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Disclaimer: All adverts delivered by 
Wyre Forest Matters are published in 
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implied by such publication.
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Celebrating Wyre Forest Everyday Heroes
The No Barriers Awards
A celebration of the people who 
go the extra mile to support 
others across Wyre Forest has 
taken place, with more than 20 
individuals, businesses and or-
ganisations recognised at this 
year’s No Barriers the Mike Ob-
orski Awards.

Organised by Wyre Forest Dis-
trict Council, the annual cer-
emony was held on Thursday 
16 April. The awards shine a 

light on those who have made 
a real difference to the lives of 
people with disabilities whether 
by improving accessibility, creat-
ing employment opportunities, 
or simply showing kindness and 
inclusion in their everyday work.
This year’s winners highlight the 
many ways our community con-
tinues to make Wyre Forest a 
more inclusive place. Among the 
26 recipients were individuals 
offering vital behind-the-scenes 

support, alongside local busi-
nesses proving that inclusion 
can sit at the heart of what they 
do. Community groups, schools 
and care settings were also 
strongly represented.

The awards were first launched 
in 2008 in memory of Council-
lor Mike Oborski and are now 
chaired by his wife, 
Fran Oborski.

Speaking after the event, Coun-
cillor Oborski said the awards 
are a powerful reminder of the 
compassion that exists across 
the district, adding that this 
year’s winners show inclusion is 
not just a policy, but something 
people live every day.

The council hopes that by cel-
ebrating these achievements, 
more individuals, organisations 
and businesses will be inspired 
to make their services and spac-
es accessible to all. 
To find out more about the 
awards and a full list of winners 
visit the Wyre Forest District 
Council website:
 www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

www.justforpets.co.uk

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DY10 1HG
(Next to Asda)
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Nikki’s Hair & Beauty Salon
A full-service Hair & Beauty salon

Here at Nikki’s, we cater for all your hairdressing, beauty, holistic and aesthetic 
needs in one welcoming space. Our experienced stylists and therapists specialise 
in the most up to date colouring, cutting, beauty & aesthetics techniques.

We offer a wide range of treatments tailored to suit your individual needs. For a 
full list of services and prices, please visit our website or contact the salon directly.

We look forward to welcoming you.
95 Comberton Hill, Kidderminster DY10 1QH

nikkishairsalon@rocketmail.com I 01562 748161

SERVICES INCLUDE:

•Gents Cut – £16
•Gents Skin Fade – £17
•Gents Cut & Beard – £20
•Boys Cut (Under 16) – £14
•Boys Skin Fade – £15
•Head Shave (One Length) – £10
•Senior Cut (Tue–Fri only) – £12
•Restyle – From £20 

(Senior £15)
•Wash & Cut – £20
•Beard Trim – from £5
•Facial waxing and threading

- From £7  

Nikki’s Barbers
Quality cuts. Classic skills. Modern style.

At Nikki’s Barbers, we deliver premium haircuts and 
expert beard trims with a dedicated team in a 
welcoming, relaxed environment. We operate on an 
appointment-only basis to save you time - because a 
great haircut should never feel like a chore.

To book just call us or book online through our website

 97 Comberton Hill, 
Kidderminster 
DY10 1QH
nikkisbarbers.com

enquiries@thehbbtrainingacademy.co.uk 
thehbbtrainingacademy.co.uk

THE HAIR, BEAUTY & BARBERING 
TRAINING ACADEMY

Want to start your own barbering, beauty or hairdressing
business? Whether you’re beginning your journey or 
building on existing skills, our accredited courses are 
designed to fit around your life

Where Determination Meets Success

Learn From Home or Face to Face
     Become fully qualified anytime, anywhere, at your own 

     pace – or choose our in-person training option.

Business Guidance
     Optional add-on start-up business course 

to help you launch with confidence.

Unlimited Tutor Support
1-to-1 coaching with your assigned tutor 

via call, email and video.

Flexible Payment Options
  Pay upfront, in 3 instalments, or via a monthly plan that suits you.

24/7 Course Access
Unrestricted access to all enrolled courses, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Accredited Qualifications
     Receive an accredited certificate regulated by ABT.

Free Outdoor Yoga Returns to
Brinton Park
Residents across the Wyre For-
est are being invited to roll out 
their mats and embrace the out-
doors as free community yoga 
sessions return to Brinton Park 
for the summer. The Park Yoga 
sessions will take place every 
Sunday until 13th September.

Organised by Park Yoga, the 
popular sessions take place eve-
ry Sunday morning from 9:30am, 
running from early May through 
to mid-September. The initia-
tive is completely free to attend, 
with no booking required mak-
ing it an accessible and welcom-
ing activity for people of all ages 
and abilities. 

Designed with inclusivity at its 
heart, Park Yoga aims to bring 
communities together in a re-
laxed, outdoor setting while 
promoting both physical and 
mental wellbeing. Whether 
you’re a complete beginner or 
a seasoned yogi, the sessions 

are structured to be gentle, sup-
portive and easy to follow. In 
fact, organisers say a significant 
number of participants each 
year are trying yoga for the very 
first time. 

Each session lasts around an 
hour and takes place in the fresh 
air, allowing attendees to con-
nect with nature while enjoy-
ing the benefits of movement 
and mindfulness. Participants 
are encouraged to bring along 
a yoga mat, though a towel or 
blanket works just as well.

The return of Park Yoga has 
been welcomed by local part-
ners and councils, who see the 
initiative as a valuable way to 
encourage healthier lifestyles 
and stronger community con-
nections. The sessions also of-
fer a social aspect, with many 
attendees choosing to stay on 
afterwards and enjoy the park or 
nearby town centre cafés.

Importantly, the sessions will go 
ahead in most weather conditions, 
with only severe rain leading to can-
cellations, which are communicated 
in advance online.

As the warmer months approach, 
Park Yoga offers a simple, free and 
uplifting way to start your Sunday 
helping residents feel healthier, hap-
pier and more connected to their lo-
cal community.

6 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 7



The Community Café at Wol-
verley Memorial Hall has been 
presented with a “No Barriers” 
Award by Wyre Forest District 
Council.

The annual award recognises lo-
cal organisations and individuals 
who provide meaningful access 
for people with disabilities while 
also supporting the wider needs 
of the community.

The Wolverley Community Café 
was nominated by local resident 
Mike Webster, a regular visitor.
Mike said: “Since living with Par-
kinson’s disease and angina, it 
has been difficult for me to get 
out and about, but I can access 
the Community Café easily on my 
mobility scooter, or a member of 

the café team will pick me up and 
take me home.
“The café is a very friendly place, 
with a team of smiley volunteers 
always ready to chat and cater for 
whatever you need – affordable 
drinks, tasty snacks and lovely 
homemade cakes.”
The café is part of the national 
Chatty Café scheme, which en-
courages people who may be 
feeling lonely to visit and connect 
with others.

The “Knit and Natter” group 
meets every Thursday afternoon, 
and there are regular free Eat, 
Drink and Learn sessions on se-
lected Friday mornings, where 
visitors can learn a new skill or 
explore topics of local interest.
Café Manager Kate Mellar said: 

“We are delighted to receive this 
award from the local council and 
are so pleased that our friendly, 
welcoming space has been recog-
nised in this way. Our aim is to be 
affordable and accessible to every-
one in the local community.”

The Community Café at Wolverley 
Memorial Hall, Shatterford Lane, is 
open Tuesday to Friday from 10am 
to 3.30pm, and Saturdays from 
10am to 2pm.

Community Café Wins Award
Wolverley Cafe wins “No Barriers”award

01562 66882 
LISLE AVENUE, KIDDERMINSTER 

www.kawinteriordesign.co.uk 

SALE NOW ON 
 W I T H  E X C L U S I V E  O F F E R S  AVA I L A B L E  T O  Y O U 

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE! 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS ON SELECTED FURNITURE & APPLIANCES 

VISIT OUR 

NEW 
SHOWROOM! 
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Hitler had been tense. However, 
this changed on 3 September 1939, 
when Britain declared war and New 
Zealand did the same. After a meet-
ing of the New Zealand Cabinet, 
Prime Minister Michael Savage, dy-
ing of cancer, broadcast to the na-
tion from his deathbed, saying: “We 
range ourselves without fear beside 
Britain. Where she goes, we go; 
where she stands, we stand.”

After the war, it was calculated that 
67% of all men aged 18 to 45 had 
joined the armed services. New 
Zealanders were recognised as elite 
soldiers of the Allied forces, often 
called upon to engage in the most 
difficult fighting. They paid a heavy 
price, with one of the highest casu-
alty rates among British and Com-
monwealth nations.

The naming of a road in Kiddermin-
ster after Walter Nash recognises 
not only one of the town’s most 
influential and remarkable sons, 
but also the enormous sacrifices 
made by New Zealanders in the war 
against fascism.

