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The Love Child of the Titanic:

A Kidderminster Family’s Century-Long Search for the Truth

A remarkable story with deep
roots in Kidderminster has re-
cently come full circle, finally
bringing closure to a mystery
that began on the night the Ti-
tanic sank in April 1912. At the
centre of the story is Ellen Mary
Walker, known by her family as
the “love child of the Titanic,
who spent her entire life search-
ing for the truth about her par-
entage.

Ellen was born on January 13th,
1913—nine months after the
Titanic went down. Her moth-
er, 19-year-old Kate Florence
Philips, was among the survi-
vors rescued from lifeboat No.
11. Her father, Henry Samuel
Morley, a 38-year-old business-
man from Worcester, tragically
died in the disaster. The two
had been secretly running away
together to start a new life in

Beverley Lynn Roberts with her nan's teddy bear

America, boarding the ill-fated
ship under the assumed names
“Mr and Mrs Marshall” to avoid
scandal, as Henry was married
with a child.

For Ellen, the story of the Titanic
was not just history—it was her
identity. She spent decades try-
ing to prove that Henry Morley
was indeed her father. Despite
her determination, she died in
2005 without ever obtaining the
confirmation she longed for.

The search did not end there.
Her granddaughter, Kiddermin-
ster resident Beverley Lynn Rob-
erts, continued the family quest.
Beverley began researching
their Titanic connection when
she was just 21, piecing togeth-
er letters, photographs, archived
records, and family memories.
Over more than 20 years, she
built a detailed account of Kate
and Henry's secret relation-
ship—something Ellen herself
never fully had access to.

Finally, in December 2020, the
breakthrough came. DNA test-
ing between Beverley and a
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Titanic survivor Kate Florence Philips with her daughter Ellen Mary Walker

relative of Henry's brother con-
firmed definitively that Henry
Samuel Morley was Ellen’s bio-
logical father. It was the proof
Ellen had fought for all her life,
delivered at last by her grand-
daughter.

Beverley described how much
the revelation meant to her
family. Her father, Robert Wil-
liam Farmer, had passed down
treasured possessions from both
Kate and Ellen, including a small
teddy bear that Kate had given
her daughter when she was
born—kept always as a symbol
of the father she would never
know.

The story has continued to reso-
nate strongly with Beverley, who
travelled to Liverpool last year
for the 113th anniversary of the
Titanic’s sinking. She visited the
former White Star Line head-
quarters, where a major new
exhibition on the ship’s history is
opening. There, she shared her

research and paid tribute to the
man her grandmother spent her
life trying to prove as her father.
What makes this story so com-
pelling is not just its histori-
cal drama, but the very human
emotions at its core: love, loss,
secrecy, and a daughter’s life-
long longing for recognition. It
is also a story deeply connected
to our region. Henry Morley was
a well-known local business-
man who owned several con-
fectionery shops in Worcester,
including the one on Foregate
Street where he first met Kate.
A plague now stands in Worces-
tershire in his memory—a quiet
marker of a turbulent love story
that changed the course of sev-
eral lives.

For Beverley, ensuring accuracy
has been a personal mission. She
has corrected family records,
uncovered forgotten details, and
verified long-held assumptions.
She hopes to pass her research
down to her daughter so the

story will continue to be remembered
for generations to come.

Her words perhaps capture it best:
“Because she never had a father,
that’s all she wanted. She wanted to
prove that he was her father. It's sad
she never got to do that, but | finally
proved it for her”

A century after the Titanic disap-
peared beneath the waves, this Kid-
derminster family has finally complet-
ed its own voyage for truth—a story of
love, loss, and legacy spanning gen-
erations.

SRS o

Ellen's dad Henry Samuel Morley,
who died on the Titanic
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Celebrating One Year of Wyre Forest Matters

A Message From Our Family to Yours

YOUR FREE MONTHLY COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

STOURPORT
HISTORY

Getting to know Kemp
hospie azing

ABSOLUTE FOOD

AND TRENDS
20 food trends from the

DON'TGO

YOUR COMMUNITY
MAGAZINE

We can hardly believe it. Wyre
Forest Matters is officially one
year old. When we launched this
magazine just 12 months ago, we
hoped it would become some-
thing special for our community.
What began as a simple idea
from our Kidderminster family
has grown into a magazine that
now reaches thousands of homes
and businesses across the district
every single month.

From day one, our aim has been
clear: to create a publication that
truly reflects the people, places
and positivity of the Wyre Forest.
Over the past year, we have en-
joyed shining a light on the won-
derful things happening across
Kidderminster, Stourport, Bewd-
ley and the surrounding villages.
From community projects and
charity heroes to independent
businesses, events and local suc-
cess stories, it has been a pleas-
ure to share it all with you.

EDITION NO. 2 MARCH 2025

-

We have now produced 12 is-
sues, each one packed with local
features, business showcases,
what is on guides, seasonal in-
spiration and stories that matter
to you. With over 8,000 printed
copies distributed each month
and thousands more reading on-
line, it has been incredible to see
how many of you have welcomed
the magazine into your homes,
workplaces and daily routines.
Wyre Forest Matters has always
been and always will be a com-
munity magazine at heart. We are
proud to remain independently
run, managed by our family here
in Kidderminster, and supported
by the brilliant local businesses
who advertise with us. Thanks
to them and thanks to you, our
loyal readers, we have been able
to keep the magazine completely
free and filled with genuine local
content month after month.

As we celebrate our first birthday,
we want to say a heartfelt thank
you.

IN STORE & ONLINE

Thank you for reading us, support-
ing us, sharing your stories and be-
lieving in what we are doing. Your
messages, feedback and enthusi-
asm are what keep us going.

Here is to another year of champi-
oning local people, connecting our
community and shining a spotlight
on everything that makes the Wyre
Forest a wonderful place to live.

Happy first birthday to us and
thank you for making it possible.

EDITION NO. 12 JAN 2026
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WINTER SALE NOW ON

WITH EXCLUSIVE OFFERS AVAILABLE TO YOU

EXTRA DISCOUNTS ON SELECTED FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE!

EXCLUSIVE COOKING
DEMONSTRATION

21T MARCH 2026

See NEFF appliances in use and enjoy a fun,
interactive session while exploring our newly
refurbished showroom.

LIMITED SPACES - REGISTER NOW!

Visit our showroom or complete the form on
our website in the Events section.

K. AW

KITCHENS & INTERIORS

MasterPartner®

01562 66882

LISLE AVENUE, KIDDERMINSTER
www.kawinteriordesign.co.uk
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Care At Home

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an
excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3%
of providers in England
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Professional care and
support in your own home

Our dedicated Care Team are here to

help support you with 24/7 care provision
should it be required. At TLC Care At
Home, we are dedicated to supporting
people with wide range of needs, including
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory
Impairments and supporting our aging
population.

Depending on your individual needs, we
can offer varying degrees of support from
young adults to very mature people. TLC
Care at Home are here to help anyone
who requires care and support to enable
them to remain living at home for as long
as it is safe to do so.

Please contact us now for more information

Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com

GIA CRE AT Hove

Comprehensive range of
care services

Domiciliary Care

Palliative care

Personal care

24 hour care
Companionship

Dementia Care

Overnight Care

Elderly Care

Care for young adults
Supporting younger people
Domestic services: cleaning, cooking,
washing and shopping

Collections of pensions or prescriptions
Trips out and about

Inspected and rated

Outstanding Yy

CareQuality
Commission

= worcestershire

Jcounty council
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Charity urges

of childhood cancer

A childhood cancer charity is
calling on parents to be more
aware of the early warning signs
of cancer in children after new
research revealed that only
three in ten parents feel confi-
dent they could identify poten-
tial symptoms.

The Grace Kelly Childhood
Cancer Trust has launched a
new awareness campaign, You
Know Them Best, encouraging
parents and carers to trust their
instincts. The message is clear:
if something doesn't seem right
with your child’s health, seek

Ca

medical advice promptly.
Families are being urged to look
out for a range of symptoms,
including unusual  paleness,
extreme tiredness, persistent
or recurring pain, unexpected
lumps or swelling, unexplained
bruising or bleeding, and chang-
es in vision such as a new squint.
The campaign is set to run across
Worcestershire and surrounding
areas, using cinema advertising,
radio, outdoor displays and digi-
tal media to spread the message
as widely as possible.

The Trust was founded in 2016

Grace Kelly
Childhood

ncer Trust
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parents to know the signs

in memory of four-year-old Grace
Elizabeth Kelly, who sadly passed
away from cancer in 2014. Since its
creation, the charity has supported
more than 500 families across the
region, offering guidance, raising
awareness and championing earlier
diagnosis.

Among those backing the campaign
is local parent Sam Pollard, whose
son was diagnosed with cancer at the
age of seven. Sam said: “Trust your
instinct you know your child best.
If you think something is wrong, go
back to your doctor.”

Healthcare professionals emphasise
that early detection can make a life-
changing difference. Spotting symp-
toms sooner means children can re-
ceive investigations and treatment
at the earliest opportunity, improving
outcomes and giving families vital re-
assurance.

