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Kidderminster town centre is
embarking on an exciting trans-
formation as work progresses on
a brand-new public park, taking
over the site where the iconic
Woolworths once stood. For
decades, this spot on Worcester
Street was a bustling hub of re-
tail activity, hosting high street
favourites such as Megavalue,
Poundland, and Sigma Aquatics.
Now, the area is being cleared to
make way for a vibrant, acces-
sible green space that promises
to bring a fresh sense of life and
energy to the heart of the town.

The redevelopment, a joint
initiative led by Wyre Forest

Local News

A Fresh Chapter

Kidderminster:

New Park Takes Shape on Former

Woolworths Site

District Council in partnership
with North Worcestershire Eco-
nomic Development (NWedR),
is designed with the commu-
nity in mind. The plans for the
new park include a children’s
play area, winding walkways
for leisurely strolls, and beauti-
fully landscaped green spaces
that aim to enhance the look
and feel of Worcester Street. By
creating a welcoming, accessible
environment, the project also
seeks to strengthen the connec-
tion between this key site and
surrounding areas of the town
centre, encouraging more Visi-
tors and fostering community
engagement.

Phase one of the project, which
involved carefully demolishing
the old buildings that had become
a tired reminder of the past, has
already been successfully com-
pleted. The council is now in the
process of reviewing tenders from
contractors for the next stage
of development, which will see
the construction of the park’s
main features begin in the com-
ing weeks. Residents can expect
a visible transformation over the
coming months as the space is
brought to life.

This redevelopment forms part of
the wider government-backed Fu-

ture High Streets Fund initiative,
which aims to rejuvenate town
centres across the UK. For Kid-
derminster, this means more than
just a new park—it represents a
broader commitment to creating a
town centre that is not only func-
tional but also vibrant, attractive,
and socially inclusive. By replac-
ing derelict buildings with a green,
communal space, the project is set
to provide a safe and enjoyable
environment for families, young
people, and older residents alike.

The benefits extend beyond aes-
thetics and recreation. By enhanc-
ing the local environment and
providing an attractive space for
residents and visitors, the new
park is expected to boost footfall
to surrounding businesses, sup-

For 20 Years
RIVERSIDE

HOME CARE LTD

Stourport « Kidderminster - Bewdley

porting the economic vitality of
the town centre. It also repre-
sents a long-term investment in
community well-being, offering
a place for relaxation, leisure,
and social interaction, right in
the heart of Kidderminster.
Once completed, the park will
stand as a symbol of Kidder-
minster’s ongoing commitment
to urban renewal, community
cohesion, and sustainable de-
velopment. It will offer residents
a modern, green space where
people can gather, play, and
enjoy the outdoors, while also
serving as a landmark of the
town’s evolution.

Residents eager to follow the
project’s progress or learn more
about the plans are encour-

« PERSONAL CARE « MEALS AND DRINKS ASSISTANCE

« LIGHT DOMESTIC TASKS « MEDICATION SUPPORT
« SHOPPING SUPPORT AND TRIPS
« PHONE CALL CHECKS « HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

We have been supporting families in the Wyre Forest area for
over 20 years and are enormously privileged to have been a

part of so many peoples home care journeys.

Monthly Readership 30,000

aged to visit the Wyre For-
est District Council’s official
website, where updates and
detailed information on time-
lines and features will be reg-
ularly shared. With its combi-
nation of thoughtful design,
community focus, and green
innovation, the new Worces-
ter Street park promises to
be a valuable addition to Kid-
derminster, offering a legacy
that future generations can
enjoy.

To find out more about the
new park and its develop-
ment, visit:
www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk
for the latest updates and
project information.

Our mission is simple, to treat everyone that uses
Riverside as family. To offer the care and attention
that we would want for our own mothers, fathers,
grandparents and friends. Having support at home
can be a hugely positive and life enriching experience.

A huge part of who we are is the sense of community to where we live - both management and carers
live locally, so you can be at ease that we are never far away and always on hand to guide, reassure

and support you.

T: 01299 823777 E: enquiries@riversidehomecare.co.uk

www.riversidehomecare.co.uk
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Dianne, owner of HYPOXI in
Kidderminster, has dedicated the
last 15 years to helping people
transform their health, wellbeing
and confidence. ‘| feel very privi-
leged to have been able to bring
HYPOXI to Kidderminster 15
years ago, and it really has saved
lives!” she says.

HYPOXI is totally non-invasive,
using compression and vacuum
therapy, coupled with gentle
exercise, and the results are mi-
raculous.

HYPOXI has been exceeding cli-
ent expectations for 25 years,
and Dianne has supported over
a thousand transformations from
their Worcestershire Studio. “Cli-
ents have travelled the length
and breadth of the country for
HYPOXI improved skin tone, cel-
lulite loss and targeted fat loss.

We've looked after clients of all

Featured Business

15 Years of HYPOXI

Transformations in Kidderminster

HYPOXI is in 54 countries worldwide but
Kidderminster is the only UK Studio outside

London!

ages, and always enjoyed a re-
laxed, friendly yet professional
atmosphere. Our discreet loca-
tion means discerning clients,
even those in the public eye, can
be assured of confidentiality.

| first tried HYPOXI to recover
damage from a corporate life-
style and endometriosis, my
stomach, knees, back everything
was creaking and hard work! |
then needed HYPOXI again to
sort out post-baby damage,

reversing a C-section overhang,
and getting the lymphatic system
back in order after pre-eclampsia.

More recently | have used HY-
POXI preparing for holidays and
weddings, but also to get me
through menopause and grief.
Stress causes high cortisol which
takes its toll on the body. Symp-
toms include belly fat, weight
gain, fatigue and poor sleep.

Over the years many, like I, have

-

:

found the answer in HYPOXI
which stimulates nutrient-rich
oxygenated blood throughout the
body, making targeted fat burn and
skin brightening and tightening a
reality. Lose from stubborn fat ar-
eas as opposed to the face first.

Imagine the best lymphatic drain-
age massage, and the gentlest ex-
ercise to deliver results three times
faster than diet and exercise alone.
All in a supportive, friendly envi-
ronment with proven equipment,
and personal 1:1 support.”

HYPOXI is co-located at Rejuve-
nate, home to many premium beau-
ty brands delivered by some of the
country’s most qualified therapists.
Leading technologies include radio
frequency, CACI non-surgical, mi-
croneedling, peels, LVL lash lifts,
manicures, pedicures and more.

See advert opposite for
contact details.
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|

design your body

® Personalised and dedicated 1:1 HYPOXI Coach support 24/7 © Appointmentonly e Full sanitize between clients ® Guaranteed results

The natural alternative to tummy tucks and liposuction

' didn't recognise wiy body Odter griet, illness and
menopause. HYFOXI changed a/ef)/%AMj. ! look and Feel iy
best ever"

Back fat creases gone
Tummy flattened
Bum lifted
Cellulite gone

> y
Skin tightened SEFORE T

HYPOXI®

AFTER 8
BEFORE WEEKS
HYPOXI®

¥ Rejuvenateathypoxi | Call Us: 01562 740840 | www.rejuvenateathypoxi.co.uk

@ hypoxi_worcestershire |




8

Wyre Forest Matters

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an

Care At Home excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3%
of providers in England
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Professional care and
support in your own home

Comprehensive range of
care services

Our dedicated Care Team are here to

help support you with 24/7 care provision
should it be required. At TLC Care At
Home, we are dedicated to supporting
people with wide range of needs, including
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory
Impairments and supporting our aging
population.

Domiciliary Care

Palliative care

Personal care

° 24 hour care

* Companionship

Dementia Care

Overnight Care

Elderly Care

Care for young adults
Supporting younger people
Domestic services: cleaning, cooking,
washing and shopping

Collections of pensions or prescriptions
Trips out and about

Depending on your individual needs, we
can offer varying degrees of support from
young adults to very mature people. TLC
Care at Home are here to help anyone
who requires care and support to enable
them to remain living at home for as long
as it is safe to do so.

Inspected and rated
. . Outstanding
Please contact us now for more information Qcﬂmouam

Commission

Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com

Stourport Carnival once again
proved why it's one of the most
treasured events in the Wyre
Forest calendar, as hundreds
of families flocked to the town
on Saturday 6 September for a
day filled with colour, music and
community togetherness.

The streets of Stourport were
bursting with life as the tradi-
tional carnival procession made
its way through town. From
noon, spectators lined the route
to enjoy an array of vibrant
floats, marching bands, dancers,
classic cars and local community
groups - each adding their own
sparkle to this year's celebra-
tions.

The fun didn't stop there. Down

by the Riverside, visitors en-
joyed an afternoon packed with
entertainment. Families made
the most of the fairground rides,
live music and children’s activi-
ties, while the stalls offered eve-
rything from crafts and games to
delicious food and drink. It was
the perfect chance for friends,
neighbours and visitors to come
together and make lasting mem-
ories.

As the day gave way to even-
ing, the carnival spirit carried on
with music, dancing and laugh-
ter ringing out until late. The
highlight for many was the spec-
tacular fireworks display, light-
ing up the night sky above the
riverside and bringing a dazzling

Monthly Readership 30,000

' Stourport Carnival

' Brings the Town Alive
with Colour and
Community Spirit!

finale to an unforgettable day.
The Carnival, a proud tradition
loved by generations, once again
showcased everything special
about Stourport - community,
creativity and celebration. A
heartfelt thank you goes out to
the organisers, volunteers, per-
formers and everyone who took
part in making this year's event
such a success.
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Supporting distressed ch

‘ ey Charey huriser 1160028

“It's a relief to always have tt
option to speak to my me

- gives me peace of mind
stuff may get difficult in
calm, level-headed unbia
rllponslwill*help me calm de

4 and not overthink if times do
tough.”

Mentee, 2023.

Mentor Link
CHILDREN'S CHARITY IN NEED

OF MENTORS

Children’s charity Mentor Link
provide 1-1 mentoring and
therapeutic support to vulner-
able children and young peo-
ple in schools and the com-
munity. Children and young
people who are facing social
and emotional difficulties im-
pacting on themselves and
their motivation to learn.

Due to demand for our ser-
vice, we need more Mentors.
For a vulnerable child to have
an adult who provides a listen-
ing ear, having someone im-
partial to share their thoughts
and feelings with is invaluable.

