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• LandLords Gas safety certifications
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across generations.
In Stourport, crowds gathered 
at the Memorial Park, where the 
River Severn provided a peace-
ful backdrop to a moving service 
led by local clergy. The turnout 
was one of the largest in recent 
years, with young people from 
the Scouts, Guides and Army 
Cadets taking a proud part in 
proceedings. The town’s band 
played traditional hymns, echo-
ing through the crisp November 
air.

Meanwhile, Bewdley’s ceremo-
ny brought together residents 
along the picturesque riverside. 
The service outside St Anne’s 

Remembrance Sunday in the Wyre Forest: 
A United Community Pays Tribute

Across the Wyre Forest, hun-
dreds gathered this Remem-
brance Sunday to honour those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in service of their country. From 
Kidderminster to Stourport and 
Bewdley, communities came 
together in quiet reflection and 
heartfelt gratitude.

In Kidderminster, veterans, ca-
dets, councillors and families 

lined the streets for the an-
nual parade from the Town Hall 
to the War Memorial. As the 
clock struck eleven, the town 
fell silent, the only sound the 
haunting notes of the bugler’s 
Last Post. Wreaths were laid by 
representatives of the armed 
forces, emergency services, lo-
cal schools and community or-
ganisations  a touching reminder 
that remembrance is shared 

Church was marked by dignity 
and reflection, with many paus-
ing to remember loved ones lost 
in both world wars and more re-
cent conflicts.

Across all three towns, the sight 
of poppies, uniforms, and bowed 
heads painted a powerful pic-
ture of community unity and 
respect. These moments of re-
membrance serve as a poignant 
reminder that while time moves 
on, the debt of gratitude owed 
to the fallen remains eternal.
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Local News 
All Aboard! 

There’s something truly magical 
about Christmas at the Severn 
Valley Railway, where festive 
sparkle meets vintage charm. 
This year, the ever-popular San-
ta’s Steam Specials return, offer-
ing local families the chance to 
step back in time and experience 
the wonder of Christmas in a 
beautifully restored steam car-
riage.

Departing from Kidderminster 
Station, your adventure begins 
the moment you step aboard. 
The gentle chuff of the steam 
engine and the scent of coal 
smoke set the scene as you jour-
ney through the stunning Severn 
Valley to Arley Station, where the 
real excitement awaits. Families 
are treated to a live theatrical 
performance, The Great Christ-
mas Train Rescue, featuring San-
ta himself, his mischievous elves 

Christmas Magic with the Severn Valley Rail-
way

and a brave polar bear named 
Polly. With professional puppet-
ry directed by Matthew Forbes 
best known for his work on the 
National Theatre’s War Horse 
this heart-warming show brings 
festive storytelling to life in spec-
tacular fashion.

Of course, no Christmas trip 
would be complete without gifts 
and treats! Every child receives a 
special present from Santa, while 
adults can enjoy a seasonal sweet 
treat during the ride. Adding to 
the joy, each child also receives a 
complimentary “Freedom of the 
Line” ticket, valid for a return visit 
in the 2026 season  a wonderful 
reason to return.

Running from 29 November to 
24 December, the event includes 
a specially adapted “Relaxed” 
performance on selected dates, 

designed for guests who prefer 
a calmer, more sensory-friendly 
experience. With reduced sound 
levels, softer lighting and fewer 
passengers, it ensures everyone 
can enjoy the magic of Christmas 
at their own pace.

Whether it’s your first visit or part 
of an annual family tradition, San-
ta’s Steam Specials offer a unique 
way to celebrate the season. The 
combination of nostalgic train 
travel, live entertainment and fes-
tive cheer makes this one of the 
Wyre Forest area’s most enchant-
ing Christmas experiences.

Tickets often sell quickly, so early 
booking is advised. For dates, 
times and prices, 
visit www.svr.co.uk.

Buy your
 Christmas Tree 

from Cook’s 
and get a 

£5 voucher 
to spend on 
decorations! 

for display purposes, voucher given when tree purchased

Over 40 years

experience

 of sellin
g

Christmas Trees!

Cook’s Garden Centre
26, Worcester Road, Stourport on Severn,

Worcestershire, DY13 9PB
01299 826169
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Kidderminster’s 
Historic Piano Building 
Hits All the Right Notes

Kidderminster’s famous Piano 
Building, a much-loved local 
landmark overlooking the canal 
at Weavers Wharf, has been 
given a spectacular new lease of 
life following a major refurbish-
ment. Originally built in 1867 as 
a wool warehouse for Brinton’s 
Carpets, this Grade II listed gem 
has undergone a sensitive trans-
formation that blends its indus-
trial heritage with a modern vi-
sion for the town’s future.
The newly restored Piano Build-
ing now offers around 29,000 
square feet of high-quality 
commercial space, designed to 
welcome a vibrant mix of of-
fices, leisure outlets, cafés and 
restaurants. Its revival marks a 
major milestone in the ongoing 
regeneration of Kidderminster, 
bringing fresh energy and op-
portunity to the heart of the 
town centre.

The project, delivered by Wyre 
Forest District Council with 
support from the Government’s 
Levelling Up Fund, has been 
carefully designed and con-
structed by local contractors 
Speller Metcalfe. The result is an 
inspiring example of how herit-
age buildings can be adapted for 
modern use without losing their 

character. The building’s curved 
façade – which earned it the 
nickname ‘The Piano’ – remains 
beautifully intact, while its in-
teriors now feature open-plan 
layouts, exposed brickwork, and 
state-of-the-art facilities fit for 
contemporary business and lei-
sure.

As part of the wider town centre 
regeneration strategy, the Piano 
Building is expected to become 
a hub for enterprise, creativity 
and social life, encouraging more 
people to work, visit and spend 
time in Kidderminster. With its 
prime canal-side location and 
eye-catching architecture, it’s 
already attracting interest from 
prospective tenants looking for 
a unique space that combines 
history, style and function.

This ambitious project repre-
sents more than just the restora-
tion of a building – it’s a symbol 
of civic pride and confidence in 
Kidderminster’s future. The Pi-
ano Building stands once again 
as a striking focal point of the 
town, harmonising heritage with 
progress and proving that, when 
the community and council work 
together, the results can be truly 
transformative.

For more information about the 
project and upcoming develop-
ments, visit 
www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk.
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family 
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an 
excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by 
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% 
of providers in England

Professional care and 
support in your own home

Our dedicated Care Team are here to 
help support you with 24/7 care provision 
should it be required. At TLC Care At 
Home, we are dedicated to supporting 
people with wide range of needs, including 
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical 
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory 
Impairments and supporting our aging 
population.

Depending on your individual needs, we 
can offer varying degrees of support from 
young adults to very mature people. TLC 
Care at Home are here to help anyone 
who requires care and support to enable 
them to remain living at home for as long 
as it is safe to do so.

• Domiciliary Care

• Palliative care

• Personal care

• 24 hour care

• Companionship

• Dementia Care

• Overnight Care

• Elderly Care

• Care for young adults

• Supporting younger people

• Domestic services: cleaning, cooking, 
   washing and shopping

• Collections of pensions or prescriptions

• Trips out and about

Comprehensive range of 
care services

Please contact us now for more information 
Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com



SEAMLESS GUTTERING SOLUTIONS 
for the Worcestershire area
Professionally installed and made to measure onsite 
from pre-coloured aluminium coil, roll formed in continuous 
lengths of up to 30 metres.

BENEFITS: 
• Leak free and colourfast 
• Minimal maintenance 
• 30 years plus life expectancy 
• BBA certified 
• Environmentally responsible 
     solution - no waste 
• Cost comparable to UPVC 
• Approved installer network

Enhance your home’s appearance 
with durable seamless guttering.

07889 085401 / 07747058189
rebecca@bluebuildinganddesign.com

For enquires, please contact us via FB, via email or WhatsApp for a quote:

Park for Free After 3 This Christmas
There’s some festive good news 
for shoppers, diners and Christ-
mas revellers across the Wyre 
Forest – parking in all Wyre For-
est District Council car parks will 
be free after 3pm from Monday 
to Friday, 1st to 24th December.
The “Park for Free After 3” initia-
tive has become a much-loved 
part of the council’s Christmas 
calendar, designed to encourage 
residents to shop local and enjoy 
everything our towns have to 
offer during the festive season. 
Whether you’re picking up gifts, 
enjoying a festive drink with 
friends or simply soaking up the 
lights and atmosphere, you can 
now do so without worrying 
about the parking meter.

