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Santa Anita Park Hosts Irwindale Chamber's 46th Board Installation
& Awards Brunch

Installation guests in Santa Anita Park Chandelier Room. 

Sen. Rubio makes special
appearance to honor Irwindale

Chamber and its members.
Hillgren thanks chamber CEO and
board team before handing over the

Traino greets the audience and shares
vision for 2026.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1101986827239/f5f33ecc-c841-414e-8065-9926c2914863
https://www.irwindalechamber.org/join-the-chamber


gavel.

The Irwindale Chamber of Commerce held its 46th Annual Board Installation and Awards on
January 23, 2026, at Santa Anita Park, recognizing local businesses, nonprofit organizations,
and community leaders for their contributions and service. The program opened with remarks
from Chamber President and CEO Lily Phan, and sponsorship and VIP recognition by
Presenting Sponsor IDS Real Estate VP, Hugh Seifert. The event was especially honored to
have Senator Susan Rubio who came to show support and to give certificates to the chamber
honorees. 

The morning started out with the ceremonial Passing of the Gavel, with 2025 Board Chair
Steven Hillgren introducing Matt Traino as the 2026 Chair of the Board. 

Steven Hillgren (left) handing gavel to Matt Traino (right) Chair of 2026.

Santa Anita Park (SAP) received the Joe DiShanni Business of the Year Award, honoring its
impact on the local economy and its role as a historic venue and community gathering place.
This year SAP was recognized for its generosity in aiding fire relief efforts during the 2025
LA fires. The venue was also acknowledged by the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors as one of nine “Eaton Fire Community Heroes.” The Chamber team assembled a
video highlighting the Eaton Fires Response at the SAP parking lot in January 2025 where
scores of participating companies and agencies were distributing food and clothing to victims
and their families.

﻿The program proceeded with the board installation, sworn in by Mayor H. Manuel Ortiz. The
new board team was thoroughly prayed over by Pastor Tim Anderson of Calvary Chapel
Burbank to kick off the start of the new term.

The board team gained 4 new members this year, including Paxton Gross of Georg Fischer
LLC, Paul Heredia of Kaiser Permanente, Denaee Amaya of Athens Services, and Eric
Dritley of Kearny Real Estate who all bring relevant expertise and strong support for the
chamber under the leadership of the incoming Chair Matt Traino.

Board members cheering incoming members. Pastor Tim Anderson prays over the new Irwindale
Chamber Board.

List of Honorees



2026 Joe Di Shanni Business of the Year
Chelsea Jones

Santa Anita Park

﻿2026 Business Ambassador of the Year 
Christina Held

Foxdale Properties, LLC

2026 Businessperson of the Year 
Gaby Flores

Le Meridien Hotel Pasadena Arcadia

2026 Spirit of the Chamber
Kam Kalantari

Rize Credit Union

2026 Non-profit of the Year 
Steve Gunther

Maryvale

2026 Citizen of the Year
Linda Marez



Lucy Lin represented David Reynoso to make
﻿his acceptance speech for the Employee of the Year

2026 Employee of the Year 
David Reynoso

Absolute International Security

Left to right: Kam Kalantari, Rosemary Luna, Andre Saldivar, Chelsea Jones, Paxton Gross, Anita Ron, Gaby Flores, Anita
Hernandez, Denaee Amaya, Matt Traino, and Ted Koerner.

2026 Board Officers

Chairman 
Matt Traino

IDS Real Estate
 

Vice Chair 
Ted Koerner

Martin Marietta
 

Treasurer 
Gaby Flores

Le Meridien Pasadena Arcadia
 

Secretary
Anita Ron

BriteWorks, INC
 

Past Chair 
Anita Hernandez



City Brewing Company

Joining them were the 2026 Board Directors: Chelsea Jones, Kam Kalantari, Krystle Barraza,
Lucy Lin, Denaee Amaya, Andre Saldivar, Rosemary Luna, Paxton Gross, Eric Dritley and
Paul Heredia. One of the standout moments of the installation was the auction, which added
energy and excitement to the event. With a great mix of luxury getaways, Lakers tickets,
hotel stays, gift baskets, etc. the auction saw enthusiastic participation and generous support.
The funds raised play a significant role in helping the Chamber continue its work
in supporting local businesses, advocating on their behalf, and creating programs that benefit
the community year-round. Overall, the awards, board installation, and auction came together
to make the 46th Annual Board Installation and Awards a meaningful and memorable event.