If you live or work in the Wyre

Forest, have excellent com-
munication skills; are a good
listener; reliable; have an in-
terest in the next generation;
can relate to children and
young people and can commit
to a minimum of 6 months vol-
unteering, 1-2 hours a week,
contact us.

Life experiences a must!

As a safer recruiter,
2-character references and an
Enhanced DBS check

are required.

Tel: 01299 822336 email us:
enquiries@mentorlink.org.uk
www.mentorlink.org.uk
Charity No: 1169026

Monthly Readership 30,000

DESIGN YOUR NEW FRONT DOOR TODAY

AND GET AN INSTANT PRICE THAT INCLUDES SURVEY, FITTING AND 10 YEAR GUARANTEE

In just a few minutes, design your new
front door and even upload a photo of
your house to see how it will look!

11

ALL ENQUIRIES: 01562 265 600
Stourport Road, Kidderminster
www.securecompositedoorsitd.com

SCAN THE QR CODE TO DESIGN YOUR
DOOR AND GET AN INSTANT PRICE
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My STEPS

A"l SKILLS*SUPPORT+ENHANCE

Support to Enhance Personal Skills

My STEPS is a day service op-
portunity for adults aged 16 and
over who have a learning dis-
ability. We work with individuals
on a one-to-one or small group
basis to support progress in so-
cial skills, personal development,
confidence, and independence.
This warm and welcoming group
is ideal for those taking their first
step into the adult world, offer-
ing encouragement, friendship,
and new experiences.

Our base is Leapgate Activity
Centre, where we meet Monday
to Thursday. This unique loca-
tion means we can take partin a
wide range of farming activities
always a highlight! Over time,
we've mucked out, fed, show-
ered, and groomed donkeys,
a pony, goats, and pigs. We've
collected eggs from chickens
and ducks, met newborn calves,
even witnessed animal births.
We garden in the orchard, help
put up and take down fences,

use lawn mowers, and harvest
apples and potatoes for use in
our cooking sessions.

Cooking is a big part of our inde-
pendent living skills programme.
We've made everything from
apple crumbles, rhubarb cakes,
and cottage pie to soups, pasta
dishes, roasts, quiches, ome-
lettes, sandwiches, and salads.
Baking cakes and treats to take
home is always popular.

Craft and woodwork sessions
have included creating person-
alised aprons, candles, hang-
ing baskets, pom-pom wreaths,
planters, hedgehog houses, rab-
bit hutches and runs. Everyone
has the chance to try new skills,
from shopping, money man-
agement, and recipe planning
to cleaning, ironing, mopping,
pumpkin carving, bird feeder
making, and even Christmas
cake decorating.

A typical morning may involve
farm work and independent living
skills, while afternoons could in-
clude sport and fitness, gardening,
personal pampering, or enjoying a
walk in the local area. Sessions are
flexible and shaped by the choices
of the people attending.

We provide transport from Red-
ditch and Bromsgrove (one pick-
up point in each), included in the
cost of the day.

My STEPS offers a free taster
session so you can see for yourself
if it's the right fit for you.

Cost: £60 per day
Contact Sarah at:
sarah@mysteps.org.uk
Call 07934 902020

Take your next step towards
building skills, confidence, and
independence in a friendly
and supportive setting.

Monthly Readership 30,000 13

Face to face, online and
telephone sessions for
people across the Wyre

Forest and UK

<2
Qh

Hope & Bloom

Counselling & Psychotherapy

Ready to take the first step?

Free 20-Minute Consultation
Let’s talk, an initial chat to explore what you need and
whether wa're the right fit.

Individualised and tailored
counselling &

Flexible, Accessible Support
‘Sessions are available anling, via telephone or in-person,
“with flexible times,
psychotherapy support
for anxiety, low mood,
trauma, loss,
neurodiversity, self-
esteem, women’s

wellbeing, and personal

Short or Long-Term Therapy.
Whether you're looking for focused support ordeeper,
a@'ng__,pmg_.wmﬂx;_we‘ll go eta pace that feels right foryou

Professional and Accredited
id registered with NCPS, you can
ing you're In experienced hands.

therapy for counselling
students

Visit: www.hopeandbloom.org
Contact: hope.bloom@outlook.com
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JOIN OUR ADULT
DANGHGIMSSES

TAP DANCE (+)  BALLET & STRETCH

COMPLETE BEGINNERS

Monday 8.15-9pm
Thursday 10.45-11.25am

IMPROVERS

Monday 7.25-8.10pm

ADVANGED

Tuesday 7.30-8.15pm

COMPLETE BEGINNER BALLET

Tuesday 7.30-8.15pm
Thursday 11.30-12.15pm

CANDLELIGHT STRETCH

Tuesday 8.20-9.05pm

o)
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Move More. Stress Less. Dance With Us.

BOOK NOW:
chloemaysdanceacademy.co.uk

©

THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown
Quirky Tales & Local Lore

There's always something unu-
sual happening across the Wyre
Forest - and we love sharing
the quirky tales that make our
area unique.

Did you know that Kiddermin-
ster once had a secret under-
ground air raid shelter hidden
beneath the town centre?

Locals walking along the High
Street today might be surprised
to learn that, during the Second
World War, tunnels and cham-
bers were built below ground to
keep people safe during bomb-
ing raids. Some of these spaces
still exist, quietly tucked away
from view.

Meanwhile, over in Stourport,
residents recently spotted a pair
of bright green parakeets
making themselves at home
along the riverside. Thought

to be escapees from an aviary,
they've quickly become local
celebrities - their tropical
squawks drawing curious
onlookers and photographers. It
seems the Wyre Forest is a wel-
coming home for all creatures,
not just our traditional wildlife.

Monthly Readership 30,000
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Discover the joy of creativity at

Cookley Art Club

For anyone who has ever wanted
to pick up a paintbrush, sketch-
pad, or simply explore their crea-
tive side in a friendly environment,
Cookley Art Club could be just the
place.

The club was formed six years ago
and has since grown into a warm
and welcoming group of like-
minded amateur artists. Members
meet every Wednesday morning
at Cookley Village Hall, from 10am
to 12 noon, to enjoy a relaxed
and informal session. There are
no strict rules or rigid structures
- members are encouraged to “do
as they please,” whether that’s ex-
perimenting with paints, sketching,
or simply sharing ideas over a cup
of tea.

Creativity is at the heart of the
club, but the social side is just
as important. Conversations of-
ten flow from art techniques to

everyday life, making the weekly
sessions as much a gathering of
friends as an opportunity to ex-
plore artistic talents.

One of the most appealing aspects
of Cookley Art Club is its acces-
sibility. No previous experience
is required - all that's needed is a
little enthusiasm and a willingness
to have a go. Fellow members are
always happy to offer guidance and
encouragement to help newcom-
ers find their own artistic path.
The first visit is free, giving people
the chance to see what the club is
all about. After that, membership
costs just £10 per month, which
covers the hire of the village hall
- excellent value for two hours of
creativity and companionship each
week.

Whether a complete beginner,
someone returning to art after
many years, or simply a local resi-

dent looking for a new hobby and
new friends, Cookley Art Club of-
fers the perfect opportunity.

New members are always welcome
why not drop by one Wednesday
morning and discover what this
creative community has to offer?

Have Your Say:
Improving Care at Kidderminster Hospital

Kidderminster Hospital & Treat-
ment Centre is asking patients,
carers and local residents to
share what matters most in their
experiences of hospital care —
and your feedback could help
shape future improvements.

This comes through Worces-
tershire Acute Hospitals NHS
Trust’s annual “Big Quality Con-
versation” survey, an anonymous
questionnaire available in 95 lan-
guages. It asks about safety, the
effectiveness of treatment, and
the overall hospital stay. The an-
swers gathered will directly influ-
ence the Trust’s safety and qual-
ity priorities for the year ahead.

Kidderminster has also seen

2 SANTA
v FUN RUN

7th December 2025
u’ s

Wolverley Memorial Hall

2025 Run Options:

¢ Timed 10k Race
e 5k Run
* 1k Kids Santa Dash

encouraging progress recently.
Children’s services at the hospi-
tal were upgraded by the Care
Quality Commission (CQC), mov-
ing from “requires improvement”
to “good” after an unannounced
inspection last autumn. Inspec-
tors found stronger performance
in safety, responsiveness, and
leadership.

In addition, the hospital’s diag-
nostic services have expanded.
The endoscopy unit has grown
from three to five procedure
rooms, increasing capacity and
helping to reduce waiting times
for vital tests and treatments.

Despite these improvements,
there are ongoing calls from the

Find out more or register online:
www.kemphospice.org.uk/santa-fun-run

Monthly Readership 30,000

community for more investment in
local services. Campaigners con-
tinue to push for the restoration of
facilities and for Kidderminster to
take more pressure off Worcester-
shire Royal, particularly given the
demands on its A&E department.

At present, Kidderminster Hospi-
tal already treats around 170,000
patients a year. Looking forward,
health leaders say the site will play
an even bigger role in day case and
short-stay surgery, diagnostics and
outpatient care — strengthening its
position at the heart of healthcare in
the Wyre Forest.

Have your say: You can share your
views by completing the Big Quality
Conversation survey at www.worc-
sacute.nhs.uk/bqc24.
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Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Orangeries
Kidderminster & Worcester showrooms open 7 days a week

www.5starwindows.co.uk 01562 60800

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
. CONSERVATORIES /
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A Heartfelt Story of Hope:
For Rescue Dogs

Local cartoonist Kerry Adams has
turned her love of drawing and
her passion for dogs into some-
thing truly special - a beautifully
illustrated book about her own
rescue dog, Rusty.

Rusty’s life began in Romania,
where he faced fear, hunger and
loneliness until he was saved by
High Hopes Dog Rescue, a Kid-
derminster-based charity. Thanks
to their work, Rusty found his
way to Kerry - and with time, pa-
tience and love, the two formed
an unbreakable bond.

The book tells Rusty’s real-life
journey, showing both children
and adults the importance of un-
derstanding and patience when
welcoming a rescue dog into

their home. Kerry, who only dis-
covered she was dyslexic at the
age of ten, always found school
difficult but never stopped draw-
ing. Now she has fulfilled her
dream of becoming an author
and illustrator.

Half of all proceeds from the
book go directly to High Hopes
Dog Rescue (Charity No.
1207261), helping more dogs
like Rusty find safety and love. As
Kerry says, “Love can’t pay their
bills - please help.”