The scheme applies to all 
council-owned car parks across 
Kidderminster, Bewdley and 
Stourport-on-Severn, though 
drivers should note that pri-
vate car parks, such as Weav-
ers Wharf in Kidderminster, are 
not included. To take advantage, 
simply park between 3pm and 

6pm, display a valid ticket, and 
enjoy free parking within that 
window. It’s a simple but effec-
tive way to make visiting our 
town centres easier and more 
affordable during what can be a 
busy and costly time of year.
Councillor Nathan Desmond, 
Cabinet Member for Operation-
al Services, said the initiative is 
all about community spirit and 
supporting the local economy:
“It’s a great opportunity to sup-
port our local businesses. This 
offer makes it easier than ever 
to shop local, enjoy what’s on 
our doorstep, and help our high 
streets thrive.”

With independent retailers, 
cafés, and restaurants offering 
plenty of festive treats, there’s 
never been a better time to ex-
plore what’s right here in the 
Wyre Forest. From twinkling 
lights along the canal to bustling 
Christmas markets and family-
friendly entertainment, our 
towns have so much to enjoy 
this December.

So, if you’re planning an afternoon 
or early evening trip into town, 
why not head in after 3pm, park 
for free, and spend a few hours 
making the most of our wonder-
ful local shops and eateries? It’s a 
small gesture that makes a big dif-
ference – helping our high streets 
shine bright this Christmas.
For full details, visit: 
www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk.
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Jelleymans Theatrical 
Victorian Craft Market
Set against the picturesque 
backdrop of the River Stour, Jel-
leyman’s Heritage Arts Charity 
(JHAC) continues to prove that 
small acts of kindness can spark 
lasting change. What began as 
a mission to preserve a remark-
able piece of Kidderminster’s in-
dustrial heritage has grown into 
something far greater  a hub that 
supports vulnerable people, nur-
tures creativity, and provides a 
welcoming home for local busi-
nesses and artists alike.

In these challenging times, that 
mission has never felt more im-
portant. And it’s made possible 
by a community that cares  from 
generous sponsors to 
dedicated volunteers and sup-
portive neighbours. JHAC ex-
tends heartfelt thanks to all 
who make their work possible, 
including sponsors such as 
Bond Worth Limited, Clearview 
Environmental (Midlands) Ltd., 
and Oz’s Golden Gardens. Their 
generosity goes beyond fund-
ing they give time, expertise, 
and belief in the charity’s vision. 
With their help, every donation 
stretches further, facilities im-

prove, and opportunities grow.

This December, JHAC invites 
everyone to step back in time 
for Jelleyfest 5: A Victorian Af-
fair  a spectacular Christmas 
event taking place on 6th and 
7th December. The huge hall 
will be transformed into a tra-
ditional Victorian street market, 
brought to life by the creativity 
of the Crafty Jelley team. Ex-
pect festive craft stalls, delicious 
food and drink, live music, and 
of course, a visit from Father 
Christmas himself. Children who 
arrive in Victorian costume will 
even receive a special gift!

Visitors can also take part in a 
Christmas Tree Competition, 
voting for their favourite among 
dozens of beautifully decorated 
trees  each sponsored by lo-
cal businesses such as Eden 
Midcalf and Gemini Packaging, 
and adorned by local volunteer 
groups. Admission is free, mak-
ing it a perfect festive day out 
for all ages.

Beyond events, JHAC offers 
a range of venue hire options  

from bright meeting rooms to a 
grand hall ideal for celebrations, 
workshops, or community gather-
ings. By hiring space at JHAC, visi-
tors directly support the charity’s 
work, helping to fund projects 
that make a real difference in peo-
ple’s lives.

Looking ahead, the charity’s am-
bitions continue to grow. With 
the ongoing support of sponsors, 
volunteers, and the wider Kid-
derminster community, JHAC is 
determined to expand its reach, 
enhance its heritage site, and pro-
vide even more opportunities for 
creativity, connection, and care.

So, whether you’d like to vol-
unteer, book a space, attend an 
event, or simply drop in to see 
what’s new, JHAC welcomes you 
with open arms. Every action, no 
matter how small, helps strength-
en the heart of the community — 
turning compassion into action, 
and action into lasting change.

https://www.jhac.co.uk
Phone: 07534026584
Email: info@jhac.co.uk

NOW IN STOCK

20kg  
HOMEFIRE 

ECOAL

HOMEFIRE
(SHIMADA)
HEAT LOGS 

x12HOMEFIRE 
KILN DRIED 

HARDWOOD 
LOGS

HOMEFIRE
SUPER- 

CHARGED
HEAT LOGS

x5

20kg  
BRAZIER 

SMOKELESS
COAL

HOMEFIRE 
SUPAPAK
KINDLING

Open: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm, Sat 8:00am-12:00pm, Sun Closed

Wolverley Rd, Wolverley,  
Kidderminster, DY10 3RW 
T: 01562 850447   
E: tghardwicks@tggroup.co.uk
www.tgbuildersmerchants.co.uk

12 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 13



THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown  
Quirky Tales & Local Lore
The Ghost on the Bridge  
Bewdley
As the mist rolls across the 
River Severn, locals still speak of 
the “Grey Lady” who haunts Be-
wdley’s famous bridge. Said to 
be the spirit of a ferryman’s wife 
who drowned before the bridge 
was built in the 1790s, she is 
doomed, so the legend goes, to 
finish her final crossing. Many 
a late-night walker has claimed 
to glimpse her drifting halfway 
across before disappearing 
into the fog. Whether ghost or 
imagination, Bewdley Bridge 
remains one of the town’s most 
atmospheric landmarks after 
dark.

The Lion of Stourport
It sounds unbelievable, but 
in the early 1800s, Stourport 
briefly played host to a lion! 
When a travelling menagerie 
visited town, one of its cages 
reportedly broke open, sending 
a “great tawny beast” padding 
through the canal district. Panic 
followed, and the animal was 
soon captured  some say by 
being lured with meat into a 
stable yard. The lion spent its 
final days locally, and the tale 
became one of Stourport’s 
strangest bits of history.

The Beer Boats of Bewdley
Before railways and lorries, 
Bewdley’s breweries shipped their 
beer down the River Severn to 
Bristol and beyond. Each spring, 
“beer boats” set sail loaded with 
local casks, returning with exotic 
goods, gossip and stories from 
distant ports. The riverside inns 
were packed with sailors and 
traders, their laughter and songs 
echoing across the water – a lively 
reminder that the Severn was 
once the beating heart of our local 
economy.

The Whispering Woods
And finally, venture deep into 
the Wyre Forest at dusk and you 
may hear more than the rustle 
of leaves. Walkers tell of soft 
whispers, faint laughter, even the 
sound of music between the trees. 
Some say they are the spirits of 
long-gone charcoal burners who 
once lived and worked by firelight 
in these woods. True or not, it’s 
easy to feel the ancient energy of 
this place – where history, myth 
and nature blend into one.

Have a quirky Wyre Forest story 
of your own?
We’d love to hear it! Drop us a 
line at:
info@wyreforestmatters.co.uk.
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MFG Solicitors Celebrates National
National Recognition for Legal Excellence
Wyre Forest-based law firm MFG 
Solicitors is once again celebrat-
ing national recognition after be-
ing ranked among the best in the 
UK in the latest Legal 500 guide 
for 2025.

The long-established firm, which 
has offices across the region in-
cluding Kidderminster, earned 
high praise for the quality of its 
legal expertise, client care, and 
specialist departments. Nine ar-
eas of law were highlighted in the 
prestigious guide, which is widely 
regarded as the benchmark for 
excellence within the legal pro-
fession.

Among the standout achieve-
ments, partner Robert Weston 
was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame for the fourth consecutive 

year, recognising his outstanding 
reputation in contentious pro-
bate. Partners Sam Pedley and 
Alexandra Phillips also joined the 
ranks of the UK’s leading lawyers 
for their work in litigation and ag-
riculture and rural affairs respec-
tively.
The firm’s Family Department 
achieved coveted Tier One status, 
while the Agriculture & Rural 
Affairs team retained its Tier One 
ranking for another year. 

COMPLETE FROM 

GLASSES£25 
CALL FOR AN 

EYE TEST 

KIDDERMINSTER: 01562 747087  |  DROITWICH: 01905 795541 

www.thefactoryopticians.co.uk 

6119071.indd   16119071.indd   1 11/06/2025   10:0111/06/2025   10:01 

wwwwww..55ssttaarrwwiinnddoowwss..ccoo..uukk 0011556622 6600880000
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T & C's Apply 

Several other mfg partners were 
recognised as Next Generation 
Partners, including Andrew Chan-
dler, David Raymont, and Sian 
Kenkre, showcasing the strength 
and depth of talent across the 
firm.
For more information about MFG 
Solicitors and the services 
they offer, visit:

 www.mfgsolicitors.com.
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at Regus
Kidderminster!

