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Reliable local heating & plumbing engineers, 
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Gas, Oil & LPG boiler services & plumbing.

• Gas, Oil, LPG boiler installations and repairs
• Boiler servicing
• Central heating installation and repairs
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• Power flushing
• Underfloor heating
• LandLords Gas safety certifications
• General plumbing
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Stourport’s Future in Focus 
Council Backs Community Vision

There are moments when a 
town pauses, reflects, and de-
cides what it wants to become. 
For Stourport-on-Severn, that 
moment feels very much like 
now.

A long term vision for the town, 
shaped by residents, businesses 
and community groups, has re-
ceived the formal backing of 
Wyre Forest District Council, 
marking an important step from 
aspiration to action.

This is not a top down strategy 
drafted behind closed doors. 
The Stourport Vision has grown 
from widespread local consul-
tation, gathering thousands of 
comments and ideas about what 
people value most and what 
they believe needs to change. 
That balance, between protect-
ing what makes Stourport spe-
cial and planning confidently for 
the future, sits at the heart of 

the document.
Few towns in the Wyre Forest 
have such a distinctive identity. 
From its canal basins and river-
side setting to its independent 
businesses and strong commu-
nity spirit, Stourport’s character 
is clear. Residents have been 
equally clear. They want to see 
that character safeguarded, but 
not at the expense of progress.
Priorities emerging from the 
vision include improving the 
vitality of the town centre, en-
couraging sustainable growth, 
strengthening local infrastruc-
ture and ensuring that Stourport 
remains a welcoming place to 
live, work and visit. There is also 
a strong focus on partnership, 
recognising that meaningful 
change requires collaboration 
between councils, organisations 
and the community itself.

The district council’s endorse-
ment sends a powerful mes-

sage that Stourport’s ambitions align 
with wider regeneration goals across 
the Wyre Forest. Crucially, it opens 
the door to coordinated investment 
and the practical delivery of projects 
rather than warm words alone.

A dedicated steering group is now set 
to guide the next phase, helping to 
turn ideas into measurable outcomes. 
That transition, from vision to imple-
mentation, will be the real test.
But for now, there is reason for op-
timism. When a community speaks 
with clarity about its future and its lo-
cal authority listens, the foundations 
for progress are strong.

Stourport has always been shaped by 
movement, of water, trade and peo-
ple. With this renewed sense of direc-
tion, it may once again be charting a 
course toward something transforma-
tive.

The full Stourport Vision for the Fu-
ture document is available online at 
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Walk through Kidderminster 
town centre on a busy Saturday 
and you’d never know what sto-
ries might lie beneath your feet.
For generati ons, whispers have 
circulated about hidden tun-
nels running under parts of the 
town  secret passageways link-
ing old carpet mills, warehouses 
and counti ng houses. Some say 
they were used to move goods 
discreetly between factories. 
Others claim they provided safe 
routes for mill owners during 
ti mes of unrest. A few insist they 
were simply practi cal soluti ons in 
a booming industrial town where 
space above ground came at a 
premium.

Kidderminster’s identi ty has long 
been woven quite literally into 
the story of carpet making. At its 
peak, the town’s mills supplied 
fl ooring to homes, hotels and 
even royal residences across the 
world. Among the most famous 

names is Brintons, whose herit-
age remains a proud part of our 
local story. During the height of 
producti on in the 19th and early 
20th centuries, the area around 
the River Stour was a dense net-
work of workshops, dye houses 
and warehouses, all operati ng at 
pace.

In towns shaped by industry, sub-
terranean spaces were not unu-
sual. Coal chutes, storage cellars 
and service corridors oft en con-
nected large buildings. Over ti me, 
as mills were demolished or re-
purposed, entrances were sealed, 
maps were lost and memories 
faded  leaving behind fragments 
of stories and a sense of intrigue.
Are there extensive tunnels 
stretching beneath the town? 
There’s litt le documented evi-
dence of a vast hidden network. 
But smaller service passages and 
underground storage areas cer-
tainly existed, and in some build-

ings sti ll do.

Perhaps that’s what keeps the ru-
mours alive. In a town built on hard 
work and craft smanship, it feels fi t-
ti ng that there may sti ll be layers 
waiti ng to be uncovered. Kidder-
minster’s story isn’t just writt en in 
bricks and mill chimneys it may also 
be quietly resti ng below ground, 
woven into the very foundati ons of 
the place we call home.

01562 66882 
LISLE AVENUE, KIDDERMINSTER

www.kawinteriordesign.co.uk

WINTER SALE NOW ON
WI TH  EXC L U S I V E  O F F E R S  AVA I L A B L E  TO  YO U

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE!

EXTRA DISCOUNTS ON SELECTED FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

VISIT OUR

NEW
SHOWROOM!

EXCLUSIVE COOKING
DEMONSTRATION
18th April 2026

See NEFF appliances in use and enjoy a fun, 
interactive session while exploring our newly 
refurbished showroom.

LIMITED SPACES – REGISTER NOW!
Visit our showroom or complete the form on 
our website in the Events section.

Beneath Our Feet
The Hidden Tunnels of Kidderminster
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family 
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an 
excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by 
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% 
of providers in England

Professional care and 
support in your own home

Our dedicated Care Team are here to 
help support you with 24/7 care provision 
should it be required. At TLC Care At 
Home, we are dedicated to supporting 
people with wide range of needs, including 
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical 
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory 
Impairments and supporting our aging 
population.

Depending on your individual needs, we 
can offer varying degrees of support from 
young adults to very mature people. TLC 
Care at Home are here to help anyone 
who requires care and support to enable 
them to remain living at home for as long 
as it is safe to do so.

• Domiciliary Care

• Palliative care

• Personal care

• 24 hour care

• Companionship

• Dementia Care

• Overnight Care

• Elderly Care

• Care for young adults

• Supporting younger people

• Domestic services: cleaning, cooking, 
   washing and shopping

• Collections of pensions or prescriptions

• Trips out and about

Comprehensive range of 
care services

Please contact us now for more information 
Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com

busier, off ering a welcome escape 
from the chill outside.

In many ways, this kind of weather 
feels strangely fi tti  ng for our corner 
of the world. The countryside looks 
greener, the woods smell fresher, and 
the River Severn runs high and fast 
through Bewdley and beyond. Moss 
clings brighter to old brick walls, and 
when the clouds do briefl y part, even 
for an hour, the sunlight feels like a 
small, hard-won reward. Rain chang-
es how we use the area, but it rarely 
keeps us indoors for long; it simply 
encourages us to slow down, wrap up 
and carry on.

Of course, spring isn’t far away. Be-
fore long, sodden verges will be dot-
ted with daff odils, gardens will sti r 
back into life and that fi rst dry, mild 
evening will feel like a minor celebra-
ti on. For now, though, we’re meeti ng 
the drizzle with typical Wyre Forest 
resilience: waterproofs by the door, 
kett les on, and the quiet understand-
ing that a bit of weather has never 
stopped this community. Here’s hop-
ing for a few brighter days soon  we’ve 
certainly earned them.

Rain, resilience and a very wet 
Start to the year
If it feels like you’ve barely seen 
a dry pavement since the Christ-
mas lights came down, you’re 
not imagining it. As of writi ng 
this on 15 February, it has rained 
every single day this year across 
Wyre Forest. Not dramati c, 
storm-batt ered weather, just a 
steady, persistent drizzle and 
grey skies that seem to linger 
from morning to night, soaking 
coats, muddying dog walks and 
turning fi elds and footpaths into 
a squelching obstacle course. 
It’s the kind of rain that doesn’t 
shout for att enti on, but quietly 
seeps into everything, from wa-
terlogged verges to washing that 
simply refuses to dry.

The eff ect is visible everywhere. 
Riverside paths are slick under-
foot, woodland trails are thick 
with mud, and even the most 
opti misti c among us are check-
ing the forecast daily in the hope 
of a bright patch. Yet, despite the 
damp start to the year, life across 
the district hasn’t slowed. You 
sti ll see parents pushing prams 
under rain covers, dog walk-
ers wrapped up in waterproofs 
and wellies, and children hap-
pily splashing through puddles 
on the way home from school. 
Weekend football matches 
conti nue (some weekends), al-
beit with a few more slides and 
muddy kits than planned, while 
cafés and pubs feel warmer and 



en who cared for them.
By the early 1900s, the tradi-
ti on had faded but was revived, 
blending with the growing in-
fl uence of the American-style 
Mother’s Day. The result is the 
celebrati on we recognise today: 
a mix of heartf elt gestures, cards, 
gift s and family gatherings.

Across the Wyre Forest, the day 
sti ll has that same simple spirit. 
Cafés fi ll early in Kiddermin-
ster with families treati ng mum 
to brunch, riverside walks are 
popular in Bewdley, and a stroll 
along the canal or fairground 
brings smiles in Stourport-on-
Severn. It’s less about grand ges-
tures and more about together-
ness something our towns have 
always valued.

While shops may now be full 
of cards and chocolates, the 
heart of Mother’s Day remains 
unchanged. It’s sti ll about go-
ing home, saying thank you, and 
spending ti me with the people 
who matt er most.
In many ways, that’s exactly how 
it started and exactly how it 
should be.

A Day for Mum 
The Story Behind Mother’s Day
Every spring, as fl owers begin 
to bloom and lighter evenings 
return, families across the Wyre 
Forest pause to celebrate Moth-
er’s Day. Whether it’s breakfast 
in bed, a bunch of daff odils or 
simply ti me spent together, the 
day has become a cherished 
date in the calendar but its 
origins go back far further than 
many people realise.

Here in Britain, Mother’s Day is 
traditi onally known as Mother-
ing Sunday, observed on the 
fourth Sunday of Lent. Its roots 
lie in medieval church life, when 

people would travel back to 
their “mother church” the main 
church or cathedral in their 
home area for a special service. 
For young apprenti ces and serv-
ants working away from home, 
this oft en meant one of the rare 
opportuniti es each year to reu-
nite with family.

Those journeys gradually turned 
into family occasions. Children 
would pick wildfl owers along 
the way or bake small treats to 
bring home, and over ti me the 
day became associated with 
thanking mothers and the wom-

Nikki’s Hair & Beauty Salon

Here at Nikki’s, we cater for all your hairdressing, beauty, holistic and aesthetic 
needs in one welcoming space. Our experienced stylists and therapists specialise 
in the most up to date colouring, cutting, beauty & aesthetics techniques.

We offer a wide range of treatments tailored to suit your individual needs. For a
full list of services and prices, please visit our website or contact the salon directly.

We look forward to welcoming you.

