigh 

Treasure Coast at Dunbar Canterbury at Miami Country Day, 6 p.m. 

Bye: Bishop Verot, Lely, SFCA 

Friday, Sept. 19 
Homestead at Bishop Verot, 7 p.m. Orlando Christian Prep at St. John Neumann, 7 p.m. 

Oasis at SFCA, 7 p.m. Northside Christian at ECS, 7 p.m. 

Ida Baker at DeSoto, 7 p.m. Gulf Coast at Aubrey Rogers 

Bonita Springs at Palmetto Ridge Golden Gate at Naples 

Sarasota Booker at Lely Cape Coral at Estero 

Island Coast at Mariner Fort Myers at Charlotte 

Riverdale at Cypress Lake Dunbar at East Lee County 

North Fort Myers at Lemon Bay Bye: Barron Collier, Canterbury, Gateway Charter, Lehigh, South 
Fort Myers 

Friday, Sept. 26 
Cardinal Mooney at Bishop Verot, 7 p.m. St. John Neumann at Community School of Naples, 7 p.m. 

IMG Junior National at Oasis, 7 p.m. ECS at Glades Day, 7 p.m. 

St. Petersburg Catholic at SFCA, 7 p.m. Boca Raton Christian at Gateway Charter 

Gulf Coast at Palmetto Ridge Mariner at Ida Baker 

Immokalee at Golden Gate Barron Collier at Lely 

Aubrey Rogers at Bonita Springs Estero at Cypress Lake 

Cape Coral at Charlotte Lemon Bay at Island Coast 
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Dunbar at Naples North Fort Myers at Fort Myers 

Riverdale at East Lee County Port Charlotte at South Fort Myers 

Lehigh at Venice Berean Christian at Canterbury, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 3 
Oasis at Bishop Verot, 7 p.m. St. John Neumann at Carrollwood Day, 7 p.m. 

Westminster Academy at ECS, 7 p.m. SFCA at First Baptist, 7 p.m. 

Gateway Charter at Sarasota Christian, 7 p.m. Aubrey Rogers at Florida Christian 

Barron Collier at Gulf Coast Avon Park at Ida Baker 

Clewiston at Golden Gate Immokalee at Lely 

Charlotte at Island Coast Fort Myers at Naples 

Cypress Lake at South Fort Myers Dunbar at Lehigh 

Canterbury at Keswick Christian, 7 p.m. Bye: Bonita Springs, Cape Coral, East Lee County, Estero, 
Mariner, North Fort Myers, Palmetto Ridge, Riverdale 

Friday, Oct. 10 
Bishop Verot at Glades Central, 7 p.m. First Baptist at St. John Neumann, 7 p.m. 

Moore Haven at Oasis, 7 p.m. Lakeland Christian at ECS, 7 p.m. 

SFCA at Glades Day, 7 p.m. Gateway Charter at Babcock, 7 p.m. 

Palmetto Ridge at Immokalee Ida Baker at Cape Coral 

Golden Gate at North Port Lely at Aubrey Rogers 

Bonita Springs at Barron Collier Estero at Lemon Bay 

Mariner at Charlotte Cypress Lake at Island Coast 

South Fort Myers at Naples Riverdale at Fort Myers 

East Lee County at North Fort Myers Port Charlotte at Dunbar 

Bishop McLaughlin at Canterbury, 7 p.m. Bye: Gulf Coast, Lehigh 

Friday, Oct. 17 
Bishop Verot at Gulf Coast, 7 p.m. Ida Baker at Oasis, 7 p.m. 

Keswick Christian at SFCA, 7 p.m. Gateway Charter at Glades Day, 7 p.m. 

First Baptist at Palmetto Ridge Golden Gate at Barron Collier 
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Naples at Lely  Aubrey Rogers at Immokalee 

Estero at Mariner Cape Coral at Riverdale 

East Lee County at Lemon Bay Dunbar at North Fort Myers 

Clewiston at South Fort Myers Lehigh at Key West 

Marco Island at Canterbury, 7 p.m. Bye: Bonita Springs, Cypress Lake, ECS, Island Coast, St. John 
Neumann 

Friday, Oct. 24 
Cardinal Newman at Bishop Verot, 7 p.m. Coral Shores at St. John Neumann, 7 p.m. 

SFCA at ECS, 7 p.m. Westminster Christian at Gateway Charter, 7 p.m. 