Try our spaces for a day:

Meeting Room
Day Office
Coworking Space
Lounge

Book your Free Trial
Day now!

FREE
TRIAL
DAY

OCT – NOV, 2025

 Free tea & coffee included

 Regus, Stourport Road, Kidderminster DY11 7QE
 kidderminster.communityhouse@regus.com | 07766293115

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST 1980

WE SELL A RANGE OF RUGS FROM 
MODERN TO TRADITIONAL THAT SUIT ANY ROOM

WE CAN EDGE YOUR LEFT-OVER CARPET TO CREATE 
RUGS, THIS CAN BE DONE WITH A TAPED EDGE OR OVERLOCKED 

VISIT US INSTORE TO FIND OUT MORE
UNIT 6, ACORN ENTERPRISE 
CENTRE, HOO FARM IND EST, 
KIDDERMINSTER, DY11 7RA  

WWW.FJBENTLEYRUGS.CO.UK 

01562 755795
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Making sure you have the right 
amount of food this Christmas Day
Christmas Day is the culinary 
highlight of the year, but some-
times that festive abundance 
leads to a sleigh-load of un-
necessary food waste. Don’t 
let your glorious feast turn into 
mountains of forgotten lefto-
vers!

This year, the best thing you 
can do is plan!  Use a por-
tion planner to work out how 
much you actually need to 
cook on Christmas Day; there 
is one available through the 
#FoodSavvy webpage (www.
letswasteless.com/foodsavvy/
portion-pro) which will give 
you the correct amounts de-

pending on the number of peo-
ple you are cooking for.  A lit-
tle planning saves you money, 
saves you effort and ensures 
the beautiful food you’ve pre-
pared doesn't end up in the bin.

Let's make sure everyone has a 
full-filling plate this Christmas, 
with just enough left for a deli-
cious Boxing Day sandwich or 
curry, but nothing more! 

For more information visit 
www.letswasteless.com/food-
savvy and look out for your 
Christmas recipes and 
inspiration.

Christmas 
Portions

#SAVVYCHRISTMAS

Scan here



•OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

•FREE PARKING

 DUVETS &
THROWS  CURTAINS

ALL CLOTHES
LAUNDERED

WEDDING 
DRESSES

LET US TAKE THE 
STRESS OUT OF WINTER  

ECO-FRIENDLY DRY CLEANING

UNIT 3,LUPIN WORKS WORCESTER ROAD 
DY10 1JR  TELEPHONE 01562 743000

.

Mark Garnier
Member of Parliament 
for Wyre Forest
As Christmas approaches and 
our three towns are decorated 
for the festive season, there is 
a strong sense of anticipation as 
we look forward to a New Year.
Here in Wyre Forest, 2025 has 
been a year of significant pro-
gress, with major capital invest-
ments reaching completion 
across our towns. 
The new flood defences on the 
Wribbenhall side of Bewdley 
are now finished and have al-
ready been deployed, protecting 
homes and the defences will al-
low the town to remain open, as 
the bridge will no longer need to 
close during periods of peak river 
flow.

The once derelict Old Magis-
trates’ building, abandoned for 

more than two decades, has 
been transformed into a vibrant 
business and creative hub serv-
ing the whole of Wyre Forest.
Meanwhile, the historic Pi-
ano Building will soon open its 
doors, offering hospitality spac-
es that celebrate the splendour 
of this listed landmark - a new 
go to destination with family 
and friends.

Kidderminster Town Hall has 
also reopened following a full 
refurbishment, re-establishing 
itself as a major venue for the 
West Midlands.

In addition to these landmark 
investments, we have benefited 
from the UK Shared Prosper-
ity Fund, which has supported 

improvements to valued com-
munity facilities such as Stour-
port Community Centre and the 
Spennells changing rooms.
Of course, for many, 2025 has 
also been a challenging year, a 
time of uncertainty, with specu-
lative planning proposals plac-
ing additional pressures on our 
communities. And as we go to 
print, we await the long-antici-
pated Budget. Whatever 2026 
may bring, I am confident that, 
together, we will continue to 
face challenges and opportuni-
ties as a stronger, more united 
community.

Your letters and emails remain 
invaluable, keeping me in-
formed of your concerns and 
priorities. My office is always 
available should you need direct 
assistance.

And, in this final edition of 
Wyre Forest Matters for 2025, I 
would like to wish you and your 
family a very Happy Christmas 
and a peaceful New Year.

Mark holds regular weekly 
surgeries: to book an 
appointment please 
contact his office via:

T: 01562 746771
E:mark.garnier.mp@parliament.uk

Promoted by Mark Garnier, 
of 28A Bewdley Road North, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 8PS 
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Brook Court care home, Kidderminster 

Let’s talk about dementia
Tuesday 11th November, 2pm - 4pm

Seniors afternoon tea
Thursday 13th November, 2pm - 3.30pm

Chandler Court care home, Bromsgrove 

Falls prevention in later life
Thursday 13th November, 2.30pm - 4pm

Wills and Power of Attorney
Thursday 4th December, 10.30am - 12 noon

Trusted to care

To attend please call 
0330 029 1792

Join us for 
our next 
events



History: Life in Georgian Wyre Forest 
 A Glimpse into Everyday Elegance

ARE YOU FEELING
OVERWHELMED 

BY CLUTTER?
Overflowing wardrobes, chaotic cupboards, and

rooms you can't face sorting through - it's exhausting. 

I’m Kath, and as a Professional Home Organiser 
I work alongside you to create calm, functional

spaces that stay organised. Together we'll tackle
that spare room, streamline your wardrobe, or
transform your kitchen, all without judgement. 

I CAN HELP.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND OUT
MORE OR CALL ME ON 07841 597076

Or if you know someone who might benefit from
my services, how about buying them a gift voucher

this Christmas? Get in touch for more details!

Step back to the late 1700s, 
when the Wyre Forest area was 
buzzing with new life. Stourport-
on-Severn had just emerged as 
one of Britain’s youngest towns, 
thanks to the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal, while 
nearby Bewdley was already an 
established port with centuries 
of trade behind it. Together, they 
painted a vivid picture of Geor-
gian life industrious, sociable, and 
surprisingly refined.

In Bewdley, the timber and river 
trades brought wealth and bustle 
to its elegant Georgian streets. 
Merchants’ houses stood proudly 
along the riverside, while 
craftsmen and traders filled the 
narrow lanes behind Load Street. 

Local markets sold everything 

from cloth and candles to cider 
and cured meats. 
Coffee houses and coaching inns 
buzzed with conversation, where 
merchants might discuss ship-
ments while travellers shared 
tales of the road.

Just a few miles away, Stourport 
represented modern progress. 
Built from scratch around its busy 
canal basins, the town attracted 
engineers, labourers, and skilled 
boatbuilders. It was a place of op-
portunity, where families found 
new work and a new way of life. 
Elegant Georgian buildings rose 
quickly from the Tontine Hotel for 
visiting traders to neat terraces 
for canal workers. On Sundays, 
families would stroll by the water, 
just as visitors do today.

Get ready for winter and stock up on 
kiln dried softwood from M&M Timber

• In stock 
• Kiln dried
• Ready to burn, below 20% 

moisture content 
• Bulk bag 
• Collection from Clows Top

TO ORDER CALL 01299 832611 
Open Mon-Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm 
M&M Timber, Clows Top,  
Nr Kidderminster, DY14 9HY

Firewood
For Sale

ONLY

£70
per bag

inc VAT

Fashion reflected the age’s opti-
mism: lace and linen for the wealthy, 
simple wool and cotton for the 
working class. Food was local and 
seasonal – bread baked in commu-
nal ovens, meats smoked or salted, 
and ale brewed in every town. While 
life was harder by modern standards, 
the Georgian Wyre Forest had a 
strong sense of community and pur-
pose, much like today’s towns.

Walk down Bewdley’s Load Street 
or Stourport’s High Street now, and 
echoes of that era remain. The Geor-
gian facades, cobbles, and court-
yards remind us that beneath the 
modern shops and cafés lies a living 
link to the past – proof that style, 
spirit, and enterprise have always 
been part of Wyre Forest’s 
character.
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16-24 career hubs

EMPLOYMENT WELLBEINGEDUCATION TRAININGSKILLS

0300 666 3 666        www.careersworcs.co.uk

Are you
Aged 16-24?
Not sure what
your next step is?