95 Comberton Hill, Kidderminster DY10 1QH I nikkishairsalon@rocketmail.com I 01562 748161

A full-service Hair & Beauty salon

SERVICES INCLUDE:

•Gents Cut – £15
•Gents Skin Fade
    (balding clipper & below) – £16
•Boys Cut (Under 16) – £12
•Boys Skin Fade – £13
•Head Shave (One Length) – £9.50
•OAP Cut (Tue–Fri only) – £10.50
•Restyle – £17–£20
•Wash & Cut – £17–£18
•Beard Trim – from £3

Coming soon: facial waxing and threading services.

Nikki’s Barbers
Quality cuts. Classic skills. Modern style.

At Nikki’s Barbers, we deliver premium haircuts and 
expert beard trims with a dedicated team in a 
welcoming, relaxed environment. We operate on an 
appointment-only basis to save you time - because a 
great haircut should never feel like a chore.

To book just call us or book online through our website

 97 Comberton Hill, 
Kidderminster 
DY10 1QH
nikkisbarbers.com

enquiries@thehbbtrainingacademy.co.uk 
thehbbtrainingacademy.co.uk

THE HAIR, BEAUTY & BARBERING 
TRAINING ACADEMY

Want to start your own barbering, beauty or hairdressing
business? Whether you’re beginning your journey or 
building on existing skills, our accredited courses are 
designed to fit around your life

Where Determination Meets Success

Learn From Home or Face to Face
     Become fully qualified anytime, anywhere, at your own 

     pace – or choose our in-person training option.

Business Guidance
     Optional add-on start-up business course 

to help you launch with confidence.

Unlimited Tutor Support
     1-to-1 coaching with your assigned tutor 

via call, email and video.

Flexible Payment Options
  Pay upfront, in 3 instalments, or via a monthly plan that suits you.

24/7 Course Access
Unrestricted access to all enrolled courses, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Accredited Qualifications
     Receive an accredited certificate regulated by ABT.
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LANDONS

Kidderminster Road
Dodford
Bromsgrove
B61 9DU

Showroom Opening Times

Monday - Friday: 9.00am - 4.45pm

Saturday: 10.00am - 4.00pm

Sunday: Closed

Call: 01527 882 939
email: info@landoninteriors.co.uk
www.landoninteriors.co.uk

BATHROOMS KITCHENS BEDROOMS 

FOUNDED 1957

Off -grid pirate ship
Takes shape on the banks of the Severn in Bewdley

A striking hand-built “pirate ship” 
home moored beside the River 
Severn has become one of Bewd-
ley’s most unusual sights – and 
the centre of a planning debate.
Sam Griffi  ss, 35, a former con-
structi on worker from Worcester, 
sold his house last summer and 
invested his savings into creat-
ing an off -grid lifestyle on land 
he already owned near the river. 
Starti ng with a £500 boat frame 
bought on eBay, he has spent the 
past year transforming the site 
into what he calls an “off -grid 
paradise”.

The fi nished build named Daisy 
May  includes a pirate-style boat 
structure, a raised cabin, a move-
able wood-fi red sauna and even 
space for chickens. Mr Griffi  ss 
says he has spent around £66,000 
on the project so far, completi ng 
the main structure in January.
A long-ti me outdoor enthusiast, 
he said rising living costs pushed 
him to rethink how he wanted to 
live.
“I realised I was working just 
to pay bills,” he explained. “Af-
ter selling the house, I decided 
to put everything into creati ng 
something simpler and closer to 
nature.”

The site runs without mains ser-
vices. Rainwater is collected, while 
electricity comes from generators 
and solar panels, allowing him to 
live fully off -grid.
As well as providing a home, 
Mr Griffi  ss hopes the space can 
become a small wellbeing hub, 
which he plans to call the Con-
necti on Club, encouraging people 
to spend more ti me outdoors and 
reconnect with nature.
He says wildlife has already fl our-
ished around the plot, with deer 
and other animals regularly spot-
ted on trail cameras. “It’s amazing 

what you see when you slow down,” 
he said. “I’d love others to experi-
ence that too.”
However, the future of the project 
remains uncertain. Aft er informing 
the council about the build earlier 
this year, he may now need planning 
permission to keep it in place.
Wyre Forest District Council con-
fi rmed there is currently an acti ve 
investi gati on and said it cannot com-
ment further.
For now, Daisy May remains a talk-
ing point along the Severn  a bold, 
imaginati ve take on riverside living 
that’s hard to miss.
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THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown  
Quirky Tales & Local Lore
As March rolls into the Wyre 
Forest, winter loosens its grip 
and the first hints of spring 
creep in. But with the change 
in season come fresh whispers, 
odd happenings and curious 
local legends. Here are this 
month’s strangest snippets of 
Wyre Forest folklore…

The Kidderminster Clock  
That Skips Time
Staff opening up shops along 
Worcester Street have long 
joked about “losing a minute” on 
certain March mornings. More 
than one trader swears the old 
church clock near St Mary’s has 
been seen jumping forward, 
then correcting itself moments 
later.
Local lore blames a former 
clockmaker who supposedly 
maintained the mechanism for 
decades and refused to let any-
one else touch it. Even after his 
passing, residents say the clock 
still ticks slightly out of step 
during the month the clocks 

change  as if an unseen hand is 
adjusting the gears.
Most put it down to faulty 
mechanics… though no fault has 
ever been found.

Bewdley’s Blossom Path
Each early spring, dog walkers 
along the riverside path toward 
Ribbesford report a strange 
carpet of petals appearing 
overnight before any trees have 
properly bloomed. Pale white 
and pink flecks scatter the 
ground, then vanish by midday.
Old tales tell of a Victorian 
bride who used to gather wild 
blossom there before her wed-
ding, which was cancelled by a 
sudden Severn flood. Some say 
she still “walks the path” each 
March, leaving petals in her 
wake.

By afternoon, the trail looks 
completely ordinary again  as if 
nothing was ever there.

The Stourport Whistle 
in the Wind
On blustery evenings around the 
canal basins, residents sometimes 
hear a soft, steady whistling 
drifting between the warehouses. 
It’s not quite wind and not quite 
music  more like someone calling 
a tune through their teeth.
Boat owners say it echoes most 
clearly near the old warehouses 
that once stored grain and coal. 
The story goes that a night watch-
man used to whistle to signal all 
was well on his rounds. When the 
sound carries today, locals smile 
and say, “the watchman’s still on 
duty.”
Curiously, the noise stops the mo-
ment you try to follow it.

The Habberley Lantern Glade
Walkers passing through Habber-
ley Valley at dusk sometimes spot 
a warm orange glow flickering 
between the trees, like a distant 
lantern. Yet when they get closer, 
it disappears, leaving only empty 
woodland. Local lore says it’s 
the lingering light of old charcoal 
burners’ fires, still glowing in the 
March mist  though sceptics insist 
it must be tricks of the eye.

10% OFF 
installation & 
removal with 

this advert

14 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 15



Sti tching for a Cause
Wolverley Sti tchers Open Day
Wolverley Sti tchers invite the 
community to their Annual Open 
Day on Saturday 7 March, from 
11am to 2.30pm, at Wolverley 
Church Hall.

Visitors can enjoy a wonderful 
display of handcraft ed work, in-
cluding quilti ng, sti tching, knitti  ng 
and crochet, showcasing the crea-
ti vity and skill of this friendly lo-
cal group. There will also be a sale 
table featuring handmade items, 
alongside tea, coff ee and home-
made cakes available throughout 
the day.

Entry is just £1, with all proceeds 
donated to Macmillan Cancer 
Support, making it a great oppor-
tunity to support a worthwhile 
cause while enjoying an inspiring 
and welcoming event.

Locati on:
Wolverley Church Hall, Wolver-
ley, Kidderminster, DY11 5TH
Everyone is welcome, do come 
along, browse the displays and 
support local craft ers and charity 
alike.

COMPLETE FROM 

GLASSES£25 
CALL FOR AN 

EYE TEST 

KIDDERMINSTER: 01562 747087  |  DROITWICH: 01905 795541 

www.thefactoryopticians.co.uk 

6119071.indd   16119071.indd   1 11/06/2025   10:0111/06/2025   10:01 
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The long-awaited moment when 
day and night are almost per-
fectly equal, and lighter evenings 
finally begin to stretch ahead of 
us. After months of dark morn-
ings, drizzle and winter coats, it 
feels like the Wyre Forest can 
collectively exhale.

Across Kidderminster, Stourport 
and Bewdley, the shift is already 
noticeable. Gardens show their 
first splashes of colour, daffodils 
line verges and roundabouts, 
and the River Severn seems to 
sparkle a little brighter under 
clearer skies. There’s a sense of 
energy returning to our towns 
people lingering longer on the 
high street, cafés putting tables 
back outside, and families head-
ing out for weekend walks.
In Kidderminster, Brinton Park 

Spring Equinox

A Fresh Start for  
The Wyre Forest
On 20 March, the Spring Equinox marks the 
astronomical first day of spring 

starts to come alive again with 
dog walkers, runners and chil-
dren racing to the play areas af-
ter school. It’s the time of year 
when the town’s green spaces 
feel especially inviting, offering 
a welcome reset after winter 
hibernation. Over in Stourport, 
the riverside and basin take cen-
tre stage, with visitors returning 
for waterside strolls, ice creams 
and the first boat trips of the 
season. And in Bewdley, argu-
ably one of the prettiest spots 
in the county, the blossom trees 
and historic streets provide the 
perfect backdrop for a gentle 
wander or a coffee stop by the 
Severn.

The equinox isn’t just a date 
on the calendar it’s symbolic. 
Longer days bring renewed mo-

tivation. It’s when we start plan-
ning home improvements, tidying 
gardens, supporting local mar-
kets and looking ahead to spring 
events and bank holiday week-
ends. Local businesses often feel 
the lift too, as footfall grows and 
the community spends more time 
out and about.

There’s something reassuring 
about this natural turning point. 
No matter how grey winter has 
been, spring always returns.

So on 20 March, take a moment to 
step outside, breathe in the milder 
air and notice the change. Wheth-
er it’s a walk through Brinton Park, 
fish and chips by the Stourport 
basin or a riverside coffee in Be-
wdley, the new season is here  and 
it’s ours to enjoy.