To find out more visit:
www.gkect.org

9
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KEMP Hospice Invites Supporters:
To Take On Life-Changing Challenge Events in 2026

KEMP Hospice, the Wyre For-
est’s dedicated hospice charity,
is calling on the community to
get active, have fun and make a
real difference by signing up for
an inspiring series of challenge
events throughout 2026. From
iconic city runs to unforgettable
endurance adventures, partici-
pants can challenge themselves,
raise vital funds, and help KEMP
Hospice continue its compas-

sionate, free of charge care and
support for adults and families
facing life-limiting illness.

Whether you're a keen runner,
cyclist, thrill-seeker or simply
want to support a meaningful
cause, there’s a challenge to suit
everyone:

London to Paris 4-Day
Charity Cycle

Pedal your way from one capital
city to another! This multi-day
charity cycle is the perfect chal-
lenge for cycling enthusiasts
looking for an unforgettable ad-
venture while raising funds for
hospice care.

Great Birmingham Run

Take part in one of the UK’s most
energetic urban running events
- a fantastic route through Bir-
mingham that'’s suitable for all
levels and offers a memorable
running experience.

Inflatable Course Challenge
Bring your friends and fam-
ily and tackle the fun and ener-
getic inflatable obstacle course.
Perfect for teams or individuals
looking for laughter, teamwork
and a great fundraising story.

Saucony London 10K Run

Run through the heart of London
on a flat, friendly 10K course
that passes iconic landmarks
such as Big Ben, the London Eye
and Westminster Bridge. The
event includes a medal, race day
entertainment and great crowd
support — perfect for beginners

and seasoned runners alike.

All places are provided through
Run for Charity, the UK's leading
charity challenge events plat-
form. Whether you'’re running,
cycling, climbing or skydiving,
every step and every mile you
complete will help provide es-
sential support for people in our
community.

Take It to New Heights: Skydive
or Wing Walking for KEMP
Hospice

For supporters looking for the
ultimate adrenaline rush, KEMP
Hospice is also offering a range
of high-impact challenge experi-
ences, including charity skydives
and thrilling wing walking.

These unforgettable experienc-
es give participants the chance
to push their limits — whether
that's jumping from a plane
at thousands of feet or being
strapped to the wing of a mov-
ing aircraft — all while raising vi-
tal funds for hospice care in our

community.

Why Take Part?

Funds raised from these chal-
lenges directly support KEMP
Hospice’s services — including
clinical care, therapy, emotional
support and bereavement sup-
port — all provided free of
charge to patients and families
across the Wyre Forest. The
hospice relies on the generos-
ity of fundraisers and volunteers
to raise more than £2.1 million
each year so that vital care can
continue.

“Taking on a challenge event is
a fantastic way to test yourself
and make a real impact,” said
lan Carr, Head of Fundraising
& Communications at KEMP
Hospice. “Your participation and
fundraising will help ensure we
can be there for those who need
us most, offering compassion-
ate care and support without
charging for our services. These
challenges are ideal for individu-
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als, groups, or workplaces looking
to do something truly memorable in
support of a cause that changes lives
every day.

If you'd like to take on a challenge, or
to find out more head to
www.kemphospice.org.uk/events.
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ANNIVERSARY
YEAR LAUNCH
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ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

Stourport’s

THERUBIX
15THMAY 2026  7pm Doors - 7:30pm Start

KATIETRANTER - ANDY BROWNING

£20

www thecivicstourport.co.uk

The Civic Hall Celebrates 60
Years with a Year-Long Anniver-
sary Programme

The Civic Hall will mark a major
milestone in 2026, celebrating
60 years since it first opened its
doors in May 1966.

To honour this landmark anni-
versary, The Civic is planning a
year-long programme of celebra-
tory events, featuring many of
the much-loved acts, artists, and
companies that have appeared on
its stage over the past 15 years.

The celebrations will begin with a
special launch night, showcasing
three outstanding local
performers:

The Rubix

Katie Tranter

Andy Browning

The launch event will also fea-
ture delicious food, freshly baked
treats, fundraising activities, and
plenty of nostalgia, setting the
tone for a memorable anniversary
year.

For the past 16 years, The Civic
Hall has been run by dedicated
Civic Group volunteers as a regis-
tered charity, ensuring the build-
ing remains a vibrant, welcoming
space at the heart of the
community. Their commitment
has helped preserve the Hall not
just as a venue, but as a place
where creativity, connection, and
shared experiences thrive.

Civic Hall:

Here at The Civic, we deeply value
the ongoing support of the whole
town and look forward to celebrat-
ing this remarkable building and the
joy it brings to so many throughout
our 60th anniversary year.

To find out more, follow us on Face-
book or register for updates via our
website:
www.thecivicstourport.co.uk

Monthly Readership 30,000

LANDONS

FOUNDED 1957
BATHROOMS KITCHENS BEDROOMS

Showroom Opening Times

Monday - Friday: 9.00am - 4.45pm
Saturday: 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sunday: Closed

Kidderminster Road
Dodford
Bromsgrove
B619DU

Call: 01527 882 939
email: info@landoninteriors.co.uk
www.landoninteriors.co.uk
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BLUE BUILDING

AND DESIGN ()

SEAMLESS GUTTERING SOLUTIONS
forthe Worcestershire area

Professionally installed and made to measure onsite
from pre-coloured aluminium coil, roll formed in continuous
lengths of up to 30 metres.

BENEFITS:

e Leak free and colourfast

e Minimal maintenance

e 30 years plus life expectancy

« BBA certified

e Environmentally responsible
solution - no waste

e Cost comparable to UPVC

e Approved installer network

Enhance your home’s appearance

BLUE BUILDING
with durable seamless guttering. e

AND DESIGN

For enquires, please contact us via FB, via email or WhatsApp for a quote:

07889 085401/ 07747058189

rebecca@bluebuildinganddesign.com

THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown
Quirky Tales & Local Lore

As February arrives, the Wyre
Forest district trades crisp frost
for lingering mist, stirring up
strange sightings, forgotten tra-
ditions and a few spine-tingling
stories. Here are this month’s
quirkiest bits of local lore...

The Kidderminster

Candlelight Caller

On still February evenings,
some residents claim to see a
faint flicker of lantern light mov-
ing along the old towpath near
Caldwall Mill. Legend says it’s
the ghost of a Victorian lamp-
lighter who kept working long
after gas lamps were removed.
Dog walkers say it vanishes
whenever they call out — leav-
ing only the smell of burnt wick
in the air.

Nl

Bewdley’s River Wisp
Fishermen along the Severn tell
a tale of a pale “river wisp” that
skims across the surface on cer-
tain foggy mornings in February.
Not quite mist, not quite light, it
drifts silently upstream against
the current. Some insist it’s the
spirit of a lost angler guiding
boats to safety, while others
blame temperature inversions...
but no one can quite explain
why it glows.

Monthly Readership 30,000
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Flexible
Finance
Options
—— :

T & C's Apply

Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Orangeries
Kidderminster & Worcester showrooms open 7 days a week

www.5starwindows.co.uk 01562 60800

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES

wwuw.the opticians.co.uk

CALLFORAN |
EYE TEST - 4

01562 747087 | 01905 795541
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Get Moving This Year: Where to Find FREE Outdoor
Gym Equipment in Kidderminster & Stourport

If you're looking for a simple, cost-
free way to boost your fitness this
year, Wyre Forest has a couple of
parks offering free outdoor gym
equipment for all ages and abili-
ties. These open-air fitness zones
are perfect for families, casual
walkers, beginners and anyone
wanting a change from indoor
gyms. With flat paths, accessible
layouts and plenty of space for
children to play safely nearby,
they make staying active easier
than ever.

There’s something refreshing
about exercising outdoors crisp
air, green surroundings and the
freedom to work out at your own
pace. Whether you're pushing a
pram, bringing the kids along, or
catching up with a friend while you
train, these parks offer a relaxed

M\ Attwood Funerals
C E L E B R A 'LiE s el F E

funeral

guide.

and welcoming environment.
Many feature bodyweight-based
machines, low-impact cardio sta-
tions and simple strength-training
equipment suitable for teens and
adults.

In Kidderminster, Baxter Gardens
Park offers a compact outdoor
fitness area with easy-to-use
bodyweight machines designed
to build general strength and In
Stourport, Stourport Memorial
Park features a publicly accessible
gym zone offering a selection of
bodyweight and strength-training
pieces that cater to all ages and
fitness levels.

As always, equipment availability
can vary, and facilities may change
over time. It's a good idea to check
locally or visit the park directly to

confirm what’s currently in place.
But whether you're starting a new
fitness routine or simply looking
for fresh air and movement, Wyre
Forests outdoor gyms offer a bril-
liant, budget-friendly way to stay
active all year round.

INDEPENDENT
DIRECTORS

A truly local, independant family business.

We cater for all kinds of funeral services and offer full funeral planning services.
Religious and non-religious, cremations, burials, green funerals and more.