Immokalee at Gulf Coast Palmetto Ridge at Golden Gate 

Lely at Bonita Springs Barron Collier at Aubrey Rogers 

Island Coast at Estero  Cape Coral at Mariner 

Naples at Port Charlotte Fort Myers at East Lee County 

North Fort Myers at Riverdale Lemon Bay at Cypress Lake 

South Fort Myers at Dunbar  Sarasota Riverview at Lehigh 

Canterbury at St. Stephen’s, 7 p.m. Bye: Ida Baker, Oasis 

Thursday, Oct. 30 
Bishop Verot at Palmetto, 7 p.m. IMG State at SFCA, 7 p.m. 

Fort Myers at Dunbar  Charlotte at North Fort Myers 

Friday, Oct. 31 
St. John Neumann at North Miami Beach, 7 p.m. Community School of Naples at ECS. 7 p.m. 

Palmetto Ridge at DeSoto, 7 p.m. Aubrey Rogers at Southwest, 7 p.m. 
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Oasis at Golden Gate Spruce Creek at Gulf Coast 

Ida Baker at Island Coast Lely at South Fort 
Myers 

Kathleen at Barron Collier Bonita Springs at 
Estero 

Cypress Lake at Mariner Gateway at Cape Coral 

Riverdale at Lehigh East Lee County at Palmetto 

Bye: Naples 
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Punta Gorda AIRPORT 

THE BLUE ANGELS 

AND 

One of only two B-29 

Superfortresses  

 still flying in the world today, see them up 

close right here in Charlotte County. 

 

             November 1 & 2 | Punta Gorda 

Airport 

      Tickets: FloridaAirshow.com 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------- 

East Lee Wildlife  

Stewardship Group 

Donate Today:  

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941 

Contact    https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155 
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--------------------------------------------------- 

Lee County Florida 4-H 

 
Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and 

showing a livestock animal? You will need to 
ensure that your ethics is up to date in 

order to show at our local livestock shows.  

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please 
visit Florida State Fair Agribusiness website 

at https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/ 

- Please note classes fill up quickly, and you 
as the exhibitor/family are encouraged to 

stay on top of registration. For the full list of 
classes, please visit the Florida State Fair  

website (this is updated as classes are 
added). 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

South Florida Wildlands Association 

a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of wildlife 
and habitat in the Greater Everglades. 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ 

 

 

 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/
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https://flcga.org/ 

PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA 

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information to engage government officials 
more effectively by helping them better understand what is happening in their local communities and the effect big money has on 

local politics. 

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are increasingly unable to meet the 
informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling resources. 

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media demands for public records too frequently 
result in questionable agency-imposed rules and restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of accessibility of accurate 
reporting and over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet and social media more often results in 
misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need access to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information 

in order to hold government accountable. 

NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for  

Lee County 

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/  

Updated constantly 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

https://flcga.org/
https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/
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----------------------------------------- 
 

 

CONTACT: 

Calusa Waterkeeper   P.O. Box 1165   Ft. Myers, FL 
33902   info@CalusaWaterkeeper.org 

239-899-1440 

 

 

 

 

"Riverwatch has been dedicated to the protection of the Caloosahatchee River and its watershed, 
through education and promotion of the responsible use of the river for the enjoyment of all people." 

That was the original mission statement of the Riverwatch organization, now called Calusa 
Waterkeeper, back in 1995.  As we celebrate our 30th year, we are recruiting passionate individuals 
to strengthen our continued efforts in upholding our mission to protect and restore the 
Caloosahatchee River and Estuary.  To learn more about our organization, becoming a member, or to 
participate in our upcoming Ranger program, please visit our website at 
www.calusawaterkeeper.org or view our press release and register directly at: 

 https://mailchi.mp/0894b7d6d999/tapsflo          -Lawrence Scrabis, captscrabs68@gmail.com 
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------Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee 
County, Florida 

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator, 
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com 

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator 

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory 
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work, 
law enforcement, corrections and education.  In addition, Single 
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned 
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org  or your local 

United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.singledadsoutreach.org/
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The ALVA BOOKIE Book Review 

                          By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot used book store in 
Douglassville, Eastern PA. Ramona retired with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help 
others learn the joys of reading from helping to build the Children’s Library at Charleston Park to sharing her BOOKIE 
SENSE (like Spidey Sense only better read) with other readers. She and Ken have traveled the continent over the past 

10 summers visiting friends, family, historic and natural wonders AND Friends of the Library Used Bookstores to search 
for desired used books at up to 90% discount under list prices and in great condition. 

Mona visits library and thrift used book sales everywhere she goes. She and Ken have a constantly changing home collection of over 
200 titles yet to read. When read they are most donated to another library book store or friends. 

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------- 

Half Broke Horses by Jeannette Walls is the true-life novel of the author's 
grandmother, Lily Casey Smith. 