We can help if:
You are looking for a
job or apprenticeship
You want to explore
training or education
you aren’t sure what
to do next
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EMPLOYMENT WELLBEINGEDUCATION TRAININGSKILLS

0300 666 3 666        www.careersworcs.co.uk

Book in! FIND OUT! 

OUR HUBS AREN’T JUST

ABOUT CAREERS. YOU

CAN ALSO GET

SUPPORT WITH MONEY,

HOUSING, WELLBEING

AND CONFIDENCE.

WHATEVER’S ON YOUR

MIND, WE’LL POINT YOU

IN THE RIGHT

DIRECTION SO YOU

FEEL READY FOR

WHAT’S NE�T.

OUR HUBS AREN’T JUST
ABOUT CAREERS. YOU

CAN ALSO GET
SUPPORT WITH MONEY,
HOUSING, WELLBEING

AND CONFIDENCE.
WHATEVER’S ON YOUR

MIND, WE’LL POINT YOU
IN THE RIGHT

DIRECTION SO YOU
FEEL READY FOR

WHAT’S NEXT.

BOOK INTO ONE OF OUR

DEDICATED CAREERS

HUBS FOR EXPERT

SUPPORT AND

GUIDANCE. ACCESS 1:1

CAREER ADVICE,

INCLUDING TAILORED

SUPPORT WITH CV

WRITING, JOB

SEARCHES, JOB

APPLICATIONS, AND

INTERVIEW PREP� 

BOOK INTO ONE OF OUR
DEDICATED CAREERS

HUBS FOR EXPERT
SUPPORT AND

GUIDANCE. ACCESS 1:1
CAREER ADVICE,

INCLUDING TAILORED
SUPPORT WITH CV

WRITING, JOB
SEARCHES, JOB

APPLICATIONS, AND
INTERVIEW PREP! 

GET IN TOUCH... ...GET IN TOUCH

Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for young

adults looking for support/advice on their next steps.

Whether that’s employment, further education,

apprenticeships, training, or skills, our hubs are here to help. 

Careers Worcs 16-24 Hubs are dedicated spaces for young
adults looking for support/advice on their next steps.

Whether that’s employment, further education,
apprenticeships, training, or skills, our hubs are here to help. 

Worcester Hub: 
Redditch Hub: 

Wyre Forest Hub: 
Bromsgrove Hub: 
Wychavon Hub: 

The Hive, Sawmill Close, The Butts, Worcester, WR1 3PD
Heart of Worcestershire College Peakman Street, Redditch, B98 8DW
The Point at Kidderminster College, Market St, Kidderminster, DY10 1AB
Seetec, District Council Building, Parkside, Market St, Bromsgrove, B61 0AB
WorkPays, 9 Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE

OUR 16-24 CAREER HUB LOCATIONS



STOURPORT SHOWROOM
Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre
Wilden Lane
Stourport-on-Severn
(next to The Wash House - Free parking) 
01299 879779
sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk
        GILBERTS BLINDS LTD

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts
As a trusted local family business with over 
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on 
offering friendly, professional support, expert 
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to 
your needs.

Whether you're updating one room or your entire 
home, our team is here to help you find the 
perfect solution.

Talk to the experts – contact us today and 
transform your windows with style and 
confidence!

Made To Measure Shutters:
• British Made
• Energy Efficient
• 10 Year Gaurantee

GILBERTS
BLINDS
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FREE Skills Bootcamps: Building
Worcestershire’s future workforce

Skills Bootcamps are free flexible
courses for people aged 19+ and
the aim is to help people gain  
#SkillsForLife. They’re free to do,
they don’t impact benefit claims,
and businesses can take advantage
of them too!

Skills Bootcamps provide people
with the opportunity to improve
sector-specific skills in order to
either enhance their current
career or give them the
confidence, and the skills to
change career direction.

They are fully funded by the
Department for Education and co-
delivered by Worcestershire
County Council through it’s
Careers Worcestershire service.  
They work with further education
and training providers, plus local
businesses. to offer a variety of
Skills Bootcamps that take place at
training provider locations and
education settings all across
Worcestershire such as
Kidderminster College, GLP
Training & Adult Learning
Worcestershire.

The skills provided by a Skills
Bootcamp can act as a foundation for
further study or boost your career
prospects. 

They can increase employment
chances and open new doors for
future training opportunities, or they
can give you the skills and confidence
to change career.

Skills Bootcamps are free to do and,
upon completion gain you a fast-track
interview with a local employer. 

The range of Skills Bootcamps that
are available include ones in
Construction skills, Cyber Security,
Playwork, Decorating, Plumbing,
Leadership and Management,
Welding, Warehousing, Hairdressing,
Nursing,  Early Years, Teaching
Assistant, Health & Social Care plus
many more, Contact Skills Bootcamps
for a full list.

Skills Bootcamps Worcestershire  
covers a variety industries and are
free for individuals aged 19+. Bespoke
‘Bootcamps’ can be created for local
employers looking to upskill their
workforce. 

www.careersworcs.co.uk/skillsbootcamps  | 0300 666 3 666 | SkillsBootcamps@worcestershire.gov.uk

...why not! It all starts with skills...

Aged 19+? Why should you do a free
Skills Bootcamp in Worcestershire..?

It all starts wit

ills Bootcamps Worcestershire advertorial • Skills Bootcamps Worcestershire advertorial • Skills Bootcamps Worcestersh
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www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 
Call Paul on: 01562 741820  Mob: 07704 346506 

Levington 
Dec Bark 
75ltr 

2 bags        
£19.50 

****  CClleeaarraannccee  DDeeaallss****                                                                                                          
MMaannyy  PPrroodduuccttss  LLeessss  tthhaann    HHAALLFF  PPRRIICCEE**  
Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 

*Click on the Special SALE BOX to view DEALS* 

      5+ bags                                      
Only £5.99 ea.  

Ambassador 
Peat Free 
Multi 40ltr 

3 bags    
£24 

FREE  
Delivery 
DY10,11 

FREE  
Delivery 
DY10,11 

Levington 
Farmyard 
Manure 
50ltr 

2 bags  
£15 

in particular, can be shaped and 
thinned while they’re leafless, 
encouraging healthy growth 
and better crops come spring. 
Roses can be lightly trimmed 
to prevent wind rock, while 
any dead or damaged wood 
should be removed entirely. 
 
For those who like to stay busy, 
December offers the chance 
to plan next year’s planting 
scheme. Take a moment by the 
fire with a notebook or seed 
catalogue and think about what 
worked – and what didn’t – over 
the past year. Ordering seeds 
early ensures the best selec-
tion and avoids the spring rush. 
 
Birds will be grateful for ex-
tra support now. Keep feeders 
topped up with seeds, suet, and 
peanuts, and make sure fresh wa-

As winter settles in and frosty 
mornings become the norm, 
the garden may seem quiet, 
but there’s still plenty to do 
to prepare for the year ahead. 
December is a time to take 
stock, tidy up, and give nature 
a helping hand while it rests. 
 
Start by clearing fallen leaves 
from lawns and pathways to 
prevent slippery surfaces and 
mould growth. Compost healthy 
leaves to enrich next year’s 
soil, but discard any that are 
diseased. Borders benefit from 
a good mulch of compost or 
well-rotted manure now, help-
ing to insulate roots against the 
cold and improve soil structure. 
 
It’s also the perfect moment 
to prune dormant trees and 
shrubs. Apple and pear trees, 

December Gardening: Preparing 
for Winter and planning ahead

ter is available even when tem-
peratures drop below freezing. A 
simple act like this not only helps 
wildlife survive the winter but 
also brings colour and life to the 
garden when little else is stirring. 
 
If you grow vegetables, hardy 
winter greens such as kale, 
Brussels sprouts, and leeks can 
still be harvested, offering a re-
warding taste of home-grown 
produce at Christmas time. 
 
Finally, take a moment to en-
joy the stillness of the season. 
Frosted seed heads, evergreen 
structure, and low golden light 
bring a quiet beauty to the gar-
den in December – a reminder 
that rest is an essential part of 
nature’s cycle, and spring will re-
turn before you know it.



Visit us at Carters Furniture to explore a full range to
Relax, Dine, and Dream in Style!

Boxing Day

SALE 
STARTS
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Delivering exceptional 5-star service 

Driveway Experts 100% Satisfaction 
Competitive Quotes 
Fast Response Times 
FREE Advice and Ideas 
All Work Fully Insured 

Patio & Walkways 
Artificial Grass 
Fence Installs & Repairs 
Garden Walls & Steps 

LANDSCAPING & 
DRIVEWAY EXPERTS 

WELCOME TO DRIVETECH 
PERFECTLY CREATED 
OUTDOOR SPACES 
We offer high-quality paving and landscaping 
services in the West Midlands and 
Worcestershire, backed by a skilled team with 
over a decade of experience. Our aim is to 
create stylish, durable, and functional outdoor 
spaces tailored to each client's needs. 