Unattended local cremation service starting

More information at:

wwwrattwoodfunerals.co.uk
24/7 Phone line: 01562 632081
info@attwoodfunerals.co.uk

from only £1195* & Funeral Plans from £1 520

Attwood House, 220 Marlpool Lane, Kidderminster, DY11 5DL

*Prices correct as at April 2025 and may change in the future.
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Caring for our Wyre Forest Community:
Why More Families Are Choosing Home Care
By Riverside Home Care

Across the Wyre Forest, more
families are looking for reliable,
compassionate support that al-
lows their loved ones to remain
where they feel safest, at home.
With familiar surroundings, long
standing routines and neigh-
bours they know by name, stay-
ing local matters. At Riverside
our team is made up of local
staff who understand the com-
munity, its people and its values.
As the need for quality home
care grows, so does the reas-
surance that there is a trusted,
established service right here in
the heart of the Wyre Forest.

Many families are now choos-
ing home care over residential
options and for good reason.
Care at home allows individu-
als to maintain independence,

"

dignity, and control over their
daily lives. It offers a sense of
continuity that simply cannot be
replicated elsewhere. Waking up
in your own bedroom, sitting in
your favourite chair, keeping up
with a weekly wander around
the garden centre or enjoying
that much loved coffee in the lo-
cal cafe that you look forward to
every week.

What Care at Home Really Means:
Care in your own home is
more than practical support. It
is about enhancing wellbeing
while respecting the life some-
one has built. From assistance
with personal care and medica-
tion to help with meals, mobility,
companionship and daily tasks,
home care adapts to the indi-

vidual. It provides peace of mind
for clients and families alike,
knowing that support is deliv-
ered with warmth, respect, and
genuine understanding.

A Personalised Approach That
Puts People First:

No two individuals are the same
and neither are their support
needs. Riverside creates tailored
care plans shaped around each
person’s preferences, abilities,
and lifestyle. Whether someone
needs short visits, longer sup-
port or a more flexible schedule,
we adapt to what works best
for them. We also take great
care to match our carers to cli-
ents whenever possible, helping
build strong, trusting relation-
ships that make every visit more
meaningful.

Local Carers with Local
Knowledge:

One of the greatest strengths of
Riverside is our team. Our carers
and Managers all live and work
in the Wyre Forest, bringing lo-
cal insight and a real sense of
community connection. This
means quicker response times,
continuity of care and a level of
understanding that comes from
supporting the area you call
home. Choosing Riverside also
supports local employment and
we are incredibly proud to be a
long established provider within
the community.

Peace of Mind for Families:
We understand how important
communication is. Families re-

ceive regular updates and reas-
surance, knowing their loved one
is comfortable, safe, and respect-
ed. All our carers are fully trained,
professional and  passionate
about delivering the highest
standard of support. When we
say we take the stress and worry
away, we truly mean it.

Looking Ahead:

Home care allows people to
stay independent for longer and
offers a positive alternative to

TRUSTED CARE
RIGHT AT HOME

residential care. It helps clients
remain active in their community,
maintain their sense of identity,
and continue enjoying the rou-
tines and places that matter most
to them.

Get in touch:

If you are beginning to explore
care options, even if you are un-
sure what you need, we encour-
age you to start the conversation
early. Riverside Home Care is
here to offer friendly guidance,

Monthly Readership 30,000

honest advice and a no obligation
assessment whenever you feel
ready.

Caring for our community is at the
heart of everything we do.

Riverside Home Care Ltd

Tel: 07807200216
www.riversidehomecare.co.uk
Old Anglo House,

Stourport, DY139AW

For 20 Years
RIVERSIDE

HOME CARE LTD
Stourport + Kidderminster - Bewdley

« PERSONAL CARE . MEALS AND DRINKS ASSISTANCE
« LIGHT DOMESTIC TASKS « MEDICATION SUPPORT

« SHOPPING SUPPORT AND

« PHONE CALL CHECKS « HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

We have been supporting families in the Wyre Forest area for
over 20 years and are enormously privileged to have been a

Our mission is simple, to treat everyone that uses
Riverside as family. To offer the care and attention
that we would want for our own mothers, fathers,
grandparents and friends. Having support at home
can be a hugely positive and life enriching experience.

TRIPS

part of so many peoples home care journeys.

A huge part of who we are is the sense of community to where we live - both management and carers
live locally, so you can be at ease that we are never far away and always on hand to guide, reassure

and support you.

T: 01299 823777 E: enquiries@riversidehomecare.co.uk

www.riversidehomecare.co.uk
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www.THEWASHHOUSE.com

Your leading local retailer of
electrical appliances for 40+Years!

10% OFF

installation &
removal with
this advert

More in stock than any local retailer
with collection available 7 days a week!

The Baldwin Centre Go gle
Wilden lane St

iWASIil Stourport-On-Severn %
HOUSE | DY13 9)Y 6—%

Tel: 01299 822031 %
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"PASS
Accounting
TRAINING PROVIDER
AND EXAM VENUE

orse2raorot 2
Sty ik

Mark Garnier

Member of Parliament
for Wyre Forest

Early January, the government
performed its 11th and 12th U-
turns. Number 11 was taxing fam-
ily farms out of existence (they
are only taxing the slighter bigger
ones out of existence now). Num-
ber 12 was financially destroying
pubs with a massive hike in busi-
ness rates.

There'll be more U-turns to come,
but what is extraordinary is just
how blasé the government seems
to be on all this. Ministers, ap-
parently, seem to think it is per-
fectly OK to go back on manifesto
pledges, to sack Labour MPs, only
to make what they were sacked
for a sackable offence if it is now
not supported.

Rachel Reeves and Keir Starmer
used to bang on about sorting
out the mess after the Liz Truss

government. Interestingly, they
seem to have stopped doing
that now.

The reason, | am sure, is that
both Reeves and Starmer are
now more unpopular than Liz
Truss ever was. In fact, accord-
ing to opinion polls, Starmer is
the most unpopular prime min-
ister ever, and Rachel Reeves is
the most unpopular chancellor
since records began.

You can see why. Business con-
fidence is at levels worse than
the height of the pandemic.
Unemployment is up. Economic
growth stagnating. People are
miserable. It is no wonder our
leaders are so unpopular.

But there are two big differenc-
es between Stamer and Reeves,
and Truss.
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The first is that we in the Conserva-
tive Party knew Truss was not who
we thought she was, so we got rid
of her, and we did so quickly. La-
bour is still holding onto their dismal
leaders.

But more importantly, whilst Liz
Truss was certainly incompetent,
she at least had a vision, a north
star that drove her political think-
ing. Her crime, whilst in office,
was that failed to understand how
things worked. But her vision of a
high growth, lower tax economy
was crystal clear. Contrast that
with the Starmer and Reeves show,
and there is no vision of what they
want in our country. And this lack
of a political direction is why it is so
easy for them to talk about growth
and then kill it with taxes, tax about
more jobs then punish employers
for taking on staff, sack Labour MPs
for voting against the two child ben-
efit cap before they remove the cap.
Labour MPs look miserable, but it
is the country | worry about. Just 3
% years to go of this utterly dismal
leader.

Mark holds regular weekly
surgeries: to book an
appointment please
contact his office via:

T: 01562 746771
E:mark.garnier.mp@parliament.uk

Promoted by Mark Garnier,
of 28A Bewdley Road North,
Stourport-on-Severn,

DY13 8PS
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Your important dates:

CLEAN

This Valentine’s Day

SERvICE®
CGOMMERGIAL AND DOMESTIC GUTTER

EXPERTS

- FIRST 25METRES

£3/M AFTER THAT

CALL OR TEXT DAVE

07956 222348

www.squeakycleandave@gmail.com

While you are planning your
dates for Valentine’s Day with
your loved one, there’s other
dates that are as important in
your life and that is the Use
By and the Best Before dates.
While they might look similar,
they mean very different things
for your health and your bin.

The Use By date is for safety.
This label is used for foods like
meat, fish, and soft cheeses.
Even if the food looks and
smells perfectly fine, harmful
bacteria can grow invisibly on
it, so you should not eat food
after this date.

LET’S WASTE LESS

The Best Before date is all For more information on dates and be-
about quality. This is found on ing more #FoodSavvy visit

canned goods, dried pasta, and www.letswasteless.com/foodsavvy.
frozen foods. It's an estimate
of when the food is at its peak
flavour and texture. It is okay
to eat food after this date, if it
looks, smells, and tastes okay.

By checking your dates you
can plan your meals around
the items that are "expiring"
soonest. You eat safely and the
planet gets a break from un-
necessary waste!

#EWvD
SAWY

@>/county council
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Attwood Funeral Directors:

With so many different ways to
have a funeral it is important to
let your nearest and dearest know
what you want.

The non-attended cremation is
becoming very popular as a more
affordable and less fuss way to do
a funeral. At Attwood Funerals
we offer the best value for mon-
ey in the area at £1195. A non-
attended cremation can be ac-
companied by a ceremony round
the ashes later where family and
friends can reminisce at a private
event, enjoy good food and wine
or you can have a ceremony with
the coffin present before the cre-
mation at our offices.

However you may want more of
an occasion for your funeral. A
meeting with one of our team at

Attwood Funerals can help you
make the right choices for you
making the ceremony meaningful
and therapeutic.