The program concluded with a delicious reception hosted by Santa Anita Park, after which
attendees were invited to continue networking and enjoy a Day at the Races featuring live
horse racing.

     Guests in food line in Chandelier Room.

Arlene Miranda and son Casey Miranda (Planning
Commissionor) looking through race booklet.

Legislative Luncheon with Senator Rubio

CEO Lily Phan introduces keynote
speaker Sen. Rubio.

Sen Rubio and chamber staff G.
Camacho and A. Anaya.

Sen. Rubio discusses key topics before
Irwindale Chamber businesses.

The Irwindale Chamber and Presenting Sponsor, Southern California Edison, had the honor
of having Senator Susan Rubio as keynote speaker for its 4th quarter legislative forum in
2025, held at the prestigious South Hills Country Club in W. Covina. The 70 guests were
treated to a delicious Italian buffet set outdoor. Among the topics shared were the risk of AI
companionship among youth, the impact of federal policies on the San Gabriel/LA area
business community. 



Southern California Edison (SCE) and BriteWorks were recognized as the Chamber’s
Businesses of the Month. The SCE team was honored for hosting and contributing to the
highly successful October Job and Career Fair, which attracted nearly 600 attendees.
BriteWorks was commended for its strong commitment to the community, serving as a donor
and sponsor of key local events, providing motivational speaking at Chamber functions,
volunteering time to support Chamber initiatives, and offering leadership on the Chamber
Board.

Both businesses received certificates of recognition from Senator Rubio’s Office, Assembly
member Rubio’s Office, and Representative Cisneros’ Office, whose representatives were
present in support of the Senator and the Irwindale business community. The luncheon
concluded with an engaging Q&A session, giving guests the opportunity to ask questions and
share their input.

Left to right: Sen. Rubio District Rep S. Hernandez, G.
Ruiz, Sen. Rubio; REP Cisneros District Rep.

S.Hernandez, ASM Rubio District Rep. A.Cassanova,
Jade Centeno.

Irwindale Chamber President Phan starts the luncheon
with opening remarks..

Pledge of Allegiance led by Irwindale Mayor H. Manuel
Ortiz.

Left to right: Lucy Lin, AIS and board member; David
Reynoso, Acting Ambassador Chair; Anita Ron, CEO
BriteWorks and board member; Eric Ron, Ambassador.

City of Irwindale Table, left to right: Councilman M.
Garcia, Councilman A. Ambriz and Annie Ambriz,

Mayor Pro Tem M. H.M. Ortiz, Iris Espino, Elsa Koo,
and Linda Garcia. Pooya Mahmoudian, Board member Paxton Gross,

Board member Kam Kalantari, Frances Harsono.



Senator Rubio, BriteWorks CEO Anita
Ron and son Eric Ron, and Chamber

President Lily Phan.

Marissa Castro-Salvati of SCE co-
MC’d the event with President Lily

Phan.
Senator Rubio, Abel Cassanova (left),

Lily Phan, Stephanie Hernandez
(right) with honoree SCE staff

(center).

First Ever Networking Brunch 
at Newly Renovated Georg Fischer Building in Irwindale

President Lily reads off list of Businesses of the Month, with November honoree
﻿Anita Ron of BriteWorks (on right), and Ambassador Sona (on left).

The last networking mixer of 2025 took place at the newly renovated Georg Fischer building.
Due to rain the event was moved inside, which gave the 35 guests a good glimpse of the
swanky GF building interior. The event was planned during the World Series and ICOC wove
in the Dodgers theme (a ‘repeat’ of 2024 when the new member orientation also celebrated
the boys in blue’s 2024 World Series victory).
Decorations and prizes were mostly blue, and the happy fans came dressed in their best
Dodger gear. The agenda was run as usual but with many new companies in attendance and
had a new member caterer, Waffa’s Kitchen, presenting a full Middle Eastern brunch spread
with shawarma, hummus, kibbeh, wara aynaab (stuffed grape leaves), fresh out of the oven
mahmoul and bakhlavah for desserts.