With years of hands-on experience, our skilled team delivers 
everything from bespoke block paving and resin driveways to 
durable fencing solutions and complete garden makeovers. 

Whether it’s a small upgrade or a full redesign, we pride ourselves on 
expert workmanship, attention to detail, and exceptional customer 
care, serving Kidderminster and the surrounding areas. 

Email: drivetechpatios@gmail.com 

Scan to visit 
us online 
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Natural Beauty Indoors: 
Winter’s Organic Charm
As nature sleeps under frost 
and snow, winter brings its own 
unique beauty, and more home-
owners are finding ways to re-
flect that indoors. The trend for 
natural materials continues into 
December, blending sustainabil-
ity with seasonal warmth.

Wood, stone and wool form the 
foundation of this look. A rustic 
oak coffee table, woven jute rug 
or slate candle plate can instant-
ly ground a space and bring that 
sought after organic texture. 
Pair these with earthy tones 
such as mushroom, sand, sage 
and soft cream to create calm 
and balance.

Add in greenery to keep your 
home feeling alive. Sprigs of 
pine, mistletoe and holly make 
charming decorations that cel-
ebrate the season’s simplicity. 
Bundle them into vases, hang a 
wreath on an interior door, or 
lay a garland across your dining 
table for a natural centrepiece.

Warmth is key, so layer in knitted 
throws, sheepskin rugs and thick 
curtains to insulate and sof-
ten. Lighting should feel gentle, 
choose warm lamps, fairy lights, 
or even clusters of tealights to 
mimic the glow of a winter fire. 
A few well chosen accessories 
such as ceramic vases, wooden 

bowls or woven baskets will en-
hance the look without overpower-
ing it, keeping the focus on texture 
and tone. Even a simple display of 
dried flowers or twigs can add un-
derstated charm and a sense of con-
nection to the season.

This look isn’t about perfection, 
it’s about embracing the beauty of 
nature in its raw, honest form. By 
bringing the outdoors in, you can 
create a winter home that feels au-
thentic, calming and wonderfully 
connected to the world beyond your 
windows.



Seasonal Sparkle
Elegant Touches for a Festive Home

UP TO

THE BIG BATHROOM

27 SEPTEMBER - 16 NOVEMBER27 SEPTEMBER - 16 NOVEMBER

•  BATHROOMS
•  WETROOMS
•  EN-SUITES 
•  CLOAKROOMS 
•  TILES 
•  3D DESIGN SERVICE  
•  TRUSTED INSTALLERS 
•  LOCAL & NATIONAL 
•  DELIVERY

Unit 1, 19 Lisle Avenue,  Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF 

T 01562 751714  |  E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk

WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Quality & 
Style in Every 

Bathroom

SHOWROOM OPEN 
TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9AM- 5PM  

(SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)

6177891.indd   16177891.indd   1 11/09/2025   20:2611/09/2025   20:26
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When it comes to festive in-
teriors, a little sparkle goes a 
long way. December is the time 
to embrace warmth, light and 
a touch of glamour, not just 
for Christmas Day, but for the 
whole winter season.

Start by introducing metallic 
accents into your decor. Brass 
candleholders, gold edged 
glassware, or a silver framed 
mirror can elevate your space 
with subtle shine. Pair metallics 
with deep seasonal hues such 

as emerald, plum or navy for an 
elegant contrast that feels luxu-
rious yet timeless.

Layer in texture for richness: 
velvet cushions, satin ribbons, or 
soft wool throws create depth 
and comfort. Fairy lights aren’t 
just for the tree, drape them 
along mantels, shelves or stair-
ways to bring gentle, ambient 
light that transforms the atmos-
phere on dark evenings.
If you prefer a natural look, opt 
for a woodland luxe theme. Mix 

greenery such as eucalyptus, pine 
and ivy with candles, pinecones and 
rustic ceramics. The result feels fes-
tive yet calm, perfect for relaxing 
nights by the fire.

Finally, scent completes the mood. 
Fragrance your home with notes 
of orange, clove, cedarwood and 
vanilla to evoke that classic Christ-
mas feeling. This winter, balance 
elegance with comfort, a home that 
glows softly, sparkles subtly, and 
feels joyful all season long.
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HOME FURNISHING 

Warm Up 
Your Home 
Winter Comforts and 
Cosy Styling

As winter settles in, our homes 
become the heart of our season-
al celebrations, a place to gather, 
unwind, and keep the cold at 
bay. Creating a warm and invit-
ing atmosphere doesn’t mean a 
full redesign; it’s all about adding 
layers of comfort, texture and 
light.

Start with your living areas. In-
troduce plush throws and soft 
cushions in rich tones like mul-
berry, forest green and burnt 
orange. These colours not only 

reflect the season but bring a 
sense of warmth that instantly 
transforms a room. Soft, tactile 
fabrics such as velvet, wool and 
faux fur make everything feel 
more luxurious.

Lighting is crucial during darker 
days. Replace cool white bulbs 
with warm amber tones and add 
a few candles to create a soft 
flickering glow. If you have a 
fireplace, make it the focal point; 
a neatly stacked pile of logs or a 
glowing wood burner instantly 

signals winter comfort.

In the dining room, layer your table 
with natural textures such as linen 
runners, wooden serveware and 
sprigs of evergreen. Simple touches 
like cinnamon sticks tied with ribbon 
or pinecones as place settings make 
for beautiful, effortless decoration.
This December, embrace a slower 
pace and make your home a true 
winter sanctuary, somewhere to 
retreat from the cold, recharge, and 
savour the season’s simple pleasures
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 MONDAY
STOURPORT 5.30pm & 7pm

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

TUESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 9.30am & 11am 

St Cecilia’s Church 

Hoo Road 

Kidderminster 

Jane 07800889768

KIDDERMINSTER 3.30pm 5pm 

& 7pm

St. George’s Social Club 

Radford Avenue 

Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

STOURPORT

5.30pm 

Stourport Bowling Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

WEDNESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am, 5pm & 7pm 

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT 9.30am Stourport 

Bowling Club Lickhill Road, 

Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Foley Park Methodist Church Off 

Brinton Close Kidderminster 

Rachel 07907033347

KIDDERMINSTER 5pm & 7pm St 

George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

BEWDLEY5.30pm & 7pm St. 

George’s Hall

Load Street 

Bewdley 

Russell 07742254410

THURSDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

9.30am & 11am 

Foley Park Methodist Church 

Off Brinton Close 

Kidderminster 

Paula 07926192600

KIDDERMINSTER 

5pm & 6.30pm

Foley Park Methodist Church 

Off Brinton Close 

Kidderminster 

Ally 07719 415278

STOURPORT 

5pm & 7pm 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport Lisa 

07906 989728

FRIDAY
STOURPORT 9.30am & 11am 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am 

Kidderminster Carolinas R.F.C

Marlpool Lane

Paula 07926192600

SATURDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

7.30am, 9am & 10.30am

St Mary’s Church 

Churchfields 

Kidderminster 

Kerry 07936495211

STOURPORT 8am & 9.30am

The Cornerstone Rooms 

(part of the Stourport Baptist 

Church)

Minster Road, Stourport

Paula 07926192600

real food, real support, real results
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Stourport-on-Severn is fast be-
coming a hub for high-quality 
health, beauty, and wellness 
services thanks to an exciting 
new development The Haven, 
the latest project from Elle Jay 
Aesthetics.

Led by registered nurse Lind-
sey Watson, Elle Jay Aesthetics 
has built a strong reputation for 
professional, safe, and effective 
medical aesthetic treatments. 
From anti-wrinkle injections and 
dermal fillers to advanced tech-
nologies such as CO₂ fractional 
laser, radio frequency micronee-
dling, Tixel 2 skin resurfacing, 
hydrofacials, and body sculpt-
ing, Elle Jay’s nurse-led team has 
become a trusted name across 
Worcestershire.
Now, that same ethos of clinical 

A NEW ERA OF

Health, Beauty and 
Wellbeing in Stourport 
The Haven and Elle Jay Aesthetics

excellence and community spirit 
is expanding into something 
even bigger The Haven Health 
and Wellbeing Centre, located 
at 1 Lombard Street, Stourport. 
The vision is to bring together a 
network of health, beauty, and 
wellness professionals under 
one roof, offering a truly holis-
tic experience for clients and 
patients.