We encourage you to make the
event as perfect as possible,
whether that means bringing
flowers from your garden, family
and friends speaking at the cer-
emony, having the ceremony at
home or using an unusual vehicle
as a hearse, family decorating a
cardboard coffin or a locally made
willow coffin.

We are lucky in that we have a
willow grower and coffin maker
in Leominster - Steph at Wegnalls
Willow. Her work is truly beauti-
ful, her coffins are lined with cali-
co and padded with hay. The rope
handles are made with sustainable

Welsh woollen rope. Steph’s coffins
are approved to be used in cremato-
ria - although it seems such a shame
to burn a beautiful work of art.
https:/wegnallswillowcoffins.co.uk
Alternatively you could opt for green
burial.

Westhope Green Burial ground near
Craven Arms is my personal favour-
ite. It is set in an orchard, with a
chapel to use if needed and sheep
graze to keep the grass down.

If you would like to come to a free
Funeral Wishes workshop please
contact Kate on 07806301328 for
the next available date. We can of-
fer practical advice and help you to
avoid spending money on things you
don't need or want therefore keep-
ing the cost down.

THE 2026 HOME RESET

Transform your cluttered home into a calm sanctuary

Over-whelmed by post-Christmas clutter?
Can’t find what you need? Feeling stressed
everytime you walk through the door?

As a Professional Home Organiser trained by
Dilly Carter, from award-winning BBC1
programme Sort Your Life Out, I work alongside
you to create calm, functional spaces that stay
organised.

Book your FREE consultation at
unclutteredbykath.com
and start 2026 with a home you love

SCAN HERE
RO
|2 %p%

i

i
i;
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FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST 1980

WE SELL A RANGE OF RUGS FROM
MODERN TO TRADITIONAL THAT SUIT ANY ROOM

‘WE CAN EDGE YOUR LEFT-OVER CARPET TO CREATE
RUGS, THIS CAN BE DONE WITH A TAPED EDGE OR OVERLOCKED

e

|
I
]
h

|

2l

VISIT US INSTORE TO FIND OUT MORE
UNIT 6, ACORN ENTERPRISE
CENTRE, HOO FARM IND EST,
KIDDERMINSTER, DY11 7RA

M&Mtimber
()

Firewood
For Sale

Get ready for winter and stock up on
kiln dried softwood from M&M Timber

In stock

Kiln dried

Ready to burn, below 20%
moisture content

Bulk bag

Collection from Clows Top

inc VAT

TO ORDER CALL 01299 832611

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm
M&M Timber, Clows Top,
Nr Kidderminster, DY14 9HY
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EMPLOYMENT EDUCATION |SKILLS |TRAINING| WELLBEING
EERS ARE YOU Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for young
w RCS AGED 16-24? adults looking for support/advice on their next steps.

Whether that’s employment, further education,
NOT SURE WHAT apprenticeships, training, or skills, our hubs are here to help.

oascameses YOUR NEXT STEP IS?
:Jolo] @] hoNel | Nel Nell]: : OUR HUBS AREN'T JUST

DEDICATED CAREERS @m ABOUT CAREERS. YOU

WE ‘ AN HELP IF. | = HUBS FOR EXPERT \ CAN ALSO GET
) NE SUPPORT AND o7 > SUPPORT WITH MONEY,
GUIDANCE. ACCESS 1:1 / HOUSING, WELLBEING

* YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A NCIUBING TALORED WHATEVER S ON YoUR
e ' s & ChRTmeos. Mmooy

°® You WANT 'I'o EXPLORE 5 SEARCHES, JOB ' DIRECTION SO YOU

APPLICATIONS, AND FEEL READY FOR

TRAINING OR EDUCATION INTERVICIIERE R WHAT'S NEXT.

e YOU AREN'T SURE WHAT = ? OUR 16-24 CAREER HUB LOCATIONS |
TO DO NEXT 48 | '

BOOK IN! FIND OUT! <

Worce§ter Hub: The Hive, Sawmill Close, The Butts, Worcester, WR13PD
Redditch Hub: Heart of Worcestershire College Peakman Street, Redditch, B98 8DW
The Point at Kidderminster College, Market St, Kidderminster, DY10 1AB

Seetec, District Council Building, Parkside, Market St, Bromsgrove, B61 0AB
Wychavon Hub: WorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE

GET IN TOUCH... ~~'NS80°"- _ GET IN TOUCH

0300 666 3 666 > WWW.CAREERSWORCS.CO.UK

AR CREATING A2, Funded by ] % worcestershire A CREATING &» Funded b
E‘M&éﬁi?ﬁ? ‘2‘% UK Government ocal Enterprise Partnershi bl E- 2 .

R WORCESTERSHIRE'S

AR - & worcestershire
FUTURE WORKFORCE &% UK Government ML fata

Local Enterprise Partnership w>'county council

<=/county council
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Established for
over 35 years

. Why choose NJK

Plumbing & Heating?
Plumbing and heating services throughout
the Wyre Forest o v P e
« Plumbing and heating services
« Gas safety checks
« Fully trained and qualified
« Gas Safe registered
. _‘ + OFTEC registered
S — : « Allwork guaranteed
instaliatons 85 well a8 plaming andgos appiiance | Freeinitial consultations
+ Freesurveys

maintenance
Our Gas Safe and OFTEC registered en?ineers provide . Freequotaﬁons
i

professional, reliable, and high-quality service.

Contact: 01562 633516 or 07973914432 A
Email: sales@njkheating.co.uk Website: www.njkplumbingheating.co.uk [ETEECIR

% Garden Supplies Direct

A local company delivering quality products since 2007.

** Clearance Deals**
Many Products Less than HALF PRICE*

Delivery Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk

DY10,11

Delivery

DY10,11
*Click on the Special SALE BOX to view DEALS*

?,2%:? » | Levington |3
RS Multi with [ Farmyard
@‘{[’39@!" John Innes Manure
® 50ltr o1 S50Itr

% Levington

PEAT FREE
MuLTI

PURPOSE 2 bags

WOLD CHIPPINGS

2 bags ° =

£15 5+ Bags
Only £5.99 ea.

www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk

Call Paul on: 01562 741820 Mob: 07704 346506

February may still feel deep in
winter, but it's one of the most
important months for gardeners.
While the weather can be cold,
wet, and unpredictable, there’s
plenty you can do now to set
yourself up for a thriving spring.
Start by giving your garden a
good tidy. Clear away any fallen
leaves, dead plants, and broken
branches that may have built up
over winter. This not only keeps
things looking neat but also
helps prevent pests and diseas-
es from overwintering. Check
beds and borders for signs of
frost damage and lift any plants
that have suffered. If the ground
isn't frozen, now is a great time
to dig over vegetable beds and
add well-rotted manure or com-

Monthly Readership 30,000

Preparing
for the Season Ahead

post to enrich the soil ready for
planting.

Early sowing can begin indoors
or in a heated greenhouse. Har-
dy seeds such as leeks, onions,
chillies and sweet peas can be
started in trays or modules. Give
them plenty of light and don’t
over-water. If you grow summer-
flowering bulbs, February is the
perfect time to order dahlias, lil-
ies and gladioli so you're ready
to plant them as soon as condi-
tions improve.

For those with fruit trees, get
pruning. Apples and pears ben-
efit from a winter prune to en-
courage healthy growth and
better crops. Remove any dam-

aged, crossing or congested
branches to open up the centre
of the tree. If you have soft fruit
bushes like currants and goose-
berries, prune these too while
they’re dormant.

Don't forget your lawn. Avoid
walking on frozen or water-
logged grass, but if conditions
are mild, you can give the lawn
a light rake to remove debris and
improve air flow.

Above all, February is a month of
planning. Sketch out your plant-
ing ideas, choose seeds, and
prepare the garden so that when
spring arrives, you're ready to hit
the ground running.
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Local Charities and Good Causes
supported in 2025

Bewdley
ROta ry "@’4\ Serving the Wyre Forest

> )
5 o\\;
RNAT\

www.bewdleyrotary.uk

Brookside Family Hub ReadEasy Wyre Forest
Royal Orthopaedic Hospital Trust
SociABLEs Hub

St John’s Ambulance

Bewdley Dementia Support
Bewdley & District Guides
Bewdley Festival
Bewdley Scout Group Stourport & District Stroke Group

Burnaid Welch Gate Community Gardens
Wolfram Syndrome
Wribbenhall Church Children’s Lunches

Wyre Forest Citizens Advice

Heaven on Severn
Far Forest Scouts
Kidderminster Street Pastors
Kidderminster Women’s Refuge Wyre Forest Foodbank

Prostate Cancer Support Wyre Forest 14th Wyre Forest Squirrels

Opportunities for Young People through Rotary Youth Programmes
Rotakids - Young Photographer - Youth Exchange

Young Musician - Rotary Dictionaries in Primary Schools

29th year of supplying the Christmas tree to Bewdley

Aquabox
Planting for Hope Uganda
End Polio Now

Whatever Rotary may mean to us, to the world it will

be known by the results it achieves.
Paul Harris (Founder of Rotary)
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GILBERTS
BLINDS

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Made To Measure Shutters:
» British Made

- Energy Efficient  |FRQY | ‘
« 10YearGaurantee | = (== =1} e

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts

As atrusted local family business with over
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on
offering friendly, professional support, expert
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to
your needs.