The book is available for £15 at
www.keztasticcartoons.com

the perfect gift and of course
Christmas gift for any dog lover,
while also supporting a vital local
cause.

Monthly Readership 30,000

www.the

opticians.co.uk

CALL FOR AN |
EYE TEST

01562 747087 |

01905 796641

FUNERAL

Attwood Funerals
CELEBRATING LI F E

A truly local, independant family business.

We cater for all kinds of funeral services and offer full funeral planning services.
Religious and non-religious, cremations, burials, green funerals and more.

Unattended local cremation service starting
from only £1195* & Funeral Plans from £1520

More information at:
www.attwoodfunerals.co.uk
24/7 Phone line: 01562 632081
info@attwoodfunerals.co.uk

Attwood House, 220 Marlpool Lane, Kidderminster, DY11 5D

*Prices correct as at April 2025 and may change in the futore.
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%\;i\!\ KIDS

HALLOWEEN PARTK

FRIDAY 31ST OCTOBER | 4PM - 6:30PM

GHOULISH

TRICK OR TREAT GAMES

BOX PUNMPKIN

TUCK INTO LOADEDWJACKET POTATOES, SPOOKY
CUPCAKES, AND A CREEPY COCKTAIL OR MOCKTAIL!

£25 p/p

www.paisleyat106.co.uk

PAISLEY «// NO.106 106 Minster Road, Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 8AB

Monthly Readership 30,000

WILDJAC DISTILLEY

Nestled in the heart

of the Wyre Forest,
Wildjac Distillery is an
independent, eco-
conscious distillery
producing exceptional
gin, vodka, and rum—all
made using locally
sourced botanicals and
ingredients. Sustainabil-
ity is at the core of what
we do, ensuring every
sip of our naturally
spirited drinks supports
a greener future.

We're committed to
reducing our environ-
mental footprint, from
using eco-friendly pack-
aging to cutting down

on carbon emissions. As
proud members of the
1% for the Planet pro-
gramme, we donate a
portion of every sale to
environmental causes.
Plus, we're leading

the way in sustainable
packaging innovation,
being one of the first
distilleries to use frugal
bottles—a revolution-
ary paper-based bottle
that’s five times lighter
and requires six times
less carbon to produce
than glass.

For those who love
exploring the world of
craft spirits, we offer

distillery tours and ex-
clusive tasting events.
Join us for a behind-
the-scenes experience,
discover how our spirits
are made, and enjoy a
guided tasting of our
unique range.

We're also making
sustainable choices
with our miniature 5cl
bottles, now available in
lightweight, recyclable
aluminium—perfect for
on-the-go tastings, gift-
ing, or trying something
new without waste.

And if you share our
passion for nature, well-

ness, and craft drinks,
don’t miss our quar-
terly lifestyle magazine,
Naturally Spirited.
Packed with features
on sustainable living,
outdoor adventures,
and cocktail inspiration,
it's the perfect read

for those who love a
greener, more mindful
way of life.

Come and experience
Wildjac for yourself
where great taste
meets great
sustainability.

Visit www.wildjac.co.uk
to find out more or
book a tour today!
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wwW.THEWASHHOUSE.com

Your leading local retailer of
electrical appliances for 40+Years!

More in stock than any local retailer
() with collection available 7 days a week!

The Baldwin Centre
°[ Wilden lane

DY13 9JY
Tovisln g Tel: 01299 822031

Member

Monthly Readership 30,000

Don't Waste Your Pumpkin:
A Spooky Guide to Using It All!

Carving a pumpkin is a Hallow-
een classic, but what about all
that delicious flesh and those
tasty seeds? Don't let them go
to waste! The inside of your
pumpkin is packed with poten-
tial for some seriously spook-
tacular treats.

Pumpkin seeds are a ghoul-
ishly good snack. Simply wash
them, toss with a little olive
oil and your favourite season-
ings (like salt, paprika, or chilli
flakes), and roast until crunchy.
They're a great way to use a
part of the pumpkin that often
gets thrown away!

The stringy pulp and rem-

nants of flesh can be a little
tricky, but they're perfect for =

purée. Simmer with a splash

of water, blend until smooth, | p

and you've got a base for
delicious pumpkin pie, soup,
pasta sauce or even a warm-
ing latte.

This Halloween, be a pro at
preventing food waste by
using every bit of your pump-
kin. For more and spooky

recipes visit www.letswaste- " &

less.com/foodsavvy.

#FREEZERSAVVY

-vmr-

iLET'S WASTE LESS

\l

#F«\W’D
SAWY

T 'worcestershire

<='county council
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JREADY TO TACKLE THOSE BIGGER JOBS?

~LET US TAKE CARE OF IT!

DUVETS &
THROWS

SLEEPING
BAGS

WEDDING
DRESSES

*OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
*FREE PARKING

Mark Garnier
Member of Parliament
for Wyre Forest

In September, for two weeks run-
ning, our Prime Minister stood at
the dispatch box giving a whole-
hearted and enthusiastic endorse-
ment for his colleagues caught in
the spotlight. Yet within 48 hours,
he had dumped his deputy prime
minister for alleged tax dodging,
and within 24 hours dumped his
ambassador to the US because he
was “best pals” with a convicted
paedophile.

Angela Rayner's departure has
been met by business with relief.
Her worker’s rights bill, passing
through parliament right now, is
something that employers have
warned will add yet more pres-
sure to employers still coping
with Labour’s job tax. 800,000
people have lost their livelihoods
as a result of Rachel Reeves’ and
Angela Rayner’s interventions
so far. The loss of Rayner might

lead to the loss of the Bill, and
so save more redundancies, or
slashed recruitment targets.
This was swiftly followed by the
sacking of Peter Mandelson.
Despite all the bleatings about
being unaware of all the incrimi-
nating emails and documents,
the reality was that appointing
Peter Mandelson as the coun-
try’s number one diplomat was
always a bonkers move.

Mandelson has a track record of
embarrassing failures, so it was
always going to be risky. He is a
talented individual, but he is not
the only talented individual, and
others could have been appoint-
ed who were not known chums
of paedophile Geoffrey Epstein.
What is ironic is that Starmer,
Reeves and other Labour front
benchers keep going on about
the failures of the last govern-

Monthly Readership 30,000

ment. It is not unreasonable. It
is because of those failures that
Labour got their huge majority,
despite dropping their vote by
more than 500,000 from their
2019 defeat.

But here’s the difference. Whilst
Reeves and Starmer go on
about the failures of Liz Truss,
the economy has gone down
further as a result of measures
brought in by Reeves. Job vacan-
cies are down by 800,000 since
the jobs tax was introduced.
Economic growth has stalled.
Government borrowing costs
are at their highest in recent his-
tory, and certainly higher than
after Truss's budget. And whilst
Reeves claims their actions have
brought down interest rates five
times, she fails to mention that
the rate setting bank of England
is independent and interest rate
cuts have been brought in to try
to stimulate growth, killed off by
this government.

What Labour MPs are now
confronting is the uncomfort-
able truth. Labour now has a far
weaker leader, and a more in-
competent chancellor. Yet they
hold onto this situation.

Mark holds regular weekly
surgeries: to book an
appointment please
contact his office via:

T: 01562 746771

E:mark.garnier.mp@parliament.uk

Promoted by Mark Garnier,
of 28A Bewdley Road North,
Stourport-on-Severn,

DY13 8PS
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Bewdley Festival of the Arts
October 2025

Friday 10" - Saturday 25

BEWDLEY FESTIVAL 2025

18 events from Friday 10th October

Now in our 38th year, Bewdley Festival dates back as far as 1988, when our
very first Festival featured the likes of Roger McGough, Jonathan Dimbleby
and Stephen Fry. Since then, our annual Autumn Festival has featured over
650 musicians, bands, orchestras, comedians, poets, actors, dancers,
historians, naturalists and horticulturalists, together with a host of
personalities all with a fascinating story to tell.

And with a vision to entertain, engage & empower, our 2025 Festival of the
Arts does just this! We've already sold out a few of our events, but don't
worry - there’s plenty more to see...

* Music comes in the form of sizzling hot folk ensemble The Urban Folk
Quartet and internationally renowned classical pianist, Mark Bebbington.
There’s laugh-out-loud comedy fun from TV & Radio star Ria Lina, who
will be joining us on the next leg of her Riabellion tour directly from the
2025 Edinburgh Fringe.

We'll also be chatting to Coronation Street’s Mikey North, celebrated
author Jonathan Coe, legendary record producer Joe Boyd, plus local
Radio & TV presenter Adrian Goldberg who's hot on the trail of where all
the football money has gone.
Then there’s both stage and screen on offer, with George Orwell’s play
Animal Farm providing a dramatic reminder of life’s timeless themes and
ever-present challenges, and a study of the most exciting period of Van
Gogh’s life in the film Poets & Lovers. And even Clive of India will be
joining us on stage, in the form of the ever-popular Max Keen.
For the wildlife enthusiasts, local nature will be in focus with Rosemary
Winnall and local bats with Matthew Terry. And you can even join in the
® artistic fun yourself and Paint The Dayin our Festival art competition.
@ =@ Tickets available at Don’t miss your chance to be part of something special this October! There

At g Bewdley Festival Box Office really is something for everyone, so head over to the Bewdley Festival Box
.. o Office at events.bewdleyfestival.org.uk and grab your tickets while you can!

® https://fevents.bewdleyfestival.org.uk/
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The summer of 1976 stands as
one of the most remarkable and
challenging periods in the history
of the West Midlands. This pro-
longed heatwave, which began in
late May and extended through
August, brought scorching tem-
peratures, severe drought, and
widespread ecological and social
impacts to our towns.

A Scorcher Like No Other

The summer of 1976 was marked
by a persistent high-pressure sys-
tem that dominated the weather
across the UK, resulting in one
of the hottest and driest periods
on record. Temperatures soared,
with Cheltenham recording a
peak of 35.9°C on July 3, 1976.
The Woyre Forest experienced
similar extremes, with our towns
enduring prolonged heat and
minimal rainfall. The drought con-
ditions were so severe that many
areas received less than half their
average summer rainfall, leading
to significant water shortages.

Bewdley and the River Severn

In Bewdley, the River Severn, a
lifeline for the town, was reduced
to a mere trickle. Photographs

from the time show the river-
bed cracked and dry, with boats
stranded and the once-bustling
waterfront eerily quiet. The
drought had a profound impact
on the local ecosystem, with fish
struggling to survive in the low
water levels. The situation was a
stark reminder of the delicate bal-
ance between nature and climate.