Already open on the ground 
floor is Elysian Hair and Beauty, 
a stunning salon blending natu-
ral tones, plants, and spa-like 
calm. The Elysian team offers 
a full range of hair and beauty 
treatments in a luxurious yet 
down-to-earth environment 
perfect for anyone who wants 
to look and feel their best.
Coming soon is The Haven Com-

munity Coffee Shop, a welcoming 
space for everyone to enjoy. It 
will serve as a relaxed meeting 
point for clients, visitors, and local 
residents somewhere to pause, 
connect, and be part of the com-
munity heartbeat that’s growing 
within the building. On the first 
floor, work is underway to launch 
The Pilates Bay Reformer Studio, 
introducing cutting-edge reformer 
Pilates equipment and accessible 
classes for all levels. This area will 
also house The Haven Health and 
Wellbeing Centre, featuring treat-
ment rooms and multipurpose 
spaces for therapy, rehabilitation, 
and holistic health. Facilities in-
clude a lift for full accessibility and 
a hydrotherapy pool that can also 
function as a swim spa ideal for 
physiotherapy, post-surgery re-
covery, or gentle exercise.
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Our mission is simple, to treat everyone that uses 
Riverside as family. To offer the care and attention 
that we would want for our own mothers, fathers, 
grandparents and friends. Having support at home 
can be a hugely positive and life enriching experience.

T: 01299 823777   E: enquiries@riversidehomecare.co.uk
www.riversidehomecare.co.uk

We have been supporting families in the Wyre Forest area for 
over 20 years and are enormously privileged to have been a 
part of so many peoples home care journeys.

•  PERSONAL CARE  •   MEALS AND DRINKS ASSISTANCE

•  LIGHT DOMESTIC TASKS  •   MEDICATION SUPPORT

•  SHOPPING SUPPORT AND TRIPS

•  PHONE CALL CHECKS  •  HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

A huge part of who we are is the sense of community to where we live - both management and carers 
live locally, so you can be at ease that we are never far away and always on hand to guide, reassure 
and support you.

Your Health, Without the Wait
Fast access to treatment, at your  

local healthcare provider of choice.
It’s easier than you think to access Private Healthcare, with appointment 

times to suit you. We offer a wide range of payment options including:

To find out more call 01384 912 569 or scan the QR 
code for more information.
*Acceptance is subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Ramsay Health Care UK Operations Limited is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct authority under FRN 702886. Ramsay Healthcare UK Operations 
is acting as a credit broker to Chrysalis Finance Limited. Level 18 Tower 42, 25 Old Broad St, London, EC2N 1HQ

Self-funding Private Medical Insurance 0% Finance*

Stourside
Hospital

0%*

The Haven is already attracting 
interest from practitioners across 
the region and a few spaces re-
main for professionals seeking to 
expand their practice in a sup-
portive, multidisciplinary environ-
ment. Whether you’re in medical 
aesthetics, nursing, physiothera-
py, counselling, audiology, podia-
try, dental hygiene and whitening, 
or other allied health professions, 
The Haven offers a modern, pro-
fessional base to work, grow, and 
collaborate.

If you’re looking for a high-quality 
setting with shared values around 
safety, care, and community, this 
is your invitation to join the team. 
Rooms are filling up fast apply di-
rectly via email: info@thehaven-
healthandwellbeing.co.uk.

For updates on treatments and 
openings, follow @ellejayaesthet-
ics and @thehavenhealthandwell-
being on Facebook and Instagram.
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Seasonal Spotlight: 
Chestnuts & Cranberries
December brings a won-
derful array of seasonal 
produce perfect for 
hearty winter dishes 
and festive feasts. As 
the days grow shorter 
and colder, our kitchens 
fill with the comforting 
aromas of slow cooked 
stews, roasted vegeta-
bles, and freshly baked 
treats. 
 
Root vegetables truly 
shine this month. Car-
rots, parsnips, and 
swedes are at their 
sweetest, developing 
rich flavours after the 
first frosts. They’re 
ideal for roasting with 
herbs or blending into 
warming soups. Brussels 
sprouts, the traditional 

Christmas staple, are 
also at their peak, deli-
cious when roasted with 
chestnuts or tossed 
with crispy bacon. Don’t 
overlook red cabbage, 
which adds both colour 
and a touch of sweet-
ness to festive plates 
when braised with apple 
and spices. 
 
Few things capture the 
spirit of December like 
the smell of roasted 
chestnuts on an open 
fire. Whether you’re 
enjoying them while out 
Christmas shopping or 
roasting them at home, 
they bring a nostalgic 
warmth to the season. 
Simply score each nut 
before roasting to pre-

vent them from bursting, 
then cook over gentle 
heat until the shells 
crack and the insides 
turn golden and tender. 
Served warm with a 
sprinkle of salt, roasted 
chestnuts are the perfect 
winter treat — sweet, 
smoky, and wonderfully 
comforting. 
December also offers 
vibrant fruits to brighten 
dark days. Clementines, 
satsumas, and oranges 
are juicy and fragrant, 
perfect for snacking, 
garnishing puddings, or 
infusing a mulled wine. 
Apples and pears are still 
plentiful too, wonderful 
baked into crumbles or 
paired with cinnamon for 
a cosy dessert. 

For something truly 
seasonal, try adding 
chestnuts or cranberries 
to your festive cooking. 
Fresh chestnuts bring a 
nutty depth to stuffings 
or winter salads, while 
cranberries add a sharp 
burst of flavour in sauces 
and bakes. 
 
Buying local, in season 
produce this month not 
only supports nearby 
growers but also ensures 
maximum freshness and 
flavour. So, whether 
you’re preparing a com-
forting midweek meal or 
planning your Christmas 
dinner, December’s 
produce offers plenty of 
inspiration for warming, 
wholesome dishes.



A DIVINE 
DINING 
EXPERIENCE

Church Street, Kidderminster, DY10 2AR

01562 320420

Dine in a historic setting. Formally a church and school, 
transformed into a beautiful restaurant in the heart of 
Kidderminster. Our menu offers a variety of delectable 
dishes made from the freshest ingredients, ensuring a 
delightful culinary experience for all our guests.

The Church Restaurant & Bar thechurch.dy10
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•Beef fillet of around 1kg
•3 tbsp olive oil
•250g/9oz chestnut mushroom
•50g/2oz butter
•1 large sprig fresh thyme
•100ml dry white wine
•12 slices prosciutto
•500g 2oz pack puff pastry
•a little flour
•2 egg yolks

•Heat oven to 220C/fan
•Sit the 1kg beef fillet on a roast-
ing tray, brush with 1 tbsp olive 
oil and season with pepper, then 
roast for 15 mins for medium-rare 
or 20 mins for medium. When 
the beef is cooked to your liking, 
remove from the oven to cool, 
then chill in the fridge for about 
20 mins.
•While the beef is cooling, chop 
250g chestnut (and wild, if you 
like) mushrooms as finely as pos-
sible so they have the texture of 

coarse breadcrumbs. You can use 
a food processor to do this, but 
make sure you pulse-chop the 
mushrooms so they don’t become 
a slurry.
•Heat 2 tbsp of the olive oil and 
50g butter in a large pan and fry 
the mushrooms on a medium 
heat, with 1 large sprig fresh 
thyme, for about 10 mins stirring 
often, until you have a softened 
mixture.
•Season the mushroom mixture, 
pour over 100ml dry white wine 
and cook for about 10 mins until 
all the wine has been absorbed. 
The mixture should hold its shape 
when stirred.
•Remove the mushroom duxelle 
from the pan to cool and discard 
the thyme.
•Overlap two pieces of cling film 
over a large chopping board. Lay 
12 slices prosciutto on the cling 
film, slightly overlapping, in a dou-
ble row.
•Spread half the duxelles over 

Christmas Special - Beef wellington
the prosciutto, then sit the fillet on 
it and spread the remaining duxelles 
over.
•Use the cling film’s edges to draw 
the prosciutto around the fillet, then 
roll it into a sausage shape, twisting 
the ends of cling film to tighten it as 
you go.
•Chill the fillet while you roll out the 
pastry.
•Dust your work surface with a lit-
tle flour. Roll out a third of the 500g 
pack of puff pastry to a 18 x 30cm 
strip and place on a non-stick bak-
ing sheet.
•Roll out the remainder of the 500g 
pack of puff pastry to about 28 x 
36cm.
•Unravel the fillet from the cling 
film and sit it in the centre of the 
smaller strip of pastry.
•Beat the 2 egg yolks with 1 tsp wa-
ter and brush the pastry’s edges, and 
the top and sides of the wrapped fil-
let.
•Using a rolling pin, carefully lift 
and drape the larger piece of pastry 
over the fillet, pressing well into the 
sides.
•Trim the joins to about a 4cm rim. 
Seal the rim with the edge of a fork 
or spoon handle.
•Glaze all over with more egg yolk 
and, using the back of a knife, mark 
the beef Wellington with long diago-
nal lines taking care not to cut into 
the pastry.
•Chill for at least 30 mins and up 
to 24 hrs. Heat oven to 200C/fan 
180C/gas 6.
•Brush the Wellington with a little 
more egg yolk and cook until golden 
and crisp – 20-25 mins for medium-
rare beef, 30 mins for medium. Allow 
to stand for 10 mins before serving 
in thick slices.