﻿Present were Payroll Vault, Rogers & Associates, OPPSWell, Rize CU, Amanda Price
Designs, Marriott Monrovia, Hilton Pasadena, Monterey Park Chamber of Commerce and
guest businesses, El Monte Chamber of Commerce, Baldwin Park Business Association,
Action Public Adjusters, Danny Lee Consulting, Le Meridien Hotel Pasadena, Mt SAC,
OFL, E-marketing Associates, SCE, Spectrum, Human Interest, GF, and REACH. These
companies came from as far as Ontario and Las Vegas to the east and Pasadena/Monterey
Park to the west of Irwindale, creating a highly dynamic networking environment.

Door prizes were raffled out after the highly charged elevator pitches made by the 25+ companies in
attendance.

Georg Fischer Signet was formed in 1802 in Switzerland. The company currently has a
presence in 46 countries, including the US. Its Irwindale site focuses on high-performance
components for water treatment, including pH/ORP, flow, conductivity, and dissolved oxygen
sensors. GF specializes in safe transport of liquids and gases and has been developing and
manufacturing sensors, transmitters, and instruments for water and chemical applications
for over six decades.

CEO Anita Ron pitches BriteWorks’
successful business month.

Alfonso and Sona reading off winning
raffle ticket.

Ade Rogers elevates Payroll Vault’s
work in the community.

Bianca Quezada of OFL won wine
bottle donated by Payroll Vault.

Stephanie Harrison highlights Action
Public Adjusters’ unique service.

Alfonso advertising upcoming events.



President Lily reads off list of Businesses of the
Month, with November honoree Anita Ron of

BriteWorks to the left, and Ambassador Sona to the
right.

Victoria Rogers (Payroll Vault), Aysha Haaq (AIS),
Kam Kalantari (Rize CU), and Jill Dolan (MT SAC)

Stephanie Harrison is the happy winner of the signed
Dodgers photo.

GF, BriteWorks, Hilton Pasadena.

Guests enjoying the Middle Eastern spread at the dining
area.

Networking taking place at baseball themed cocktail
tables.



Stephen Blaine of Courtyard by
Marriott Monrovia.

Marketing table.

Carolina Ruiz Wills of West Coast
Property.

Paxton Gross, GF host.

Sabrina Bow of Shepherd’s Pantry.

Monterey Park and El Monte
Chamber representatives.

2025 Irwindale Chamber Holiday Luncheon & Milestone
Recognition



Holiday Luncheon at Le Meridien Hotel

The festive Irwindale Chamber Christmas celebration was held at Le Meridien Hotel
Pasadena for the second year in a row. The chosen venue was fully adorned with a 10-foot
Christmas tree, accompanied by Santa Claus on his velvety sofa, and his helpful elves
bouncing up and down to keep the party rhythm flowing. The nearly 100 guests were divided
into 12 tables to compete in the longtime chamber tradition singing competition of the 12
Days of Christmas, which Day 9 table (SoCal Gas) took the trophy this year.

Elf Nel and Elf Nicole at the registration table.

Chamber staff, ambassadors and Santa.

SoCalGas table 9, winner of the singing competition.

The chamber team also added a twist to the milestone recognition
by having ‘Shohei Ohtani’ video-in his congratulations to the 18
milestone honorees. CEO Lily had the honor of passing out

Welcome
New

Members!

DECEMBER
Business of the Month

Website

This month, we are
featuring Courtyard by
Marriott Monrovia, a top
choice for travelers seeking

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/laxmr-courtyard-los-angeles-pasadena-monrovia/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0


personalized Dodger hats to the 45-year members, honoring both
the chamber milestones and the Dodgers for winning back-to-back
World Series.

Anita Hernandez of City Brewing Company crowned a Dodger fan alongside the other 45-
year milestone members.

Towards the end of the program, Santa’s 2 elves brought to stage a
giant blank check of $1000 to be given to the 2026 Non-Profit of
the Year. And as Irwindale holiday tradition has it, the event ended
with all guests leaving with a case of ‘homebrew’ beer by the
Irwindale City Brewing Company (formerly Coors/Miller).

Elves Aysha, Nel, and Sona in front of the City Brewery beer tree.

Read More

Why Join the Irwindale Chamber of Commerce?
The success of the Job & Career Fair and Legislative Luncheon
Series reflects the Irwindale Chamber’s ongoing mission to create
opportunities for business success.

comfort and convenience.
With modern rooms, inviting
common areas, and attentive
staff, the hotel offers a
seamless experience for both
businesses and guests.