Whether you're updating one room or your entire
home, our team is here to help you find the
perfect solution.
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Talk to the experts — contact us today and
transform your windows with style and
confidence!

STOURPORT SHOWROOM

Unit BB, The Baldwin Centre

Wilden Lane

Stourport-on-Severn

(next to The Wash House - Free parking)

UMY

I
(T

=

—
-_—

01299 879779

sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk
Mon-Thurs: 10am—3pm Fri: 10am—-12:30pm
Closed weekends

f GILBERTSBLINDSLTD
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The UK's LARGEST

Stressless Studio

(arters

FURNITURE

Caldwell Mill, Tram St, Kidderminster DY10 1AQ
01562 755766

www.cartersfurnitureonline.co.uk
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Cosy on a Budget:

Affordable Ways to Warm Up Your Home

With energy prices still high and
the chill of winter lingering, Feb-
ruary is a great time to focus on
affordable ways to make your
home feel warm, inviting and
comfortable. The good news is
that you don’t need a big budget
to create a cosy environment
small, thoughtful updates can
make a surprising difference.

Soft furnishings are the quickest
and most cost-effective way to
transform a room. A new throw,
some textured cushions or even
a cosy rug can instantly warm
up a space without breaking
the bank. Look for materials like
fleece, wool blends or chunky
knits to add comfort and depth.
Layering different textures also
helps smaller rooms feel more
luxurious.

Upcycling is another brilliant
option for those watching their
spending. A tired lamp base can

be refreshed with a coat of spray
paint, or a worn piece of furni-
ture can be revived with chalk
paint and new handles. Charity
shops often have hidden gems
vintage mirrors, solid wood side
tables or unique decorative
pieces that can be styled beauti-
fully with a little imagination.
Lighting is often overlooked,
but small changes here have a
big impact. Switching to warmer
bulbs or adding a second lamp to
a room instantly improves ambi-
ence. If you have darker corners,
LED strips or battery-powered
puck lights offer an easy and in-
expensive boost.

Finally, consider adding scent.
Candles, wax melts or essential
oil diffusers help create a calm-
ing atmosphere and make a
home feel more welcoming.

Comfort doesn’t have to cost a
fortune it's all about choosing

small touches that bring warmth,
personality and tranquillity into your
space.
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YOUR5-STAR ,
LOCALEXPERTS .
FULLY INSURED s

ok ke

5615 6 K. Delrring xceplional, G5l serie

§ § IBI‘E;!XENDSCAPING

WELCOME TO DRIVETECH
PERFECTLY CREATED
OUTDOOR SPACES

We offer high-quality paving and land
services in the West Midlands and
Worcestershire, backed by a skilled team with
over a decade of experience. Our aim is to
create stylish, durable, and functional outdoor
spaces tailored to each client's needs.

WITH THtS
MAGAZINE Ap ey

HUGE savings,

Get Ok,

City&s
Guilds qUOTe noW!

Fencing

Google Zbark

5.0 k &k k k&

Driveways Landscaping

LANDSCAPING &
DRIVEWAY EXPERTS

With years of hands-on experience, our skilled team delivers
everything from bespoke block paving and resin driveways to
durable fencing solutions and complete garden makeovers.

Drivetech Patios,
in Driveways, Paving and
Landscaping

Whether it’s a small upgrade or a full redesign, we pride ourselves on
expert workmanship, attention to detail, and exceptional customer
care, serving Kidderminster and the surrounding areas. AT

Driveway Experts =

Patio & Walkways
Artificial Grass

Fence Installs & Repairs
Garden Walls & Steps

CONTACT US

FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

100% Satisfaction

Competitive Quotes b=
Fast Response Times
FREE Advice and Ideas
All Work Fully Insured

Mob: 07411 809 707 Freephone: 0800 191 0584

Web: www.drivetechpatios.co.uk Drivetech Patios & Landscaping
Emuail: drivetechpatios@gmail.com

Scan to visit
us online

20%-
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newwav

THROOMS

o=}
>

Qudlity & Style in Every Bathroom

/ S
NEW SHOWROOM DISPLAYS

OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9AM- 5PM (SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)

BATHROOMS « WETROOMS « EN-SUITES « CLOAKROOMS - TILES
3D DESIGN SERVICE » TRUSTED INSTALLERS ¢ LOCAL & NATIONAL DELIVERY

Unit 1,19 Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF
T 01562 751714 | E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk

WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK
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Grow Green Indoors:

Plants That Thrive in the Darkest Months

February can be a tough month
for houseplants. Short days, low
winter light and central heating
all create conditions that many
plants struggle with. The good
news? There are plenty of vari-
eties that not only survive but
thrive in low-light environments,
making it the ideal time to up-
date your indoor greenery.

The snake plant is one of the
easiest options for beginners.
Its upright leaves and architec-
tural shape look striking in any
room, and it tolerates low light
extremely well. It also requires
very little water—perfect for
busy households. Another ex-

cellent choice is the ZZ plant,
known for its glossy leaves and
tough nature. It can cope with
shady corners and only needs
occasional watering.

Pothos is another winter-friend-
ly favourite. With trailing vines
that look beautiful on shelves
or in hanging planters, pothos
grows happily in indirect light
and is forgiving if you forget to
water it now and again. Ferns
can also do well during the win-
ter months, especially varieties
like the Boston fern, which en-
joys shade and higher humidity.
Bathrooms, utility rooms and
kitchens make ideal spots.

To keep houseplants healthy
through February, remember that
less is more when it comes to water-
ing. Most plants grow slowly at this
time of year and won't appreciate
soggy soil. Rotate pots occasion-
ally to help them catch the available
light evenly, and wipe leaves free of
dust so they can absorb as much as
possible.

With the right picks and a little care,
your home can stay green and vi-
brant—even in the darkest month of
the year.

39
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Kidderminster Memorials
Award winning

DYI17DN
01562 751375

Www.kiddymemorials.com

Before After

* Local trusted family business

Why choose us?

» DBS Checked

* Deepest clean guaranteed
+ Advanced stain removal

I:l v/ Make an appointment » Child & pet friendly products

Get Your free quote today

07930890885 | www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk Google

C3pest

February often brings a burst of
red hearts and novelty décor, but
there are plenty of ways to give
your home a gentle Valentine’s
lift without going overboard.
Instead of committing to bold
crimson walls or themed acces-
sories, consider subtle touches
that warm the space and intro-
duce a feeling of comfort.

Start with colour. Soft blush,
rose and warm neutral tones
work beautifully in living rooms
and bedrooms, especially when
added through cushions, throws
or small decorative pieces.
These shades blend easily with

most existing décor and bring a
cosy undertone that feels per-
fect for this time of year. Layer
in texture to enhance the am-
bience think velvet cushions,
chunky knit throws, or a tactile
rug underfoot.

Lighting plays a major role in
creating a romantic mood. Swap
harsh white bulbs for warm, soft
lighting and use table lamps in-
stead of overhead lights to in-
stantly change a room’s atmos-
phere. Candles are a simple but
effective addition too. Whether
scented or unscented, a few
well-placed candles bring a soft
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Soft Romance:

Subtle Ways
to Warm

This February

glow that transforms the feeling of
a space.

For those planning a quiet Valen-
tine’'s evening at home, a simple
table arrangement can create a spe-
cial moment without fuss. A neutral
runner, a vase of fresh flowers, and
a couple of textured placemats can
turn an everyday dining table into
something elegant.

February doesn’t need to be bold or
themed. With a few thoughtful ad-
justments, you can create a warm,
relaxed home that feels inviting all
month long.
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Sy prvtes BEN A. HAILES

Pomestie Pt LANDSCAPE. MAINTENANCE.
FENCING. TREE CARE
* Grass Cutting * Fencing & Gates *

30 Years Experience

Small Job

Specialist * Paths & Patios * Concrete Bases *

* Decking = Garden Maintenance °
OUR SERVICES

— Z _ . ! * Mini Digger & Operator for Ground Works *

Leaks, Taps, Overflows,
Toilet Flushes, Immersion
Heaters, Showers.

* Turfing = Graveling = Stump Grinding *
» Tree Surgery & Hedge Management «
Replacement and Repair,

* Woodland Management *  City
S\laat:h?:; 5233222?2”'5’ Award Winning * Log Splitting * Decking »+  Guilds

Dishwashers Plumbed In, Plumber . .
Stop Taps + Wood Chipper & Operator Hire
PLUS OUTSIDE TAPS! LOCAL FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE
NO JOB T0O SMALL
CALL TODAY -(7935 278 410

Family Run Business of 30 Years

Visit Our Kidderminster
Showroom!

Call Us For A Free No Obligation Quote.

If you would be interested in a free no-obligation quote,
please contact our sales team.

Appointments available upon request.