Ingrediants

Method



WARMING FESTIVE DRINKS: 
COMFORT DRINKS
As the festive season rolls in 
and the chill bites a little harder, 
nothing lifts the spirits quite 
like a warming Christmas drink. 
Whether you’re gathered with 
family, hosting friends, or sim-
ply enjoying a quiet evening by 
the fire, these festive favourites 
bring comfort, cheer, and a touch 
of indulgence to December days. 
 
A classic choice is mulled wine, 
the ultimate winter warmer. 

Simmer red wine gently with 
slices of orange, cinnamon 
sticks, cloves, and a hint of star 
anise. Add a splash of brandy 
or port for extra depth, and 
let the fragrant spices fill your 
kitchen with Christmas aromas. 
For a nonalcoholic alternative, 
mulled apple juice or spiced 
cranberry punch offers the 
same cosy feel without the kick. 
 
For those who prefer some-

thing creamy, Baileys hot chocolate 
is hard to beat. Rich, velvety, and ut-
terly indulgent, it’s perfect topped 
with whipped cream and chocolate 
flakes. If you fancy a twist, try stirring 
in a shot of peppermint liqueur or ha-
zelnut syrup. A sprinkle of crushed 
candy cane or grated nutmeg on 
top adds an extra festive flourish. 
 
Another favourite is hot spiced cider, 
a wonderful balance of sweetness and 
spice. Heat cloudy apple cider with cin-
namon, nutmeg, and a few apple slices 
for a drink that tastes like Christmas 
in a cup. And for coffee lovers, a gin-
gerbread latte brings café style com-
fort to your own kitchen. Just mix es-
presso with steamed milk, gingerbread 
syrup, and a sprinkle of nutmeg on top 
for a comforting winter pick me up. 
 
Finally, for something truly tradi-
tional, serve eggnog, a creamy blend 
of milk, eggs, sugar, and a dash of 
rum or bourbon. It’s smooth, sweet, 
and feels like a festive hug in a mug. 
 
Whether it’s mulled wine at a Christmas 
market or hot chocolate after a frosty 
walk, these warming drinks make the 
season sparkle and fill even the coldest 
day with a little Christmas magic.

Christmas

Scan the QR code for full event 
details and how to book your spot!

www.paisleyat106.co.uk

Whether it’s a work party or a festive get-together, 

we’ve got the perfect setting for your celebrations!

106 Minster Road, Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 8AB

Celebrate
at Paisley at 106

Christmas Party Nights
Festive Sunday Roasts

Festive Wreath Making
Cocktails & Canapés

Festive Carols & Choir
Breakfast With Santa

Festive Afternoon Tea
Festive Bottomless Brunch
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Christmas Entertainment at
The Rose Theatre, Kidderminster
The festive season is set to spar-
kle at the Rose Theatre in Kid-
derminster, as the talented Non-
entities company present their 
annual celebration, Christmas 
Entertainment 2025. Running 
from Tuesday 16th to Friday 
19th December, this much-loved 
event brings a wonderful mix of 
music, laughter and local spirit 
to the stage – the perfect way to 
embrace the magic of Christmas 
close to home.

Each evening begins at 7.30pm, 
inviting audiences to sit back 
and enjoy a heart-warming se-
lection of sketches, songs and 
seasonal surprises. True to tradi-
tion, the show promises a joyful 
blend of wit and warmth, all per-
formed by a talented cast of lo-
cal actors and entertainers who 

know exactly how to get every-
one into the Christmas mood.
Guests are greeted with a com-
plimentary glass of mulled wine 
and a mince pie, setting the tone 
for a relaxed and convivial night 
out. Whether you’re a regular 
supporter of the Rose Theatre or 
visiting for the first time, you’ll 
find the atmosphere friendly and 
full of festive cheer.

For residents of the Wyre Forest 
and beyond, Christmas Enter-
tainment 2025 isn’t just a night 
at the theatre – it’s a community 
tradition. It’s a reminder of how 
special local arts can be, bringing 
people together through laugh-
ter, song and shared celebra-
tion. The Rose Theatre’s long-
standing reputation for warmth 
and hospitality makes it the ideal 

setting for an evening of live 
performance that captures the 
very essence of Christmas.

Tickets are already prov-
ing popular, and with limited 
dates available, early booking is 
strongly recommended to avoid 
disappointment. So gather your 
friends and family, don your fes-
tive jumpers and treat yourself 
to a magical evening of local 
theatre this December.

The Rose Theatre, Chester Road 
North, Kidderminster, DY10 
2RX.

For full details and to book tick-
ets, visit www.rosetheatre.co.uk.
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The Civic Hall Stourport Welcomes Comedy
Favourite Johnny Cole as Its New Patron
Stourport-on-Severn, The Civic 
Hall Stourport is absolutely 
thrilled to announce that the 
much-loved and hilariously fun-
ny Johnny Cole has agreed to 
become the new Patron of The 
Civic.

Johnny is no stranger to Stour-
port audiences, having per-
formed to packed houses at The 
Civic twice already this year. His 
quick wit and down-to-earth 
humour have made him a firm 
favourite with local audiences 
and who could forget the night 
when he found comedy gold 
in an unexpected emergency 
evacuation after the ice cream 
machine failed!

Johnny will be returning to The 
Civic next year for two more 
shows as part of his extended 

tour, and the team couldn’t be 
happier to have him officially 
join the Civic family.
Speaking about his new role, 
Johnny said:

“I’ve had such a laugh every 
time I’ve performed at The Civic. 
The audiences here are brilliant 
friendly, warm, and always up 
for a good night out. I’m proud 
to be a part of something that 
means so much to the commu-
nity.”

The Civic Hall team added:
“Johnny has brought so much 
laughter and energy to our 
stage, and we’re delighted that 
he’s agreed to become our Pa-
tron. He embodies everything 
The Civic is about community 
spirit, great entertainment, and a 
good sense of humour!”

The Civic Hall Stourport 
continues to grow as a vibrant 
hub for live entertainment, host-
ing everything from comedy 
and music to theatre and local 
events. The venue is also avail-
able to hire for private corporate 
events, family celebrations, and 
special occasions, providing a 
welcoming space for the com-
munity to come together.

With Johnny Cole now support-
ing as Patron, the future of The 
Civic looks brighter (and fun-
nier!) than ever.

For news on upcoming shows 
including Johnny’s return dates 
or to find out more about hiring 
the venue, follow @CivicHall-
Stourport on Facebook or visit 
their website 
www.thecivicstourport.co.uk



 
A Wild Christmas?

This festive season, West Mid-
land Safari Park transforms into a 
magical winter wonderland with 
the return of its ever-popular 
Santa Safari. Running from 22 
November to 24 December, this 
immersive Christmas experience 
combines festive fun, family ad-
venture and a touch of wildlife 
magic  making it the perfect day 
out for Wyre Forest families.
Your journey begins with a lei-
surely four-mile drive through 
the park’s Safari, where you can 
spot some of the world’s most 
incredible animals from the com-
fort of your own car. Lions, gi-
raffes, elephants and rhinos may 
all make an appearance, setting 
the scene for an unforgettable 
day out.

Once your animal adventure is 

Adventure at the Santa Safari

complete, it’s time to step into 
the Discovery Trail  transformed 
into a snowy North Pole scene 
brimming with festive cheer. 
Helpful elves guide families 
through twinkling lights and 
beautifully decorated displays 
before leading the way to San-
ta’s cosy log cabin grotto. There, 
children can meet Santa himself, 
have their photo taken, and re-
ceive a special present straight 
from his workshop.

New for this year, little ones can 
enjoy Storytime with Mrs Claus, 
a heart-warming addition that 
brings the magic of Christmas 
storytelling to life. Families can 
also explore the elves’ workshop, 
pick up a festive treat or two, and 
capture the perfect Christmas 
photo along the way.