18 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 19

professional,
   expert, guaranteed... Paving, Driveways

& Landscaping
BLOCK PAVING
TARMAC DRIVEWAYS
RESIN DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS & PATHS
LANDSCAPING

approved installers in

            Kidderminster...
                        and the Surrounding Areas 10 YEAR

GUARANTEE

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Freephone: 0800 747 1422
Kidderminster: 01562 814542
Mobile: 07454 515115

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP GUARANTEED
www.oldenglishpaving.co.uk
sales@oldenglishpaving.co.uk



StourJam Line-up Revealed
For First-Ever Festi val

families facing cancer treatment.
The organisers are also inviti ng 
volunteers to be part of Stour-
Jam 2026, welcoming people of 
all ages and backgrounds who 
share the festi val’s values of cre-
ati vity, kindness and inclusion. 
No previous festi val experience 
is required, with roles available 
across stage crew, sound engi-
neering, photography, hosti ng, 
crowd support, set-up and pack-
down teams, runners and charity 
awareness. Training will be pro-
vided where needed, and volun-
teers will have the opportunity 
to learn new skills while help-
ing deliver a safe, inclusive and 
memorable event for the town.

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing at StourJam between 5–7 
June 2026, or who would like to 
fi nd out more about getti  ng in-
volved, can apply via the festi val 
website at 
www.stourjam.com/volunteer.

Excitement is building in Stour-
port-on-Severn as StourJam an-
nounces the full arti st line-up 
for its fi rst ever festi val, marking 
a major milestone for the ambi-
ti ous new event. Taking place 
from 5–7 June 2026, StourJam 
will transform the town into a 
three-day celebrati on of live 
music, grassroots creati vity and 
community spirit, bringing to-
gether performers, venues and 
audiences from across the Wyre 
Forest area and beyond.

The debut festi val promises to 
be one of the largest commu-
nity-led music events the town 
has seen, featuring an impres-
sive 347 arti sts performing 
across 15 venues and 19 stages. 
As a free, not-for-profi t festi val, 
StourJam is designed to be ac-
cessible to everyone, champi-
oning independent arti sts while 
showcasing the power of collab-
orati on and local creati vity. The 
StourJam team say the response 
to the full line-up announce-
ment has been overwhelmingly 
positi ve, describing it as a huge 
moment for the festi val and a 
testament to the support shown 
by the local community.

Over the three days, venues 
throughout Stourport-on-Sev-
ern will be transformed into a 
vibrant network of live music 
spaces, including pubs, clubs and 
community hubs, all working to-
gether to create a town-wide 
festi val atmosphere. Confi rmed 
venues include BMK Stourport, 
The Port House, BOA Brewing 
Company, The Swan in Stourport 
with three stages, Severns Club 
with two stages, The Bridge Inn, 
The Black Star with two stages, 
Fedora’s, The Hollybush, The 
Old Beams Stourport – Wylde 
Thymes, The Stagborough Arms, 
The Civic, The Wheatsheaf, The 
Rock Tavern at Wilden and The 
Three Lions.

In keeping with its community-
fi rst ethos, StourJam will also 
raise funds for three chariti es 
through the festi val. These in-
clude Dementi a UK, supporti ng 
families aff ected by dementi a 
through Admiral Nurses; the 
Canal & River Trust, which cares 
for 2,000 miles of waterways in-
cluding those around Stourport; 
and Worcestershire Acute Char-
ity’s Children’s Cancer Fund, 
supporti ng local children and 
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Mark Garnier
Member of Parliament 
for Wyre Forest
Council tax. It’s that ti me of year 
again, when we get to learn how 
much it will cost us to live at 
home.

Of course, your bill is made up 
from a number of people claim-
ing your money – Worcestershire 
County Council, Wyre Forest Dis-
trict Council, West Mercia Police, 
your local town or parish council. 
And for the money, we get roads, 
bins collected, schools and whole 
range of other stuff  that is impor-
tant to our daily lives.

But we know that people fi nd it 
a struggle to pay. That is why so 
many people will have voted for 
Reform at the last county council 
electi ons in May last year. They 
promised a cut in council tax. 
They would fi nd effi  ciencies. They 
would stand up for the people.

And people bought it. Reform 
took over control of our county 
council. So how have they done?
Reform is proposing that the tax 
we pay for our county council 
services will rise a record break-
ing, infl ati on busti ng, 9%. From 
April, when you paid £1 for a 
service, it will cost £1.09. Even 
Chancellor Rachel Reeves hasn’t 
messed up that much. The rate 
of infl ati on rose under her series 
of disastrous budgets from 2% 
to closer to 4%, whilst she killed 
off  growth in the economy. But 
Rachel’s fi ngerprints are all over 
this. 

In order to allow for a tax rise of 
more than 5%, they need a ref-
erendum. But the government 
has given Worcestershire per-
mission to avoid the democrati c 
process, and Reform have now 

been given permission to tax us all 
more.
Meanwhile, at Wyre Forest District 
council, the proposed increase is 
2.99% - a level below infl ati on. And 
this is good, considering that the 
government contributes to council 
costs. But this year, the government 
has decided to increase the con-
tributi on to Wyre Forest by a big 
fat zero. There will be no increase 
in the government’s contributi on. 
None whatsoever.

In fact, the government is requir-
ing all councils to start recycling 
food waste. In the past, when the 
government adds a statutory duty, 
it sends more money to pay for it. 
The cost to Wyre Forest – us – will 
be at least £1 million extra council 
costs every year. That equates to, 
potenti ally, around an extra 15% on 
your bills. 

There is a debate going on about 
this, and in any event, we will be 
forced into a unitary authority 
 district and county councils will be 
merged into one. A unitary should   
bring savings in costs and greater 
effi  ciencies. We shall see!

Mark holds regular weekly 
surgeries: to book an 
appointment please 
contact his offi  ce via:

T: 01562 746771
E:mark.garnier.mp@parliament.uk

Promoted by Mark Garnier, 
of 28A Bewdley Road North, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 8PS 

SAVE UP TO £650 OFF RRP ON SELECTED G PLAN MODELS 
when you upgrade to a power recliner for the price of the equivalent manual recliner 
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FROM
ONLY

£19.99
Buy one get one

half price*

220 litre Compost Bin (black)
Height 900mm ONLY £19.99 
Diameter 740mm Standard Price £49.99

330 litre Compost Bin (black)
Height 1000mm ONLY £24.99
Diameter 800mm Standard Price £54.99

Also available in green

Made from 100% recycled plastic. Guaranteed for 7 years

* Buy one get one half price offer applies when buying two of the same product

Scan here!

Cut Waste, Feed Your Garden
Start Composti ng at Home

visit www.letswasteless.com and click 
on the “Home Composti ng” link.

Home composti ng is one of the 
simplest and most eff ecti ve ac-
ti ons residents can take to re-
duce waste and improve their 
gardens. By turning kitchen 
and garden scraps into nutrient 
rich compost, households can 
signifi cantly cut the volume of 
rubbish they throw away while 
supporti ng healthier soil and 
greener outdoor spaces.

One of the biggest advantages 
of home composti ng is that it 
helps reduce the amount of bi-
odegradable waste sent for dis-
posal. Food and garden waste 
make up  46% of Worcester-

shire’s black bin waste; when 
composted at home instead, 
these materials break down 
naturally and create a valuable 
soil conditi oner. This compost 
helps gardens retain moisture, 
improve soil structure, and 
support plant growth — mean-
ing less need for chemical fer-
ti lisers.

Knowing what to put in it is key 
to success with “greens” and 
“browns” combining to create 
the right balance of moisture 
and carbon for effi  cient break-
down.  For a comprehensive 
list of what to put into your bin 



Council Funding Proposal 
Could Secure Future for Museum of Carpet

THE 2026 HOME RESET
Transform your cluttered home into a calm sanctuary

Over-whelmed by post-Christmas clutter?
Can’t find what you need? Feeling stressed
everytime you walk through the door?

As a Professional Home Organiser trained by
Dilly Carter, from award-winning BBC1

programme Sort Your Life Out, I work alongside
you to create calm, functional spaces that stay

organised.

Book your FREE consultation at
unclutteredbykath.com

and start 2026 with a home you love

SCAN HERE

There’s renewed hope for one of 
Kidderminster’s most treasured 
heritage att racti ons, as Wyre For-
est District Council has proposed 
funding that could help secure 
the long-term future of the Mu-
seum of Carpet.

The museum, which celebrates 
the town’s proud history as a 
global centre of carpet manufac-
turing, announced last year that 
it may be forced to close due to 
ongoing fi nancial pressures. Ris-
ing costs, reduced visitor num-
bers and the challenges faced by 
many small independent att rac-
ti ons have placed the volunteer-
run venue in a diffi  cult positi on, 
prompti ng concern across the 
community. Now, as part of its 
latest budget plans, the district 
council has recommended a tar-
geted transformati on grant of 

£25,000 per year for two years. 
Rather than covering day-to-day 
running costs, the funding is in-
tended to help the museum’s trus-
tees and volunteers reshape the 
organisati on and develop a more 
sustainable future.

The support would allow the team 
to work on a refreshed business 
plan, strengthen marketi ng, ex-
plore new partnerships and intro-
duce fresh ideas to att ract more 
visitors and income streams. The 
aim is to give the museum the 
breathing space it needs to adapt 
and thrive independently in the 
years ahead.

First opened in 2012 at Stour 
Vale Mill, the Museum of Carpet 
is the only museum of its kind in 
the UK. It houses historic looms, 
machinery, design archives and in-

Get ready for winter and stock up on
kiln dried softwood from M&M Timber

• In stock 
• Kiln dried
• Ready to burn, below 20% 

moisture content 
• Bulk bag 
• Collection from Clows Top

TO ORDER CALL 01299 832611
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm
M&M Timber, Clows Top, 
Nr Kidderminster, DY14 9HY

Firewood
For Sale

ONLY

£70
per bag

inc VAT

teracti ve displays that tell the story 
of the industry that once employed 
thousands of local people and put 
Kidderminster fi rmly on the world 
map. For many families, it’s not just a 
visitor att racti on but a living remind-
er of parents, grandparents and gen-
erati ons who worked in the trade.

Museum trustees have welcomed 
the proposal, describing it as a posi-
ti ve step that brings genuine opti -
mism at a criti cal ti me. Councillors 
have also stressed the importance 
of working with town councils and 
community partners to protect such 
an important piece of local heritage.
For residents across the Wyre For-
est, the hope is simple: that this 
funding will help keep the doors 
open and ensure future generati ons 
can conti nue to discover the story 
woven into Kidderminster’s past.
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FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST 1980

WE SELL A RANGE OF RUGS FROM 
MODERN TO TRADITIONAL THAT SUIT ANY ROOM

WE CAN EDGE YOUR LEFT-OVER CARPET TO CREATE 
RUGS, THIS CAN BE DONE WITH A TAPED EDGE OR OVERLOCKED 

VISIT US INSTORE TO FIND OUT MORE
UNIT 6, ACORN ENTERPRISE 
CENTRE, HOO FARM IND EST, 
KIDDERMINSTER, DY11 7RA  

WWW.FJBENTLEYRUGS.CO.UK 

01562 755795



BECOME A VOLUNTEER

Support ourvision

Become a volunteer and make a difference in your

local community. Help us build something beautiful

together.