FOR EXPERT ADVICE
Visit our Showroom - Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR | Open 8am-5pm Weekdays | 9am-4pm Saturdays
Products Unique, Service Complete

www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk | 01562 822855
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Complimentary Patient Advice: 1-1 Discussion

Come along and meet with Orthopaedic Consultant Mr Sujit

Agarwal, for a complimentary, private, one-to-one discussion. This

is an opportunity to gain expert advice, discuss treatment options

and get your questions answered about hip and knee health - from

managing pain to surgical options, including joint replacements.
6 When: Every Wednesday from 5:00PM

@ Where: Stourside Hospital, 60 Bradley Road, Stourbridge, DY8 1UX

To book; visit stoursidehospital.co.uk/events or call 01384 632 643

Complimentary Mini Cataract Consultations

“Why is my vision cloudy and what should | do next?” Are you
experiencing cloudy vision or concerned about your eye health?

Join us for complimentary mini consultations with Consultant
Ophthalmologist Mr. Shafquat, who will provide expert advice and
answer your questions about cataracts and vision concerns.

6 When: Every Thursday from 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Where: Stourside Hospital, 60 Bradley Road, Stourbridge, DY8 1UX

To book; visit stoursidehospital.co.uk/events or call 01384 632 643

Men’s Health: 1-1 Discussion

Men’s Health 1:1 Discussion with Mr Syed Ali Shahzad, Consultant
Urologist.

5 When: Every Friday from 5:00PM
@ Where: Stourside Hospital, 60 Bradley Road, Stourbridge, DY8 1UX

To book; visit stoursidehospital.co.uk/events or call 01384 632 643

=s West Midlands & Stourside Hospitals

Part of Ramsay Health Care
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NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

Fall Back in Love With Your Kitchen

This Valentine’s Day - With Dream Doors

If your kitchen has lost its spar-
kle over the years, now is the
perfect time to fall back in love
with it. Instead of the disruption,
cost or weeks of mess that come
with a full renovation, a kitchen
makeover offers a smart, af-
fordable and stress-free way to
rekindle the warmth and beauty
of your space. More homeown-
ers are discovering that you can
completely refresh the look of

your kitchen in just a few days,
without removing the existing
layout or cabinetry. Up to 50%
less than a full new kitchen sim-
ply by replacing your doors and
worktops, a makeover gives you
the chance to transform your
home and enjoy your kitchen
again without the hefty price
tag.

It's a practical and eco-conscious

option too. By retaining your
original units, you reduce unnec-
essary waste while still achiev-
ing a modern, stylish finish. And
because most makeovers take
just two to three days, you'll be
enjoying your revitalised kitchen
far sooner than you might ex-
pect ideal for anyone who wants
a fresh new space without the
disruption.

Choosing the right company is
key to ensuring a smooth and
enjoyable experience. A trusted
kitchen makeover specialist
should have a local showroom
where you can see styles, col-
ours and finishes in person
before making decisions. They
should also offer an in-home
consultation, bringing samples
directly to you so you can see
how different options look in
your own lighting. Asking where
the products are made is impor-
tant too, with UK-manufactured
doors and worktops often of-
fering the highest quality and
durability.

Transparency matters just as
much. Not all quotes include

fitting or essential final con-
nections such as electrics, gas
or plumbing, so always check
exactly what is included. A ful-
ly managed service takes the
stress away, ensuring you don't
have to source your own trades-
people. Genuine, independent
customer reviews are also in-
valuable for understanding the
quality of service a company
provides. And any reputable pro-
vider should also handle waste
removal as part of the job, leav-
ing your kitchen clean, fresh and
ready to enjoy.

This level of service is exactly
what you can expect from
Dream Doors just a 15 minute
drive from Kidderminster. Based
in Wordsley, Dream Doors com-
bine experience, craftsmanship
and exceptional customer care.

Owner Chris Drew explains,
“We're a one-stop shop for
kitchens. Our makeovers can
cost up to 50 percent less than
a fully fitted kitchen and by sim-
ply replacing your existing doors
and worktops, you can create a
completely fresh, contemporary
look.”

At the showroom, Gwen, the
Showroom Manager, helps cus-
tomers browse hundreds of
door styles and worktop combi-
nations, offering inspiration and
expert guidance. Once you've
found the styles you love.

Installation is carried out by
Dream Doors own fitting team a
fully managed service by Nathan
our project manager, delivering
high-quality workmanship so
every kitchen looks its absolute
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best. Because Dream Doors uses an
in-house team rather than subcon-
tractors, customers enjoy a smooth
process from initial design through to
the final finish. “Buying your dream
kitchen should be enjoyable,” says
Chris. “We manage everything so the
experience is as easy and stress-free
as possible.”

Whether you want to breathe new life
into your existing kitchen or you're
planning a full installation, Dream
Doors offers the expertise, quality
and personal service needed to help
you fall in love with your kitchen all
over again.

To find out more or book a
consultation:

01384 956119
www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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FURNITURE

Low Sale Prices Plus =~
Interest Free CreditrAvailable
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FREE CREDIT
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MONDAY
STOURPORT 5.30pm & 7pm
The Severns Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport
Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm
Kidderminster Baptist church
Franche road

Kidderminster

Russ 07742 254410

TUESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 9.30am & 11am
St Cecilia's Church

Hoo Road

Kidderminster

Jane 07800889768
KIDDERMINSTER

3.30pm 5pm & 7pm

St. George's Social Club Radford
Avenue

Kidderminster

Net 07989598589

\WEDNESDAY

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm
Kidderminster Baptist church
Franche road

Kidderminster

Russ 07742 254410

KIDDERMINSTER

gam & 10.30am, 5pm & 7pm

St. George's Social Club Radford
Avenue Kidderminster Net
07989598589

STOURPORT 9.30am
Stourport Bowling Club
Lickhill Road, Stourport
Jane 07800889768

BEWDLEY5.30pm & 7pm St
George's Hall

Load Street

Bewdley

Russell 07742254410

THURSDAY
KIDDERMINSTER

9.30am & 11am
Kidderminster CarolinasR.F.C
Marlpool Lane Kidderminster
Paula 07926192600

KIDDERMINSTER 6.00pm
Foley Park Methodist Church
Off Brinton Close
Kidderminster

Rachel 07907033347

STOURPORT

5pm & 7pm

The Severns Club
Lickhill Road, Stourport
Lisa 07906 989728

touching hearts, changing lives

Worl

Simmin

—

FRIDAY

STOURPORT 9.30am & 11am
The Severns Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER

9am & 10.30am
Kidderminster Carolinas R.F.C
Marlpool Lane

Paula 07926192600

SATURDAY

KIDDERMINSTER
7.30am, gam & 10.30am
St Mary's Church
Churchfields
Kidderminster

Kerry 07936495211

STOURPORT 8am & 9.30am
The Cornerstone Rooms
(part of the Stourport Baptist
Church)

Minster Road, Stourport
Paula 07926192600

ceal f00d, veal support, veal results
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Healthy Hearts Month:

Small Changes That
Make a Big Difference

February may be best known
for Valentine’s Day, but it’s also
Healthy Hearts Month - a timely
reminder that looking after your
heart isn't just about romance.
It's about the everyday choices
we make that help us stay ac-
tive, feel better and protect our
long-term health.

One of the simplest ways to sup-
port your heart is to keep mov-
ing. Walking is accessible, free
and incredibly effective. Just
twenty to thirty minutes a day
can improve circulation, help
lower blood pressure and lift
your mood. Whether it's a brisk
walk through the park, parking
a little further away when run-
ning errands, or enjoying a short
stroll after dinner, it all counts.
The most important thing is con-

sistency - even small amounts
of movement soon add up.
Another positive change comes
from reducing how much salt we
eat. Too much salt can increase
blood pressure, which puts extra
strain on the heart. Much of our
salt intake comes from every-
day foods such as bread, sauces
and ready meals, often without
us realising. Simple steps like
tasting food before adding ex-
tra salt, flavouring meals with
herbs, spices, garlic or lemon,
and choosing reduced-salt op-
tions can make a noticeable dif-
ference over time without sacri-
ficing taste.

Stress is another factor that
can quietly affect heart health.
While it's impossible to remove
stress completely, finding small

moments of calm can help protect
both your heart and your overall
wellbeing. Something as simple
as stepping outside for fresh air,
taking a few deep breaths before
bed, or making time for an activity
you genuinely enjoy can help your
body reset and unwind.

Healthy Hearts Month isn't about
doing everything perfectly. It's
about making small, realistic
changes that fit into everyday
life. One extra walk, one less salty
meal, or one moment of calm each
day can all contribute to a healthi-
er heart. This February, take a little
time to look after yours - it works
hard for you every single day.
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Most of us spend more time on
our phones and screens than we
realise. From checking messages
first thing in the morning to
scrolling late at night, constant
screen time has quietly become
part of everyday life. While tech-
nology keeps us connected, too
much of it can affect both our
sleep and our mood.

Using screens late into the even-
ing can interfere with sleep,
as the light from phones and
tablets can disrupt the body’s

Digital Detox:

Switching Off Without

Missing Out

natural wind-down process.
Poor sleep, in turn, can leave us
feeling tired, irritable and less
able to cope with daily stresses.
Constant notifications and end-
less scrolling can also increase
feelings of anxiety and make it
harder to fully switch off.