Kidderminster and Stourport: A
Community in Crisis

In Kidderminster and Stourport,
the heatwave led to widespread
crop failures and water short-
ages. The town's famous carpet
industry faced challenges as pro-
duction slowed due to the lack
of water for dyeing processes.
Residents were forced to adhere
to strict water rationing, with
standpipes installed in streets
and hosepipe bans enforced.
The community came together
to support each other, sharing
resources and coping strategies
during this unprecedented crisis.
Stourport-on-Severn, with its
picturesque canals and riverside
attractions, also felt the effects
of the heatwave. The canal levels
dropped significantly, affecting

leisure activities and local busi-
nesses. The town's residents, ac-
customed to the gentle flow of wa-
ter, were confronted with the harsh
realities of a changing climate.

A Lasting Legacy

The summer of 1976 left an indel-
ible mark on the Wyre Forest. The
drought led to long-term water
restrictions, something the region
had not experienced before. It
also sparked a national conversa-
tion about water conservation and
climate resilience. In the decades
since, the events of 1976 have
been referenced as a benchmark
for extreme weather events, with
subsequent heatwaves often com-
pared to that historic summer.

As we face the challenges of cli-
mate change, the summer of 1976
serves as a poignant reminder of
the vulnerability of our environ-
ment and the importance of sus-
tainable practices. The resilience
of communities in Kidderminster,
Stourport, and Bewdley during that
time continues to inspire efforts to
protect and preserve our natural
resources for future generations.

Monthly Readership 30,000
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DE-CLUTTER & ORGANISE

Does your house feel chaotic & messy after the school hols?

Are you thinking of selling your home but worried that the
photos will be ruined by clutter?

Trained by Dilly Carter from BBCl's Sort Your Life Out
Your local expert in decluttering & organising.
Contact me today for a free consultation about how I can
help in your home!

& KATH@UNCLUTTEREDBYKATH.COM
[J 07841 597076
Q SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND OUT MORE

R

Lost The Plot
With The Garden?
Call:

tel: 07766 727900
email: peter72albuti@omail.com

~ Lawn Mowing,
~ Patio & Driveway Maintenance

Qulified Gardener
Gity & Guilds Phase1a i

M&Mtimber
()

Firewood
For Sale

Get ready for winter and stock up on
kiln dried softwood from M&M Timber

per bag

inc VAT

e Instock

e Kiln dried

e Ready to burn, below 20%
moisture content
Bulk bag
Collection from Clows Top

TO ORDER CALL 01299 832611

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm
M&M Timber, Clows Top,
Nr Kidderminster, DY14 9HY
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ARE YOU
GBREERS AGED 16-247

NOT SURE WHAT
aacaneernns  YOUR NEXT STEP IS?

EMPLOYMENT |EDUCATION SKILLS  TRAINING|
WE CAN HELP IF:

o YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A
JOB OR APPRENTICESHIP

o YOU WANT TO EXPLORE
TRAINING OR EDUCATION

e YOU AREN’T SURE WHAT

g oaoo 666 3666 P> www CAREERSWORCS CO.UK
. - o

EE s Funded by Worcestershire 4% worcestershire
UK Government Local Erterprise Partnecship =='county council

===J> BOOK IN!

o®
Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for young o ' ‘
adults looking for support/advice on their next steps. - °
Whether that's employment, further education,
apprenticeships, training, or skills, our hubs are here to help.

FIND OUT! o

BOOK INTO ONE OF OUR
DEDICATED CAREERS

OUR HUBS AREN'T JUST
ABOUT CAREERS. YOU

HUBS FOR EXPERT
SUPPORT AND
GUIDANCE. ACCESS 1:1
CAREER ADVICE,
INCLUDING TAILORED
SUPPORT WITH CV
WRITING, JOB
SEARCHES, JOB
APPLICATIONS, AND
INTERVIEW PREP!

. CAN ALSO GET
SUPPORT WITH MONEY,
HOUSING, WELLBEING
AND CONFIDENCE.
WHATEVER'S ON YOUR
MIND, WE'LL POINT YOU
IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION SO YOU
FEEL READY FOR
WHAT'S NEXT.

7 OUR 16-24 CAREER HUB LOCATIONS |

Worcester Hub: The Hive, Sawmill Close, The Butts, Worcester, WR1 3PD
Redditch Hub: Heart of Worcestershire College Peakman Street, Redditch, B98 8DW
The Point at Kidderminster College, Market St, Kidderminster, DY10 1AB
= S ¢ Seetec, District Council Building, Parkside, Market St, Bromsgrove, B61 0AB
WVCthOH Hub: Wor kPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE

0300 666 3 666 P> WWW.CAREERSWORCS.CO.UK

E wm“@;@ﬁg@g N Funded by Worcestershire 3% worcestershire
UK Government Local Enterprise Partnecshi; =='county council
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s Bootcamps Worcestershire advertorial * Skills Bootcamps Worcestershire advertorial » Skills Bootcamps Worcester

FREE SKkills Bootcamps: Building
Worcestershlre s future workforce

ed 19+? Why should you do a free
S ills Bootcamp in Worcestershire..?

Funded by
UK Government

Skills Bootcamps are free flexible
courses for people aged 19+ and
the aim is to help people gain
#SkillsForLife. They're free to do,
they don’t impact benefit claims,
and businesses can take advantage
of them too!

Skills Bootcamps provide people
with the opportunity to improve
sector-specific skills in order to
either enhance their current
career or give them the
confidence, and the skills to
change career direction.

They are fully funded by the
Department for Education and co-
delivered by  Worcestershire
County Council through it's
Careers Worcestershire service.
They work with further education
and training providers, plus local
businesses. to offer a variety of
Skills Bootcamps that take place at
training provider locations and
education settings all across
Worcestershire such as
Kidderminster College, GLP
Training &  Adult Learning
| Worcestershire.

SCAN ME

WORCESTERSHIRE'S
FUTURE WORKFORCE

The skills provided by a Skills
Bootcamp can act as a foundation for
further study or boost your career
prospects.

They can increase employment
chances and open new doors for
future training opportunities, or they
can give you the skills and confidence
to change career.

Skills Bootcamps are free to do and,
upon completion gain you a fast-track
interview with a local employer.

The range of Skills Bootcamps that
are available include ones in
Construction skills, Cyber Security,
Playwork, Decorating, Plumbing,
Leadership and Management,
Welding, Warehousing, Hairdressing,
Nursing, Early Years, Teaching
Assistant, Health & Social Care plus
many more, Contact Skills Bootcamps
for a full list.

Skills Bootcamps Worcestershire
covers a variety industries and are
free for individuals aged 19+. Bespoke
‘Bootcamps’ can be created for local
employers looking to upskill their
workforce.

CREATING
county counci

Monthly Readership 30,000
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GILBERTS
BLINDS

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Made To Measure Shutters
* British Made
Energy Efficient

* 10 Year Gaurantee

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts

As atrusted local family business with over
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on
offering friendly, professional support, expert
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to
your needs.

|

Whether you're updating one room or your entire
home, our team is here to help you find the
perfect solution.

| W

f—
=
—
—
—
—
—
—

| W
\

Talk to the experts — contact us today and
transform your windows with style and
confidence!

STOURPORT SHOWROOM
Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre
Wilden Lane
Stourport-on-Severn
(next to The Wash House - Free parking)
01299 879779
sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk
§ GILBERTSBLINDSLTD
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Established for
. over 35 years
o Why choose NJK
Plumbing & Heating?

Plumbing and heating services throughout

We specialise in boiler, heating and bathroom
installations as well as plumbing and gas appliance

Our Gas Safe and OFTEC registered en?ineers provide
professional, reliable, and high-gua

the Wyre Forest

+ All domestic services
« Plumbing and heating services

+ Gas safety checks
« Fully trained and qualified
« Gas Safe registered
+ OFTEC registered
« Allwork guaranteed

maintenance

ity service.

Contact: 01562 633516 or 07973914432
jkheating.co.uk Website: www.njkplumbingheating.co.uk [EEEIEE

% Garden Supplies Direct

A local company delivering quality products since 2007.

+ Freesurveys
+ Free quotations

Delivery
DY10,11

** Clearance Deals **

Many Products Less than HALF PRICE*
Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk

*Click on the Special SALE BOX to view DEALS*

Delivery
DY10,11

Levington
Dec Bark

& Levington
Farmyard

75ltr % Manure

www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk

Call Paul on: 01562 741820 Mob: 07704 346506

50Itr

2 bags

i £14 4
B

5+ Bags
Only £5.99 ea.

in the Garden:
Preparing for winter and enjoying

the Autumn glow ahead

October is a month of transition
in the garden, where the vibrant
colours of late summer begin to
fade into the rich hues of au-
tumn. It's the perfect time to
enjoy the seasonal beauty while
getting your garden ready for
the colder months ahead.

One of the key tasks this month
is tidying up flower beds. Re-
move any annuals that have
finished flowering and cut back
perennials that have become
untidy. Be cautious with late-
blooming plants such as asters
or chrysanthemums—these can
be left until after they finish
flowering. Clearing away dead
leaves and debris will help pre-
vent pests and diseases from
taking hold over winter.

Autumn is also the time to plant
bulbs for next spring. Crocuses,
daffodils, tulips, and hyacinths
can all be planted now to en-

sure a colourful display when
the warmer months return. Plant
them in well-drained soil, and
remember to mark the areas so
you don't accidentally disturb
them later.

Fruit and vegetable gardeners
have plenty to do too. Harvest
any remaining crops, such as late
apples, squash, or root vegeta-
bles, before frost sets in. Consid-
er planting garlic or broad beans
for an early spring harvest. And
don’'t forget to compost your
garden waste—it’s a great way to
enrich the soil for next year.

This is also the ideal time to give
lawns some attention. Rake up
leaves regularly and continue to
mow until growth slows. Adding
a layer of autumn lawn feed can
help strengthen roots and pre-
pare grass for winter.

Finally, consider adding autumn
colour to your garden with sea-
sonal shrubs, ornamental grass-
es, and late-flowering plants.
Even as the days shorten, a
few bright foliage colours and
blooms can lift the spirits and
keep your outdoor space invit-
ing.