Jelleyman’s Heritage Arts Charity is powered by

people like you. Volunteers are at the heart of

everything we do from transforming the old mill

into a creative hub to running workshops, events,

and community cafés. Whether you’ve got a few

hours a week or want to get stuck into a long-term

project, there’s a place for you here.

Ways to get involved We've always got plenty going

on! Creative Workshop Support – ceramics, crafts,

and more Event Crew – gigs, markets, festivals,

open mics Café Helpers – brewing, baking, and

friendly faces DIY & Restoration – if you’re handy,

we’ve got plenty to fix! Media & Marketing –

photos, socials, design Front-of-House –

welcoming guests, answering questions.

If you can help, Lets chat,

Email us: info@JHAC.co.uk

JHAC
Jelleyman’s Mill and the surrounding site on

Puxton Lane are one of the last remaining

vestiges of the industrial heritage of

Kidderminster, and here at Jelleyman’s

Heritage Arts Charity we are devoted to

conserving the character of that heritage whilst

also bringing the site back to life as a modern,

flexible, community asset. Our aim is to build a

sustainable link between the past, present, and

future of this beautiful region, engaging local

people, groups and businesses to create a

thriving hub of activity and opportunity. The

site offers offices and function rooms for

private hire, spaces for community group use,

a community cafe, a wellbeing craft centre, and

work has begun on a community garden.

MARCH EVENTS

The Bungalow CafeThe Bungalow Community Cafe offers a warm,
safe space in a beautiful, vintage, riverside
setting at JHAC. Serving breakfast and lunch,
coffee and cake, ice-creams and much more,
we aim to become a hub for local groups and
services to use as a meeting place and base.

Why not try us outfor your nextmeeting, lunch date,or caffeine fix!

info@jhac.co.uk 07534 026584

Warm Space & Community
Library
Monday - Friday10am - 2pm

Tiamat Gaming at The Mill

throughout March

The first monday of each month
(2nd March) Join us for a warm
drink and a welcoming space

13th & 27thMarch
Come on down to Jelleyman's Heritage
Arts Charity, where Tiamat Gaming will
be hosting Games at The Mill.

JELLEYMANS HERITAGE ARTS CHARITY 
This page is supported and funded by the generous support of local businesses based 
at Jelleyman’s Mill. Details of these businesses can be found on this page.

Visit us online: www.JHAC.co.uk     Email us at: info@JHAC.co.uk

28 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 29



16-24 career hubs

EMPLOYMENT WELLBEINGEDUCATION TRAININGSKILLS

0300 666 3 666        www.careersworcs.co.uk

Are you
Aged 16-24?
Not sure what
your next step is?

We can help if:
You are looking for a
job or apprenticeship
You want to explore
training or education
you aren’t sure what
to do next

16-24 career hubs16-24 career hubs

to do next

0300 666 3 666        www.careersworcs.co.uk        www.careersworcs.co.uk
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EMPLOYMENT WELLBEINGEDUCATION TRAININGSKILLS

0300 666 3 666        www.careersworcs.co.uk

Book in! FIND OUT!

OUR HUBS AREN’T JUST

ABOUT CAREERS. YOU

CAN ALSO GET

SUPPORT WITH MONEY,

HOUSING, WELLBEING

AND CONFIDENCE.

WHATEVER’S ON YOUR

MIND, WE’LL POINT YOU

IN THE RIGHT

DIRECTION SO YOU

FEEL READY FOR

WHAT’S NE�T.

OUR HUBS AREN’T JUST
ABOUT CAREERS. YOU

CAN ALSO GET
SUPPORT WITH MONEY,
HOUSING, WELLBEING

AND CONFIDENCE.
WHATEVER’S ON YOUR

MIND, WE’LL POINT YOU
IN THE RIGHT

DIRECTION SO YOU
FEEL READY FOR

WHAT’S NEXT.

BOOK INTO ONE OF OUR

DEDICATED CAREERS

HUBS FOR E�PERT

SUPPORT AND

GUIDANCE. ACCESS 1:1

CAREER ADVICE,

INCLUDING TAILORED

SUPPORT WITH CV

WRITING, JOB

SEARCHES, JOB

APPLICATIONS, AND

INTERVIEW PREP�

BOOK INTO ONE OF OUR
DEDICATED CAREERS

HUBS FOR EXPERT
SUPPORT AND

GUIDANCE. ACCESS 1:1
CAREER ADVICE,

INCLUDING TAILORED
SUPPORT WITH CV

WRITING, JOB
SEARCHES, JOB

APPLICATIONS, AND
INTERVIEW PREP!

GET IN TOUCH... ...GET IN TOUCH

’

Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for young
adults looking for support/advice on their next steps.

Whether that’s employment, further education,
apprenticeships, training, or skills, our hubs are here to help.

Worcester Hub:
Redditch Hub:

Wyre Forest Hub:
Bromsgrove Hub:
Wychavon Hub:

The Hive, Sawmill Close, The Butts, Worcester, WR1 3PD
Heart of Worcestershire College Peakman Street, Redditch, B98 8DW
The Point at Kidderminster College, Market St, Kidderminster, DY10 1AB
Seetec, District Council Building, Parkside, Market St, Bromsgrove, B61 0AB
WorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE

OUR 16-24 CAREER HUB LOCATIONS

EMPLOYMENT

Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for yCareers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for yCareers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for yCareers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for y
adults looking for support/advice on their next ste

Whether that’s employment, further education,
apprenticeships, training, or skills, our hubs are 

WELLBEING

Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for youngoungoungoungoungCareers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for youngCareers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for y
adults looking for support/advice on their next steps.

Whether that’s employment, further education,
here to help.

GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...

Wychavon Hub:
Seetec, District Council Building, Parkside, Market
WorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE

www.careersworcs.co.uk

GET IN TOUCH... ...GET IN TOUCH

WorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DEWorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DEWorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE

...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH...GET IN TOUCH



01527 575141
mark@shooting4fun.co.uk   |   www.shooting4fun.co.uk

SILVER SHOTS
SENIORS’ SHOOTING DAY

WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH, IN HANBURY

01527 575141

SENIORS’ SHOOTING DAY
WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH, IN HANBURY

SENIORS’ SHOOTING DAY
WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH, IN HANBURY

CONTACT MARK:

25 clay shots with tuition.

No experience needed.

Complimentary tea or coffee.

Free parking and onsite facilities.

Just £25 per person!
LIMITED SPACES - BOOKING ESSENTIAL

TRY SOMETHING NEW THIS YEAR
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interacti ve light-up wristbands 
that sync with the music, cre-
ati ng a moving light display 
throughout the journey. Expect 
plenty of opportuniti es to sing, 
dance and let your hair down, 
with upbeat commentary and 
entertainment adding to the 
festi val-style vibe.
The experience lasts just over 
an hour, travelling along the 
Severn Valley line before return-
ing to Kidderminster, making it 
ideal for a fun evening out with 
friends, a family treat or even a 
quirky date night. Private com-
partments are also available for 
groups wanti ng their own space 
to celebrate.
It’s yet another example of how 
our local att racti ons conti nue to 
think outside the box – taking 
something traditi onal and turn-
ing it into a memorable, modern 
experience. For Wyre Forest 
residents, it’s right on the door-
step too, with no long journey 
required.
If you fancy swapping four walls 
for steam, lights and music, this 
could be your ti cket to one of 
the region’s most unique nights 
out.
Book your ti ckets: 
www.svr.co.uk/event/boogie-
lights-express

All Aboard for the Midlands 
Most Unusual Night Out!
If you’re looking for something a 
litt le diff erent to brighten up the 
colder months, how about swap-
ping the usual pub or cinema trip 
for a party… on a steam train?
The Severn Valley Railway is 
transforming its historic line 
into a rolling dancefl oor with 
the return of the Boogie Lights 
Express – a high-energy evening 
experience that combines clas-
sic heritage travel with music, 
lights and a full-on feel-good 
atmosphere.
Departi ng from Kidderminster, 

the much-loved steam railway 
takes on a whole new personality 
aft er dark. Carriages are decked 
out with thousands of colourful 
LED lights, turning each coach 
into a glowing party space. As 
the train steams through the 
countryside, passengers are 
treated to a soundtrack packed 
with crowd-pleasing hits span-
ning the decades, from sing-
along classics to modern chart 
favourites.
It’s not just a train ride – it’s an 
immersive show. Guests receive 
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www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk
Call Paul on: 01562 741820  Mob: 07704 346506

2 bags        
£19.50

4 bags  
£38

**** CClleeaarraannccee DDeeaallss****                                                     
MMaannyy PPrroodduuccttss LLeessss tthhaann  HHAALLFF PPRRIICCEE** 

Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk

      5+ bags                                      
Only £5.99 ea. 

2 bags    
£17     

3 bags 
£24.90

FREE     
Delivery 
DY10,11

2 bags  
£15 

4 bags  
£28

FREE     
Delivery 
DY10,11

75 ltr bag 50 ltr bag 50 ltr bag

peas, cornfl owers and calendula 
can be sown directly outdoors, 
while tomatoes, peppers and 
chillies can be started indoors on 
a sunny windowsill or in a green-
house. Early potatoes can go in 
the ground once the risk of hard 
frost has eased, and onion sets 
and shallots can be planted too.
Lawns will likely need att enti on 
aft er winter. Rake out moss and 
thatch, repair bare patches with 
seed, and give the grass its fi rst 
gentle mow on a dry day. Avoid 
cutti  ng too short – a light trim is 
all that’s needed.

March is perfect for pruning ros-
es, buddleia and late-fl owering 
shrubs, encouraging strong new 
growth and bett er blooms later 
in the year. It’s also a good ti me 
to divide overcrowded peren-
nials like hostas and daylilies to 
create free new plants for other 

March is the month when gar-
dens across the Wyre Forest 
begin to properly wake up. The 
days are getti  ng longer, the soil 
is slowly warming and there’s a 
real sense that the growing sea-
son is just around the corner. 
It’s one of the busiest and most 
rewarding months for garden-
ers, as a litt le eff ort now sets the 
tone for the months ahead.

Start by ti dying beds and bor-
ders. Remove weeds, old leaves 
and any winter debris, then 
lightly fork the soil and add com-
post or well-rott ed manure to 
give plants a nutrient boost. Cut-
ti ng back dead growth from per-
ennials and ornamental grasses 
will allow fresh shoots to come 
through.