A digital detox doesn't mean
giving up technology altogether.
Small, realistic changes can make
a big difference. Try putting your
phone away an hour before bed,
using that time to read, stretch

o« Fully Equipped and Certified.

or simply relax. You could also
experiment with a screen-free
Sunday, or set certain times of day
where phones are put to one side,
such as during meals.

The key is balance, not guilt. Tech-
nology is part of modern life, and
there’s no need to feel bad about
using it. By creating healthier
boundaries with screens, you can
enjoy the benefits of being con-
nected while still protecting your
wellbeing.

o Al aspects of Tree Surgery covered

e Jtedge Cutting
e Garden Works

wyretreeservicea@gmail.com

Stefan - 07527787125

Monthly Readership 30,000

HYPOXI

design your body

® Personalised and dedicated 1:1 HYPOXI Coach support 24/7 e Appointmentonly e Full sanitize between clients ® Guaranteed results

INA ey P

The natural alternative to tummy tucks and liposuction

" didn't recognise my body atter grief, illness and
menopause. HYFOX/ chonged &/éf)/f%/ﬂj. ! look and Feel wiy
best ever”

Back fat creases gone
Tummy flattened
Bum lifted
Cellulite gone

AFTER 8 P . AFTER 8
BEFORE WEEKS Skin tlghtened BEFORE WEEKS
HyPoxIe W HYPOXI®

© hypoxi_worcestershire | 4 Rejuvenateathypoxi | Call Us: 01562 740840 | www.rejuvenateathypoxi.co.uk
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ELLE JAY
AESTHETICS

AESTHETIC PROCEDURES TO NATURALLY ENHANCE YOUR

APPEARANCE AND CREATE A YOUTHFUL LOOK

Lindsey has been in nursing for over 30

SCAN TO BOOK!

years, currenly working as an Advanced
Nurse Practitioner.

Lindsey takes pride in treating people as
indiviudals and working with them to
achieve realistic goals and help them
make informed decisions about their
treatment.

TREATMENTS INCLUDE

Anti wrinkle | Dermal fillers | Body sculpting | Skin analysis
Minor surgery for lumps and bumps | Mole analysis | Laser hair removal
Tattoo removal | Radio frequency microneedling | CO2 fractional laser | Chemical peels

GET IN TOUCH!

BOOK A CONSULTATION TODAY
f ¢ 07743 118 137 ™ info@ellejayaesthetics.co.uk
www.ellejayaesthetics.co.uk

5-7 Lombard Street, Stourport-on-Severn, Wrocs DY13 8DP
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Seasonal Spotlight:

Root Vegetables - Februarys Winter Favs!

As winter lingers, root
vegetables come into
their own hearty, ver-
satile and packed with
flavour. Grown beneath
the soil, they thrive in
colder months and are
at their best right now,
making them a perfect
choice for seasonal
cooking.

Carrots, parsnips,
swede, celeriac, beet-
root and turnips are
winter kitchen staples,
offering natural sweet-
ness and depth once
roasted, slow-cooked or
baked. They're afford-
able, locally available

and ideal for comforting

meals on chilly evenings.

One of the simplest and
most satisfying ways to
enjoy root vegetables is
roasting. A mix of car-
rots, parsnips and beet-
root tossed with olive
oil, thyme and a touch
of honey brings out
their natural caramel-
ised flavours. Serve as

a side to Sunday roasts
or add crumbled feta for
an easy midweek dish.

For something a little
more indulgent, a root
vegetable gratin is a
true seasonal winner.
Thinly slice potatoes,

celeriac and parsnips,
layer with garlic, cream
and a sprinkle of nutmeg,
then bake until golden
and bubbling. It's perfect
alongside roasted meats
or as a comforting veg-
etarian main.

Root vegetables also

shine in soups and stews.

A slow-cooked celeriac
and apple soup offers a
subtle sweetness, while
swede and carrot add
richness to casseroles
and pies. Even mash can
be elevated by blending
potato with parsnip or
carrot for extra flavour.
As we look towards

53

spring, root vegetables
remind us that seasonal
eating doesn't have to be
complicated. With simple
techniques and a little
creativity, these humble
ingredients deliver
warmth, nourishment
and real winter comfort.
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PAISLEY /| NO.106

Fixed-Price Lunch
2-Courses £20 3-Courses £25

Tuesday to Saturday, 11:30am - 3pm

T 01299 333337 E bookings@paisleyat106.co.uk
106 Minster Road, Stourport, Worcestershire, DY13 S8AB

paisleyat106 'f Paisley at 106 www.paisleyat106.co.uk
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Red velvet pancakes
The perfect Valentines day treat

Ingredients

©200g self raising flour
o2 thsp cocoa powder
o1 tsp baking powder
o1 thsp golden caster sugar
o tsp vanilla extract
e230ml milk

3 eggs

e25g butter

ered gel food colouring
For the toppings

©100g cream cheese
o4 thsp maple syrup
©100g chocolate chips
eicing sugar

For dusting

ehandful blueberries

Method

Step 1

Mix all of the pancake ingredients (ex-
cept the food colouring) together in
a large bowl, whisk thoroughly until
smooth. Now add a small amount of
red food colouring and mix again. Add
more colouring until the batter is a rich
reddish brown.

Step 2

Put a small knob of butter in a large
non-stick frying pan over a medium-
low heat and cook until melted and
foaming. Pour 2 tbsp of the mixture
into the pan and use the back of the
spoon to shape it into a 8-9cm round
disc. Depending on the size of your
pan you may be able to get 2 or 3 pan-
cakes to cook at the same time. Cook
for 2-3 mins on the first side, then flip
over and cook for another 1 min on the
other.

Step 3

Heat oven to its lowest setting and
stack up the cooked pancakes on a
baking tray to keep warm in the oven
while you cook the rest. In a small
bowl mix together the cream cheese
and maple syrup then set aside until
needed. To serve, stack the pancakes
with the cream cheese mixture and
chocolate chips in between them then
finish with a final dollop of the cream
cheese, a dusting of icing sugar and a
few fresh blueberries if you like.
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THE KiNGSEORD PUB WOLVERLEY

Find us on Kingsford Caravan Park, Sladd Lane, Wolverley DY11 STA
Facebook Telephone: 01562916219 | 07817464577 Email: hickys@aol.com

Frank Sinatra
meels
Michael Buble
‘When Two musical worlda collide

WWW.MJEMANAGEMENT.COM/CELINEDION =~

B i s e Tuesday Tribute Night . OUR I:”IRST
Friday Night Chow
Rh Febrany ‘Celine Dion’
Sinatra meets LBuble

£6 a ticket
BOOKINGS 07956226068 £IO & :. n :
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THE ROSE THEATRE |KIDDE

ul

RMINSTER

Box Office: 01562 743745 | www.rosetheatre.co.uk

T BALAD O A

® Beth Flintoff’s

| MTEN

The haunting tale of the infamous murder in the red barn.

28 - 28" February 2026

THE ROSE THEATRE |KIDDE

RMINSTER

Box Office: 01562 743745 | www.rosetheatre.co.uk

BAR COSTUME

The best seat in the house

is wai’(ing for gou!

ACTOR " DIRECTOR

SET  TECH  FRONT ~ BACK
TEAM  DESIGN  yousg  STAGE

Email membership@mse’(hea‘(re.co.uk for more details

THE ROSE THEATRE | KIDDERMINSTER
BOX OFFICE: 01562 743745 | www.rosetheatre.co.uk

1€ AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY

16™ - 21° March 2026

The Rose Theatre Kidderminster

www.rose_théatre.co.uk
Box Office 01562 743745

PROMPT

Perform
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BEEGEES

r

Live In Concert

Jive Talkin

Returning to The Civic, Stourport

One of the UK’s most celebrated
tribute acts returns to The Civic,
Stourport, as Jive Talkin bring
their acclaimed Bee Gees show
back to the stage this February.
Widely regarded as the original
and definitive Bee Gees tribute,
Jive Talkin hold a unique place
in music history as the only
Bee Gees tribute act to have
performed with the original
Bee Gees themselves. In 1997,
brothers Gary and Darren Sim-
mons appeared live on Heart
FM alongside Barry and Maurice
Gibb, receiving glowing praise
from the legendary duo.

True to the spirit of the Bee
Gees, Jive Talkin is a family af-
fair. Gary and Darren take on the

roles of Barry and Maurice Gibb,
with Darren’s son Jack complet-
ing the trio as Robin Gibb. They
are supported by a superb four-
piece band featuring lead guitar,
violin, cello and drums, ensur-
ing the unmistakable Bee Gees
sound is recreated with preci-
sion and authenticity.

The group’s reputation speaks
for itself, with critics and audi-
ences alike praising their sound-
alike quality and stage presence.
Endorsements from both the
music press and the Gibb broth-
ers underline just how close this
performance comes to the real
thing.

Expect a two-hour celebration
packed with classic hits includ-
ing Night Fever, Massachusetts,
Stayin’ Alive, Tragedy and Jive
Talkin’. For fans of the Bee Gees,
this promises an evening of nos-
talgia, harmony and timeless
music.

