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July 15, 2026

Dear Local Community Member,

The Berlin Main Street Merchants have held the Annual Christmas Live Nativity Parade the Friday night following Thanksgiving for 20-plus years.

I am thankful for the original individuals who started it and continue to keep it going each year.  A special thanks to Steve and Ruth Schlabach, Sheiyah Market staff, and Kauffman Lawn Furniture staff for organizing this each year; animals, costumes, sound, traffic control, humans (angels/shepherds/wise men, carolers).  Main Street was packed for the parade as people traveled from near and far.  Jeff Poland led the crowd on the Square in singing Christmas Carols after the 2025 parade, and a short devotional was shared by Pastor Larry Kaufman.

This one event encapsulates what our community is to the outside world.  We are a faith based Christian community extending our hospitality and service, while sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and his redeeming love.

This event began with a small budget, but over the years it has grown, and associated costs have grown with it.  Our three major expenses are the animals from The Farm at Walnut Creek, and the lighting and sound equipment professionals.

The Farm at Walnut Creek provided this for FREE for many years, of which we are so thankful.  In recent years they have asked us to help cover their costs, as this is not a small undertaking for their entire staff.
No animals = No parade

The lighting and sound production create necessary dynamics for our Live Nativity Parade.  The sound allows us to hear Christmas music and singing, and fills in the quiet moments as we watch, with the help of the lighting.

We, as a merchant group, are asking for your consideration to help us support this spectacular event.  It is our desire to continue this meaningful parade as it continues to bless all who are involved and attend.  This type of event is very hard to monetize, so we have begun to rely on sponsor support.  We welcome any ideas that could promote our sponsors while keeping our faith the focus.

Your sponsorship would demonstrate your belief in this event, what it means to you, and your willingness to support in continuing to help Berlin share this Christmas story with our locals and out-of-town visitors.

I am asking you to consider helping us reach the $10,000 goal that allows us to continue the annual Berlin Live Nativity Parade.  Thank you for considering how you can help.  

Please indicate your pledge below and submit this form with payment,
or email director@visitberlinohio.com to request an invoice with payment options.


Business Name _____________________________            _____$1000	_____$500	$_____Other

Thank you,
Kent Miller
Berlin Main Street Merchants
P O   B O X   1 7 7  ~  B E R L I N,   O H    4 4 6 1 0
image1.jpg
BERLIN

MAIN STREET MERCHANTS

OHIO'S AMISH COUNTRY