With a little effort in October,
your garden will not only look
beautiful through autumn but
will also be ready to burst into
life when spring arrives.

Monthly Readership 30,000
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Parker

Knoll

Parker Knoll — Over 150 Years of
British Craftsmanship

Parker Knoll is renowned for creating
the finest British sofas and chairs.
Handmade to order in Nottingham,
each piece combines expert
craftsmanship, luxurious fabrics, and
timeless style. Every sofa and chair
comes with a 25-year guarantee,
offering comfort and quality that
lasts a lifetime.

Now available in store at

 2ritrs

FURNITURE

Caldwell Mill, Tram St, Kidderminster DY10 1AQ
01562 7566766

www.cartersfurnitureonline.co.uk

Monthly Readership 30,000

N T PR —

Visit us at Carters Furniture to explore the full range
of Parker Knoll sofas and chairs
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Colour and Texture Swaps:
Instantly Refresh Your Home

Sometimes, the easiest way to
breathe new life into your home
isn't a full renovation or a major
shopping spree—it's a simple
swap of colour and texture. By
changing key soft furnishings
like cushions, rugs, and throws,
you can transform the look and
feel of aroom in just a few hours.

Start with cushions. These small
accents punch far above their
weight when it comes to impact.
Choose colours that comple-
ment your existing furniture, or
go bold with contrasting shades
for a fresh, modern twist. Mix-
ing textures—think velvet, linen,
or knitted fabrics—adds depth
and interest, making your sofa
or bed feel new again. Layering
patterns, from subtle stripes to
playful geometrics, can also give
your space a designer feel with-

out breaking the bank.

Next, look underfoot. Rugs are
powerful tools for changing a
room’s personality. A neutral
wool rug can soften a hard-
wood floor, while a vibrant pat-
terned piece can become a focal
point in a neutral living room.
For smaller spaces, a few well-
placed rugs can define zones,
creating a sense of order and
style. Seasonal swaps work too:
lighter textures and brighter col-
ours in summer, cozy and rich
tones in winter.

Throws are another versatile op-
tion. Draped over the arm of a
chair or folded at the end of a
bed, they add both warmth and
style. Like cushions, they offer a
low-commitment way to experi-
ment with colour, pattern, and

texture. A chunky knit throw can
instantly make a room feel inviting,
while a silky or lightweight fabric
adds elegance.

Don't forget to consider your overall
colour palette. While bold contrasts
can energise a space, subtle harmo-
nies can create calm and cohesion.
Think of cushions, rugs, and throws
as your home'’s accessories—they
can be updated as often as your
mood or the season changes.

With just a few thoughtful swaps,
your living space can feel complete-
ly renewed. It's an affordable, easy,
and surprisingly effective way to
keep your home looking fresh, styl-
ish, and welcoming all year round.

Monthly Readership 30,000
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§ & RE!XI’;\I DSCAPING

WELCOME TO DRIVETECH
PERFECTLY CREATED
OUTDOORSPACES & |

We offer high-quality paving and

landscaping services in the West Midlands
and Worcestershire, backed by a skilled team
with over a decade of experience. Our aim is
to create stylish, durable, and functional
outdoor spaces tailored to each client's needs.

quo‘fe noW‘

S

Driveways

LANDSCAPING &
DRIVEWAY EXPERTS

With years of hands-on experience, our skilled team delivers
everything from bespoke block paving and resin driveways to
durable fencing solutions and complete garden makeovers.

Fencing

Zbark

oot w5 Ty

Landscaping

Google

5.0 kk ok k&

Whether it’s a small upgrade or a full redesign, we pride ourselves on
expert workmanship, attention to detail, and exceptional customer
care, serving Kidderminster and the surrounding areas.

Driveway Experts

Patio & Walkways
Artificial Grass

Fence Installs & Repairs
Garden Walls & Steps

CONTACT US

FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

100% Satisfaction
Competitive Quotes
Fast Response Times
FREE Advice and Ideas
All Work Fully Insured

Scan to visit
us online

Mob: 07411 809 /07 Freephone: 0800 191 0584

Web: www.drivetechpatios.co.uk Drivetech Patios & Landscaping
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newwave

BATHROOMS

SHOWROOM OPEN

TUESDAY-SATURDAY SAM- 5PM
(SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)

Quality &
Style in Every
Bathroom

BATHROOMS
WETROOMS

EN-SUITES
CLOAKROOMS

* TILES

- 3D DESIGN SERVICE
+ TRUSTED INSTALLERS

+ LOCAL & NATIONAL
- DELIVERY

Unit 1,19 Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF

T 01562 751714 | E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk
WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Monthly Readership 30,000

The Power of Furniture:
Turning a House into a Home

Furniture is far more than some-
thing we sit on, eat at, or store
our belongings in. The pieces
we choose for our living spaces
shape the way we live, the at-
mosphere we create, and even
the memories we make. From
the sofa where families gather
for movie nights to the dining
table that hosts celebrations and
conversations, furniture quietly
becomes part of our daily story.

One of the most remarkable
things about furniture is its abil-
ity to transform a space. A well-
placed armchair can turn an un-
used corner into a cosy reading
nook. A rustic dining table can
make a kitchen feel instantly
warmer and more inviting, while
a sleek modern sofa can bring a

fresh, contemporary edge to a
traditional home.

The style, colour, and texture of
each piece influence the person-
ality of a room just as much as
paint or wallpaper.

Furniture also allows us to ex-
press who we are. Some people
love the charm of antique finds,
with their timeless character and
craftsmanship. Others prefer
minimalist designs that reflect
a love of simplicity and order.
For many, the joy lies in mixing
old with new — pairing a vintage
chest of drawers with a modern
lamp or combining natural wood
with bold fabrics to create a
unique, lived-in look that tells a
story.

Beyond style, comfort is at the heart
of it all. After a long day, there’s
nothing better than sinking into your
favourite chair, surrounded by piec-
es that feel familiar and welcoming.
The right furniture not only supports
our lifestyle but also provides the
backdrop for life’s most meaning-
ful moments — birthdays, Sunday
roasts, quiet evenings, and every-
thing in between.

So, whether you're investing in a
statement piece or simply rearrang-
ing what you already own, remem-
ber: furniture is more than function.
It's the bridge between a house and
a home, helping to create spaces
that reflect who we are, how we
want to live, and the memories we
hope to build.
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Award winning

DY117DN
01562 751375

Www.kiddymemorials.com

i
4

Kidderminster Memorials

Why choose us?

Call your trusted local specialists

for a fast FREE quote!

Worcestershires

first choice for professional
carpet & upholstery cleaning

Local trusted family
business

DBS Checked

Deepest clean guaranteed
Advanced stain removal
Child & pet friendly
products

O 07930890885
@ www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk

S STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS

A sofa is more than just a piece
of furniture—it's the heart of
a living space. Whether you're
curling up with a book, host-
ing guests, or enjoying a movie
night with family, the right sofa
can transform your home into a
cozy and stylish haven. But with
so many styles, fabrics, and sizes
to choose from, how do you find
the perfect one?

Style Meets Functionality:

Sofas come in an array of de-
signs, from classic Chesterfields
with deep button tufting to
modern sectionals that offer ul-
timate comfort and versatility.
If you're aiming for timeless el-
egance, a velvet or leather sofa
in rich tones like navy or emerald
green can add a luxurious touch.
Prefer a more relaxed vibe?
Scandi-inspired designs with
clean lines and neutral fabrics
create a minimalist yet inviting
look.

Choosing the Right Fabric:

Fabric choice plays a huge role
in both comfort and durability. If
you have kids or pets, stain-re-
sistant fabrics like microfiber or

Monthly Readership 30,000

HOME FURNISHING

performance blends are a prac-
tical option. For those seeking a
plush, sophisticated feel, velvet
or bouclé fabrics bring texture
and warmth. Leather is another
great choice—it’s stylish, easy to
clean, and ages beautifully over
time.

Size Matters:

Before falling in love with a sofa,
consider the size of your space.
Large sectionals work well in
open-plan living areas, provid-
ing ample seating for family and
guests. For compact apartments,
loveseats, two-seaters, or mod-
ular designs can maximize seat-
ing without overwhelming the
room. Measure carefully to en-
sure your new sofa fits comfort-
ably, leaving enough space for
movement and other furniture.

Comfort is Key:

Looks aside, a sofa should be
comfortable and supportive.
Consider seat depth and cushion
firmness—do you prefer a deep,
sink-in feel or firmer support?
High-density foam cushions
hold their shape longer, while
feather-filled options offer a re-

f THE
Bl PERFECT
§ SOFA

Finding Comfort & Style for
Your Home!

laxed, lived-in look. Reclining sofas
and chaise lounges are also fantas-
tic choices for those who love to
stretch out and unwind.

Sofas That Adapt to Your Life:

In today’s world, versatility is es-
sential. Many sofas now come with
built-in storage, sofa beds, or modu-
lar designs that allow for easy recon-
figuration. Whether you need extra
sleeping space for guests or hidden
storage for blankets, these smart de-
signs make life easier.

Investing in the right sofa means
finding the perfect balance of style,
comfort, and practicality. With so
many options available, there’s a
perfect sofa out there waiting to
elevate your home’s aesthetic and
coziness.
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6 Phil Hailes BEN A. HA"—ES

Domestic Aumbing LANDSCAPE. MAINTENANCE.
FENCING. TREE CARE

Small Job L5 * Grass Cutting « Fencing & Gates *
Specialist } « Paths & Patios * Concrete Bases »

i

30 Years Experience

* Decking = Garden Maintenance *
OUR SERVICES

23— * Mini Digger & Operator for Ground Warks *
Leaks, Taps, Overflows, " iiggs Wl * Turfing * Graveling * Stump Grinding *

Toilet Flushe mersion

Heaters, Showers. * Tree Surgery & Hedge Management *
Replacement and Repalr, * Woodland Managemﬂnt . City

Bath and Shower Reseals, o S F =
Washing Machine and Aera \Yinmiog * Lﬂg Spllttlng ‘ DECklng ‘ Gu"ds

: Plumber
Dishwashers Plumbed In,

Stop Taps * Wood Chipper & Operator Hire
PLUS OUTSIDE TAPSI LOCAL FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE Fully project managed - from

NO JOB T00 SMALL e i _ . design to installation,
CALL TODAY -(J7935 278 410 A we do it all.