Thursday 27 February 2026
Start time: 7.30pm

Tickets: £26

(Adults & Concessions)

Book your tickets or find our
more at:
www.thecivicstourport.co.uk
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Try Our Fresh ~ o .
Nardei A Musical Evening

Sewed Lunch : IR At Kidderminster Town Hall
& Dinner o
6 February, bringing together three

PlMS our delicious 2 and 3 Restourant- & /Bar | Venue standout acts for a night of vocal
COLLTSQ Set Lu‘nch Menus harmony, style and showmanship.
WI” be avallable eaCh Tenuto Singing Group open the

weekday.’ evening with their powerful blend
[ of voices, combining opera, musical
theatre and classic pop favourites.
Dine in a historic setting. Formally a church and school, With members whose experience
spans the BBC, West End, televi-

transformed into a beautiful restaurant in the heart of sion and international cruise com-
panies, Tenuto deliver polished
performances packed with charm,

dishes made from the freshest ingredients, ensuring a fun and impressive vocal harmony.

Kidderminster Town Hall hosts a
special musical evening on Thursday

Kidderminster. Our menu offers a variety of delectable

delightful culinary experience for all our guests! Next up is The Lady & The Sax, [ RICHARD RYAN

an award-winning vocal and N R AY - NEIL GREENWAY
saxophone duo known for their \« A R DAVID LAWRENCE
high-energy performances. Fea- ¢ S AA M a -
turing the sensational vocals of

Chloe Barry alongside multi-in-

strumentalist Sam Pagett, their

mix of swing, blues and rock 'n’

roll has earned them a loyal fol-

lowing across  Worcestershire,

Shropshire and the West Midlands.

Completing the line-up is David

Open Wednesday—Sundqy Lawrence, an accomplished cabaret
performer whose career includes

Lunch Served 12-2:30pm - Dinner Served 5:30pm - 8:45pm major theatre productions, cruise ;PONSOREDBY/\_/
Sunday Lunch Served 12-4:45pm performances and _appearances @‘CII A

3 A . with the D-Day Darlings. A com- - Might
Book early to avoid disappointment manding stage presence and rich - — igess> ARTISAN

vocal style have seen him enter- h START 19.30 TICKETS £15.00
01562 320420 tain audiences nationwide, from

theatres to prestigious venues.
Church Street, Kidderminster DY102AR . . Book tickets here:
BOOK ONLINE: www.thechurchvenue.com e e amisan! Lidderminstertownhall.org.uk

live entertainment not to be missed.

n The Church Restaurant & Bar @ thechurch.dy10
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CHADDESLEY CORBETT

3 COURSE CARVERY £10.00 (IF PAYING BY CASH)

Please note there is a £1 discount if paying cash as we’d simply rather give it
our customers rather than the banks
Mon-Sat 12-2pm & 5-8pm BOOKING ADVISED

Chaddesley Corbett
Near Kidderminster DY 10 4QN
Tel 01562 777247

thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk
email: thefoxchaddesley@outlook.com
Traditional pub menu also available

Food Served All Day | Monday - Saturday 12-8pm | Sunday 12-6pm
A Giles Family Carvery @©

Forest Sound Bath
in the Wyre Forest

If you're looking for a peaceful
and restorative experience in
nature, the Forest Sound Bath in
the Wyre Forest offers the per-
fect opportunity to slow down
and switch off. Hosted by Wild-
love Yoga, this immersive ses-
sion takes place in a cosy forest
setting, surrounded by trees and
the natural calm of the wood-
land.

A sound bath is a deeply relax-
ing, meditative experience rath-
er than a performance. Partici-
pants are invited to lie back or
sit comfortably while soothing
sounds from crystal and Tibetan
singing bowls, gongs, chimes and
gentle percussion wash over the
space. The session begins with a

Ay,

guided body scan, helping release
tension and quiet the mind before
the sound journey begins.

Set within the forest environ-
ment, the experience combines
the grounding presence of nature
with carefully curated sound-
scapes designed to reduce stress,
encourage deep rest and restore
balance. No prior experience is
needed — just bring along blan-
kets, cushions or anything else
that helps you feel warm and
comfortable.

The session lasts just over an hour
and is held in a calm, distraction-
free atmosphere, allowing partici-
pants to fully relax and reconnect
with themselves and the forest

'BEUU&BB‘ = ﬂ Follow us on Facebook

' Bewdley Station

Support us through -
easyfundraising S
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FOREST SOUND BATH

surroundings.
Places are limited and booking is
essential.

If you're in need of some winter
calm, this is a wonderful way to
reset, recharge and experience
the Wyre Forest from a new,
tranquil perspective.

To book visit:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/forest-
sound-bath-in-the-wyre-forest-

The Railway and Fund
Shop reopen on Sat 14t
February.

Tues, Wed and Thurs
during half term week,
Paddington will be at the
Engine House in Highley at
regular intervals. Please
book online for his visit.

Sat 28t and Sun 1t March
is our Branchline
Weekend. Details are on
the SVR website.

The Shop will be open on
all operating days (subject
to volunteer availability)
Please see our Facebook
page for opening times.
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February may be the short-
est month of the year, but it
can be one of the toughest on
your car. Cold mornings, damp
roads and reduced daylight all
take their toll, making this a
good time for local drivers to
stay on top of essential checks.

After a long winter, tyres should
be a priority. Cold temperatures
reduce tyre pressure, which
can affect handling and fuel ef-
ficiency. A quick pressure check
including the spare can im-
prove safety and save money at
the pump. While you're there,
keep an eye on tread depth, es-
pecially with wet weather still
very much part of daily driving.

Battery issues are another com-

mon winter problem. If your
car has struggled to start
recently, February is the
month to get it tested be-
fore it fails completely. Short
journeys around town, com-
mon at this time of vyear,
don't always give batteries
enough time to recharge fully.

Visibility is also key. Muddy
roads and salty spray can quick-
ly coat headlights and wind-
screens. Top up washer fluid
with a proper winter mix and
replace worn wiper blades to
keep your view clear on darker
evenings and early mornings.

February is also a good time
to plan ahead. With spring
around the corner, book-

ing a service or MOT early
can help avoid last-minute
stress. Many local garages of-
fer winter health checks, giving
peace of mind before tempera-
tures rise and travel increases.

Finally, remember that driv-
ing conditions can still change
quickly. Frosty patches linger
on shaded roads, particularly
in rural parts of the Wyre For-
est, so easing off the accelera-
tor and allowing extra stopping
distance remains  essential.

A little care now can prevent
costly repairs later and help
ensure safer, smoother
motoring as we head

towards spring.
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20% OFF

SOMNUS & HARRISON SPINKS
Double Mattresses from £719

Harrison Spinks

The True Bedmakers

Carters, New Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1AQ
cartersfurnitureonline.co.uk | Large FREE car park

01562 66396
Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm
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Kidderminster Harriers head into February in confi-
dent mood, currently sitting fourth in the National
League North, firmly in the play-off places and well
within touching distance of the league’s leading
pack. A consistent run of performances has kept the
Harriers among the promotion contenders as the
season moves into a crucial phase.

February begins with a testing away trip to Mac-
clesfield on Tuesday 3rd (7.45pm), followed by an-
other challenging journey to Spennymoor Town on
Saturday 7th (3pm). A return to Aggborough comes
on Tuesday 10th February, when Merthyr Town visit
for an evening kick-off under the lights.

Flexible
Finance
Options

T & C's Apply

February Diary

Mid-month sees Harriers travel to Darlington on
Saturday 14th, a fixture that is always physical and
fiercely contested. Supporters can then look forward
to home action again on Saturday 21st February, as
Southport come to town.

The month closes with a midweek away match at
Marine on Tuesday 24th, before a tough final test at
Chorley on Saturday 28th February.

With the table tightly packed at the top, February’s
run of fixtures could play a decisive role in shaping
Kidderminster Harriers’ promotion ambitions as they
continue their push for a strong finish to the season.

Windows | Doors | Conservatorles | Orangeries
Kidderminster & Worcester showrooms open 7 days a week

www.5starwindows.co.uk 01562 60800 OIS

5 STAR
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THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

N

Ied v

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services - Bespoke Funeral Arrangements - Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles - Complimentary Bereavement Counselling
Memorials Stones - Floristry - Pre Paid Funeral Plans

B AUNTS

ofSTOURPORT

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Gaunts of Kidderminster
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road
Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

Gaunts of Stourport
107 The Birches, Stourport-on-Severn
Worcestershire , DY13 9NR

01562 54 1062
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

01299 879 090
www.gauntsofstourport.co.uk



DREAM DOORS®

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

QUALITY KITCHEN MAKEOVERS

by simply replacing the doors and worktops

FREE coffee machine with
every order over £5,000%*

_—

FAMILY RUN
BUSINESS /A%

BEFORE

MODERN CLASSIC TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

> Up to 50% less than a fully 86 Lawnswood Road,
fitted kitchen Wordsley, DY8 5NA

dudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

> Replacement kitchen doors X
Call us now for a free estimate:

> Cost effective mad.e to measure solution 01384 956119
> Worktops and appliances 01562 541208

> Quick installation in 2-3 days by ch
eckatrade.
local professionals Where reputaton et 98/10

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

* T&C apply. See in store for more details.