By age six, Lily was helping her father break horses.  At fifteen she left home to teach 
in a frontier town - riding five hundred miles on her pony, alone, to get to her job.  

Â This description of her hardly scratches the surface of who she was and what she 
accomplished in life. 

Published in 2009 

As Long as the Lemon Trees Grow by Zoulfa Katouh 

"This is my land, and just like the lemon trees that have been 
growing here for centuries, spilled blood won't stop us". Salama was a pharmacy 
student when the cries for freedom broke out in Syria. She still had her parents 
and her big brother; she still had her home and an average teenager's life 

Now Salama volunteers at a hospital in Homes, helping the wounded who flex 
through the doors daily Secretly, though, she is desperate to find a way out of 
her beloved country before her best friend and sister-in-law, Layla, gives birth. 
As her desperation grows, her PTSD takes physical shape in the form of 
companion Khawf, who haunts her every move. 

Salama must learn to see the events around her for what they truly are - not a 
war but a revolution - and decide how she, too, will cry for Syria's freedom. 

Published in 2022. (Novel)  

Ramona checks the new Eagle Scout Little FREE Library weekly.  

It’s located in the front yard of the ALVA Historic Library & Museum at Pearl and 
Julia Streets 

mailto:MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com
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to protect and preserve the rights and 
liberties of all people in the United 
States 

 

 

     FOR 

 

https://www.aclufl.org/ 

 

Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a 
fraudulent deed.  

Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified 
within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or 

mortgage in your name. 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt 

 

https://my.lwv.org/florida/lee-county 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt
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SCORE South West Florida 
2201 Second Street, Suite 500, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 (239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org 

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties 

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by phone, email, and 
in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also conduct workshops for both start-up 
entrepreneurs and seasoned small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent 
private 501-3C non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB 
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The Great Calusa Blueway 
Paddling Trail  

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that 
meanders through the coastal waters and inland 

tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts 
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant 

marine life, shore birds and crustaceans. 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.RichAndLaurieInSouthFlorida.com   

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and 
more! 

For information on where to go and what to do in 
SWFL! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fort Myers CAMERA CLUB 
Photographers at all levels of ability throughout Lee County are invited to the regular bi-monthly 
meetings of the Fort Myers Camera Club.  Meetings are held the 1st and 3rd Wednesday each 
month (from November 1 to April 3) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  

Meetings are held at the All Faiths Church, 2736 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers.  Annual dues for 
membership are $30.  Novices ae welcome and mentoring is available.  Various speakers at the 
meetings cover topics such as critiquing, competition, and instruction. 

See ftmyerscc.com website or email carolheff23@gmail.com for additional 
information about the Camera Club. 

 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw
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The global farm is not only a hands-on training ground for 

those searching for help in tropical agriculture, but also an 

educational tool to make the public aware of hunger related 

issues and the answers there are to alleviate malnutrition 

and starvation. 

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce 

https://www.echonet.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog walking is 
allowed at many locations (listed below). 

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking 
in the park.                      Find out more at:        https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks 

 

 

 

--- 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Manatee Park 

10901 Palm Beach Blvd, 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

239 690 5030 

 

Six Mile Cypress Slough, Lee 

County Park 

7751 Penzance Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL. 33966 

A mile of wonder 30 minutes away from Alva. 

https://www.echonet.org/
https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks
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Olga Community Park 

2325 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 533-7275 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park 

17980 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920 

-Great for quiet creek kayaking. -Fun for walks and picnics. 

______________________________________________ 

ALVA BOAT RAMP PARK 

21580 Pearl St,  

Alva, FL 33920 

 

W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam South Recreation Area 

Franklin Lock Rd. , Alva , FL 33920. Contact: (239) 694-2582 

WP Franklin South Recreation Area is a day use area located on the Caloosahatchee River 
adjacent to the WP Franklin Lock and Dam. Visitors can watch boats traversing the 152 
mile Okeechobee Waterway 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

W.P Franklin Lock & Dam 

CAMPGROUND 

Camp by reservation only 

17850 NORTH FRANKLIN LOCK ROAD, ALVA, FL 33920, 239-694-8770 

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233661 

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/233661
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Alva Community Center PARK 

21471 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 , (239) 728-2882  

Shady lawns & baseball field 

----------------------- 

 

Telegraph Creek: Unspoiled 

kayak trail out-of-the-way, uncrowded, scenic, 

quiet and full of wildlife. 