This is also prime planti ng ti me. 
Hardy annuals such as sweet 

March in the Garden 
Spring Starts Here

areas of the garden.
Don’t forget the wildlife. Clean 
out bird feeders and top them 
up regularly, and consider add-
ing early fl owering plants such 
as primroses, hellebores and 
crocus to support bees and pol-
linators.

The weather can sti ll be un-
predictable, so keep fl eece or 
cloches handy for frosty nights. 
But with a bit of preparati on 
now, your garden will soon burst 
into colour.
March truly is the month when 
everything begins again.
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Design your dream door in minutes, with our online door designer.

Choose Door Type Choose a Door Range

Configure Your 
Frame

Choose Your 
Door Design

Choose Your 
Colour

Choose Your Hardware 

*Please Note: Exact prices are subject to the survey.All doors made in UK by:  

Design your new 
front door today
*Prices include survey, fitting and a 10 year guarantee

sales@securecompositedoorsltd.co.uk

01562 265 600
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Shop Local, Style Local 
Interiors Inspirati on on Your Doorstep
Giving your home a spring re-
fresh or planning a bigger re-
design doesn’t mean scrolling 
through generic catalogues 
from far-away retailers  in the 
Wyre Forest area, inspirati on 
and quality products are right on 
your doorstep. From big-name 
homeware stores in Kiddermin-
ster to charming independent 
bouti ques in Bewdley and Stour-
port, there’s something here for 
every room and every budget.
Kidderminster: Big Choices & 
Local Craft smanship

For those redecorati ng or fur-
nishing a new home, The Range 
on Crossley Retail Park is one of 
the fi rst stops for many locals. 
It off ers a huge range of décor, 
lighti ng, soft  furnishings and 
storage soluti ons under one roof 
perfect for refreshing your living 
room or bedroom with practi cal, 
stylish pieces. Complementi ng 
that, Dunelm on Oxford Street 

is great for home texti les and 
everyday homeware, while B&Q 
Kidderminster helps with DIY 
essenti als if you’re planning 
structural updates like shelving, 
paint or fl ooring.

Furniture is well covered locally 
too. The family-run Carters Fur-
niture Centre and Bed City has 
long been a go-to for sofas, beds 
and stylish living pieces, and Oak 
Furniture Clearance off ers qual-
ity wooden furniture at competi -

ti ve prices. Smaller, specialist op-
ti ons include comfy sofas and suites 
at SC Furniture Ltd, unique wood 
pieces from Woodrobes, or quirky 
pre-owned fi nds at C & M Second 
Hand Furniture.

For fi nishing touches and bespoke 
help, local services such as Designs 
by Kim Johnson Kidderminster add 
bespoke soft  furnishings that feel 
truly personal. And if you’re up-
dati ng kitchens or bathrooms this 
spring, KAW Interiors - Kiddermin-
ster and New Wave Bathrooms off er 
a range of tailored design opti ons.



BATHROOMS • WETROOMS • EN-SUITES • CLOAKROOMS • TILES 
3D DESIGN SERVICE • TRUSTED INSTALLERS • LOCAL & NATIONAL DELIVERY

Unit 1, 19 Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF
T 01562 751714 | E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk

WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Quality & Style in Every BathroomQuality & Style in Every Bathroom

WE DO HOME VISITS!

NEW SHOWROOM DISPLAYS
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9AM- 5PM (SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)

Stourport: Quirky Finds & Prac-
ti cal Pieces
In Stourport, independent shops 
make it easy to add character 
to your home. The Wash House 
Stourport sells trusted applianc-
es if you’re tackling functi onal-
ity alongside style, while mooch 
gift s & home off ers a curated 
selecti on of homeware and gift s 
that can add personality to any 
corner of your space  from cush-
ions and vases to quirky acces-
sories.

Whether you’re updati ng a cosy 
fl at, family home or a riverside 
cott age, these locally owned 
businesses off er a friendly al-
ternati ve to clicking “next day 
delivery” and help keep your 
money in the community.
Bewdley: Bouti que Style & 
Unique Treasures
Across the Severn in Bewdley, 
Load Street is a treasure trove 
for interiors inspirati on and 

thoughtf ul gift s. Mooch gift s & 
home stock beauti fully made 
home goods and décor pieces 
that feel far more special than 
mass-produced alternati ves,

For accessories that bring per-
sonality and charm, La Fragancia 
off ers arti san home fragrances 
that add ambience to any room. 
Even thrift  and vintage lovers 
can get involved: browse for 
bargains at KEMP Hospice shop.
Refreshing your home for spring 
doesn’t have to be distant or 
expensive and in Wyre Forest, 

it certainly doesn’t have to be im-
personal. From practi cal furnishings 
to unique accessories and bespoke 
design support, the strength of local 
shops in Kidderminster, Stourport 
and Bewdley means you can create 
spaces that refl ect your personality 
and community roots  and discover 
new favourites along the way.

Shop Local, Style Local 
Interiors Inspirati on on Your Doorstep
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07930890885 I www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk

Why choose us?

Make an appointment
Get Your free quote today

• Local trusted family business 

• DBS Checked 

• Deepest clean guaranteed 

• Advanced stain removal 

• Child & pet friendly products

Before After

Worcestershires first choice for

professional carpet & upholstery cleaning

SEAMLESS GUTTERING SOLUTIONS
for the Worcestershire area
Professionally installed and made to measure onsite 
from pre-coloured aluminium coil, roll formed in continuous 
lengths of up to 30 metres.

BENEFITS:
• Leak free and colourfast

• Minimal maintenance

• 30 years plus life expectancy

• BBA certified

• Environmentally responsible
     solution - no waste

• Cost comparable to UPVC

• Approved installer network

Enhance your home’s appearance 
with durable seamless guttering.

07889 085401 / 07747058189
rebecca@bluebuildinganddesign.com

For enquires, please contact us via FB, via email or WhatsApp for a quote:
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HOME FURNISHING 

TRENDS 
2026
What does the furure hold for 
home furnishings,  
sustainability, multifunctional 
and smart technology all at the 
top of this years trends.

The home furnishing trends of 
2026 showcase a blend of in-
novation, sustainability, and 
personalization, reflecting the 
evolving needs and values of 
modern homeowners. As people 
continue to prioritize functional-
ity, eco-consciousness, and aes-
thetic harmony, these trends are 
shaping living spaces to be more 
dynamic and adaptable.

1. Sustainable Materials and 
Practices
Sustainability remains at the 
forefront of home furnishing 
trends. Recycled and upcycled 
materials, such as reclaimed 
wood, recycled plastics, and 
natural fibers like jute and hemp, 
dominate the market. Furniture 
manufacturers are embracing 
circular design principles, creat-
ing modular pieces that can be 
easily repaired, repurposed, or 
recycled. Biodegradable furni-
ture coatings and non-toxic fin-
ishes are also becoming stand-
ard, reducing environmental 
impact without compromising 
style.

2. Multifunctional Furniture
As urban living spaces shrink, 
multifunctional furniture is gain-
ing prominence. Pieces like ex-
tendable dining tables, foldable 
chairs, and sofa beds with built-
in storage cater to the need for 
versatility. Modular furniture 
systems that adapt to different 
room configurations offer flex-
ibility for renters and homeown-
ers alike, making them highly 
desirable in compact living envi-
ronments.

3. Smart Home Integration
The integration of technology 
into furnishings is revolution-
izing interiors. Smart furniture, 
such as beds with built-in sleep 
tracking, desks with wireless 
charging capabilities, and sofas 
equipped with integrated speak-
ers, is becoming mainstream. 
These innovations seamlessly 
combine style and utility, ap-
pealing to tech-savvy consum-
ers.
4. Biophilic Design
In 2026, the trend of bringing 
the outdoors in continues to 

thrive. Homeowners are incorporat-
ing natural elements into furnish-
ings, such as live-edge tables, plant-
ers built into furniture, and earthy 
color palettes. Biophilic designs aim 
to enhance well-being by creating a 
calming and harmonious connection 
with nature.

5. Personalization and Customiza-
tion
Consumers are demanding furnish-
ings that reflect their unique tastes 
and lifestyles. Customizable furni-
ture options, from selecting fabrics 
and finishes to adjusting dimensions, 
allow homeowners to create pieces 
tailored to their needs. AI-powered 
design tools are making this process 
more accessible, enabling personal-
ized interiors without professional 
assistance.

Ultimately, 2026’s furnishing trends 
emphasize a balance between form, 
function, and environmental re-
sponsibility, redefining the way we 
create and experience our homes.



HOME FURNISHING 

THE 
PERFECT 
SOFA
Finding Comfort & Style for 
Your Home!

A sofa is more than just a piece 
of furniture—it’s the heart of 
a living space. Whether you're 
curling up with a book, host-
ing guests, or enjoying a movie 
night with family, the right sofa 
can transform your home into a 
cozy and stylish haven. But with 
so many styles, fabrics, and sizes 
to choose from, how do you fi nd 
the perfect one?

Style Meets Functi onality:

Sofas come in an array of de-
signs, from classic Chesterfi elds 
with deep butt on tuft ing to 
modern secti onals that off er ul-
ti mate comfort and versati lity. 
If you're aiming for ti meless el-
egance, a velvet or leather sofa 
in rich tones like navy or emerald 
green can add a luxurious touch. 
Prefer a more relaxed vibe? 
Scandi-inspired designs with 
clean lines and neutral fabrics 
create a minimalist yet inviti ng 
look.

Choosing the Right Fabric:

Fabric choice plays a huge role 
in both comfort and durability. If 
you have kids or pets, stain-re-
sistant fabrics like microfi ber or 

performance blends are a prac-
ti cal opti on. For those seeking a 
plush, sophisti cated feel, velvet 
or bouclé fabrics bring texture 
and warmth. Leather is another 
great choice—it’s stylish, easy to 
clean, and ages beauti fully over 
ti me.

Size Matt ers:

Before falling in love with a sofa, 
consider the size of your space. 
Large secti onals work well in 
open-plan living areas, provid-
ing ample seati ng for family and 
guests. For compact apartments, 
loveseats, two-seaters, or mod-
ular designs can maximize seat-
ing without overwhelming the 
room. Measure carefully to en-
sure your new sofa fi ts comfort-
ably, leaving enough space for 
movement and other furniture.

Comfort is Key:

Looks aside, a sofa should be 
comfortable and supporti ve. 
Consider seat depth and cush-
ion fi rmness—do you prefer a 
deep, sink-in feel or fi rmer sup-
port? High-density foam cush-
ions hold their shape longer, 
while feather-fi lled opti ons off er 

a relaxed, lived-in look. Reclining so-
fas and chaise lounges are also fan-
tasti c choices for those who love to 
stretch out and unwind.