Submitted by 
Wyre Forest Labour Party

From Local Street to Global Stage
Walter Nash - The Prime Minister Behind the Name
Have you ever wondered who 
Walter Nash was, whose name is 
commemorated in a road in 
Kidderminster?

Born in Kidderminster in 1882, 
Walter Nash went on to become 
Prime Minister of New Zealand 
in the 1950s. Prior to this, he 
held a key role as Finance Min-
ister for 14 years (and for a time 
Acting Prime Minister) in New 
Zealand’s first Labour Govern-
ment from 1935 to 1949. This 
was during the tumultuous years 
of the Great Depression, the war 
against fascism, and the post-
World War II efforts to build a 
rules-based system for resolv-
ing international disputes and 
enabling orderly trade between 
nations replacing the “beggar my 
neighbour” and “transactional” 
practices that had caused so 
much harm before the war.

Born into a poor family, he did 
well at primary school and won 
a scholarship to King Charles I 
School. However, he was unable 
to accept it because his family 
could not afford the additional 
costs of attendance. As a young 
man in a world of precarious em-

ployment at the beginning of the 
20th century so vividly described 
in Robert Tressell’s era-defining 
novel The Ragged Trousered 
Philanthropists (a precariousness 
which, for many, seems to have 
returned in the 21st century) he 
struggled to gain secure and sta-
ble work. In order to better him-
self and his family, he emigrated 
to New Zealand.

There, driven by his beliefs in so-
cialism, Christianity, and religious 
tolerance, he became, alongside 
the charismatic Michael Savage, 
one of the founders of the New 
Zealand Labour Party.

His organisational ability was key 
to the successful implementa-
tion of Labour’s vision of a pro-
gressive and decent society that 
protected ordinary people. Dur-
ing World War II, he also played 
a crucial role in the efficient mo-
bilisation of New Zealand’s re-
sources in support of Britain.

Relations between the New Zea-
land Labour Government in the 
1930s and Britain’s Conserva-
tive Government then pursuing 
a policy of appeasement towards 
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A Trusted Name in Times of Need
Gaunts Funeral Directors
For more than a century, Gaunts 
Funeral Directors has been a 
name synonymous with com-
passion, dignity and trust across 
Kidderminster, Stourport and 
the wider Midlands. What began 
as a simple act of kindness has 
grown into a sixth-generation 
family business, supporting 
thousands of families through 
some of life’s most difficult mo-
ments.

The story of Gaunts Funeral 
Directors dates back to 1900, 
when Percival Gaunt, a local 
carpenter, was asked to make a 
coffin for a friend. With the help 
of his father, Decimus, he rose to 
the occasion unaware that this 
moment would mark the begin-
ning of a long-standing family 
tradition. As the business devel-
oped, Percy’s sons, Stanley and 
Ronald, joined him, forming F.P. 

Gaunt and Son and laying the 
foundations for what would be-
come one of the Midlands’ most 
respected independent funeral 
directors.

Today, more than 125 years 
later, that same family ethos re-
mains at the heart of everything 
they do. Now spanning six gen-
erations, Gaunts Funeral Direc-
tors continues to provide a ser-
vice built on care, understanding 
and personal attention values 
that have been passed down 
and strengthened over time.

The company has grown steadily 
and serves communities across 
the region, with locations in Kid-
derminster, Stourport on Severn, 
Tenbury Wells, Rowley Regis, 
Stourbridge, Cradley Heath and 
Smethwick. Despite their expan-
sion focus remains firmly on de-
livering a truly local service, with 
each branch maintaining close 
ties to the community it serves.
Gaunts Funeral Directors offers 
a full range of funeral services, 
designed to meet the individual 
needs of every family. Whether 
arranging a traditional service or 

something more contemporary, 
their experienced team pro-
vides guidance and support at 
every stage. From handling le-
gal and administrative require-
ments to organising transport, 
liaising with crematoriums or 
burial grounds, and arrang-
ing bespoke elements such as 
celebrants or memorials, every 
detail is managed with profes-
sionalism and sensitivity.

Flexibility is also key. Families 
can choose between attended 
or unattended funerals, allow-
ing them to create a farewell 
that feels right for them both 
emotionally and financially. 
Above all, Gaunts believes 
every funeral should reflect 
the life of the individual, ensur-

ing a meaningful and personal 
tribute.
Beyond their services, Gaunts 
Funeral Directors is also deeply 
committed to giving back. The 
company actively supports lo-
cal charities and community in-
itiatives, reinforcing its role not 
just as a business, but as a val-
ued part of the areas it serves. 
This dedication to community 
is one of the many reasons why 
so many local families continue 
to place their trust in them, 
generation after generation.

In towns like Kidderminster 
and Stourport, where commu-
nity connections run deep, rep-
utation matters and Gaunts Fu-
neral Directors has built theirs 
over decades of consistent care 

and professionalism. 
They are known locally not only for 
the quality of their service, but for 
their genuine empathy, offering quiet 
reassurance and support when it is 
needed most.

As they continue to grow across the 
Midlands, Gaunts Funeral Directors 
remains firmly grounded in its found-
ing principles. More than 125 years on 
from that first coffin crafted by hand, 
their commitment to dignity, respect 
and family values remains unchanged 
ensuring they will continue to be a 
trusted name for generations to come.

To find our more visit: 
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk 
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winner? 48 feet across three gar-
dens. Local lore tells of the time 
Mrs Jenkins’ king-size sheet flew 
into a neighbour’s birthday BBQ. 
(The trifle never recovered.)

Local History Bite: 
When Stourport Was the
 ‘Blackpool of the Midlands’
In the 1930s, Stourport  was the 
place to be. With riverside picnics, 
paddleboats, fairground rides, and 
trainloads of Brumies in search 
of sun, it earned the nickname 
“Blackpool of the Midlands.” 
Though the lido may be long gone, 
the riverside charm certainly isn’t.

Bewdley’s Big (Brief) Break
for Freedom
Did you know Bewdley was 
once declared a free borough by 
Charles I? That didn’t last long—
mainly because locals took it as 
permission to ignore taxes alto-
gether. The Crown wasn’t amused, 
but the town’s proud independent 
spirit lives on!

THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown  
Quirky Tales & Local Lore
The Curious Case of the 
Tyre-less Car, Stourport

A mystery motor has taken 
up residence on a quiet cul-
de-sac in Stourport—minus 
tyres, windows, or an owner 
in sight. Locals have lovingly 
nicknamed it “The Modern Art 
Piece”. Council teams are on the 
case, but for now, it remains a 
baffling, bizarre, and bizarrely 
beloved landmark.

Squirrel Goes Viral,
Broadwaters Park

One particularly bold squirrel 

wowed park-goers last week 
with a series of gravity-defying 
leaps between trees, bins, and 
benches before nabbing a crisp 
and disappearing mid-munch. 
Onlookers are calling it “better 
than telly” and we have to 
agree.

When Bewdley 
Competed for Longest 
Washing Line

Rewind to the 1980s, when 
some Bewdley neighbours 
waged war with pegs and poles 
to see who could stretch their 
washing line the furthest. The 
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KEMP Hospice runners raise over 
£22,000 at London Marathon 2026
Dedicated fundraisers success-
fully completed the iconic TCS 
London Marathon on Sunday, 
raising an incredible £22,276 
including Gift Aid, in support of 
KEMP Hospice. Six runners took 
part raising funds for KEMP 
Hospice.  

In a particularly special year, for 
the first time KEMP Hospice 
were awarded four charity plac-

es. Will, Rachel, Sam and Rhys 
took on the 26.2-mile challenge, 
proudly representing KEMP 
Hospice and demonstrating 
months of commitment, train-
ing and fundraising. Two more 
runners chose to run in support 
of KEMP Hospice after success-
fully applying for ballot places. 
In the lead-up to the marathon, 
four of the runners visited KEMP 
Day Hospice for a special send-

off event, where they spent time 
with patients creating banners 
to take with them to London. 
The visit highlighted the real 
impact of their fundraising and 
introduced them to just some of 
the people who are cared for by 
KEMP Hospice. 

Ian Carr, Head of Fundraising 
& Communications at KEMP 
Hospice said “We are incredibly 
proud of all the runners for tak-
ing on this huge challenge. Each 
runner has their own personal 
reasons for wanting to support 
KEMP Hospice. Their dedication 
and the generosity of everyone 
who has supported them will 
make a real difference to people 
in our community who need our 
care and support services.”

The London Marathon is one of 
the world’s most recognised en-
durance events. Support for the 
team has come from across the 
community, with donations con-
tributing directly to patient care, 
wellbeing services and bereave-
ment support — all provided free 
of charge by KEMP Hospice.

The team at KEMP are now 
encouraging others to follow 
in the runners’ footsteps. “We 
have four charity places for 
next year’s event so if anyone 
is feeling inspired after the 
excitement of the weekend, 
you can register your interest 
for a charity place in the 2027 
TCS London Marathon via our 
website.”