Beyond accommodations,
Courtyard by Marriott
Monrovia is a hub for
meetings, events, and social
gatherings, supporting the
local community while
welcoming visitors from
near and far. Their
commitment to excellent
service and a welcoming
atmosphere makes them a
standout in Monrovia’s
hospitality scene. We’re
proud to honor them as
our Business of the Month.

JANUARY
Business of the Month

Website

Sona Baghdassarian is a
highly respected real estate
professional with over 30
years of experience and
multiple NAR designations,
including Senior Real Estate
Specialist and Green Realtor.
She partners with local cities
and attorneys to host
workshops on real estate,
estate planning, and VA
services, and has led First-
Time Home Buyer classes
for eight years.

﻿Sona is a Business
Ambassador for the
Irwindale and San Dimas
Chambers, she volunteers at
senior centers providing free
notary services and is
launching the San Gabriel
Valley Business Leads
Alliance to foster regional
growth. Sona is also active
with Homenetmen and has
been honored as Woman of

https://files.constantcontact.com/7eb88839001/9d187d4e-b365-4127-acbc-64c392881b87.pdf
https://www.realtyonegroup.com/


﻿Members of the Chamber enjoy access to:
✅ Exclusive networking events that foster business growth
✅ Advocacy and support to help businesses thrive in the
community
✅ Marketing and promotional opportunities to increase visibility

For those looking to expand their network, gain business
exposure, and become part of a thriving business
community, joining the Irwindale Chamber of Commerce is a
smart investment.

Stay Connected!
If you missed this event, don’t worry—the Irwindale Chamber of
Commerce regularly hosts networking and business
development events to support its members. Be sure to follow the
Chamber and stay informed about upcoming opportunities
to connect, grow, and succeed.

📍 For membership details and future events, visit The Irwindale
Chamber of Commerce or contact us today!

the Year and an LA County
Access Award recipient.

Irwindale Chamber of Commerce wishes you a Happy
Lunar New Year!

📅 Upcoming Events

Tuesday
February 17

Tuesday
March 13

https://www.irwindalechamber.org/
https://www.irwindalechamber.org/


Major's Reception
5 - 7 PM

City Brewing Company
Irwindale, CA

REGISTER

Joint Chamber Networking Brunch
10:00 - 11:30 AM

City Brewing Company
Irwindale, CA

REGISTER

Wednesday
February 25

Tuesday
March 26

https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=IRCC&evid=99592679
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=IRCC&evid=100093699


Dolly Parton Imagination Library
Community Meet, Greet, & Discussion

10:30 am
12701 Schabarum Ave.

Irwindale, CA

REGISTER

46th Annual Golden Plate Awards
Seeds of Hope

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Courtyard Marriott- Monrovia

🌟 Member News

Irwindale among Best Cities to Live, Work, &
Play

LA Business Journal

﻿The October LA Business Journal highlights cities within LA
County and its surroundings, utilizing data and Q&As with
local officials. The feature article showcases cities and their
unique strengths in culture, entertainment, and quality of life.

Make a Difference

Rio Hondo CDC invites community members to get involved
by joining our general membership program. As a member,
you can support affordable housing, economic development,
and neighborhood revitalization efforts across the San
Gabriel Valley. 

For more information, please contact:
Kenneth Ferreira | Executive Director
Rio Hondo Community Development Corporation 
11401 Valley Blvd | Suite 207 | El Monte, CA 91731
T: 626.401.2784 | kenfer@riohondocdc.org
 www.riohondocdc.org   

Learn More

Ontario & Upland are offering new housing
support

Ontario Offers Homeowner Financial Assistance:
The city is offering the "Keys to Community" program to assist potential and current
homeowners. Submit an interest form here