We cover Wyre Forest and the
surrounding areas

Visit Our Kidderminster " | Family-run with over
Showroom! \ _ k| | 40 years of experience

No sales pressure, just
honest, dependable advice

Family Run Business of 30 Years

you can trust

We offer more than kitchens
Book your free . - we also sell bedroom and
kitchen design & office furniture.
Call Us For A Free No Obligation Quote. quotation —\

If you would be interested in a free no-obligation quote, bY r',ln g\nﬂ us on:
please contact our sales teamn J

Appointments available upon request. 01 7 a 5 5 7 3 a 51
FOR EXPERT ADVICE e

Visit our Showroom - Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1R | Open 8am-5pm Weekdays | 9am-4pm Saturdays ey Www_nesti nteriorssh ropshire_com

Products Unigue, Service Complete

www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk | 01562 822855
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A Blooming Community: Kidderminster Horticul-
tural Society Welcomes New Members
Kidderminster Horticultural Society is a well-
established and welcoming gardening club based
in the heart of Worcestershire. With around 300
members, the society brings together gardening
enthusiasts of all ages and experience levels—
from seasoned growers to those just discovering
the joys of gardening.

The society hosts a busy calendar of events, in-
cluding monthly talks with expert speakers, flow-
er arranging classes, and two major highlights: the
Summer Show in July and the Annual Two-Day
Show in September. These gatherings offer a
chance to share knowledge, connect with others,
and showcase horticultural talents.

Membership is open to anyone in Kidderminster
and nearby areas and starts from just £4.50 per
year, providing excellent value for a year of inspi-
ration, activity, and community spirit.

The society also gives back. Over the years,
its Garden Open Days have raised more than
£100,000 for local charities, thanks to members
who sell homemade cakes, plants, raffle tickets
and more.

Nationally, the group has also shone—ex-
hibiting at both Malvern and the Chelsea
Flower Show, earning a Silver Gilt at Mal-
vern in 1992, Silver in 1993, and a Bronze at
Chelsea in 1999, following a Silver in 1997.

New members are always welcome—whether
passionate about perennials or simply eager to
learn something new.

Find out more at: www.horticultural.org.uk

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST 1980

WE SELL A RANGE OF RUGS FROM
MODERN TO TRADITIONAL THAT SUIT ANY ROOM

WE CAN EDGE YOUR LEFT-OVER CARPET TO CREATE
RUGS, THIS CAN BE DONE WITH A TAPED EDGE OR OVERLOCKED

VISIT US INSTORE TO FIND OUT MORE
UNIT 6, ACORN ENTERPRISE
CENTRE, HOO FARM IND EST,
KIDDERMINSTER, DY11 7RA

MONDAY

STOURPORT 7pm

The Severns Club
Lickhill Road, Stourport
Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 6pm
Offmore Church Hall
Gray Close
Kidderminster

Ally 07719 415278

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm
Kidderminster Baptist church
Franche road

Kidderminster

Russ 07742 254410

TUESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 9.30am & 11am
St Cecilia's Church

Hoo Road

Kidderminster

Jane 07800889768

KIDDERMINSTER 3.30pm
5pm & 7pm

St. George's Social Club
Radford Avenue
Kidderminster

Net 07989598589

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm
Kidderminster Baptist church
Franche road

Kidderminster

Russ 07742 254410

STOURPORT 5.30pm Stourport
Bowling Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport

Jane 07800889768

\WEDNESDAY

KIDDERMINSTER

9am & 10.30am, 5pm & 7pm
St. George's Social Club
Radford Avenue
Kidderminster

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT 9.30am
Stourport Bowling Club
Lickhill Road, Stourport
Jane 07800889768

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm

Foley Park Methodist Church
Off Brinton Close Kidderminster
Ally 07719 415278

Monthly Readership 30,000

KIDDERMINSTER 5pm & 7pm
St George's Social Club
Radford Avenue
Kidderminster

Net 07989598589

BEWDLEY 5.30pm & 7pm
St. George's Hall

Load Street

Bewdley

Russell 07742254410

THURSDAY
KIDDERMINSTER

9.30am & 11am

Foley Park Methodist Church
Off Brinton Close
Kidderminster

Paula 07926192600

KIDDERMINSTER

5pm & 6.30pm

Foley Park Methodist Church
Off Brinton Close
Kidderminster

Ally 07719 415278

ceal f00d, veal support, real results

STOURPORT 5pm & 7pm
The Severns Club
Lickhill Road, Stourport
Lisa 07906 989728

FRIDAY

STOURPORT 9.30am & 11am
The Severns Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER gam & 10.30am
Kidderminster Carolinas RF.C
Marlpool Lane

Paula 07926192600

SATURDAY

KIDDERMINSTER
7.30am, 9am & 10.30am
St Mary's Church
Churchfields
Kidderminster

Kerry 07936495211

STOURPORT 8am & 9.30am
The Cornerstone Rooms
Minster Road, Stourport
Paula 07926192600

torsching hearts, changing fves
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* NEALS YARD
ORGANICS
* FOREVER
LIVING ALOE VERA
PRODUCTS
(for you and your animals)
* EPSOM SALTS
* SUPPLEMENTS
* CBD OIL Vegan
friendly and organic
¢ RADISAFE - to stop
dangerous EMF (from

your gadgets and WI-Fl)

NEURO STRUCTURAL BOWEN THERAPY & SCARWORK

Bowen is a very gentle, versatile, soft tissue osteopathic style therapy.
Light moves are made over skin, tendons, muscles and ligaments, sending signals through
the nervous system to return the body to a balanced state. With the aid of Neuro Structural
Technique the jaw and pelvic alignment is assessed, and put back into balance, if needed.
The therapy can be done through light clothing, and is therefore non-invasive.
Treatment may alleviate the pain associated with Migraines, Back and Shoulder Pain, Arthritis,
Vertigo, Neurological llinesses (ME, MS, Chronic Fatigue, Parkinson’s), Jaw/Face Pain,
Pelvic/Hip Pain and Infant Colic to name a few .... Bowen can help with most pathologies!

—

“BOWEN has helped keep my body together despite the
bashing it takes. Its a vital support in putting right a whole
range of aches and pains, making sure that old injuries
don’t cause me problems, and, helping fight stress and
fatigue,” BEAR GRYLLS

“The treatment I've had from Julie on the scar on my ankle
has been marvellous. It means that | no longer have any pain
in that area, my ankle is now supple & flexible.” VALERIE

“Julie and Bowen Therapy have literally changed my life.
When | started to see this lovely, friendly lady 2 years ago
| was in tremendous pain and discomfort from my jaw. |
couldn’t eat or speak without my jaw cracking so loudly that
| had to apologise to people for the noise. Now 2 years on
my jaw is aligned and no longer cracks. Julie also helped
with tissue damage after | tore tendons in my wrist after
a fall last year. | would definitely recommend Julie and
Bowen. It may take time but it works.” BECKY

ALSO-Qualified in
+ SCARWORK * TMJ (JAW) DYSFUNCTION AND RE-ALIGNMENT
« CRANIO SACRAL THERAPY « LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE
* HOPI EAR CANDLING ¢ EMMETT THERAPY
« MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID AND PTSD + VAGUS NERVE DYSFUNCTION  RED LIGHT THERAPY

NST BOWEN PRACTITIONER
JULIE FARMER ECBS MFHT
07900 398 758

www.juliefarmerbowentherapy.co.uk

Clinic at The Cottage, Lea Lane, Coakley, DY10 3TA

Monthly Readership 30,000

Health:Looking After Your Skin
i n Au tu m n By Lindsey Watson, Elle Jay Aesthetics

As the seasons change and we
swap long, warm days for crisp
autumn mornings, our skin be-
gins to feel the shift too. After
months of sun exposure, air-
conditioned offices, and perhaps
a few late nights making the
most of summer, the skin can
often appear dull, dehydrated,
and uneven. Autumn is the per-
fect time to repair, restore, and
renew your complexion so that it
feels healthy, radiant, and ready
for the colder months ahead.

A Time for Repair and Renewal
Summer sunshine brings us joy,
but it can also accelerate skin
ageing. UV rays contribute to
fine lines, pigmentation, and
loss of elasticity, while heat

and humidity may leave pores
congested. As autumn arrives,
the skin naturally needs more
moisture and a little extra care
to undo some of that seasonal
stress. It's the ideal time to ad-
dress sun damage, improve skin
texture, and give your complex-
ion a fresh start.

Chemical Peels: Shedding the
Old, Revealing the New

Chemical peels remain one of
the most effective ways to treat
pigmentation and improve skin
clarity. By gently exfoliating the
surface layer, they lift away dead
skin cells, stimulate renewal, and
even skin tone. This treatment is
especially helpful after summer,
when pigmentation often ap-

pears more pronounced. At Elle Jay
Aesthetics, we offer a range of peels
tailored to individual skin needs—
from mild brightening treatments to
deeper resurfacing options.

Microneedling and RF Micronee-
dling: Rebuild from Within

For those wanting to boost

collagen and repair summer-induced
fine lines or uneven texture,
microneedling is a wonderful option.
By creating tiny micro-injuries in the
skin, the body’s natural healing pro-
cess is triggered, leading to smooth-
er, firmer skin. Radio Frequency (RF)
Microneedling takes this one step
further by combining microneedling
with radiofrequency heat, tighten-
ing and remodelling the skin at a
deeper level. Both treatments are
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excellent for long-term skin
health and resilience.

Carbon Laser Facials: The
‘Red Carpet’ Glow

If your skin feels congested
after sunscreen-heavy
summer days, a carbon laser
facial is a fast and effec-
tive way to clear pores and
refine texture. Sometimes
called the “Hollywood
facial,” it leaves the skin
instantly smoother, cleaner,
and more radiant—perfect
if you want results with
minimal downtime.

Hydro Facials: Quench and
Nourish

Autumn air can be drying,
leaving the skin thirsty for
hydration. Hydro facials use
advanced technology to
cleanse, exfoliate, extract
impurities, and infuse the
skin with deeply hydrating
serums. It's like giving your
skin a drink of water, restor-
ing plumpness and glow at

the time of year when moisture
matters most.