 

 

 

NORTH FORT MYERS Recreation 
Park 

2000 North Recreation Park Way, North Fort 
Myers, FL 33903,  

This park features an 18 hole Disc Golf course , call 

(239) 297-8916 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Veterans Park Recreation 
Center 

55 Homestead Road South, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
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Lee County Conservation 20/20 manages over 50 preserves spread throughout Lee County, including within 
the boundaries of most cities. These preserves combined total nearly 30,000 acres. 

Preserves are open daily during daylight hours. Access may be limited at certain locations due to 
temporary flooding, special restoration projects, or isolated location. Information about each 

Conservation 20/20 preserve can be accessed from the website:      
http://www.leegov.com/conservation2020/preserves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alva Scrub Preserve 

Buckingham Trails Preserve 
Daniel's Preserve at Spanish Creek 

 

Olga Shores Preserve 

Bob Janes Preserve 

 Carter's Lane 

http://www.leegov.com/conservation2020/preserves


WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 80, September 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 57 - 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALOOSAHATCHEE 

REGIONAL PARK 
19130 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 

EMAIL: leeparks@leegov.com 

Shelter rentals, primitive tent camping, Horse 

and bike trails.Campground phone: (239) 533-7421 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telegraph Creek Preserve Oak hammock 

Frank Mann Preserve 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Grilled Wild Caught Sea Scallops With Lemon Salsa Verde 
8 giant scallops thawed and dry 

1/2 tsp Everglades seasoning 

1/4 tsp salt 

1/4 tsp pepper 

Pinch of paprika 

Pinch of cayenne 

Oil a grill mat and place on grill. 

Combine seasonings and sprinkle on both sides of scallops 
as you grill them. 

Grill first side for four minutes, turn and Grill scallops at 
least 2 minutes Linger, check for doneness and grill 
additional, checking every minute. 

Lemon Salsa Verde 

1/2 lemon (with peel), seeded 

1/4 C (scant) vidalia or sweet onion 

2  garlic cloves 

Pinch of Salt and pepper 

1 tsp fresh or dried fresh cilantro 

2 Tbsp chives 

Place all in a food processor and chop until small pieces. 

Remove  to a small bowl and add 1/3 c virgin olive oil to the chopped and mix. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Give TIME. Give 
MONEY. Give FOOD. 

To make a donation, call 

(239) 334-7007 or visit 

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org 

 

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you 

can help. 

For Food pickup locations: 

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations 

 

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations
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The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and 
print these information cards to share with any person, 

documented or not, you may know who may be in danger. 

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in 
Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEBSITE: www.OnTheRiver.org 
Issue 80, September 2025, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 

 

- 64 - 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Alva Area FOOD 
PANTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Vincent DePaul RC 

Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry 

 Call (239) 694-3985 for hours 

open. 

 

ALVA Methodist Church 

Food Pantry @ Bethany House 

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

239-728-2277 

 

Charleston Park 

Community Center 

239-728-8895 

FOOD PANTRY 

Every week, Friday, 10am-2pm 

Grace Church, Fort 

Myers Shores 

2nd Saturday every month 

Food pick-up is by appointment. 

Call the church office at 239-694-

2797 for information. 

CALVARY NATIONS 

Church 

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva 

Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies 

run out. 

239-7285566 
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Some LaBelle Area Churches: 

Assemblies of God  

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0900 

 

Carlson Memorial Church 

310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935 

(863) 675-0656 

 

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle 

Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST 

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/ 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2
83YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09 

 

Church of Christ Central 

60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4796 

 

Eastside Baptist Church 

1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3595 

 

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle 

431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-5947 

 

Grace Baptist 

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3349 

International Christian Fellowship 

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935  

(863) 675-4227 

Pentecostal Church of God 

55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0938 

 

LaBelle Assembly of God 

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL 

(863) 675-0900 

 

LaBelle First Baptist 

330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-2171 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish 

355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0030 

 

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed 

540 1st Ave LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-2100 

 

Good Shepherd Episcopal 

1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-0385 

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org  

Christ The King Lutheran 

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(941) 675-2733 

New Testament Assembly 

60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 674-0444  

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL283YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL283YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09
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Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist 

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-1435 

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist 

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4451 

Bethel Holiness 

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935 

 

 

 

Church of Peace 

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074 

New Bethel Baptist 

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3205 

Upper Room Church of God 

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-7001 

 

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores 
Churches:

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church 

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.stvincentftmyers.org  239-693-0818 

 

Alva Methodist Church 

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96 

Alva, FL 33920 

Alvamc@embarqmail.com 

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277 

 

Alva Church of God 

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920 

239-728-2644 

Liberation International Church 

Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL 33920,     

239-601-4870 

 