Sofas That Adapt to Your Life:

In today’s world, versati lity is es-
senti al. Many sofas now come with 
built-in storage, sofa beds, or modu-
lar designs that allow for easy recon-
fi gurati on. Whether you need extra 
sleeping space for guests or hidden 
storage for blankets, these smart de-
signs make life easier.

Investi ng in the right sofa means 
fi nding the perfect balance of style, 
comfort, and practi cality. With so 
many opti ons available, there’s a 
perfect sofa out there waiti ng to 
elevate your home’s aestheti c and 
coziness. STOURPORT SHOWROOM

Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre
Wilden Lane
Stourport-on-Severn
(next to The Wash House - Free parking) 
01299 879779
sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk
Mon–Thurs: 10am–3pm Fri: 10am–12:30pm
Closed weekends

        GILBERTS BLINDS LTD

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts
As a trusted local family business with over 
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on 
offering friendly, professional support, expert 
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to 
your needs.

Whether you're updating one room or your entire 
home, our team is here to help you find the 
perfect solution.

Talk to the experts – contact us today and 
transform your windows with style and 
confidence!

Made To Measure Shutters:
• British Made
• Energy Efficient
• 10 Year Gaurantee

GILBERTS
BLINDS

        GILBERTS BLIND
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New research shows that young 
adults aged 18–34 who att end 
Slimming World groups aren’t 
just losing weight – they’re gain-
ing confi dence, improving their 
mental wellbeing and building 
healthier habits for life.
A study of more than 3,200 
members in this age group found 
they lost an average of 12% of 
their body weight (around 2st 
1lb). But the benefi ts go well be-
yond the scales.

• 92% feel part of a supporti ve 
community
• 89% report a healthier rela-
ti onship with food
• 59% say their mental wellbe-
ing has improved

The fi ndings come as experts 
warn younger adults face the 
greatest risk of future weight 
gain, with global predicti ons 
suggesti ng one in three young 
people could be living with over-
weight or obesity by 2050.

Locally, Slimming World Con-

Younger adults fi nding:

Confi dence & Community 
With Slimming World

Rachel from Slimming World adds: 
“Everyone is welcome, whatever 
their age or starti ng point. We’re 
making it easier than ever to eat 
well, feel good and get acti ve at 
your own pace.”

For many, it’s the shared expe-
rience that makes the diff er-
ence. Consultant Jane says: “Real 
change doesn’t happen alone. It 
happens when you’re surrounded 
by people who understand. That 
sense of community is what helps 
members improve both their 
physical and emoti onal wellbeing.”
Slimming World has been helping 
people lose weight for more than 
55 years, and younger members 
are now among its biggest success 
stories – gaining not just results, 
but tools for lifelong healthy liv-
ing.

Groups run Monday to Saturday 
across Bewdley, Kidderminster 
and Stourport-on-Severn. To fi nd 
your nearest session check out 
their advert opposite this page.

sultant Lisa, who runs groups in 
Stourport-on-Severn, says real-
life connecti on is key.
“We’re seeing incredible trans-
formati ons that go beyond ap-
pearance,” she says. “Members 
aren’t just losing weight – they’re 
gaining confi dence, healthy hab-
its and a real sense of belonging. 
In a world dominated by screens 
and remote working, our weekly 
face-to-face groups feel like a 
breath of fresh air.

“From young parents fi nd-
ing friendship to professionals 
building resilience, our groups 
off er support and accountability. 
Losing weight alongside oth-
ers makes lasti ng change much 
easier.”

Slimming World’s approach 
combines a fl exible, science-
backed eati ng plan with weekly 
group support. Members learn 
practi cal strategies, understand 
their personal barriers and make 
small, sustainable changes to 
food, drink and acti vity.

MONDAY
STOURPORT 5.30pm & 7pm

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

TUESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 9.30am & 11am 

St Cecilia’s Church 

Hoo Road 

Kidderminster 

Jane 07800889768

KIDDERMINSTER 

3.30pm 5pm & 7pm

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue 

Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT

5.30pm 

Stourport Bowling Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

WEDNESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am, 5pm & 7pm 

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue Kidderminster Net 

07989598589

STOURPORT 9.30am

Stourport Bowling Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

BEWDLEY5.30pm & 7pm St. 

George’s Hall

Load Street 

Bewdley 

Russell 07742254410

THURSDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

9.30am & 11am 

Kidderminster CarolinasR.F.C

Marlpool Lane Kidderminster

Paula 07926192600

KIDDERMINSTER 6.00pm

Foley Park Methodist Church 

Off Brinton Close 

Kidderminster 

Rachel 07907033347

STOURPORT 

5pm & 7pm 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

FRIDAY
STOURPORT 9.30am & 11am 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am 

Kidderminster Carolinas R.F.C

Marlpool Lane

Paula 07926192600

SATURDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

7.30am, 9am & 10.30am

St Mary’s Church 

Churchfields 

Kidderminster 

Kerry 07936495211

STOURPORT 8am & 9.30am

The Cornerstone Rooms 

(part of the Stourport Baptist 

Church)

Minster Road, Stourport

Paula 07926192600

real food, real support, real results
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NEURO STRUCTURAL BOWEN THERAPY & SCARWORK 
Bowen is a very gentle, versatile, soft tissue osteopathic style therapy. 

Light moves are made over skin, tendons, muscles and ligaments, sending signals through 
the nervous system to return the body to a balanced state. With the aid of Neuro Structural 
Technique the jaw and pelvic alignment is assessed, and put back into balance, if needed. 

The therapy can be done through light clothing, and is therefore non-invasive. 
Treatment may alleviate the pain associated with Migraines, Back and Shoulder Pain, Arthritis, 

Vertigo, Neurological Illnesses (ME, MS, Chronic Fatigue, Parkinson's), Jaw/Face Pain, 
Pelvic/Hip Pain and Infant Colic to name a few .... Bowen can help with most pathologies! 

• NEALSYARD
ORGANICS
• FOREVER

LIVING ALOE VERA 
PRODUCTS 

(for you and your animals) 

• EPSOM SALTS
• SUPPLEMENTS
• CBD OIL Vegan

friendly and organic 
• RADISAFE - to stop 

dangerous EMF (from 
your gadgets and WI-Fl) 

"BOWEN has helped keep my body together despite the 
bashing it takes. Its a vital support in putting right a whole 
range of aches and pains, making sure that old injuries 
don't cause me problems, and, helping fight stress and 
fatigue," BEAR GRYLLS 

"The treatment I've had from Julie on the scar on my ankle 
has been marvellous. It means that I no longer have any pain 
in that area, my ankle is now supple & flexible." VALERIE 

"Julie and Bowen Therapy have literally changed my life. 
When I started to see this lovely, friendly lady 2 years ago 
I was in tremendous pain and discomfort from my jaw. I 
couldn't eat or speak without my jaw cracking so loudly that 
I had to apologise to people for the noise. Now 2 years on 
my jaw is aligned and no longer cracks. Julie also helped 
with tissue damage after I tore tendons in my wrist after 
a fall last year. I would definitely recommend Julie and 
Bowen. It may take time but it works." BECKY 

ALSO-Qualified in 
• SCARWORK • TMJ (JAW) DYSFUNCTION AND RE-ALIGNMENT 

• CRANIO SACRAL THERAPY • LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE 
• HOPI EAR CANDLING • EMMETT THERAPY 

• MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID AND PTSD • VAGUS NERVE DYSFUNCTION • RED LIGHT THERAPY 

NST BOWEN PRACTITIONER 
JULIE FARMER ECBS MFHT 

07900 398 758 
www.juliefarmerbowentherapy.co.uk 

Clinic at The Cottage, Lea Lane, Cookley, DY10 3TA 

Stourside
Hospital

Cataract Surgery 
at Stourside Hospital 
Don’t let cataracts take precious 
moments away from you 

Contact us for fast access to 
treatment at a time that suits you. 
Get in touch, call 01384 560 123
or scan the QR code.

Cataracts are very common and never go on their own. 
Surgery is the only treatment for cataracts. We know that 
cataracts can significantly change your life and the lives 
of your loved ones. 
At Stourside Hospital, our expert consultants are able to 
help and support you. 

0% Payment 
Plans 

Available*

*Acceptance is subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Ramsay Health Care UK Operations Limited 
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct authority under FRN 702886. Ramsay Healthcare UK 
Operations is acting as a credit broker to Chrysalis Finance Limited. Level 18 Tower 42, 25 Old Broad St, 
London, EC2N 1HQ
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AFTER 6
WEEKS

HYPOXI®
BEFORE

AFTER 6
WEEKS

HYPOXI®
BEFORE

| |hypoxi_worcestershire Rejuvenateathypoxi Call Us: 01562 740840 | www.rejuvenateathypoxi.co.uk

Appointment only Full sanitize between clients Guaranteed resultsPersonalised and dedicated 1:1 HYPOXI Coach support 24/7

“I didn’t recognise my body after grief, illness and
menopause. HYPOXI changed everything. I look and feel my

best ever”

Tummy flattened

Back fat creases gone

Cellulite gone

Bum lifted

Improved skin tone
and texture

| |hypoxi_worcestershire Rejuvenateathypoxi Call Us: 01562 740840 | www.rejuvenateathypoxi.co.uk

You eat well (most of the ti me). 
You move your body. You drink 
the water, buy the collagen, 
avoid the beige buff et, so why 
the puffi  ness? Why the stub-
born weight? Why that feeling 
of being one glass of wine away 
from swelling up like a marsh-
mallow in sti lett os?
Let us introduce you to the well-
ness world’s best-kept secret: 
lymphati c drainage.

This gentle, clever process can 
help shift  fl uid, reduce bloat-
ing, support immune functi on, 
and restore the kind of lightness 
you forgot was even possible. 
At Hypoxi at Rejuvenate in Kid-
derminster, it’s a core part of 
what we do  and it might just be 
the reset your body’s been ask-
ing for.

Why Lymphati c Health Matt ers 
(Especially When You’re Juggling 
a Lot) Your lymphati c system is 
essenti ally your body’s clean-
up crew. It clears waste, moves 

Health Matt ers:

Why Lymphati c Drainage could be the 
best thing you’ve never tried!

fl uids, supports immunity, and 
helps everything run more 
smoothly behind the scenes.
But here’s the problem: modern 
life isn’t exactly lymph-friendly. 
Long periods of sitti  ng, stress, 
hormones, high heels, and not 
enough proper rest can all make 
things stagnate. That’s when the 
symptoms creep in:

•Bloated belly by 3pm
•Puff y ankles aft er standing
•Skin that feels dull no matt er 
how many serums you slather
•That unshakable ‘heavy’ feeling 
in your limbs

These aren’t just cosmeti c gripes 
they’re signs your circulati on 
could do with a boost.  
At Hypoxi, lymphati c drainage 
happens while you’re horizon-
tal relaxing on our Dermol-
ogy bed, designed to work with 
your body’s natural fl ow, gently 
sti mulati ng lymphati c acti vity 
through vacuum and compres-
sion, and low-impact movement 

to target the tummy, hips, and 
thighs encouraging oxygenated 
blood fl ow and lymphati c detox in 
areas that typically hold onto fl uid 
and fat. 