First Time Homebuyer Program: Provides up to a $120,000 deferred loan for down
payment and closing costs.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvPVmt2Fxc2BpRnD8X72rudt_3Tw0qibaqLvZCs9jwbWwecw/viewform?pli=1
mailto:kenfer@riohondocdc.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.riohondocdc.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cashley%40irwindalechamber.org%7C487c0c1056c942590f7608dde5b1e63a%7C0802878bb155446ebc71b13e9b27c6cd%7C0%7C0%7C638919274438672742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8XiiTePm7zTc9FaYjxb%2FZXydD9UfNqEZIXkpZhHxT2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://riohondocdc.org/join/
https://www.ontarioca.gov/CommunityLife/housing-services/keys-community
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.myrealtyonegroup.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.02hflTvK7XrXXMsa8NXdAs39cDWU5p9uhfVPXhn3Oc9a33iA-2BCiRUlWvIErVN6PpTOQiWD03wQSlvHmgWzRh3v3BCnO76Ucfq1GAJqLMxm5CMHdk1zsyrkoFH2AK-2BVh0pIJL_I0vMLRSA7fVn5r9j6yUyKkemj6B92TFFBbVzvh8lp8-2F-2F-2Bnox5QCU7QqH0zSD0ebibXb7Gzt3HOVOkdAKj7r2YVHbqTj5pN9zP1TMjvQM2n4G03MFkZKFaujZKXU5Fu9fdZp4hNZmnDLV6PzWgNaRX9mrikLu4NVTlGrX7Ay92D7RhWQ5RMof3tWnE2BNFPAabq16QPnmODxgNH-2FC2BbNrQ-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cashley%40irwindalechamber.org%7Cf2d4617e263a4b7a462008dde8cffa0d%7C0802878bb155446ebc71b13e9b27c6cd%7C0%7C0%7C638922702155389982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UsdEVEs94cZnyC6SlMfoo7Fz9UTNDpXAkRV5Sf%2Fiuo8%3D&reserved=0
https://form.jotform.com/251746870104153


Housing Rehabilitation Loan: Offers a $30,000 no-interest loan for eligible homeowners to
make essential home repairs like roofing, plumbing, and electrical work.
Exterior Beautification Grant: Provides up to $10,000 for homeowners to make façade
repairs, including painting, siding, and landscaping. For more information, you can email
the city at KeysToCommunity@OntarioCA.gov﻿

Upland Provides Grants for Property Owners:
The city is offering grants of up to $50,000 for owners of small multi-family properties (eight units
or fewer) to make exterior repairs and safety upgrades. To qualify, the property must be at least
51% occupied by low- to moderate-income households. For more information, contact the
Housing Division at 909-931-4300. 

Whether you're looking to buy, sell, or simply curious about your home's current value, I'm here
to help.

What's my home worth?

💼 Job Postings

Meet your next employer - Register Now!

Absolute Security
International is hiring in-office

and guard positions!

Careers Page

Athens Services is now hiring
at their Irwindale locations!

Careers Page

BriteWorks is now hiring!

Application Form

City Brewery Irwindale is now
hiring!

Careers Page

City of Hope is hiring at their
Irwindale location!

Careers Page

City of Irwindale is now hiring!

Careers Page

 

Foothill Transit is now hiring!

Careers Page

Georg Fischer Signet is now
hiring at their Irwindale

location!

Careers Page

Groupe Bonduelle is hiring at
their Irwindale location!

Careers Page

mailto:keystocommunity@ontarioca.gov
https://soldbysona.com/my-home-value
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=IRCC&evid=95100607
https://www.absolutesecurityintl.com/openings
https://athensservices.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/Athens_Services?locations=6be56c5191d91000d4ca5e04ca470000&locations=1ec8eb4a305010012040768216250000
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=27V9Yx2uDUiChTEmBtaehxKprrRBq0VDpbmyEq4Bx3lUMkRBMVBENFhWMVMzTENaN1U5WEpKWVkzMiQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.citybrewery.com/Home/Employment
https://www.cityofhopejobs.org/jobs/us-ca-irwindale/?page_jobs=1
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/irwindaleca?
https://www.foothilltransit.org/careers
https://www.gfps.com/en-us/about-us/careers/career.html
https://recruiting2.ultipro.com/BON1005BOND/JobBoard/8ee6955e-2205-4469-bb07-2ed76fb773d1/?q=&o=postedDateDesc&w=&wc=&we=&wpst=&f4=EUzhQihI7l60OhPwyVjvBg


Kaiser Permanente is now
hiring at their Irwindale

location!

Careers Page

Martin Marietta is now hiring
at their Irwindale location!

Careers Page

Rexford Industrial is now
hiring!

Careers Page

Rize Credit Union is hiring at
their Irwindale HQ!

Careers Page

Santa Anita Park is now
hiring!

Careers Page

Southern California Edison is
now hiring at their Irwindale

location!

Careers Page

Vulcan Materials is now hiring at their Irwindale location!

Careers Page
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