To find out more about 
KEMP Hospice at the 2027 
TCS London Marathon visit: 
www.kemphospice.org.uk
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The Freezer is it
Foods Best Friend?
Ever wondered how to hit 
pause on that rapidly ripening 
punnet of raspberries or even 
those very soft bananas? Meet 
your freezer, the unsung hero 
of the kitchen!

Freezing works by slowing 
down the growth of microor-
ganisms, essentially putting 
your food into a state of deli-
cious, suspended animation. 
This means that fruits, vegeta-
bles, cooked meals, and even 
bread can retain their flavour, 
texture, and nutritional value 
for weeks or even months!

It’s an excellent solution to 
food waste and a brilliant 
way to save money. So, next 
time you have more than you 
can eat, think frozen! 

Your future self (and your 
wallet) will thank you for 
making your freezer your 
new best friend and yes, 
even bananas can be fro-
zen remove them from their 
peel and freeze inside a bag 
or foil and use them to make 
smoothies or banana bread 
once defrosted.
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family 
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an 
excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by 
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% 
of providers in England

Professional care and 
support in your own home

Our dedicated Care Team are here to 
help support you with 24/7 care provision 
should it be required. At TLC Care At 
Home, we are dedicated to supporting 
people with wide range of needs, including 
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical 
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory 
Impairments and supporting our aging 
population.

Depending on your individual needs, we 
can offer varying degrees of support from 
young adults to very mature people. TLC 
Care at Home are here to help anyone 
who requires care and support to enable 
them to remain living at home for as long 
as it is safe to do so.

• Domiciliary Care

• Palliative care

• Personal care

• 24 hour care

• Companionship

• Dementia Care

• Overnight Care

• Elderly Care

• Care for young adults

• Supporting younger people

• Domestic services: cleaning, cooking, 
   washing and shopping

• Collections of pensions or prescriptions

• Trips out and about

Comprehensive range of 
care services

Please contact us now for more information 
Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com



Knee                          
& Hip 

Foot                        
& Ankle 

Spinal  
Surgery 

Hand                     
& Wrist

Shoulder                
& Elbow

Physiotherapy

For more information please call 01384 560 123.
westmidlandshospital.co.uk

West Midlands Hospital
Your Local Private Healthcare Providers of Choice 

Get back to the things you love through                                  
rapid and convenient access to treatment 

0% Payment 
Plans 

Available

NHS and Private appointments available 
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professional,
   expert, guaranteed... Paving, Driveways

& Landscaping
BLOCK PAVING
TARMAC DRIVEWAYS
RESIN DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS & PATHS
LANDSCAPING

approved installers in

            Kidderminster...
                        and the Surrounding Areas 10 YEAR

GUARANTEE

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Freephone: 0800 747 1422
Kidderminster: 01562 814542
Mobile: 07454 515115

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP GUARANTEED
www.oldenglishpaving.co.uk
sales@oldenglishpaving.co.uk



.

Mark Garnier
Member of Parliament 
for Wyre Forest
The fallout from the recent local 
elections still rumbles on, not least 
with continued uncertainty about 
who will be prime minister! There 
are economic challenges facing us 
all, some driven by outside events, 
many from political choices. Tax 
employment and there is no sur-
prise that unemployment goes up. 
Inflation, too. Push up the cost of 
employing a school leaver, and 
youth unemployment rises. Put 
green levies on all our energy bills, 
and it is no surprise that we have 
the highest energy costs in the 
developed world.

It is easy to be gloomy about what 
is going on. But here in Wyre For-
est there are many reasons to be 
happy. When I first became the 

local MP, back in 2010, there 
were large areas of deprivation. 
The Stourport road was blighted 
by derelict employment sites. 
Kidderminster’s town centre 
was run down. Despite money 
spent on flood defences, Be-
wdley was still shut down every 
time the Severn broke its banks.
Wind forward 15 years, and 
Kidderminster has a newly re-
furbished town hall, properly 
equipped for performing arts. 
The old magistrates court has 
been refurbished. The second 
ugliest building in the UK – 
Crown House – is gone. We are 
about to have a new town cen-
tre park. Bewdley has new, east 
bank flood defences. Eyesores 
in Stourport have been demol-

ished. And on the Stourport Road, 
we have the new Silverwoods de-
velopment, a brand-new emergency 
services hub, and Specsavers’ main 
UK manufacturing base. If you’re 
“better off going to Specsavers”, 
what better endorsement for Wyre 
Forest is there than Specsavers be-
ing better off going to 
Kidderminster!

And to be fair to the new govern-
ment, they have continued with 
inward investment to the area. The 
£20 million Pride in Place funding 
award is just about to get started. 
This aims to tackle a strange local 
anomaly – that one of our most eco-
nomically productive areas is also 
home to our area of greatest social 
challenge. One side of the Stour-
port Road has the most economic 
opportunity, but the other side, the 
greatest unemployment.

The new Pride in Place board will be 
aiming to resolve exactly that prob-
lem. There is no greater satisfaction 
in life than being in control of your 
own destiny, and the start of that is 
to have a job. A lot of recent deci-
sions have made that more difficult, 
but at the very least, we can train 
people how to get onto life’s ladder.

Mark holds regular weekly 
surgeries: to book an 
appointment please 
contact his office via:

T: 01562 746771
E:mark.garnier.mp@parliament.uk

Promoted by Mark Garnier, 
of 28A Bewdley Road North, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 8PS 
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Forest Dog Rescue 
Every Share Makes a Difference
Forest Dog Rescue, a much-loved 
local charity near Kidderminster, 
is continuing its vital work caring 
for dogs in need and the commu-
nity can play a simple but power-
ful role in supporting them.

Every year, Forest Dog Rescue 
provides a safe haven for dogs 
of all ages, many of whom arrive 
with complex needs or from dif-
ficult backgrounds. Their dedi-
cated team works tirelessly to 
rehabilitate, care for and rehome 
each dog, giving them the sec-
ond chance they deserve.

One of the most impactful ways 
you can help right now is by fol-
lowing Forest Dog Rescue on 
Facebook. By doing so, you’ll stay 
up to date with the latest news, 
dogs available for adoption, and 
urgent fostering requests. Even 

something as simple as sharing 
a post can help a dog reach the 
right home faster.

Fostering is another hugely valu-
able way to support the charity. 
By opening your home on a tem-
porary basis, you can help ease 
pressure on kennel space while 
giving a dog a more comfortable, 
home environment. It also allows 
the charity to better understand 
each dog’s personality, helping 
to match them with the perfect 
forever family.

Whether you’re in a position to 
foster, adopt, or simply help spread 
awareness online, every action 
makes a difference.

To find out more, follow Forest Dog 
Rescue on Facebook and discover 
how you can get involved.

Together, the community can con-
tinue to support this fantastic local 
charity because every dog deserves 
a loving home.
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In 2027 a new Unitary council 
will be created, probably cover-
ing North Worcestershire, which 
amongst other things will bring 
waste collection, recycling and 
waste disposal together into one 
service. This will reduce cost and 
make planning and delivery easier. 
However, the key to protecting 
the environment and saving mon-
ey is to reduce waste at source. 

The Government’s “Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility” holds busi-
nesses accountable for the entire 
lifecycle of packaging, promoting 
recycling and reducing waste. 
Business that produces waste 
will be charged and this money 
invested in waste reduction and 
recycling, bringing the cost to 
council taxpayers down. We can 
also play our part by not buying 
products with excess packaging, 
not wasting food and by buying 
vintage, recycled and longer last-
ing products.

Content Supplied by 
Wyre Forest Labour Party

Making Recycling Better 
In The Wyre Forest 
Worcestershire County Coun-
cil is due to spend £59million 
of our council tax on disposing 
of our rubbish this year. Wyre 
Forest Council will spend £4.6 
million collecting household 
waste and transporting it to the 
privately run “energy from waste 
plant” at Hartlebury. The council 
intends to generate £1.7million 
of income mostly by charging for 
business and green waste col-
lections. By reducing waste and 
recycling more we can spend our 
council tax on improving other 
services. 

New legislation from the Labour 
Government will make recy-
cling simpler by creating com-
mon standards of what can be 
recycled and how it should be 
collected across England. This 
means that we can now put 
aluminium foil and food trays 
in our green recycling bins and 
the recycling plant will separate 
it ready for reprocessing back to 
aluminium. 

Our government is also requir-
ing that all English councils 
collect food waste. Currently 
all our food waste goes to the 
Hartlebury plant and is burnt. As 
you can imagine, burning waste 
food is costly and doesn’t cre-
ate much energy. By collecting 
it separately and processing it in 
an anaerobic digester, methane 
gas can be created and used to 
generate electricity. This is good 
for the environment and also 
saves money. 