Lymphati c Drainage FAQs 
We Hear in the Studio
“Will I need to drink more water?” 
Yes, and your body will love you 
for it. Think of it as helping fl ush 
everything out effi  ciently.

“Is it good for cellulite?”
Absolutely. Improved lymph fl ow 
can help smooth the appearance 
of skin by reducing fl uid retenti on 
and supporti ng detoxifi cati on.

“Does it really make you feel dif-
ferent?” Ask anyone who’s had a 
session, it’s like waking up the bits 
of you that felt half asleep

“Can I just do one treatment?” 
you can book a 1 hour introduc-
ti on to Hypoxi session for £50 at 
www.rejuveateathypoxi.co.uk 
or call on 01562740840.
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The Surprising Health Benefits 
Of Nettles
They are usually the plant we 
warn children about on country-
side walks, but nettles are one 
of the most overlooked health 
boosters growing right here in 
the Wyre Forest.

Stinging nettles, commonly 
found along riverbanks in Bewd-
ley, hedgerows in Kidderminster 
and footpaths around Stourport, 
have been used in traditional 
remedies for centuries. Once 
picked carefully, using gloves, 
the young leaves can be turned 
into soups, teas and even pesto.
Nettles are rich in iron, vitamin 
C and calcium, making them 
particularly helpful for people 
feeling run down at this time of 
year. The iron content can sup-

port energy levels, while vitamin 
C helps the body absorb it more 
effectively. Many herbalists also 
recommend nettle tea as a gentle 
way to support joint health, as it 
contains natural anti-inflammato-
ry properties.

They are also believed to help 
with seasonal allergies. Some 
people drink nettle tea in early 
spring to ease hay fever symp-
toms, as the plant may act as a 
natural antihistamine.
Of course, foraging should al-
ways be done responsibly. Only 
pick from clean areas away from 
busy roads, and make sure you are 
confident in identifying the plant 
correctly.

Next time you spot nettles on a 
local walk, you might see them 
differently. What was once just a 
sting could in fact be one of na-
ture’s simplest and most powerful 
health boosts, growing freely on 
our own doorstep.
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Seasonal Spotlight - Asparagus
A Seasonal Favourite for March
As spring begins to make 
its presence felt, few 
ingredients signal the 
change of season quite 
like Briti sh asparagus. 
Oft en described as 
the jewel of the spring 
harvest, asparagus has 
a short but much-loved 
season, running from 
late April through to 
June, making it a true 
seasonal treat worth 
celebrati ng while it lasts.

Grown closer to home 
than many realise, 
asparagus thrives in 
the ferti le soils of the 
Midlands and Worces-
tershire, meaning it oft en 
reaches local plates 
within hours of being 

harvested. This freshness 
is key to its disti ncti ve 
fl avour, sweet, grassy 
and slightly nutt y  and 
is why seasonal eati ng 
makes such a noti ceable 
diff erence.

Asparagus is not only 
delicious but also packed 
with goodness. It’s natu-
rally low in calories and 
rich in vitamins A, C and 
K, as well as folate and 
fi bre, making it a great 
choice for those looking 
to eat well without com-
promising on fl avour. 

Lightly steamed, grilled, 
roasted or simply 
blanched, asparagus 
needs very litt le to shine.

In the kitchen, its ver-
sati lity is part of its ap-
peal. It pairs beauti fully 
with eggs, cream and 
cheese in quiches and 
tarts, works wonder-
fully alongside salmon 
and chicken, and adds 
a fresh bite to pastas 
and risott os. Its delicate 
fl avour complements 
richer ingredients 
perfectly, creati ng bal-
anced, sati sfying dishes.

A classic way to enjoy 
this seasonal star is 
in our asparagus and 
salmon quiche, featured 
on the next page. Com-
bining fl aky salmon, 
tender asparagus spears 
and a creamy fi lling 

encased in crisp pastry, 
it’s an ideal recipe for 
spring lunches, picnics 
or relaxed family din-
ners.

Whether picked up 
from a farm shop, 
greengrocer or super-
market, choosing Briti sh 
asparagus supports 
local growers and cel-
ebrates the very best of 
the season. 

Enjoy it while you can  
asparagus season is 
short, but its impact on 
spring menus is unfor-
gett able.



t: 01299 333 337   e: bookings@paisleyat106.co.uk  www.paisleyat106.co.uk

106 Minster Road, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 8AB
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Free Hot Drink
1X PER PERSON

When ordering fixed-price lunch (Tuesday to Thursday)
Code: WFM26

Fixed-Price Lunch
2 Courses £20  3 Courses £25

Tuesday to Saturday, 11:30am - 3pm
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700g shop-bought/homemade 
pastry
50g butter
1 large onion
1 tsp fennel seeds
Bunch asparagus
100ml milk
300g skinless salmon fillets
300ml double cream
3 large eggs
½ small bunch dill
Zest 1 lemon
100g cheddar grated
To serve
fennel and rocket salad

Step 1
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. 
Put a baking sheet in the oven to 
heat up. Dust a clean work surface 
with flour, then roll out 600g of the 
pastry to line a 20 x 30cm tin. Trim 
the edges with scissors so that the 
pastry sits 2-3mm higher than the 
sides of the tin. Prick the surface 
all over with a fork, then line with 
baking parchment and add an even 

layer of baking beans. Place on the 
hot baking sheet and blind-bake for 
15 mins.
Step 2
Meanwhile, roll out the remaining 
pastry and any off-cuts, cut into 
strips and plait together. Take the 
tin out of the oven, remove the bak-
ing beans and brush all over with a 
thin layer of beaten egg. Stick the 
pastry plaits onto the edges, brush 
with beaten egg and return to the 
oven for another 15 mins until 
cooked through but not brown.
Step 3
Meanwhile, heat the butter in a fry-
ing pan over a low heat and add the 
onion. Cook gently for 15-20 mins 
or until soft, then stir in the fennel 
seeds and take off the heat. Leave 
to cool in the pan.
Step 4
Remove the tart case from the oven 
and set aside while you cook the 
rest of the filling. Add the aspara-
gus to a large sauté pan, cover with 
2-3cm water, bring to a simmer and 
cook for 5 mins. Drain, then rinse in 

Salmon and Asparagus quiche 
The perfect recipe for March

Ingredients

Method

cold water to cool down quickly. 
Leave to dry on kitchen paper. 
Put the empty pan back on the 
hob, add the milk and salmon, 
and bring to a gentle simmer. 
Cook for 4 mins, turning once.

Step 5
Carefully take the salmon out 
of the milk and lay on a plate. 
Pour the milk into a large heat-
proof jug and set aside. Spoon 
the onion and fennel seeds in an 
even layer across the base of the 
pastry case. Add the asparagus 
and, when the salmon is cool 
enough to handle, break chunks 
of it over the asparagus. Add the 
cream to the milk along with 
the rest of the eggs, the dill and 
lemon zest, then season. Pour 
the mixture into the pastry case, 
top with the cheese, then care-
fully put back in the oven for 45 
mins-1 hr or until the filling is set 
and the cheese on top is turning 
golden. Serve warm or cold with 
a fennel and rocket salad.



The Kingsford Pub Wolverley
Kingsford Caravan Park, Sladd Lane, Wolverley DY11 5TA

Telephone: 01562916219 / 07817464577 Email: hickys@aol.com

£10 A
TICKET

7 MARCH

£6 A TICKET

SUNDAY 15
MARCH

SUNDAY 15
MARCH

MOTHERS DAY
ST PATRICKS

DAY
CELEBRATION

3:00-5:30
3-5:30

14 MARCH

MATTHEW
CHASE

28 MARCH

UPCOMING

£10 1 MAY

£6

21 MARCH

14 MARCH
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Experience the Magic of Whitney 
The Candlelight Concert
Get ready for an unforgetta-
ble evening as Xperience Live 
proudly presents Whitney – The 
Candlelight Concert, a dazzling 
celebration of the timeless mu-
sic and extraordinary voice of 
Whitney Houston at Kidder-
minster Town Hall Thursday 19 
March 7.30pm.

This spectacular tribute brings 
together a world-class live band 
and one of the UK’s leading 
Whitney Houston tribute artists, 
delivering her greatest hits with 
stunning authenticity, passion 
and power. Set within the ele-
gant surroundings of Kiddermin-
ster Town Hall, the venue will be 
transformed by the warm glow 
of hundreds of candles, creating 

a truly magical and intimate at-
mosphere.

Audiences can relive the magic 
of iconic classics including I 
Wanna Dance with Somebody, 
One Moment in Time, I’m Every 
Woman and I Will Always Love 
You. From soaring, emotional 
ballads to uplifting dance an-
thems, each performance cap-
tures the dynamic energy, vocal 
power and emotional depth that 
defined Whitney’s legendary ca-
reer.

The unique candlelit setting en-
sures every note feels personal 
and every moment resonates. 
Combined with rich live instru-
mentation and stunning vocals, 

the result is a visually captivating 
and emotionally immersive jour-
ney through one of music’s most 
celebrated songbooks. Whether 
you’re a lifelong fan or discov-
ering Whitney’s legacy for the 
first time, this concert promises 
a heartfelt, nostalgic experience 
that lingers long after the final 
encore.

More than just a concert, Whit-
ney – The Candlelight Concert 
is a breathtaking sensory expe-
rience that honours the heart, 
soul and artistry of an unforget-
table global icon.

Buy tickets now: 
www.kidderminstertownhall.
org.uk
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Try Our,Fresh 

New Menu 

Served Lunch 

& Dinner 

Plus our delicious 2 and 3 

Course Set Lunch Menus 

will be available each 

weekday! 

Open Wednesday–Sunday 
Lunch Served 12-2:30pm - Dinner Served 5:30pm - 8:45pm 

Sunday Lunch Served 12-4:45pm 
Book early to avoid disappointment 

01562 320420 
Church Street, Kidderminster DY102AR 

BOOK ONLINE: www.thechurchvenue.com 

Dine in a historic setting. Formally a church and school, 
transformed into a beautiful restaurant in the heart of 
Kidderminster. Our menu offers a variety of delectable 
dishes made from the freshest ingredients, ensuring a 
delightful culinary experience for all our guests! 