For those who prefer a quieter 
experience, Relaxed Santa Safari 
Sessions are available on selected 
mornings. With softer lighting, 
reduced sounds and fewer visual 
effects, these sessions ensure that 
everyone can enjoy the magic of 
the season in comfort.
With so much to see and do, Santa 
Safari offers a unique blend of fes-
tive tradition and wildlife wonder. 
Each ticket includes the safari 
drive-through, a visit to Santa, a 
gift for every child and even a free 
return ticket for another visit in 
2026.

For tickets, dates and more infor-
mation, visit www.wmsp.co.uk.

60 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 61

.



Follow us on Facebook Bewdley Station 
Fund Shop

Santa train dates 
throughout December.

 Please see our Facebook 
page for times/dates etc. 

We plan to serve Warm 
Mulled wine, Mulled Cider 

and Mulled Apple Juice 
throughout the season as 

well as Hot Chocolate with 
cream and Marshmallows 
or a special one with a tot 

of Baileys*.
*subject to availability.

Painting & Prosecco this December 
At The Rustic, Hopleys 
If you’re looking for a relaxed, 
feel-good evening with friends 
this autumn, Painting & Pro-
secco at The Rustic could be 
just the ticket. Hosted at Hop-
leys Family Camping in Bewdley, 
these popular sessions blend 
creativity, conversation and a lit-
tle sparkle in a setting that feels 
warm and welcoming.

The idea is simple  turn up, grab 
a brush and a glass of prosecco, 
and let your imagination take 
over. There’s no formal lesson 
or pressure to produce a master-
piece; it’s all about having fun, 
unwinding and expressing your-
self in good company. Whether 
you’re a seasoned painter or 

someone who hasn’t picked up a 
brush since school, you’ll find it’s 
the perfect way to switch off and 
try something new.

All materials are provided, includ-
ing paints, stencils, brushes and 
aprons, so all you need to bring 
is a sense of fun. Sessions run 
from 6.30pm to 8.00pm, with the 
full Rustic Café menu available 
throughout, making it easy to pair 
your creative streak with a bite to 
eat.

These adults-only events (18+) 
take place on selected evenings 
throughout December, offering a 
sociable, light-hearted night out 
as the darker evenings draw in.

To find out more or to book your 
spot, visit:
https://www.hopleyscamping.
co.uk/whats-on

Regus, Stourport Road
Kidderminster
DY11 7QE

kidderminster.communityho
use@regus.com

01562251393
07766 293115

 Prime location 24-hour secure
access

Flexible terms  Ready-to-use
offices

ELEVATE YOUR
WORKSPACE
TODAY!

3 MONTHS
FREE!

Looking for a flexible, professional
workspace? Now’s the perfect time to join
Regus Kidderminster!

Garden 

Lounge

Kitchen Meeting Room

kidderminster.communityho
use@regus.com

 Special Offer at Regus Kidderminster! 

Sign a 12–24 month agreement and enjoy

Hurry – this offer is only valid from October to December 2025!

62 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 63



.
December Motoring
Getting Winter-Ready
As winter settles in, December 
can be one of the most chal-
lenging months for motorists. 
With shorter days, plummeting 
temperatures, and unpredictable 
weather, a bit of preparation can 
make the difference between a 
safe journey and a stressful one. 
 
Start with a thorough winter 
check. Tyres are your first line 
of defence, so make sure they 
have at least 3mm of tread and 
are inflated correctly, as cold 
weather can cause the pressure 
to drop. Consider switching to 
all season or winter tyres if you 
regularly drive in icy or rural con-
ditions. Check your lights too, 
clean lenses and replace any 
faulty bulbs to ensure you can 
both see and be seen on dark 
mornings and misty evenings. 
Your windscreen is another key 
area. Top up your washer fluid 

with a winter grade mix that 
will not freeze, and make 
sure your wipers are free 
from cracks or smears. A 
quick spray of silicone lubri-
cant on your door seals and 
locks can also prevent them 
from freezing shut overnight. 
 
Cold weather can take a real 
toll on batteries, especially if 
yours is over three years old. 
Many garages offer a free 
battery test, and it is worth 
taking advantage before 
the mercury drops further. 
Keep your fuel tank at least 
half full to avoid condensa-
tion building up inside, and 
check that your antifreeze 
is at the correct strength. 
For longer journeys, particu-
larly over the festive season, 
pack a small winter survival 
kit. A blanket, torch, spare 

phone charger, water, and some 
snacks can be a real comfort 
if you get caught in traffic or 
stuck in bad weather. A shov-
el, de icer, and high visibility 
vest are handy additions too. 
 
Above all, adapt your driving 
style to the conditions. Ac-
celerate gently, avoid harsh 
braking, and leave plenty of 
space between you and the 
car in front. Remember, stop-
ping distances can be ten 
times longer on icy roads. 
 
Whether you are heading to see 
family for Christmas or just fac-
ing the daily commute, a calm, 
prepared approach will help you 
stay safe and stress free. With 
a little extra care, you can keep 
your car running smoothly and 
enjoy the season with confi-
dence.
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Gaunts of Kidderminster
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road

Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

01562 54 1062
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

Gaunts of Stourport
107 The Birches, Stourport-on-Severn

Worcestershire , DY13 9NR

01299 879 090
www.gauntsofstourport.co.uk

The Gaunt family have been providing first class, unrivalled and affordable
funeral services since 1900 through six generations. We have the ability to

adapt arrangements to suit any special request and make every funeral 
meaningful, unique and personal 

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services ⋅ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements ⋅ Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles ⋅ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling

Memorials Stones ⋅ Floristry ⋅ Pre Paid Funeral Plans 
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Kidderminster Harriers: DECEMBER Diary
December is shaping up to be an exciting month 
for Kidderminster Harriers, as new manager Adam 
Murray looks to guide his side through a busy 
festive fixture list. With plenty of home and away 
action, the Harriers will be eager to pick up points 
and give supporters plenty to cheer about over 
Christmas. 
 
The month kicks off at Aggborough on Saturday 6th 
December against Radcliffe, followed by a tricky 
away trip to Alfreton Town on the 20th. Fans can 
then enjoy some Boxing Day football as Harriers 
welcome Buxton to Aggborough on Friday 26th 
December, before rounding off the year with an 

Bo Henriksen and Jon Purdie, 
both of whom said they have 
fond memories of their time at 
the club, have joined KHIST as 
international and UK honorary 
presidents, respectively.

Henriksen, who is currently head 
coach at Mainz 05 in the Bun-
desliga, is fondly remembered 
for his prolific goal-scoring dur-
ing Harriers' time in the football 
league.

He set a club record as the first 
football league player at Harriers 
to score a hat-trick away from 
home in a clash with Exeter City. 
He finished the 2002–03 sea-
son as the club’s all-time highest 
football league goal scorer, with 

20 goals in 41 appearances.

Henriksen said: "It would be an 
honour to take the position of 
international honorary presi-
dent.

"I still follow the Harriers and 
it’s great to see them doing well 
this season." Purdie, who played 
more than 100 times for Harri-
ers in two spells, will always be 
remembered for his wonder goal 
against Birmingham City in the 
FA Cup third round during the 
1993/94 season.

He helped Harriers win the Con-
ference title in the same season 
as the incredible cup run.

Purdie said: "I’m delighted to 
take on the role of UK honorary 
president with the Trust.

"My time at Harriers was truly 
special, and I feel a strong con-
nection to the club.

"I continue to follow their pro-
gress and always wish them suc-
cess."

You can find out more about 
KHIST by visiting : 
https://www.khist.org.uk
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away fixture at Chester on Tuesday 30th December. 
Off the pitch, there’s plenty happening too. The club’s 
Christmas Party Nights return throughout the month, 
offering festive fun at Aggborough, while the club 
shop is stocked with gifts and merchandise for Har-
riers fans young and old. The Kidderminster Harriers 
Community Trust also continues its great work across 
the district, bringing football and festive spirit to local 
schools and groups. 
 
So, wrap up warm, grab your scarf, and head to Ag-
gborough this December — let’s make it a month to 
remember for Kidderminster Harriers!



CONTEMPORARYTRADITIONALCLASSICMODERN

› Up to 50% less than a new fully
fitted kitchen

› Replacement kitchen doors
› Cost effective made to measure solution
› Worktops and appliances
› Quick installation in 2-3 days by

local professionals

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1  KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

SAVE £600 WITH 
A FREE OVEN & HOB
Offer runs from 1st October to 31st December 2025.
Terms and Conditions apply. Offer only applies to selected ovens and hobs. 
Participating showrooms only.

 
 

86 Lawnswood Road,
Wordsley, DY8 5NA

01384 956119