Wyre Forest District Council 
is one of a number of councils 
that has not yet introduced a 
separate food waste collec-
tion service. Following the an-
nouncement of the new legisla-
tion, the Council has indicated 
that it will review its approach 
in line with government funding 
and guidance before committing 
to implementation. As a result, a 
dedicated food waste collection 
service is not expected to be in-
troduced locally in the immedi-
ate future.
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FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST 1980

WE SELL A RANGE OF RUGS FROM 
MODERN TO TRADITIONAL THAT SUIT ANY ROOM

WE CAN EDGE YOUR LEFT-OVER CARPET TO CREATE 
RUGS, THIS CAN BE DONE WITH A TAPED EDGE OR OVERLOCKED 

VISIT US INSTORE TO FIND OUT MORE
UNIT 6, ACORN ENTERPRISE 
CENTRE, HOO FARM IND EST, 
KIDDERMINSTER, DY11 7RA  

WWW.FJBENTLEYRUGS.CO.UK 

01562 755795



JELLEYMANS HERITAGE ARTS CHARITY 
Thispageissupportedand funded bythegenerous support of local businessesbased at 

Jelleyman’s Mill. Details of these businesses can be found on this page. 

Visit us online: www.JHAC.co.uk Email us at: info@JHAC.co.uk 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 

Become a volunteer and make a difference in your 

community. Help us build something beautiful 

together. Whether you can give a few hours a week or 

support a specific project there’s a place for you here. 

Contact us for more information. 

JHAC 
Jelleyman’s Mill and the surrounding site on Puxton 

Lane are one of the last remaining heritage of 

vestiges of the industrial Kidderminster, and here at 

Jelleyman’s Heritage Arts Charity we are devoted to 

conserving the character of that heritage whilst also 

bringing the site back to life as a modern, flexible, 

community asset. Our aim is to build a sustainable 

link between the past, present, and future of this 

beautiful region, engaging local people, groups and 

businesses to create a thriving hub of activity and 

opportunity. The site offers offices and function 

rooms for private hire, spaces for community group 

use, a community cafe, a wellbeing craft centre, 

and work has begun on a community garden. 

WHAT’S ON 
DOWN THE MILL 

The Community Cafe 
Our community café is temporarily closed for 
refurbishment while we carry out some 
improvements to the space. This will help us create 
an even more welcoming and comfortable place for 
everyone in our community. We look forward to 
reopening and welcoming you back very soon. 

info@jhac.co.uk 07534 026584 

5th June 
Tiamat Gaming at the Mill 7pm-11pm

1st June
                 Brew Monday 10am-2pm

3rd June
Well-being Craft Workshop 11am-2pm

10th June

19th June 

Well-being Craft Workshop 11am-2pm

Tiamat Gaming at the Mill 7pm-11pm

24th June 
Well-being Craft Workshop 11am-2pm

13th June
                Cancer Research Fund-raiser

17th June
Well-being Craft Workshop 11am-2pm
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www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 
Call Paul on: 01562 741820  Mob: 07704 346506 

2 bags        
£19.50 

4 bags  
£38 

****  CClleeaarraannccee  DDeeaallss****                                                                                                          
MMaannyy  PPrroodduuccttss  LLeessss  tthhaann    HHAALLFF  PPRRIICCEE**  

Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 

      5+ bags                                      
Only £5.99 ea.  

   

3 bags 
Only 
£24 

FREE     
Delivery 
DY10,11 

2 bags  
£15   

4 bags  
£28 

FREE     
Delivery 
DY10,11 

75 ltr bag 60 ltr bag 50 ltr bag 

Paul McGahan taking on the role 
of Bono, they deliver an energet-
ic and authentic journey through 
U2’s greatest hits, returning for 
their third successful fundraising 
performance.

Joining them are The New 
Classix, featuring well-known lo-
cal vocalist Jayne Peters along-
side a group of experienced 
musicians. Audiences can look 
forward to popular tracks from 
artists such as Texas and The 
Pretenders.

Opening the night are The Ru-
bix, an exciting up-and-coming 
local band who thrive across a 
mix of genres. Performing songs 
from Duran Duran, Spandau 
Ballet, Lady Gaga and The Cran-
berries, they are sure to get the 
crowd going.

Wyre Forest Matters is proud 
to spotlight an incredible night 
of live music for an even greater 
cause. Songs for Support 2026 
returns on Friday 20th Novem-
ber, bringing the community 
together to raise vital funds for 
KEMP Hospice.

The organisers would like to 
express a huge thank you to 
Wayne Barber, who has not only 
created a fantastic venue at The 
Church, but is also generously 
allowing this charity event to 
take place there. His support is 
hugely appreciated by everyone 
involved.

The evening promises a brilliant 
line-up of live music. Headlin-
ing the night are YOU2  a long 
established U2 tribute band cel-
ebrating their 22nd year. With 

Songs for Support 2026 
Fundraising for KEMP

So why KEMP? The answer 
is simple. Cancer touches so 
many lives, and KEMP Hos-
pice provides vital care, guid-
ance and support to those 
who need it most. To continue 
delivering these services, they 
rely on the generosity of the 
community.

All of the musicians are giving 
their time for free, meaning 
100% of ticket sales will go di-
rectly to KEMP. Now it’s over 
to the public to get behind this 
fantastic cause.

Get yours here: 
www.gvwhl.com/0NKTI



SAVE UP TO £650 OFF RRP ON SELECTED G PLAN MODELS 
when you upgrade to a power recliner for the price of the equivalent manual recliner 
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Design your dream door in minutes, with our online door designer.

Choose Door Type Choose a Door Range

Configure Your 
Frame

Choose Your 
Door Design

Choose Your 
Colour

Choose Your Hardware 

*Please Note: Exact prices are subject to the survey.All doors made in UK by:  

Design your new 
front door today
*Prices include survey, fitting and a 10 year guarantee

sales@securecompositedoorsltd.co.uk

01562 265 600
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Plant of the Month 
Hydrangea
If you’re looking for a showstop-
per this summer, the Hydrangea 
is hard to beat. Bursting into 
full bloom in June, these clas-
sic garden favourites are known 
for their large, colourful flower 
heads in shades of blue, pink, 
white and purple. They’re a sta-
ple in UK gardens and right now, 
they’re trending thanks to their 
versatility, low maintenance, and 
ability to transform any outdoor 
space into something truly eye-
catching.

One of the biggest reasons 
Hydrangeas are so popular is 
their adaptability. They work 
beautifully in borders, contain-
ers, or even as feature plants 
in smaller gardens. Whether 
you’re filling a shady corner or 
brightening up a patio, there’s 
a variety to suit almost eve-
ry space. Hydrangea thrives 
best in moist, well-drained 
soil rich in organic matter and 
prefers a position with morn-

ing sun and afternoon shade.   
Caring for Hydrangeas is re-
freshingly straightforward, mak-
ing them ideal for both beginner 
and experienced gardeners. The 
key is consistent watering these 
plants don’t like to dry out, 
which is reflected in their name, 
derived from the Greek word 
for water. Mulching around the 
base helps retain moisture and 
regulate soil temperature, espe-
cially during warmer June days. 
Regular watering and occasional 
feeding will keep blooms healthy 
and vibrant throughout the sea-
son. 

One of the most fascinating fea-
tures of Hydrangeas is their abil-
ity to change colour. In certain 
varieties, flower colour can shift 
depending on soil pH acidic soils 
tend to produce blue blooms, 
while alkaline soils encourage 
pink tones. This unique trait 
adds an extra layer of interest 
and allows gardeners to experi-

ment with their planting schemes.

Hydrangeas are trending not just for 
their beauty, but for their reliability. 
As long-lived perennials, they return 
year after year with bigger and bet-
ter displays. Their lush foliage and 
dramatic flowers also make them 
perfect for cut arrangements, bring-
ing that summer garden feel indoors.
In short, if you want maximum im-
pact with minimal fuss this June, 
Hydrangeas are the plant to choose 
bold, beautiful, and brilliantly easy 
to grow.



When the warmer months ar-
rive, there’s nothing quite like 
bringing people together in your 
garden. Whether it’s a relaxed 
barbecue or an evening drinks 
party, a little planning goes a 
long way in creating a welcom-
ing and memorable outdoor 
space.

Start with your layout. Think 
about how guests will move 
around the garden and create 
clear zones for seating, dining, 
and socialising. Arrange furni-
ture in small clusters to encour-
age conversation, and ensure 
there’s enough seating with-
out overcrowding the space. If 
you’re short on chairs, outdoor 
cushions, benches, or even pic-
nic blankets can add a casual, 
comfortable feel.

Lighting is key to setting the 
mood, especially as the evening 
draws in. Layer different types 
of lighting to create warmth and 

depth. String lights or festoon 
bulbs draped across fences or 
trees instantly add charm, while 
solar lanterns or candles placed 
on tables bring a softer glow. 
For a practical touch, make sure 
pathways and steps are well lit 
for safety.

When it comes to food, keep 
things simple and accessible. 
Opt for dishes that can be pre-
pared in advance and served 
buffet-style, allowing guests 
to help themselves. This not 
only reduces stress for the host 
but also encourages a more re-
laxed atmosphere. Use sturdy 
outdoor-friendly tableware and 
consider covering food to keep 
it fresh and protected from in-
sects. A drinks station with a 
selection of chilled beverages, 
glassware, and ice means guests 
can top up without needing to 
ask.
Creating atmosphere is all about 
the details. Background music 

played at a low volume can enhance 
the mood without overpowering 
conversation. Add personal touches 
such as fresh flowers, herbs in pots, 
or themed decorations to tie eve-
rything together. If the weather is 
unpredictable, have a backup plan 
parasols for shade or light rain, and 
blankets or a fire pit for cooler eve-
nings.

Ultimately, the best outdoor gather-
ings feel effortless. Focus on com-
fort, flow, and a relaxed vibe, and 
your guests will naturally settle in 
and enjoy the space you’ve created.

BATHROOMS • WETROOMS • EN-SUITES • CLOAKROOMS • TILES 
3D DESIGN SERVICE • TRUSTED INSTALLERS • LOCAL & NATIONAL DELIVERY

Unit 1, 19 Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF
T 01562 751714 | E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk

WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Quality & Style in Every Bathroom

WE DO HOME VISITS!

NEW SHOWROOM DISPLAYS
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9AM- 5PM (SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)
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Outdoor Entertaining
Create The Perfect Garden Gathering



The centre offers a huge and 
ever changing range of plants 
from seasonal bedding and per-
ennials to shrubs and specimen 
varieties sourced from across 
Europe. Many plants are grown 
on site at their nursery, ensuring 
strong, healthy stock and sup-
porting local growing practices.

Beyond plants, Cook’s is a one 
stop shop for all things garden 
related. Customers will find eve-
rything from compost and pots 
to feeds, fertilisers and lawn 
care products, with knowledge-
able staff always on hand to of-
fer tailored advice. Whether you 
are tackling pests, planning a full 
garden redesign or simply look-
ing to brighten up a patio, there 

Tucked just outside Stourport, 
Cook’s Garden Centre has been 
a trusted name in local garden-
ing for over 40 years and it is 
easy to see why it remains a firm 
favourite with both seasoned 
gardeners and beginners alike.

Family run since 1981, Cook’s 
has built its reputation on 
friendly, honest advice and 
a genuine passion for plants. 
Founded by local horticulture 
expert Paul Cook, the centre 
has grown from a small opera-
tion into a thriving independent 
business while still retaining that 
personal, community feel.

What really sets Cook’s apart is 
its focus on quality and value. 

is expert guidance available at 
every step.
The centre has also gained na-
tional recognition, earning mul-
tiple RHS Gold Medals including 
a prestigious win at the Chelsea 
Flower Show, highlighting the 
expertise and dedication behind 
the scenes.

But perhaps what makes Cook’s 
truly special is its community 
spirit. With a loyal local custom-
er base and a team that prides 
itself on long standing relation-
ships, it is more than just a gar-
den centre it is a place where ad-
vice is shared, ideas are sparked 
and gardens begin to grow.

Growing Local 
Inside Cooks Garden Centre
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07930890885 I www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk

Why choose us?

Make an appointment
Get Your free quote today

• Local trusted family business 

• DBS Checked 

• Deepest clean guaranteed 

• Advanced stain removal 

• Child & pet friendly products

Before After

Worcestershires first choice for

professional carpet & upholstery cleaning



If you are new to growing your 
own food, tomatoes are one of 
the best places to start. They are 
easy to care for, grow well in a 
variety of spaces, and reward 
you with a steady supply of 
fresh, flavourful fruit throughout 
the summer.

Cherry tomatoes are especially 
beginner friendly. They thrive in 
pots, hanging baskets, or small 
garden beds, making them ideal 
whether you have a large garden 
or just a sunny patio. Start by 
choosing a good quality tomato 
plant from a garden centre or 
grow from seed if you are feel-
ing more adventurous. Tomatoes 
need plenty of sunlight, so pick a 
spot that gets at least six hours 
of direct sun each day.

Use a container with good drain-
age and fill it with nutrient rich 
compost. Once planted, water 
regularly to keep the soil moist 
but not waterlogged. Consist-

ency is key, as irregular water-
ing can affect the quality of the 
fruit. As your plant grows, it will 
need support, so add a cane or 
small frame to keep it upright 
and healthy.

Feeding your tomato plant every 
couple of weeks with a liquid 
fertiliser will encourage strong 
growth and better fruit pro-
duction. You will also need to 
remove small side shoots that 
grow between the main stem 
and branches. This helps the 
plant focus its energy on pro-
ducing fruit rather than excess 
foliage.

Within a few weeks, you will 
start to see flowers appear, fol-
lowed by small green tomatoes 
that gradually ripen into vibrant 
red or yellow fruits. The moment 
you pick your first homegrown 
tomato is incredibly rewarding, 
and the taste is often far superi-
or to anything bought in a shop.

Growing tomatoes is not just about 
the end result. It is a relaxing and 
enjoyable process that connects 
you with nature and gives you a real 
sense of achievement. Once you 
have mastered tomatoes, you may 
find yourself inspired to grow even 
more.

Grow Your Own Tomatoes
With Confidence
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SPRING OFFERS
Roof ‘MOT’ inspection from £50 
Find and repair leaks from £199
Moss removal from £299
Full roof renovation from £599
Spray foam removal from £995

Call us on 01562 315496 or 07307 048343
vanguardroofcareltd@mail.co.uk • www.vanguardroofcareltd.co.uk

WITH THIS ADVERT
10% OFF

YOUR TRUSTED 
ROOFING SPECIALISTS

We specialise in
• Finding and repairing leaks
• Flat roof repairs and installations
• Valleys and gable end repointing
• Chimney repointing and lead-work
• Spray foam removal
• Roof replacements
• Roof ‘MOTs’

SCAN ME

Prevent 
rather than 

replace!

they are less likely to trap par-
ticles compared to traditional 
fillings.

During hay fever season, symp-
toms such as sneezing, con-
gestion and itchy eyes can feel 
worse at night. Standard pillows 
often hold onto allergens over 
time, even with regular washing. 
Hypoallergenic pillows are cre-
ated to stay fresher for longer, 
helping to reduce irritation and 
support clearer breathing while 
you sleep. This can make a no-
ticeable difference, especially 
for those who struggle with 
blocked noses or disrupted rest.
Quilts also play a part in main-
taining comfort. Hypoallergenic 
options provide warmth with-
out the allergen retention often 
linked to feather or down fillings. 
They are typically lightweight 
and breathable, helping to regu-

As hay fever season arrives, 
many people notice their symp-
toms worsen not just outdoors, 
but indoors too. Pollen can eas-
ily find its way into the home on 
clothing, hair and even through 
open windows. Once inside, it 
settles into soft furnishings like 
bedding, making nights just as 
uncomfortable as days. This is 
where hypoallergenic pillows 
and quilts can play an important 
role in improving sleep quality.

Hypoallergenic bedding is de-
signed to reduce exposure to 
common irritants, including pol-
len, dust mites and pet dander. 
These products are made using 
materials that resist the build 
up of allergens and help create 
a cleaner sleeping environment. 
Synthetic fibres such as micro-
fibre or specially treated cotton 
are commonly used because 

Sleep Easy This Hay Fever Season
with Hypoallergenic Pillows and Quilts

late body temperature and pre-
vent overheating, which can also 
disturb sleep.
Keeping bedding clean is es-
sential, particularly during peak 
pollen months. Most hypoaller-
genic pillows and quilts are easy 
to wash at higher temperatures, 
helping to remove allergens 
more effectively. Washing bed-
ding regularly and changing pil-
lowcases more frequently dur-
ing hay fever season can further 
reduce exposure.

Making the switch to hypoaller-
genic pillows and quilts is a sim-
ple yet effective way to create a 
more comfortable bedroom. At a 
time of year when allergies can 
feel unavoidable, it offers a prac-
tical step towards better sleep 
and more refreshed mornings.
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STOURPORT SHOWROOM
Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre
Wilden Lane
Stourport-on-Severn
(next to The Wash House - Free parking) 
01299 879779
sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk 
Mon–Thurs: 10am–3pm Fri: 10am–12:30pm
Closed weekends

        GILBERTS BLINDS LTD

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts
As a trusted local family business with over 
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on 
offering friendly, professional support, expert 
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to 
your needs.

Whether you're updating one room or your entire 
home, our team is here to help you find the 
perfect solution.

Talk to the experts – contact us today and 
transform your windows with style and 
confidence!

Made To Measure Shutters:
• British Made
• Energy Efficient
• 10 Year Gaurantee

GILBERTS
BLINDS

brilliantly too. From traditional 
vertical blinds and classic Vene-
tians to contemporary rollers, 
Roman blinds, and elegant plan-
tation shutters  there’s a style to 
suit every space and budget.

Their welcoming showroom al-
lows customers to browse the 
full range of designs, materials, 
and finishes in person, with ex-
pert guidance always on hand. 
Whether you’re looking for 
something practical – like black-
out blinds for a peaceful night’s 
sleep – or something that adds 
a soft, decorative touch to your 
interior, the team will help you 
find the right solution.

With years of hands-on expe-
rience and a real passion for 
interiors, the Gilberts team is 
known for going the extra mile. 
Every blind or shutter is made to 

Transform Your Windows with 
Gilberts Blinds and Shutters
Style, Privacy & Practical Solu-
tions Tailored Just for You

Whether you're refreshing a sin-
gle room or updating your entire 
home, Gilberts Blinds and Shut-
ters in Stourport-on-Severn of-
fers the perfect finishing touch. 

This family-run independent 
business has built a solid repu-
tation across Wyre Forest and 
Worcestershire for its excep-
tional customer service, expert 
fitting, and wide range of styl-
ish, made-to-measure window 
coverings.

Located in the well-known Bald-
win Centre, Gilberts specialises 
in supplying and installing be-
spoke blinds and shutters that 
not only look great but perform 

Gilberts Blinds - Made to Measure
and Built to Last!

measure, fitted with precision, 
and built to last – bringing you 
comfort, quality, and long-term 
value.

As a family business, Gilberts 
takes great pride in its personal 
approach, treating every home 
with the same care and atten-
tion they would their own. For 
homes, offices, or commercial 
premises, Gilberts Blinds and 
Shutters is your go-to for pro-
fessional service and beautiful 
results.

Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre, 
Wilden Lane, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 9JT Tel: 01299 879779

Find them on Facebook: 
Gilberts-Blinds-Ltd 
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For years, the idea of walking 
10,000 steps a day has been 
promoted as the gold stand-
ard for good health. While it’s 
a helpful target, the truth is far 
more flexible and far more en-
couraging for those struggling to 
hit that number.

The 10,000-step goal didn’t 
originate from medical research. 
It dates to a 1960s Japanese 
marketing campaign for a 
pedometer, and while it stuck, 
modern science suggests that 
health benefits begin well be-
low that figure. In fact, studies 
show that walking around 6,000 
to 8,000 steps a day can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of condi-
tions such as heart disease and 
Type 2 diabetes particularly for 
older adults.

Why Walking 10,000 Steps
Isn’t the Only Goal That Matters

For those with busy lifestyles, set-
ting realistic goals is key. If 10,000 
steps feels overwhelming, start 
with 5,000 and gradually build 
up. Using a step counter or smart-
phone app can help track progress 
and keep motivation high, but 
it shouldn’t become a source of 
pressure.

Ultimately, the best approach is 
the one you can stick to. Whether 
it’s 6,000 steps or 12,000, staying 
active on a regular basis is what 
truly makes the difference. In 
the long run, it’s not about chas-
ing a number it’s about creating 
a healthier, more active lifestyle 
that works for you.

What really matters is consist-
ency. Regular movement, even 
in shorter bursts, can improve 
cardiovascular health, boost 
mood, and help maintain a 
healthy weight. A brisk 20-min-
ute walk, a lunchtime stroll, or 
choosing the stairs over the lift 
all contribute to your daily ac-
tivity levels. It’s about building 
movement into your routine in a 
way that feels manageable.

It’s also important to remem-
ber that not all steps are equal. 
Walking at a faster pace, tackling 
hills, or mixing in other forms of 
exercise like cycling, swimming, 
or strength training can deliver 
even greater health benefits. 
Quality of movement can be just 
as important as quantity.

 MONDAY
STOURPORT 5.30pm & 7pm 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

TUESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 9.30am & 11am 

St Cecilia’s Church 

Hoo Road 

Kidderminster 

Jane 07800889768 

KIDDERMINSTER 

3.30pm 5pm & 7pm

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue 

Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT

5.30pm 

Stourport Bowling Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

WEDNESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am, 5pm & 7pm 

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT 9.30am 

Stourport Bowling Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

BEWDLEY5.30pm & 7pm St. 

George’s Hall

Load Street 

Bewdley 

Russell 07742254410

THURSDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

9.30am & 11am 

Kidderminster CarolinasR.F.C 

Marlpool Lane Kidderminster 

KIDDERMINSTER 6.00pm 

Foley Park Methodist Church 

Off Brinton Close 

Kidderminster 

Rachel 07907033347

STOURPORT 

5pm & 7pm 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport Lisa 

07906 989728

FRIDAY
STOURPORT 9.30am & 11am 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am 

Kidderminster Carolinas R.F.C 

Marlpool Lane

SATURDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

7.30am, 9am & 10.30am

St Mary’s Church 

Churchfields 

Kidderminster 

Kerry 07936495211

STOURPORT 8am & 9.30am 

The Cornerstone Rooms 

(part of the Stourport Baptist 

Church)

Minster Road, Stourport

real food, real support, real results
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Caring for the Community 
with TLC Care at Home
Domiciliary/Community Care  
what does it mean?

More and more people are 
choosing to stay at home in 
later life, and why not? Most 
of us spend the majority of our 
lives working to pay for our 
home and bills so why shouldn’t 
we enjoy it during our retire-
ment and golden days!

But what does it actually 
mean to have care and 
support at home?

Here at TLC Care at Home we 
provide a local, family based, 
person centred approach to 
support and care for people in 

their own homes. We provide 
support to a variety of clients 
in the Wyre Forest area and we 
are passionate about enabling 
people to stay at home safely 
for as long as possible.

When most people think about 
community care they tend to 
think of stereotypical tasks such 
as making a cup of tea and sit-
ting with someone and having a 
good chat. Whilst this is correct 
as part of the role, there is also 
a lot more expected of care staff 
in the community.

Care and support with TLC 
Care at Home is tailored to an 
individual and the majority of 
day-to-day tasks that our carers 

complete are as follows:
• Personal care: this includes as-
sisting someone to get washed, 
showered/bathed, and dried then 
dressed in their chosen clothing.
• Incontinence care: this includes 
assisting someone to go to the 
toilet and aiding them to manage 
additional needs, which can include 
incontinence pads, stoma bag care, 
and catheter care.
• Medications: support with medi-
cation is a massive part of support-
ing someone in the community. 
All our staff are trained to aid with 
medication administration, collec-
tions, reordering and disposals.
• Food and drinks: this can include 
preparing a home cooked meal or 
helping someone to cook indepen-
dently, as well as monitoring what 
the client is eating and drinking.
• Mobility: as we age our mobility 
changes and this can be linked to 
medical conditions or sadly just 
part of the aging process. Support-
ing someone to mobilise and walk 
safely in their own home requires 
input from professionals such as 
Occupational Therapists and Physi-
otherapists. Care staff are provided 
in depth manual handling training 
as well as continued training in the 
community and guidance for each 
individual who has support.

• Safety and wellbeing: the safe-
ty and wellbeing of our clients 
is at the heart of everything we 
do and we are obligated and 
regulated to protect vulnerable 
individuals. All care staff are 
trained to recognise, report 
and act on any concerns or 
suspicions of abuse.

This list is not exhaustive, and 
support services can range 
from a few hours a week to 
24-hour support, where we 
also assist clients to manage 
their household with general 
chores and cleaning.

When completing assessments, 
we look at matching staff to 
clients and where possible 
matching personalities to 
ensure that both our clients 
and staff have a positive visit. A 
lot of planning and preparation 
goes into our visits. We look 
at preferred times, medication 
timings, location, skin integrity 
and many other factors. Care 
Coordinators within the 
Domiciliary/Community Care 
sector face challenges daily to 
keep everyone happy and safe 
whilst managing expectations.

Throughout the Wyre Forest 
area there is a high demand for 
care and support, and all care 

providers work closely with 
Social Workers/Social Services, 
GP’s and Consultants, District 
Nurses, Occupational Thera-
pists, Physiotherapists, Mental 
Health/Learning disabilities 
professionals, Pharmacies, 
and any other professionals 
involved as required. As a care 
provider it can be a challeng-
ing balancing act to provide 
support, but we feel that to 
provide an “Outstanding” 
service you really do have to 
care. We are always going 
above and beyond to make the 
care experience as enjoyable as 
possible.

We, like all care providers are 
regulated by CQC and we have 
strict policies and procedures 
to ensure standards of care 
are maintained. CQC monitor 
and review all care providers 
including Domiciliary/Com-
munity Care and we are proud 
that during our last assessment 
we achieved the highest rating 
possible “Outstanding”
To provide care and support 
is a privilege and recently we 
have undertaken the decision 
to branch out and look at the  
options of TLC Care at Home 
providing Extra Care (also 
known as supported living). 

We are overjoyed to announce that 
we have been awarded a contract 
with Worcestershire County Council 
and The Community Housing Group, 
to take over the care provision at two 
of the largest Extra Care schemes in 
Kidderminster, Berrington Court and 
Arch Hill meaning that we can expand 
our expertise in providing tailored 
support and care from May 2026.

When it comes to seeking 
Domiciliary/Community Care it can 
be overwhelming at first but it’s 
important to remember that support 
is available whether it’s for you or a 
loved one, and services are 
available to stay at home with 
dignity for longer.

Help can be sought from:
• Your Doctors Surgery: Your GP has 
the facilities to make a referral based 
on your current health and circum-
stances and may also be able to 
provide assistance from local services 
such as the district nurses.
• Your local council: Your local council 
can assess your needs and establish 
what they are able to offer you that 
is funded, meaning they will pay all or 
most of the costs.
(There is a threshold for care be-
ing fully funded and this would be 
explained to you in detail when an 
assessment is carried out.)
• Private care providers: feel free to 
get in touch to discuss options avail-
able, there is no obligation and we are 
here to help make the care journey as 
smooth as possible! 

You can call  
TLC Care at Home on:  
01299 272 897 or email them at: 
wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk

If you require any advice on support 
available at home, including what 
additional benefits you may be 
entitled to, you can contact Age UK 
Advice Line on 0800 678 1602. Lines 
are open 8am–7pm, 365 days a year.
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Apple Cider Vinegar
A Simple Staple with Surprising Health Benefits
Apple cider vinegar has been 
used for centuries as a natural 
remedy, and today it’s enjoying a 
well-deserved resurgence. Made 
from fermented apple juice, this 
tangy liquid contains acetic acid, 
probiotics, and trace nutrients 
that can support overall wellbe-
ing when used correctly.

One of its most talked-about 
benefits is its potential to aid 
digestion. Apple cider vinegar 
may help stimulate stomach acid 
production, making it easier for 
your body to break down food 
and absorb nutrients. Many peo-
ple take a small, diluted amount 
before meals to reduce bloating 
and support gut health.
It’s also commonly linked to 

blood sugar control. Some stud-
ies suggest that consuming apple 
cider vinegar before or with meals 
may help improve insulin sensitiv-
ity and reduce blood sugar spikes 
particularly after carbohydrate-
heavy foods. This can be espe-
cially helpful for those looking to 
manage energy levels throughout 
the day.

Weight management is another 
area where apple cider vinegar 
may play a role. While it’s no mira-
cle solution, it may help promote 
feelings of fullness, which can re-
duce overall calorie intake when 
combined with a balanced diet.
In addition, apple cider vinegar 
has natural antibacterial proper-
ties and is sometimes used to 

support skin health or as a home 
remedy for minor ailments.

However, it’s important to use it 
safely. Always dilute apple cider 
vinegar in water before drinking to 
protect your teeth and throat and 
consult a professional if you have 
underlying health conditions.
Used wisely, this kitchen cupboard 
staple can be a small but beneficial 
addition to a healthy lifestyle.
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Live Music  & Entertainment | Refreshments | All ages & abilities

Join us for a fundraising walk around the beautiful 
grounds of Bodenham Arboretum on the night of 
the full moon to support the vital work of KEMP 
Hospice.

BOOK
YOUR
TICKET
HERE:

Kindly 
sponsored by: 
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Rolling into June 
Celebrating the Great British Sausage Roll
There are few things 
more comforting, more 
British, and frankly 
more irresistible than a 
freshly baked sausage 
roll. Golden, flaky pastry 
wrapped around per-
fectly seasoned sausage 
meat it’s a simple pleas-
ure that never goes out 
of style. This June, food 
lovers across the UK 
have the perfect excuse 
to indulge, as National 
Sausage Roll Day rolls 
around once again.

But while the sausage 
roll feels like a true 
British icon, its origins 
actually stretch much 
further back. The 
concept of wrapping 
meat in pastry dates 
to ancient times, with 

early versions appearing 
in Ancient Greece and 
Rome, where cooks used 
pastry to preserve and 
cook meats. The modern 
sausage roll as we know 
it began to take shape in 
France during the 17th 
century, before becom-
ing firmly established in 
Britain during the 19th 
century. By the time 
Victorian bakeries were 
thriving, sausage rolls 
had become a popular, 
affordable snack for the 
masses quick, filling, and 
easy to eat on the go.

Today, the sausage roll 
has evolved into a staple 
of British food culture. 
Whether you grab one 
from your favourite local 
bakery, enjoy a gourmet 

twist at a café, or try 
your hand at making 
your own at home, 
this is a day dedicated 
to celebrating a true 
classic. The beauty of 
the sausage roll lies 
in its versatility. From 
traditional pork fillings 
to modern variations 
featuring caramelised 
onion, chilli, or even 
vegetarian alternatives, 
there’s a version to suit 
every taste.

Of course, for those 
who enjoy getting crea-
tive in the kitchen, mak-
ing your own sausage 
rolls can be incredibly 
rewarding. It’s also a 
fantastic activity to do 
with family or friends, 
especially when you can 

experiment with fla-
vours and techniques. If 
you’re feeling inspired, 
be sure to check out 
the sausage roll recipe 
on the following page, 
where you’ll find a 
simple step-by-step 
guide to creating your 
own delicious batch at 
home.

National Sausage Roll 
Day is more than just an 
excuse to eat well it’s a 
celebration of a beloved 
staple with a rich his-
tory that has stood the 
test of time. So this 
June, whether you bake, 
buy, or share, take a 
moment to appreciate 
the humble sausage roll 
in all its golden glory.



Fixed-Price Lunch
2 Courses £20  3 Courses £25

Monday to Friday 11:30am - 3pm

106 Minster Road, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8AB

Event Catering
Grazing Boxes  •  Buffets & Party Food

Celebration Cakes  •  Private Dining
Street Food  •  Special Occasions  •  Memorials

t: 01299 333 337   e: bookings@paisleyat106.co.uk  www.paisleyat106.co.uk

t: 01299 333 555   e: contact@paisleyflourcatering.co.uk  www.paisleyflourcatering.co.uk

6314320_wyreforest_converted   16314320_wyreforest_converted   1 13/04/2026   14:0913/04/2026   14:09
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375g all-butter puff pastry
flour for dusting
2 tbsp apple sauce pickle or 
chutney
400g sausage meat or sausages, 
skins removed
1 egg beaten
2 tsp sesame seeds 

Step 1
Roll out the pastry to a 35 x 30cm 
rectangle on a surface lightly dust-
ed with flour. Trim the edges neat-
ly, then cut in half lengthways to 
form two long strips. Spread with 
a thin layer of the apple sauce, 
pickle or chutney, leaving a border 
along the edges.
Step 2
Tip the sausage meat into a large 
bowl, add 3 tbsp cold water and 

squash together. Divide the mix-
ture in two and mould each half 
into a cylindrical shape. Put each 
portion of meat into the middle of 
a pastry strip, leaving a border at 
either side. 
Brush the pastry border and the 
top of the sausage mix with the 
beaten egg. Fold one edge of the 
pastry over the meat and roll to 
encase, then use a fork to press 
the pastry edges together. 

Cut the sausage rolls into 5cm 
lengths and arrange on a lined 
baking tray. Chill for 20 mins. Can 
be made a day ahead or frozen for 
up to one month; to bake from 
frozen, add an extra 10 mins to the 
cooking time.

Easy Sausage Rolls 
with Apple Sauce or Chutney

Ingredients

Step 3
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. 
Brush the sausage rolls with the rest 
of the beaten egg and sprinkle with 
the sesame seeds (if using). Bake for 
30-35 mins until the pastry is deep 
golden. Transfer the sausage rolls to 
a wire rack and leave to cool for 10 
mins.

Method
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A Night of Legends:  
Barry Steele’s Roy Orbison Story 
Music fans are in for a real treat 
this June as Barry Steele’s Roy 
Orbison Story arrives at Stour-
port Civic for an unforgettable 
night of live entertainment on 
20th June 2026. Celebrating an 
incredible 21 years on stage, this 
acclaimed production brings the 
timeless music of Roy Orbison 
the legendary “Big O” back to 
life in spectacular fashion.

Direct from London’s Adelphi 
Theatre, Barry Steele and his 
talented cast take audiences on 
a musical journey through Orbi-
son’s remarkable career. Backed 
by a superb five-piece band, the 
show spans from the early rock-
abilly days at Sun Records right 
through to the era of the Trave-
ling Wilburys.

Expect to hear all the classic hits 
that made Roy Orbison one of 

the most distinctive voices in 
music history, including Pretty 
Woman, Crying, I Drove All 
Night, You Got It, Only the Lone-
ly, and In Dreams. Each perfor-
mance captures the emotion, 
power, and unique sound that 
defined Orbison’s global success 
and earned him a place in the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

But the night doesn’t stop there. 
This incredible show also fea-
tures special guest tributes to 
fellow rock ‘n’ roll legends in-
cluding Buddy Holly and Jerry 
Lee Lewis, as well as a celebra-
tion of the collective genius 
behind the Traveling Wilburys. 
It’s a full evening of nostalgia, 
energy, and world-class musi-
cianship.