The Church Restaurant & Bar thechurch.dy10 

OH WHAT A NIGHT!

Step back in ti me as OH WHAT A 
NIGHT! returns to Stourport Friday 
21 March 2026, taking audiences 
on a high-energy musical journey 
through the legendary career of 
Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons.

For more than two decades, Frank-
ie Valli’s unmistakable falsett o 
dominated the airwaves, delivering 
ti meless hits including Sherry, Let’s 
Hang On, Big Girls Don’t Cry, Can’t 
Take My Eyes Off  You, My Eyes 
Adored You, December ’63 (Oh 
What A Night), Bye Bye Baby and 
Who Loves You. With worldwide 
record sales exceeding 100 million 
and inducti on into the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1990, their place in 
music history is fi rmly secured.

This hugely popular tribute show 
brings the songs to life with infec-
ti ous personaliti es, stunning vocals, 
slick harmonies and sharp, perfect-
ly ti med dance routi nes. The att en-
ti on to detail, costume changes and 
authenti c sound make this a truly 
immersive experience for long-
ti me fans and newcomers alike. Ex-
pect plenty of audience interacti on, 
singalong moments and a feel-good 
atmosphere from start to fi nish.
Packed with nostalgia and non-
stop energy, OH WHAT A NIGHT! 
is a polished, uplift ing night out that 
consistently has audiences on their 
feet, singing along and wanti ng 
more as the curtain falls.

Venue: The Civic Stourport
Tickets: £26.00 
(Adults & Concessions)

At Stourport Civic

An unmissable celebrati on of one of the world’s 
greatest rock ’n’ roll bands. 

Book ti ckets here:
www.thecivicstourport.co.uk
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Wyre Forest Symphony Orchestra 
Spring Symphony Concert
Enjoy an uplift ing and inspiring 
evening of live classical music, 
as the Wyre Forest Symphony 
Orchestra returns to the stage 
for its Spring Symphony Concert 
at Kidderminster Town Hall on 
Saturday  14th March.

This special performance prom-
ises a rich, atmospheric and 
memorable concert experience, 
opening with Mozart’s dramati c 
Overture from Don Giovanni. 
This is followed by the graceful 
and expressive Symphonia Con-
certante, showcasing the out-
standing musicianship of soloists 
Gill and Jonathan Pendrous. The 
evening concludes with Bee-
thoven’s monumental Sympho-

ny No. 3, Eroica  a bold, powerful 
and emoti onally charged mas-
terpiece that remains a favourite 
with audiences worldwide.

Perfect for music lovers, families 
and newcomers to orchestral 
concerts alike, this event off ers 
an accessible and welcoming way 
to enjoy high-quality live per-
formance in a beauti ful historic 
venue.

Doors open: 7.00pm
Concert starts: 7.30pm
Tickets: £14 adults
Children & students: Free
Seati ng: Free seati ng in both the 
balcony and ground fl oor
Tickets and further informati on: 

Stourport Severn’s Club

KRAZY BINGO
Friday 20  March 2026th

Registered Charity No: 1146310
Company Number: 07846810

kemphospice.org.uk kemphospice

01562 756000
41 Mason Rd, Kidderminster DY11 6AG

kemphospice
kemp-hospice

Get ready for an unforgettable night of fun, laughter, and outrageous
entertainment at KEMP’s Krazy Bingo – hosted by party pros who will

make sure this is a KRAZY night to remember!

RAISING FUNDS FOR PATIENTS AND FAMILIES ACROSS THE WYRE FOREST

SCAN TO
BOOK YOUR
TICKETS!
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March Motoring 
Gearing Up for Spring
March is a month of transiti on for 
motorists. Lighter mornings, long-
er evenings and milder tempera-
tures make it an ideal ti me to give 
your car a litt le post-winter att en-
ti on and prepare for the months 
ahead.

Aft er weeks of cold, damp condi-
ti ons, your vehicle may be show-
ing signs of wear. Road salt and 
grit can take their toll on paint-
work and alloys, so a thorough 
wash including the underside is a 
good place to start. It’s also worth 
checking wiper blades, as winter 
grime oft en leaves them streaky 
or ineff ecti ve just when spring 
showers arrive.

Tyres deserve parti cular att enti on 
at this ti me of year. Cold weather 
can cause tyre pressures to drop, 
aff ecti ng fuel effi  ciency and han-

dling. Check pressures regular-
ly and inspect tread depth to 
ensure you’re well above the 
legal minimum. March is also 
a sensible ti me to think about 
wheel alignment if potholes 
have been part of your daily 
commute.

With more daylight comes 
more temptati on for longer 
drives and weekend trips. Be-
fore heading out, take a mo-
ment to check fl uid levels in-
cluding oil, coolant and screen 
wash. Spring sunshine can 
quickly turn roads dusty, so 
keeping your windscreen clean 
is essenti al for safe driving.
March also brings the annual 
number plate change, with 
new registrati on plates ap-
pearing on forecourts across 
the country. While it may not 

be the right ti me for everyone to 
change their car, it’s a reminder 
to review running costs, insur-
ance cover and servicing sched-
ules. Booking a spring service 
now can help avoid unexpected 
issues later in the year.

Finally, remember that wildlife 
becomes more acti ve as tem-
peratures rise. Dawn and dusk 
are peak ti mes for animals cross-
ing rural roads, so stay alert and 
adjust your speed where neces-
sary.

A litt le preparati on in March can 
make all the diff erence, help-
ing you enjoy safer, smoother 
and more economical motoring 
throughout the spring and into 
summer.

Bewdley Rotary have sponsored the Bewdley Festival 
Young Musician of the Year Awards 2026. Whether 
you’re a solo act or part of band, aged between 12 and 18 
you can enter. Entry and tickets are available at 
bewdleyfestival.org.uk
The event will take place at St Georges Hall, Bewdley on 
14th March. The Young Musician of the Year will 
automatically be entered into the 2027 Rotary District 
Competition. 
Luke Pender, Bewdley Festival Young Musician of the 
Year 2025 winner, got through to the Final of the Great Britain and Ireland Rotary Young 
Musician of the Year. There were 6 instrumentalists and 6 vocalists from across England, 
Scotland and Wales.  
Bewdley Rotary Club also offers corporate membership opportunities to businesses and 
organisations interested in community engagement and social responsibility . This allows 
companies to participate in local and international service projects, networking events and 
community initiatives.
The corporate members have several projects throughout the year including a networking 
event, an entertainment event as well as the Santa Sleigh rally around the Wyre Forest in 
December. All of these events will be discussed at our monthly meeting, on our social media 
and on our website.

CORPORATE MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
Heidi from Gaunts of Kidderminster Funeral Directors has been a Rotary Corporate member 
just over 12 months with three generations of family in Rotary. “We became corporate 
members of Rotary to further our connection in and around the Wyre Forest. To continue our 
efforts to give back to the local communities we are proud to serve and to continue a family 
legacy after my Dad.

Bewdley Rotary is a member of Rotary 
International, a global service organisation with 
over 1.2 million members in over 200 countries, 

committed to ‘Doing Good in the World’
www.bewdleyrotary.uk

Are you an individual or small business who would like to give back to the community 
but are not sure how to go about it?

Rotary has over 100 years of experience in helping communities around the world. 
Find out more by calling Phil on 07583 508577 or email phil@bewdleyrotary.uk
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Gaunts of Kidderminster
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road

Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

01562 54 1062
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

Gaunts of Stourport
107 The Birches, Stourport-on-Severn

Worcestershire , DY13 9NR

01299 879 090
www.gauntsofstourport.co.uk

The Gaunt family have been providing first class, unrivalled and affordable
funeral services since 1900 through six generations. We have the ability to

adapt arrangements to suit any special request and make every funeral
meaningful, unique and personal

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services ⋅ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements ⋅ Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles ⋅ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling

Memorials Stones ⋅ Floristry ⋅ Pre Paid Funeral Plans
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Kidderminster Harriers March Diary
March is set to be a defi ning month for Kiddermin-
ster Harriers as the Nati onal League North season 
moves into a crucial phase. With league positi ons 
ti ghtening and every point matt ering, the Harriers 
face a demanding run of fi xtures both home and 
away.
The month begins on the road with a challenging 
trip to Buxton on Saturday 7 March, where a strong 
performance will be key against a well organised 
home side. Att enti on then turns back to Aggbor-
ough on Tuesday 10 March, as Harriers welcome 
Peterborough Sports for an important midweek 
encounter under the fl oodlights.

Bo Henriksen and Jon Purdie, 
both of whom said they have 
fond memories of their ti me at 
the club, have joined KHIST as 
internati onal and UK honorary 
presidents, respecti vely.

Henriksen, who is currently head 
coach at Mainz 05 in the Bun-
desliga, is fondly remembered 
for his prolifi c goal-scoring dur-
ing Harriers' ti me in the football 
league.

He set a club record as the fi rst 
football league player at Harriers 
to score a hat-trick away from 
home in a clash with Exeter City. 
He fi nished the 2002–03 sea-
son as the club’s all-ti me highest 
football league goal scorer, with 

20 goals in 41 appearances.

Henriksen said: "It would be an 
honour to take the positi on of 
internati onal honorary presi-
dent.

"I sti ll follow the Harriers and 
it’s great to see them doing well 
this season." Purdie, who played 
more than 100 ti mes for Harri-
ers in two spells, will always be 
remembered for his wonder goal 
against Birmingham City in the 
FA Cup third round during the 
1993/94 season.

He helped Harriers win the Con-
ference ti tle in the same season 
as the incredible cup run.

Purdie said: "I’m delighted to 
take on the role of UK honorary 
president with the Trust.

"My ti me at Harriers was truly 
special, and I feel a strong con-
necti on to the club.

"I conti nue to follow their pro-
gress and always wish them suc-
cess."

You can fi nd out more about 
KHIST by visiti ng : 
htt ps://www.khist.org.uk
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Another big home fi xture follows on Saturday 14 
March with the visit of Chester, a game that could 
have a signifi cant impact on ambiti ons for the closing 
weeks of the season. The Harriers then head north on 
Saturday 21 March to take on Radcliff e, a tough away 
test requiring focus and resilience.

March concludes with a fi nal away trip on Saturday 28 
March, when Kidderminster travel to face Oxford City. 
With momentum likely to play a vital role at this stage 
of the campaign, supporters can expect a month full of 
intensity, determinati on and pivotal moments as the 
Harriers look to fi nish the season strongly.



* T&C apply. See in store for more details.

FREE coffee machine with 
every order over £5,000*

Haier I-Master Series 5 
Home Barista-Black