Advanced Skin Renewal:

Tixel 2 and CO, Fractional Laser
For more advanced concerns
such as deeper pigmentation,
fine lines, or loss of elasticity,
we offer state-of-the-art treat-
ments. Tixel 2 fractional heat
technology is needle-free, safe
for all skin tones, and works to
tighten and rejuvenate with little
to no downtime. CO, fractional
laser, on the other hand, offers

a more intensive resurfacing op-
tion, targeting stubborn pigmen-
tation, scarring, and age-related
changes with dramatic results.

Your Autumn Skin Journey
Autumn is the season of
change—and your skin deserves
that same chance to reset. At
Elle Jay Aesthetics, we're here

to help you repair summer dam-
age, restore lost moisture, and
prepare your skin for winter with
a personalised treatment plan.
Whether you're looking for a

gentle boost or a more transform-
ative treatment, we’'ll ensure your
skin looks and feels its best in the
months ahead.

Whoe are Elle Jay Aesthetics:
Based in Stourport they believe in
enhancing not just how you look,
but how you feel.

Their talented aesthetics team

are committed to delivering the
most advanced surgical and non-
surgical treatments designed to
rejuvenate AND refine your
natural beauty. They are CQC reg-
istered and Safe Face accredited.

Whether you're seeking subtle
enhancements, transformative
changes, or minor surgical proce-
dures, they have you covered.

From small-scale surgical inter-
ventions to beauty enhancing
aesthetics, we're here to offer
expert care in a comfortable and
professional setting.

O CONTACT US NOW
0 01299 405135

owww.rnaheating.com

Monthly Readership 30,000

@ R N A Heating .

. e

) BOSCH

ﬁvonen

Reliable local heating & plumbing engineers,
domestic & commercial central heating systems,
Gas, Oil & LPG boiler services & plumbing.

Gas, Oll, LPG boiler installations and repairs
Boiler servicing

Central heating installation and repairs
Heat pumps and renewables
Power flushing

Underfloor heating
LandLords Gas safety certifications
General plumbing

TRUST THE
TRIANGLE

KIDDERMINSTER, STOURPORT, BEWDLEY & SURROUNDING AREAS

0% FINANCE
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The Church

Restaurant, Bar & Venue

Offers comfort, character and seasonal
dining in the heart of Kidderminster.

Kidderminster has welcomed a
remarkable new addition to its
dining scene. The Church Res-
taurant & Bar, based on Church
Street, has transformed one of
the town’s most historic sites
into a vibrant social and culinary
destination. Officially opening
its doors in August, the venue is
already drawing attention from
food lovers and history enthusi-
asts alike.

The setting itself is spectacular.
The Church occupies a Grade
ll-listed complex steeped in
heritage. The main building,
dating back to the 1880s, once
served as a Unitarian church. Its
soaring stained-glass windows,

vaulted ceilings, and imposing
organ provide an unforgettable
backdrop. Beside it sits the for-
mer church hall, which over the
decades has served as a Sunday
school and wartime communica-
tions centre. Today, this space
has been reborn as the stylish
restaurant and bar, where many
original features have been pre-
served. Even the bar itself is a
talking point, crafted from re-
stored pew ends.

This blend of old and new con-
tinues onto the menu. The
Church serves modern British
cuisine, celebrating fresh, sea-
sonal ingredients. Diners can
look forward to starters such

/

Brunch - The Church
Restaurant, Bar & Venue

PR S .

@ Some of the finest chefs at
The Church Restaurant,
Bar & Venue

as sweet potato soup, chicken
liver parfait, garlic and chilli ti-
ger prawns, or a goats-cheese
and beetroot tart. Mains include
slow-cooked pork belly, a rich
fish stew, lamb shoulder, and
a range of steaks and burgers.
Vegetarian and vegan diners are
well catered for, while gluten-
free options ensure the menu
is accessible. A children’s menu
and indulgent desserts complete
the offering, making this a place
to enjoy everything from a casu-
al lunch to a celebratory dinner.
The restaurant operates from
Wednesday to Saturday, serv-
ing lunch and dinner, and on
Sundays for a traditional after-

§

The Church Restaurant, Bar & @
Venue - WOW!

44

Excellent evening
dining at the church
restaurant with
friends, fabulous
food, venue & the
staff were amazing!
Would highly recom-
mend & will definitely
be returning

44

noon service. The bar remains
open into the evening, offering
a welcoming space for drinks,
cocktails, or locally brewed ales.
Outside, a spacious beer garden
and outdoor bar provide the
perfect setting on warmer days,
while inside the atmosphere is
both grand and inviting.

October marks the restaurant’s
first full autumn in Kiddermin-
ster, and the timing could not be
better. As the nights draw in, The
Church offers hearty seasonal
dishes that bring comfort and
warmth. It is also an ideal venue
for social gatherings, whether
that’s Sunday lunch with family,
a night out with friends, or mark-
ing a special occasion. With the
festive season already on the
horizon, the team is preparing to
welcome bookings for celebra-
tions later in the year, giving lo-
cals a fresh and exciting option
right on their doorstep.

Monthly Readership 30,000

Looking to the future, the ad-
joining church building is set
to be transformed into a dedi-
cated events and celebrations
space. This promises to bring
something truly unique to Kid-
derminster—a venue capable of
hosting weddings, concerts, and
community gatherings within
one of the town's most iconic
landmarks.

In just a few weeks, The Church
Restaurant & Bar has made a
striking impression. By combin-
ing heritage, hospitality, and
high-quality dining, it has cre-
ated a place where the past is
honoured while the future feels
full of promise. For those yet
to experience it, October is the
perfect time to step inside and
see what all the excitement is
about.

To book a table or find out more,
visit:www.thechurchvenue.com

53




Wyre Forest Matters

A DIVINE
DINING
EXPERIENCE

Dine in a historic setting. Formally a church and school,
transformed into a beautiful restaurant in the heart of
Kidderminster. Our menu offers a variety of delectable
dishes made from the freshest ingredients, ensuring a
delightful culinary experience for all our guests.

Restavrgnt & gor | Yepue

01562 320420
Church Street, Kidderminster, DY10 2AR

n The Church Restaurant & Bar thechurch.dy10
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Spiced Pumpkin Muffins

Ingrediants

1 % cups (220g) all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking soda

% tsp baking powder

% tsp salt

1 tsp ground cinnamon

% tsp ground nutmeg

% tsp ground cloves

% tsp ground ginger

% cup (150g) granulated sugar
% cup (50g) brown sugar, packed
% cup (120ml) vegetable oil or
melted butter

2 large eggs

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 cup (240g) pumpkin purée

% cup (6oml) milk (dairy or plant-
based)

Optional: % cup chopped wal-
nuts, pecans, or chocolate chips

Method

1. Preheat oven: 190°C / 375°F
and line a 12-cup muffin tin with
paper cases.

2. Mix dry ingredients: In a me-
dium bowl, whisk together flour,
baking soda, baking powder,
salt, and spices.

3. Mix wet ingredients: In a large
bowl, beat together sugars and
oil. Add eggs one at a time, then
stirin vanilla and pumpkin purée.
Add milk and mix until smooth.

4. Combine: Fold dry ingredients
into wet ingredients until just
combined. Gently fold in any
optional nuts or chocolate chips.

5. Fill muffin cups: Spoon batter
evenly into the 12 muffin cases.
6. Bake: 20-25 minutes, until a
skewer inserted into the center
comes out clean.

7. Cool: Let muffins cool for 5
minutes in the tray, then transfer
to a wire rack.
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Spice Up Your October:

Celebrate National Curry Week

It's that delicious time of year
again! From 6th to 12th Octo-
ber, the UK celebrates National
Curry Week, a week dedicated
to one of Britain’s favourite cui-
sines. Whether you're a die-hard
curry fan or just fancy trying
something new, this is the per-
fect excuse to indulge in bold
flavours and support local res-
taurants at the same time.

Started back in 1998, National

Curry Week has grown into a
nationwide celebration of South
Asian cuisine—and it's about
more than just food. The event
also raises funds for charities
tackling poverty, making every
curry you enjoy a way of giving
back.

Locally, there are plenty of ways
to get involved. Why not visit a
nearby curry house for a meal

or takeaway? Supporting our local res-
taurants not only treats your taste buds
but also helps the community thrive. If
you're feeling creative, you could even
host your own curry night at home.
With the official National Curry Week
recipe book offering dishes from 50 UK
restaurants, there’s plenty of inspira-
tion for your culinary adventures.

And don't forget to pair your curry with
the perfect drink, whether it's a crisp
lager, a fruity wine, or even a traditional
lassi. For those who love sharing their
experiences, the week is also a great
chance to join the online community,
show off your creations, and connect
with curry fans across the country us-
ing #NationalCurryWeek.

From classic Chicken Tikka Masala to
regional Indian specialities, National
Curry Week is all about enjoying fla-
vours, having fun, and supporting good
causes. So, why not treat yourself this
October and make it a week to
remember?

For more information, check out
nationalcurryweek.co.uk.

Monthly Readership 30,000
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PAISLEY /| NO.106

Celebrate
Christmas
Jfé%% 1o

Whether it's a work party or a festive get-together,
we've got the perfect setting for your celebrations!

Christmas Party Nights

Festive Sunday Roasts
Festive Wreath Making
Cocktails & Canapés
Festive Carols & Choir
Breakfast With Santa
Festive Afternoon Tea
Festive Bottomless Brunch

Scan the QR code for full event
details and how to book your spot!

www.paisleyat106.co.uk
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THE KiNGSEORD PUR WOLVERLEY
Eind us on Kingsford Caravan Park, Sladd Lane, Wolverley DY11 STA
Facebook Telephone: 01562916219 | 07817464577 Email: hickys@aol.com B |

'LIVE'@THE KINGSFORD PUE,
KINGSFORD CARAVAN PARK,

11 October

BOOKINGS 07856226068

£6 A TICKET

THE KINGSFORD

Kingshord Caravan Park, Sladkd Lane

Halloween
Karaoke
Disco

31 OCTOBER
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By CONOR MCPHERSON

FRO

3 - 8"'Novemser 2025

THE ROSE THEATRE | KIDDERMINSTER

Box Office: 0156 45 | www.rosetheatre.co.uk

0K BY DAPHNE DU MAURER

peesenrs
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October Fun at Stourport Civic

Something for Everyone!

October at Stourport Civic
promises a packed calendar of
entertainment for all ages, from
rock anthems to family musicals
and festive fun.