Praised as “True Identikit Bril-
liance” by The Stage, Barry 

Steele’s performance is widely 
regarded as one of the most au-
thentic tributes in the UK. His 
attention to detail and passion 
for the music shine through in 
every note.

With tickets priced at just £28 
and the show starting at 7:30pm, 
this promises to be one of the 
standout live events of the sum-
mer. 

If you love classic hits and leg-
endary performers, this is a night 
not to be missed. 
Tickets available at: 
www.thecivicstourport.co.uk
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Upcoming Events

Try Our Fresh, New Menu 
Served Lunch & Dinner

www.thechurchvenue.com I 01562 320420

Church Street, Kidderminster DY102AR

The Church Venue The Church Venue.dy10
Check out all our 
upcoming events here

01562 320420

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

Church Restaurant & Bar

Lunch Served 12 - 2:30pm  Dinner Served 5:30pm - 8:45pm Sunday Lunch Served 12 - 4:45pm

Sat, June 6th

Back to the 80’s with Vehicle 
7 pm

MUSIC

Fri, June 12th
The Funk + Soul Social 

Exclusive DJ Sets From The Allergies
7 pm

MUSIC

Thur, June 4th

Hunting Relics - Hamilton White 
7 pm

TALK

Church Venue
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The Jersey Beats
Live at Kidderminster Town Hall
Get ready for a night of timeless 
music and unforgettable enter-
tainment as The Jersey Beats 
bring their spectacular show Oh 
What A Nite! to Kidderminster 
Town Hall on Friday 19th June 
2026.

Celebrating the legendary 
sounds of Frankie Valli & The 
Four Seasons, this high-energy 
production takes audiences on a 
journey through the rise of one 
of music’s most iconic groups. 
Led by Matt Andrew in the role 
of Frankie, the show blends 
storytelling with pitch-perfect 
vocals, capturing the magic that 
made the band a global sensa-
tion.

Audiences can expect to hear 
all the classic hits, including Oh 
What A Night, Can’t Take My 
Eyes Off You, Sherry, Walk Like A 
Man and Big Girls Don’t Cry. With 
stunning costumes, slick chore-
ography, and a full production 
featuring showgirl dancers, the 
performance recreates the spirit 
of the ‘Doo Wop’ era in style.

LAUREN HIRST & 
MARK WILLIAMS 
Local Qualified 
Lawyers of 50+ years 
experience 

“A lifetimeʼs attention to the most complex 
legal matters as a Police Superintendent, 

now lawyer, means you can definitely trust 
Mark & Lauren for your Will, Power of 

Attorney or Probate” 

Instructions taken in your own home or 
via video call/telephone

T: 01299 251442 
E: info@ambalegalservices.co.uk 
W. www.ambalegalservices.co.uk 

VENUE HIRE
PLANNING A PARTY OR CELEBRATION?

Cookley Village Hall Would Be The Perfect Venue 
With Beautiful Surroundings,

Ample Parking & Bar Facilities

CONTACT ANGELA ON - 07867 518978 OR COOKLEYVILLAGEHALL@GMAIL.COM
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Renowned as one of the UK’s 
top tribute acts, The Jersey 
Beats deliver an authentic and 
entertaining experience that has 
wowed audiences nationwide. 
Set in the beautifully restored 
Town Hall, this promises to be 
a standout night of live music 
not to be missed. Tickets: www. 
kidderminstertownhall.org.uk
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Driving into June
Motoring Matters This Month
As we head into June, it’s the per-
fect time to get out on the road 
and make the most of the longer 
days, brighter evenings, and im-
proving weather. Whether you’re 
planning a weekend getaway, 
commuting locally, or simply en-
joying a scenic drive through the 
countryside, this is one of the best 
months of the year to enjoy your 
car.

Before setting off, it’s worth giv-
ing your vehicle a quick seasonal 
check. Warmer temperatures 
can put extra pressure on tyres, 
so ensuring they’re correctly in-
flated and have sufficient tread is 
essential for both safety and fuel 
efficiency. It’s also a good idea 
to check coolant levels, oil, and 
screen wash, especially if you’re 
planning longer journeys. A clean 
windscreen and working air con-

ditioning can make all the dif-
ference when driving in bright 
sunshine.

June is also a popular time for 
road trips, with many people 
choosing to explore more of 
the UK. From coastal drives to 
countryside escapes, there are 
plenty of routes right on our 
doorstep that offer stunning 
views and a chance to unwind. 
Planning ahead can help avoid 
traffic hotspots, particularly 
during weekends and school 
holidays, so it’s worth check-
ing your route before you 
travel.

For those thinking about up-
grading their vehicle, summer 
often brings a range of offers 
from dealerships, making it a 
great time to explore new or 

used options. Electric and hy-
brid vehicles continue to grow 
in popularity, offering lower run-
ning costs and a more environ-
mentally friendly way to travel, 
particularly for shorter local 
journeys.

Finally, remember that with 
more cyclists, pedestrians, and 
motorcyclists on the roads dur-
ing the summer months, extra 
awareness is key. Taking a little 
more care and allowing extra 
space helps keep everyone safe 
and ensures that June’s journeys 
are enjoyable for all.

So, whether it’s a short trip 
across town or a longer adven-
ture further afield, make the 
most of the season and enjoy 
the road ahead this June.

£5 OFF £5 OFF 
MOT MOT 

WITH THIS WITH THIS 
ADVERTADVERT
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Gaunts of Kidderminster
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road

Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

01562 54 1062
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

Gaunts of Stourport
107 The Birches, Stourport-on-Severn

Worcestershire , DY13 9NR

01299 879 090
www.gauntsofstourport.co.uk

The Gaunt family have been providing first class, unrivalled and affordable
funeral services since 1900 through six generations. We have the ability to

adapt arrangements to suit any special request and make every funeral 
meaningful, unique and personal 

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services ⋅ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements ⋅ Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles ⋅ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling

Memorials Stones ⋅ Floristry ⋅ Pre Paid Funeral Plans 
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Kidderminster Harriers  PROMOTED!
There were fantastic scenes of celebration away 
from home as Kidderminster Harriers secured 
promotion back to the National League with an 
impressive 2-0 victory over South Shields.

In front of a travelling army of passionate support-
ers, Harriers produced a disciplined and determined 
performance to seal a memorable return to the 
top tier of non-league football. Goals in each half 
ensured the visitors completed the job in style, 
sparking jubilant scenes at the final whistle as 
players, staff and fans celebrated together.

The result caps off a superb campaign for 
Kidderminster, who have shown consistency, 
resilience and quality throughout the season. The 

Bo Henriksen and Jon Purdie, 
both of whom said they have 
fond memories of their time at 
the club, have joined KHIST as 
international and UK honorary 
presidents, respectively.

Henriksen, who is currently head 
coach at Mainz 05 in the Bun-
desliga, is fondly remembered 
for his prolific goal-scoring dur-
ing Harriers' time in the football 
league.

He set a club record as the first 
football league player at Harriers 
to score a hat-trick away from 
home in a clash with Exeter City. 
He finished the 2002–03 sea-
son as the club’s all-time highest 
football league goal scorer, with 

20 goals in 41 appearances.

Henriksen said: "It would be an 
honour to take the position of 
international honorary presi-
dent.

"I still follow the Harriers and 
it’s great to see them doing well 
this season." Purdie, who played 
more than 100 times for Harri-
ers in two spells, will always be 
remembered for his wonder goal 
against Birmingham City in the 
FA Cup third round during the 
1993/94 season.

He helped Harriers win the Con-
ference title in the same season 
as the incredible cup run.

Purdie said: "I’m delighted to 
take on the role of UK honorary 
president with the Trust.

"My time at Harriers was truly 
special, and I feel a strong con-
nection to the club.

"I continue to follow their pro-
gress and always wish them suc-
cess."

You can find out more about 
KHIST by visiting : 
https://www.khist.org.uk
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squad’s hard work and togetherness have been clear 
from start to finish, with supporters backing the team 
every step of the way home and away.

Players and management praised the incredible sup-
port from the travelling Harriers faithful, whose vocal 
backing at South Shields helped create a memorable 
atmosphere on a historic day for the club.

Promotion marks an exciting new chapter as prepara-
tions now begin for life back in the National League, 
with fans already eagerly anticipating next season and 
the challenges ahead.
For the town of Kidderminster, it was a proud day as 
supporters made the long journey home celebrating a 
deserved promotion-winning success.

IMAGE CREDIT 
ADE HOSKINS



01384 956119   01562 541208
dreamdoors.co.uk 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NAdudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

Find Your 
Perfect Fitin our showroom 

Up to 
50% less 

than a new fitted kitchen 
by simply replacing 
the doors and worktops