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ 

23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL, 33920     239-770-4974 

 

http://www.stvincentftmyers.org/
mailto:Alvamc@embarqmail.com
http://www.alvamethodist.org/
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Buckingham Presbyterian Church 

4241 Buckingham Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.buckinghampc.org 

 

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church) 

Alva, FL, 33920 

239-728-5566 

First Spanish Assembly of God Church 

2219 Joel Blvd 

Alva, FL 

 

Countryside Wesleyan Church 

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920 

239-368-3270 

 

Calvary Nations Church 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd 

Alva, FL 33920 

CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com 

www.calvarynations.org      239-728-5566 

First Baptist Church of Alva 

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920    

www.alvabaptist.com          239-728-2034         

 

Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores 

14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 

www.egracechurch.com    239-694-2797 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga Road,  

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.blcefm.org   239-694-3878 

http://www.calvarynations.org/
http://www.alvabaptist.com/
http://www.egracechurch.com/
http://www.blcefm.org/
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Olga Baptist Church 

2364 South Olga Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.olgabaptist.org   239-694-2012 

olgabapch1@embarqmail.com 

 

Crossroads Baptist 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 693-2777 

 

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist 

14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 693-0341 

 

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist 

14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2797 

 

Olga Baptist 

2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2012 

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com  

 

Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God 

13235 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 694-8777 

 

Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God 

11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-5131 

 

Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 297-6472 

http://www.olgabaptist.org/
mailto:olgabapch1@embarqmail.com
mailto:olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com
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12 Step Programs along the Caloosahatchee 

Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people who struggled with alcohol addiction, 
a vast array of other programs were formed to aid and support those in recovery from other 
addictive disorders. These include the following groups: 

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website:  
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html 

Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

ALVA: 

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 
33920 

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN 

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte 
78) Roads, Alva 

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org. 

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center 

FORT MYERS SHORES: 

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – 
Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: 

-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm 

LEHIGH ACRES: 

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

LEHIGH ACRES (cont): 

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971, 

 (239) 275-5111 

 

-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
6:30PM 

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres, 

(866) 819-5346 

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY 
6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html
mailto:intake@stmatthewshouse.org
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-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(888) 425-2666 

 

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

LABELLE: 

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098 
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle 

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM 

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM  

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM 

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON 

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM 

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle  

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM 

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM 

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(888) 425-2666 

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM 

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM 

133 N Bridge St, Labelle 

(866) 819-5346 
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If you know of any other 12 step or non-12 step 
recovery group in the Alva area (From Hendry 

County Line to Fort Myers Shores, north and south 
of our river) please let me know its name, location 
and the phone number for information to list here.  

Thank you! kendewalt@ontheriver.org    
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The Alva ONION SLICE  
https://theonion.com/ 

with sincere homage to  
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30 
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/                                              https://www.divorcecare.org/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

https://www.divorcecare.org/
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You can donate to a number of reputable 
charities that help Ukraine, including these 
reported by Google as reputable charities 

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-standing and trusted 
charity that provides humanitarian aid and emergency 
response  

Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides technology, training, 
and accouterments to the Armed Forces of Ukraine  

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and 
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates 
for Ukraine  

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars 
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid  

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization  

 

Other organizations that help Ukraine  

World Central Kitchen 

Sunflowers for Peace 

Caritas Ukraine 

Voices of Children 

Vostok SOS 
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Warehouse Centre for Humanitarian and Medical Aid to 
Ukraine 

How your donation can help 

Donating money allows organizations to 
help with whatever is needed, source 
things locally, and transport items quickly.  

Tax deductions 

If you donate to a tax-exempt organization like Hope for 
Ukraine, you may be able to claim your donation as a 
deduction on your U.S. taxes.  

Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect 
Yourself 
Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust. 

Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations. 

Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters. 

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a 
charity. 

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card, 
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC. 

Practice good cyber hygiene: 

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know. 

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.  

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext. 

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com. 

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work 
on your home or business. 
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ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter – Advertising Rates as of March 
21, 2025 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,400 individual 

subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well. 

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose. 

Advertising rates per each month : 

¼ Page...        one issue:  $40.00,   six issues: $30.00each,   twelve issues: $25.00each 

 ½  Page...       one issue:  $60.00,   six issues: $50.00each,   twelve issues: $40.00each 

 Full Page...     one issue:  $100.00,   six issues: $90.00each,   twelve issues: $70.00each 

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy 
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.  

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is 
published.  Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance. 

Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the 
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona 

DeWalt, noted: OTR. 

CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions.  kendewalt@ontheriver.org    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations

support the mission of ON THE RIVER.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