Con Jovi - October 3rd, 7:30pm
Rock fans, get ready! The UK's
No.1 Bon Jovi tribute act, Con
Jovi, is back to bring the full en-
ergy of the New Jersey rockers
to Stourport. Sing along to hits
like Livin’ On A Prayer, It's My
Life, Bed of Roses, and Always.
With authentic renditions of
classic anthems, this high-oc-
tane performance is set to be an
unmissable night of pure rock.
Tickets are £22 for adults and
£20 for concessions.

The Witch Who Couldn't Sleep
- October 3rd, 2pm

For a magical family outing, join
Natascha the Witch in this en-
chanting Story Time musical by
Steven Lee, creators of the pop-
ular A Big Egg. With live action,
music, and animation, little ones
(and grown-ups!) will be capti-
vated by this cosy, heartwarm-
ing sing-along. Perfect for all
ages, tickets are £12 for adults
and £8 for concessions. Don't
forget your pyjamas!

The Bierkeller Schunklers -
October 25th, 7:30pm

Fancy a night of fun, music, and
laughter? The beloved Mid-
lands-based German Bavarian
Oompah band, The Bierkeller
Schunklers, returns for a night
of singing, dancing, and good
cheer. Enjoy the traditional Ba-
varian atmosphere with plenty

of handclaps, laughs, and yes...
drinks! Frankfurter Hot Dogs will
be available on the night (pre-
order when you book). Tickets are
£15.

The Mayor’s Halloween
Spooktacular - October 31st

Get ready for some Halloween
fun! Families can enjoy fancy
dress, prizes, and a disco with DJ
Nigel in this spooktacular even-
ing. A perfect way to celebrate the
spooky season, tickets are £22 for
adults and £20 for concessions.

From rock fans to families, Stour-
port Civic has October covered
with music, theatre, and festive
fun. For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit:
www.thecivicstourport.co.uk.



62 Wyre Forest Matters

CLEAN
SERvICE®

ROOF CLEANING

CALL OR TEXT DAVE
07956 222348
www.squeakycleandave@gmail.com

Oktobeer Festival 2025

Get ready, Kidderminster the
biggest Bavarian party in town is
back! The Kidderminster
Oktobeer Festival 2025 takes
place on Saturday 25th October
at The Weaving Sheds,
Worcester Road (DY10 1EW),
bringing a huge slice of Munich
right into the heart of the Wyre
Forest.

Organised by FAB Food Fest,
Kidderminster BID and Carly
Louise, this is a celebration not
to be missed. With a full 11
hours of entertainment split into
two sessions, there’s something
for everyone:

e Afternoon Session
(12pm-5pm) - Family Fun!
Perfect for all ages, with food,
music and plenty of atmosphere.

eEvening Session (6pm-11pm)
Strictly 18+, with a lively Bavar-

ian beer hall vibe, live bands and
late-night party fun.
And here’s the best news - entry
is completely FREE!

What to Expect

Step inside the Bavarian beer
hall and you'll be transported
to Germany for the day. Rows
of benches clad in classic table-
cloths, thousands of steins ready
to be raised, and a line-up of
live Oompah and tribute bands
that guarantee a buzzing atmos-
phere.

Foodies can indulge in brat-
wurst, currywurst, frankfurters
and more with vegan options
available too while drinkers can
sample a huge range of German
lagers, beers, spirits and cock-
tails. Lederhosen is optional, but
highly encouraged!

This isn't just another night out

Monthly Readership 30,000

it's a full-scale Bavarian experi-
ence, right here in Kiddermin-
ster. Whether you're dancing
on the benches, swilling stewith
friends, or enjoying a family af-
ternoon of food and music, the
Oktobeer Festival promises
mayhem, music and memories.

Book Your Free Tickets
Although entry is free, tickets
are required and with such a
popular event, booking early is
highly recommended.

Reserve your spot now via
Eventbrite:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kid-
derminster-oktobeer-festival-
tickets-920963987807

Don’t miss this massive Saturday
of Bavarian fun - Kiddermin-
ster’s Oktobeer Festival is set to
be one of the highlights of the
year!
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Wyre Forest Matters

Four fine musicians whose
roots are firmly in the
traditional English folk genre

“Banter are absolutely fantastic... such
beautiful harmonies and great playing”
- Ralph McTell

-9 90 8 8 8909

St George’s Hall, Bewdley, DY12 2EQ
Friday 24th October 2025

Tickets £15

' saoking f
plus booking fee

. . T . 4,770,
For more information and ticketing 7 70y

1FPS
www.bewdleyrotary.uk _uzj}ﬁ

Doors open at 7.30pm Licenced Bar

Bewdley

» Rotary il

Monthly Readership 30,000

Mathew Horne: In Conversation
Kidderminster

Join Mathew Horne, best known
as Gavin from Gavin & Stacey,
for a rare and intimate live ap-
pearance in Kidderminster on
Sunday, 5 October 2025 at
8:00 PM BST. Taking place at
the historic Kidderminster Town
Hall, this special evening offers
fans a chance to hear Mathew
share his favourite moments
from the beloved show, reveal
hilarious behind-the-scenes sto-
ries, and reflect on the impact
his iconic role has had on both
his career and fans across the
country.

The event will also feature a
Q&A session, giving the audi-
ence an opportunity to ask

Suppart us through
easyfundraising

questions and hear firsthand an-
ecdotes from Mathew himself.
Whether you've loved Gavin &
Stacey from the very beginning
or are a more recent fan, this is
a unique chance to experience
the humour, charm, and warmth
of one of Britain’s favourite ac-
tors up close.

Tickets are expected to sell fast
due to the exclusive nature of
the event, so early booking is
highly recommended. Secure
your place and be part of this
unforgettable evening by visiting
www.eventbrite.com to secure
your tickets.

The Fund Shop In
September.
Events on the Railway.

6th/7th SVR and GB
Railfreight weekend.

18th/19th/20th/21st
Autumn Steam Gala.

28 Railway 200: The
show.

all operating days (subject
to volunteer availability),
and the Beer Hut will be
open over the 4-day gala.
Please see our Facebook
page for operating times.
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As the darker nights draw in and
autumn firmly takes hold, Octo-
ber is a great time to give your
car some seasonal care and at-
tention. The cooler temperatures
and changing road conditions
can present new challenges for
motorists, so a little preparation
now can save you trouble later.
Autumn Safety Checklist

eCheck your lights: With shorter
days and foggy mornings, vis-
ibility is key. Make sure all head-
lights, brake lights and indicators
are working correctly.

eTyre care: Wet leaves and cold-
er conditions can make roads
slippery. Check tread depth (min-
imum 1.6mm is the legal limit,
but 3mm is safer in poor weath-
er) and ensure tyres are correctly
inflated.

eWiper blades & screen wash:
October often brings plenty
of rain, so fresh wiper blades
and a topped-up screen wash
reservoir with antifreeze pro-
tection are a must.

eBattery health: Cold weather
can highlight a weak battery.
If your car has been slow to
start, it may be time for a
replacement.

Watch Out for Autumn
Hazards.

Fallen leaves can hide pot-
holes and make road surfaces
slick, especially when wet.
Combine that with dazzling
low sun in the mornings and
evenings, and it's a reminder
to keep your distance and
drive with care.

New Car Spotlight

This autumn sees continued
growth in hybrid and electric
vehicle sales across the UK. Lo-
cal dealers in Kidderminster and
Bewdley are reporting strong
interest in plug-in models as
drivers look for more economi-
cal and eco-friendly ways to get
around. If you're considering a
change, now is a good time to
explore options before the win-
ter rush.

Tip of the Month

Keep a blanket, torch and pair
of gloves in your boot. You
may not need them often, but
if you're ever caught out by a
breakdown on a chilly evening,
you'll be glad you did.

Monthly Readership 30,000

MATTRESS UPGRADE

SUPERKING FOR KING PLUS

KING FOR DOUBLE & DOUBLE FOR SINGLE
ON CARTERS EXCLUSIVE COLLECTION

¥ | /
cartersfurnitureonline.co.uk | Large FREE car park

01562 66396
Open: Mon n | Sun ]
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Kidderminster Harrlers October Diary

As October unfolds, Kidderminster Harriers enter a
pivotal chapter in their National League North cam-
paign—each fixture carrying the promise of points,
momentum, and local pride.

October Fixtures to Watch

Saturday, 4 October

(Away vs. Peterborough Sports)

A challenging first outing of the month, the
Harriers travel to Peterborough with hopes of mak-
ing a strong early impact.

Saturday, 11 October

(Home vs. Radcliffe Borough at Aggborough)
Returning to familiar stomping ground, this home
fixture is a chance for the squad to rally the fans

Flexible
Finance
Options

T & C's Apply

and put their attacking flair on display.

Saturday, 18 October (Away vs. Chester)

Another away challenge against Chester demands
resilience and discipline—essential attributes during
this crucial stretch.

Tuesday, 21 October (Away vs. Merthyr Town)

A midweek trip to Wales adds a tactical twist to the
month, testing squad depth and adaptability under
lights.

Saturday, 25 October

(Home vs. Spennymoor Town at Aggborough)
Closing the month with a home fixture, this game of-
fers a chance to end October on a high note.

Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Orangeries
Kidderminster & Worcester showrooms open 7 days a week

www.5starwindows.co.uk 01562 60800

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
_CONSERWATORIES
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THE FAMIL\’ FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services - Bespoke Funeral Arrangements - Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles - Complimentary Bereavement Counselling
Memorials Stones - Floristry - Pre Paid Funeral Plans

%AUNTS B AUNT

0 KIDDERMINSTER quTOURPORT

EHE FRMLA-FURERAL DA TZONS | THE FANILY FUNERAL DIRKCTORS

Gaunts of Kidderminster
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road
Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

Gaunts of Stourport
107 The Birches, Stourport-on-Severn
Worcestershire , DY13 9NR
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Participating showrooms only.

MODERN CLASSIC

Up to 50% less than a new fully
fitted kitchen

Replacement kitchen doors
Cost effective made to measure solution
Worktops and appliances

Quick installation in 2-3 days by
local professionals

MAXIMISE YOUR
SPACE WITH £600
OF FREE STORAGE

Offer runs from 1st August to 30th September 2025.

Terms & Conditions apply. Offer applies to selected storage solutions.

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley, DY8 5NA

Call us now for a free estimate:

01384 956119

Checkatrade.com 9.8/10

Where reputation matters

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY




