
YOUR  FREE MONTHLY COMMUNITY MAGAZINE EDITION NO. 19 AUGUST 2026

YOUR FREE
 COMMUNITY MAGAZINE 



Disclaimer: All adverts delivered by 
Wyre Forest Matters are published in 
good faith. We do not accept  
responsibility for the accuracy of such 
advertisements, nor is any kind of 
warranty or endorsement expressed or 
implied by such publication.
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Bewdley's Centenary Carnival 
Delivers a Celebration to Remember
Thousands of people flocked to 
Bewdley on Saturday as the town 
celebrated the 100th anniversary 
of its much-loved Land and River 
Carnival.

The historic event, first held 
in 1926, marked a remarkable 
milestone with a day packed full 
of colour, entertainment and 
community spirit, drawing huge 
crowds to the streets of the riv-
erside town.

Residents and visitors lined the 
parade route as a spectacular 
procession made its way through 

Bewdley, featuring everything 
from classic vehicles and tractors 
to community groups and colour-
ful floats.

The carnival atmosphere spread 
across the town centre, with 
stalls, live entertainment and 
family attractions creating a real 
festival feel throughout the day. 
Local businesses and traders also 
enjoyed a busy afternoon as thou-
sands of people came together to 
celebrate the occasion.

Among the traders taking part 
was Ariana's Treats and Cakes, 

attending the carnival for the 
first time. Owner Anzela Neal 
said she was delighted to be in-
volved in such a special year and 
praised the positive atmosphere 
around the town.

Returning favourite Judi Priest 
of Judi's Gems was also among 
the stallholders, showcasing her 
handmade jewellery and enjoy-
ing another successful carnival. 
She said the event always at-
tracts a fantastic crowd and pro-
vides a wonderful opportunity 
for local businesses to connect 
with visitors.

Follow us on Facebook Station Fund Shop.

4th and 5th July will be the second of 
our ever-popular 1940s events. All the 
stations will be decorated, and re-
enactors will be out and about across 
the railway. 

18th/19th July brings our brand-new 
Summer Gala.

From 21st July we then go into our 
Summer of Fun with activities for the 
children.

Check the SVR website for details and 
how to book.
The shop will be open on all operating 
days subject to volunteer availability.

Please check our facebook/Instagram 
page for updates on new stock and 
opening dates/times.

Follow us on Instagram
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The centenary celebrations 
highlighted exactly why Be-
wdley Carnival has remained 
one of the town's most cher-
ished traditions for a century. 
Generations of families have 
grown up attending the event 
and many returned once again 
to mark the landmark occasion.
With slightly cooler tempera-
tures than the previous day, 
conditions were perfect for vis-
itors to enjoy the packed pro-
gramme of activities. Children 
headed for the funfair, fami-
lies browsed the many stalls 
and entertainment continued 
throughout the afternoon.

Reaching 100 years is an ex-
traordinary achievement for 
any community event and Sat-
urday's celebrations were a 
fitting tribute to all those who 
have helped keep the carnival 
alive over the decades.

The success of this year's event 
has already sparked excitement 
for the future, with organisers 
now turning their attention to 
next year.

Planning for Bewdley Carnival 
2027 has already begun and 
organisers are inviting the com-
munity to get involved.
Whether you would like to 
volunteer, sponsor the event, 
enter a float or simply lend a 
helping hand, there are plenty 
of ways to play a part in one of 
Bewdley's most treasured tra-
ditions.

For more information and to 
register your interest, 
visit: 
www.bewdleycarnival.co.uk 
and help shape the next chap-
ter of Bewdley Carnival's 
remarkable story.
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You may not know that your 
workplace is becoming a fairer 
place for you! As a result of the 
Employment Rights Act 2025 
passed by the Labour govern-
ment as part of the Plan to Make 
Work Pay, new key employment 
rights came into effect in April 
2026. This Plan extends employ-
ment protections, but changes 
are introduced in stages so that 
employers, businesses and work-
ers have time to prepare.

Changes that came to your 
workplace in April 2026
Statutory Sick Pay, the minimum 
amount that employers must 
pay you when you are off work 
through illness, has changed and 
will benefit up to 9.6 million UK 
workers while helping lower in-
come households. You are now 
entitled to Sick Pay from your 
first day at work and receive Sick 
Pay from your first day of sickness 
absence. Until now, you were not 
paid for the first three days off 
work. The Lower Earnings Limit 
has also been removed. Before 
April 2026, if you earned below 

the £125-a-week threshold, you 
were not entitled to Sick Pay at 
all. Everyone is now eligible. This 
will really help women who are 
often in lower paid jobs, part-
time workers, disabled employ-
ees as well as younger and older 
workers.

Paternity leave and unpaid Paren-
tal Leave are now a right from day 
one of employment.

The Minimum Service Level Leg-
islation has been repealed. Peo-
ple in key public services such 
as Health Services, Education, 
Transport, Fire and Rescue ser-
vices or Border Security can now 
go on strike without employers 
requiring specific employees to 
work. In cases of collective re-
dundancies, where more than 20 
employees are affected in one es-
tablishment, if the employer has 
failed to consult staff correctly, 
the maximum Redundancy Pro-
tection Award has been doubled 
from 90 days’ pay to 180 days’ 
pay per affected employee.

Whistleblowing protections have 
been strengthened in cases of sex-
ual harassment, so don’t be afraid 
to report your colleagues or boss.
Employees can also no longer be 
fired for taking part in lawful strike 
action.

More changes are coming from 
January 2027 - Stronger protec-
tions will be introduced covering 
changes to pay, pensions, working 
hours, shift patterns and holiday 
entitlement. Unfair dismissal pro-
tection will  apply after six months 
of service  rather than two years.
There will also be significant 
changes to zero-hours and 
low-hours contracts. 

Workers will have the right to be 
offered guaranteed hours based 
on their regular working patterns, 
must be given greater notice of 
shifts, and must receive compensa-
tion for shifts cancelled or changed 
at short notice. Employees will also 
be protected from dismissal if they 
insist on these rights.
Content provided by Wyre Forest 
Labour Party.

Big Changes At Work
New Employment Rights Explained

01562 66882 
LISLE AVENUE, KIDDERMINSTER 

www.kawinteriordesign.co.uk 

SALE NOW ON 
 W I T H  E X C L U S I V E  O F F E R S  AVA I L A B L E  T O  Y O U 

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE! 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS ON SELECTED FURNITURE & APPLIANCES 

VISIT OUR 

NEW 
SHOWROOM! 
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Bewdley Festival Returns 
with a Spectacular Celebration of the Arts

This October, the much-loved 
Bewdley Festival returns for its 
38th year, bringing an inspiring 
programme of music, comedy, 
literature, history, art and con-
versation to venues across the 
town.

Since its launch in 1988, the 
festival has become one of the 
region's cultural highlights, at-

tracting acclaimed performers, 
respected speakers and emerg-
ing talent. The 2026 programme 
promises another memorable 
celebration, offering something 
to appeal to audiences of all 
ages and interests.

Music lovers are in for a treat, 
with performances from Glenn 
Tilbrook, the distinctive voice of 

Squeeze, alongside Liza Pulman 
of Fascinating Aida fame. Clas-
sical music fans can enjoy ap-
pearances from the internation-
ally acclaimed Carducci Quartet 
and the talented Young Pianists 
of Bewdley, while the Deborah 
Bonham Band will kick-start the 
festival in style.

Comedy is also firmly on the 
agenda. Popular Radio 4 favour-
ite Alfie Moore returns with his 
hit show It's A Fair Cop, while im-
pressionist, comedian and musi-
cian Alistair McGowan promises 
an evening packed with laughter 
and entertainment.

The literary programme features 
award-winning authors Liz Hy-
der and Kit De Waal, offering 
both talks and opportunities 
for aspiring writers. History en-
thusiasts can enjoy fascinating 
presentations from Lesley Smith, 
portraying Emma Hamilton, Max 
Keen exploring the story of Dud-
ley Castle, and Dr Gareth Wil-
liams revealing the remarkable 

tale behind the Herefordshire 
Viking Hoard.

Festival-goers can also look 
forward to thought-provoking 
conversations with broadcaster 
Stuart Maconie, punk music 
writer John Robb, Gardeners' 
World presenter Adam Frost, 
Reverend Kate Bottley and sus-
tainability champion Baroness 
Natalie Bennett.

This year's visual arts pro-
gramme includes a special ex-
hibition celebrating the life and 
work of much-missed local art-
ist Claire Spencer at Bewdley 
Museum. Her son, Ben Bowl-
ing, will also share insights into 
her artistic legacy. Visitors can 
additionally enjoy Turner and 
Constable, one of the year's 
most acclaimed art films.
The festival is also shining a 
spotlight on two of the area's 

best-loved attractions, the Sev-
ern Valley Railway and West 
Midlands Safari Park, with spe-
cial talks exploring the impor-
tant work they undertake and 
the role they play in the local 
community.

Visitors can explore the full 
programme through the fes-
tival's online brochure, which 
contains detailed event infor-
mation, performer profiles, 
venue details and booking 
information. With dozens of 
events taking place throughout 
October, the brochure is the 
perfect way to plan your festi-
val experience. Whether you're 
interested in music, comedy, 
literature, history or visual 
arts, there is plenty to discover 
throughout this year's packed 
programme.

For full details, to view the online 
brochure and to book tickets, 
visit: www.bewdleyfestival.org.uk.

With such a diverse programme on 
offer, Bewdley Festival once again 
demonstrates why it remains one of 
Worcestershire's most cherished 
cultural events. 

Be part of something special this 
October, there truly is something for 
everyone.
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The Stourport Ice Cream Queue 
Record!

In the summer of 1976, during 
one of Britain’s hottest heatwaves, 
locals say an ice cream queue in 
Stourport stretched almost the 
entire length of the riverside. 
Families waited patiently in the 
blazing sunshine, determined not 
to miss out on a cone. Whether 
the queue was really quite that 
long may have been exaggerated 
over the years, but it remains one 
of the town’s favourite summer 
stories.

The Owl That Became a Village 
Celebrity!

Residents in Wolverley Village 
still talk about a tawny owl that 
regularly perched outside a 
local post office during the early 
mornings. The bird became so 
well known that people would 
adjust their walks to see if it had 
returned. Some even nicknamed 
it “Percy the Post Owl,” and its 
appearances became a source of 
great local excitement.

THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown  
Quirky Tales & Local Lore
The Clock That Ran Five 
Minutes Fast!

For years, locals in Kidder-
minster joked that one of the 
town’s old public clocks always 
seemed to be five minutes 
ahead. Shopkeepers claimed 
it was deliberately left fast to 
stop workers arriving late, while 
others believed it simply had a 
mind of its own. Generations of 
residents remember checking 
their watches against it and 
wondering which time was 
actually correct.

The Bewdley Bridge Ghost Light!

A long-standing tale in Bewdley 
tells of a mysterious lantern-like 
glow occasionally seen near the 
old bridge on misty evenings. 
Older residents claimed it was 
the spirit of a ferryman guiding 
travellers home, while others 
insisted it was simply moonlight 
reflecting on the River Severn. 
Whatever the explanation, the 
story still adds an extra touch 
of mystery to riverside walks 
after dark.

Reformer Pilates
Mat Pilates

Wunda Pilates 
Yoga

Barre
Ballet Fitness

Seated Exercise
Sound Baths

www.thewellnessstudios.co.uk

A bespoke wellness studios on 
Mill Street, Kidderminster,

DY11 6XB

health is wealth
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KIDDERMINSTER FOODBANK 
SETTLING INTO NEW HOME AS THE NEST TAKES SHAPE
Community lifeline begins an ex-
citing new chapter with expand-
ed support services for local 
residents Kidderminster Food-
bank is now firmly established 
in its new home on Worcester 
Street, marking the start of an 
ambitious new chapter for one 
of Wyre Forest's most important 
community organisations.

The move to larger premises 

has provided the foundation for 
the development of The NEST  
a permanent, community-led 
wellbeing hub designed to Nur-
ture, Empower, Support and 
help local people Thrive.

For many local people facing 
financial hardship, Kiddermin-
ster Foodbank provides an es-
sential safety net. Working 
with referral agencies including 

Citizens Advice, schools, health-
care professionals and support 
organisations, the Foodbank 
supplies emergency food par-
cels to individuals and families 
experiencing crisis. Alongside 
food provision, the team offers 
a compassionate and welcom-
ing environment, helping people 
access practical advice and ad-
ditional support services aimed 
at addressing the underlying 
causes of poverty and hardship.

The NEST will continue to be 
the base for Kidderminster 
Foodbank while also expanding 
the support available to local 
residents. Working alongside a 
range of partner organisations, 
the hub is beginning to offer 
wider services including coun-
selling, support groups, creative 
activities, health checks, hous-
ing and financial advice, employ-
ment assistance and access to 
specialist services.

The project has been made pos-
sible through support from a 
number of local organisations, 
including Wyre Forest Crema-
torium, Worcestershire Public 
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family 
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an 
excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by 
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% 
of providers in England

Professional care and 
support in your own home

Our dedicated Care Team are here to 
help support you with 24/7 care provision 
should it be required. At TLC Care At 
Home, we are dedicated to supporting 
people with wide range of needs, including 
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical 
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory 
Impairments and supporting our aging 
population.

Depending on your individual needs, we 
can offer varying degrees of support from 
young adults to very mature people. TLC 
Care at Home are here to help anyone 
who requires care and support to enable 
them to remain living at home for as long 
as it is safe to do so.

• Domiciliary Care

• Palliative care

• Personal care

• 24 hour care

• Companionship

• Dementia Care

• Overnight Care

• Elderly Care

• Care for young adults

• Supporting younger people

• Domestic services: cleaning, cooking, 
   washing and shopping

• Collections of pensions or prescriptions

• Trips out and about

Comprehensive range of 
care services

Please contact us now for more information 
Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com



5 REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL 

Where is your original Will? ✓

Are you up to date with the changes 
in legislation? 

Who are your Executors? Are they 
family, or someone else.. 

Are your wishes up to date? 

Have you built in “What if” clauses? 

✓

✓

✓

✓

Home 
Visits 

Available 

DON’T KEEP PUTTING THIS OFF: 
Protect your loved ones and your Home. Writing Wills for over 

30 years: we are genuine local people with £2.5 million of 
professional indemnity insurance. We also offer Trust, Power of 

attorney and Probate services. 

£49 
OFF 
NEW 

WILLS 

5 STAR Tel: 01562 228188 
or   01299 488577

it gave me more than food it gave 
me hope."

Foodbank services continue to 
operate from the new premises at 
64-65 Worcester Street, with the 
referral system remaining in place 
and support available for anyone in 
need. Donations can be made via 
the Kidderminster Foodbank Just-
Giving page, while the latest news 
and updates are available through 
the Foodbank's website and social 
media channels.

Health and Wyre Forest Dis-
trict Council. The vision behind 
The NEST is simple but power-
ful: creating a welcoming place 
where people can access practi-
cal help, build connections and 
find support when they need it 
most, while helping tackle the 
wider issues that can lead peo-
ple into food poverty.

Nina Price, Manager of Kidder-
minster Foodbank, said: "This 
move represents a really exciting 
moment for us. We're incredibly 
grateful to everyone who has 
supported us over the years and 
we're delighted to be welcom-
ing people into our new space. 
The NEST is about so much 
more than what we've been able 
to offer before it's about build-

ing something lasting, together, 
with our community at the heart 
of everything."

For more than a decade, Kidder-
minster Foodbank, part of the 
Trussell network, has supported 
residents across Wyre Forest, 
one of the most deprived areas 
in Worcestershire. Backed by 
more than 60 volunteers and a 
strong network of local partners, 
the organisation has continued 
to provide vital services through 
challenging circumstances, re-
maining committed to helping 
those experiencing hardship.

One service user described the 
impact of the Foodbank, saying: 
"The food bank saved me when 
I had nowhere else to turn. But 
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10% OFF 
installation & 
removal with 

this advert

If you’re interested in joining one our classes or would like  
more information, please call 01384 632 646 today.

westmidlandshospital.co.uk
West Midlands Hospital, Colman Hill, Halesowen, B63 2AH

Looking to stay active or regain 
confidence in your movement?
Our friendly exercise classes focus on 
building strength, improving balance 

and enhancing everyday function.

Join Ramsay Movers at 
West Midlands Hospital
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LAUREN HIRST & 
MARK WILLIAMS 
Local Qualified 
Lawyers of 50+ years 
experience 

“A lifetimeʼs attention to the most complex 
legal matters as a Police Superintendent, 

now lawyer, means you can definitely trust 
Mark & Lauren for your Will, Power of 

Attorney or Probate” 

Instructions taken in your own home or 
via video call/telephone

T: 01299 251442 
E: info@ambalegalservices.co.uk 
W. www.ambalegalservices.co.uk 
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Burlish Bike Park Teen Rides with 
World's Best in Austria

community helping him secure 
his place in Austria.

The experience saw Felyx rid-
ing alongside some of the big-
gest names in mountain biking, 
gaining valuable advice, building 
confidence and pushing himself 
on a course designed to inspire 
creativity and progression.

Speaking after the event, Felyx 
said: "It was honestly unreal. To 
be riding at Swatch Nines with 
people I've looked up to for 
years was a dream. At first it felt 
massive and a bit overwhelming, 
but everyone was so supportive 
and it made me want to push 
myself even more."

Felyx's love of mountain biking 
began when he was just two 
years old. From family bike rides 
he progressed to pump tracks, 
dirt jumps and eventually the 
British Fourcross Series. Away 
from racing, he has also played a 
major role in the success of Burl-
ish Bike Park, helping build the 
site, leading its Young Leaders 

A talented young rider from 
Burlish Bike Park has returned 
from one of the biggest events 
in the mountain biking world 
after earning a coveted place at 
the prestigious Swatch Nines in 
Sölden, Austria.

Sixteen-year-old Felyx Williams, 
who competes for Burlish Bike 
Park in the national MTB 4X 
series, was selected to take part 
in the event's highly regarded 
Senders Academy. Swatch Nines 
is famous for bringing together 
the world's top mountain bikers 
while giving promising young 
riders the chance to learn, de-
velop and showcase their skills 
on some of the sport's most 
spectacular features.

Felyx secured his place after re-
sponding to a social media call 
for applications. He submitted 
a video of his riding and was 
shortlisted alongside just 40 
riders from across the globe. A 
public vote followed, with over-
whelming support from friends, 
family, fellow riders and the local 

volunteer team and inspiring 
younger riders to get involved.
Now in its fourth year, Burlish 
Bike Park has become a thriv-
ing hub for young cyclists to 
develop skills, confidence and 
friendships.

Hannah Escott, founder of 
Open Trail and Burlish Bike 
Park, said: "Felyx has been part 
of Burlish from the very begin-
ning. He has helped shape the 
park, supported other young 
riders and worked incredibly 
hard on his own riding. To see 
him earn a place at Swatch 
Nines is fantastic and shows 
what can be achieved when 
young people are given the 
opportunity to thrive."

Felyx's achievement is a proud 
moment not only for him and 
his family, but for the entire 
Burlish Bike Park community, 
proving that local talent can 
reach the very highest level 
with dedication, hard work 
and the support of those 
around them.



Town Hall Restoration Wins
Prestigious Regional Award
Kidderminster Town Hall has 
been recognised as one of the 
West Midlands' standout resto-
ration projects after taking top 
honours at the prestigious RICS 
Awards 2026.

The landmark building was 
named winner in the Refurbish-
ment and Revitalisation category 
at the regional ceremony held at 
the Hyatt Regency in Birming-
ham. The project also received 
a Highly Commended accolade 
in the overall Project of the Year 
category, underlining the signifi-
cance of the ambitious restora-
tion.

The extensive redevelopment of 
the historic town hall has trans-
formed one of Kidderminster's 
most treasured buildings, care-
fully balancing the preservation 
of its heritage with the needs of 
a modern community venue.
As a listed building, the project 
presented a number of chal-

lenges. Age-related deteriora-
tion, outdated services and the 
need to improve accessibility and 
energy efficiency all had to be 
addressed while protecting the 
building's historic character.
The redevelopment has seen 
the introduction of a new café 
and bar, helping to bring more 
visitors into the town centre and 
providing a boost to local busi-
nesses. Meanwhile, the beau-
tifully restored music hall has 
been upgraded to international 
standards, enabling the venue to 
attract a wider range of perfor-
mances and events.

Judges praised the scheme for its 
sensitive approach to restoration 
and its positive impact on the 
town.

They said: "The blend between 
new and existing is subtle and in 
keeping with the environment. 
Consideration has been given 
to reusing rather than replacing 

wherever possible, and the refurbish-
ment has created facilities that will 
benefit the community for many years 
to come."

The RICS Awards celebrate the most 
inspiring projects across land, con-
struction and infrastructure, recog-
nising developments that make a real 
difference to communities.

More than 300 entries were submit-
ted across the UK's 12 regions this 
year, making Kidderminster Town 
Hall's success even more impressive.
The project will now go forward to 
represent the West Midlands at the 
RICS UK Grand Final in October, 
where it will compete against the best 
schemes from across the country.

For Kidderminster, the award is an-
other significant milestone in the 
town hall's remarkable revival and a 
fitting recognition of a project that 
has breathed new life into one of the 
town's most important civic buildings. 
To find out more visit: www.rics.org
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E: scddoors1@gmail.com I M: 07894 042351

9 Lombard Street Stourport on Severn DY13 8DP

K I TC H E N  M A K E OV E R S  A N D  I N T E R N A L  D O O R S  S P E C I A L I S T S

• OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE • FREE QUOTES • OVER 40 INTERNAL DOORS ON DISPLAY 

• LOTS OF DEALS • OVER 300 KITCHEN WORKTOP SAMPLES IN STORE

L O C A L  I N D E P E N D E N T  FA M I LY  R U N  B U S I N E S S

DOOR SALE 4

£800

INCLUDES SUPPLY AND 

FITTING OF 4 PREFINISHED 

DOORS WITH CHROME 

HANDLES

three Worcestershire businesses.
"It also shows that small fam-
ily businesses can take on global 
names and win.

"From a small fruit farm, to a local 
farm shop and a small home-run 
distillery, this is proof that Worces-
tershire can take on the world 
when it comes to quality."

The awards are another proud mo-
ment for Bewdley and demonstrate 
that exceptional products can come 
from small, independent producers 
with a passion for craftsmanship 
and local ingredients.

Find out more at:
www.hintonsofbewdley.co.uk

Bewdley's Hinton's Gin Celebrates 
International Success with Top Awards
A small artisan distillery in 
Bewdley is raising a glass after 
winning prestigious honours at 
one of the world's leading spirits 
competitions.

Hinton's Gin, founded by lo-
cal distiller Nick Hinton, has 
secured an impressive collection 
of medals at the internation-
ally renowned London Spirits 
Competition, further cementing 
its reputation for producing 
premium, handcrafted spirits.
Nick established the business 
nine years ago, drawing on 
experience gained while work-
ing in the drinks industry during 
the 1990s. Since then, Hinton's 
Gin has become well known for 
its commitment to quality and 
its unique "Branch to Bottle" 
philosophy, with staff foraging 
locally to source many of the 
ingredients used in their award-
winning products.

This year's competition saw 
three of the distillery's spirits 
entered for judging: Bewdley 
Gin, Worcestershire Cherry 
Gin and Damson Gin Liqueur. 
Competing against some of 

the world's biggest and most 
respected producers, the results 
were nothing short of remark-
able.

Both Bewdley Gin and Worces-
tershire Cherry Gin were 
awarded silver medals, while the 
Damson Gin Liqueur achieved 
a coveted gold medal, missing 
out on a double gold by just a 
single point.

The Damson Gin Liqueur 
also earned the distinction of 
becoming the highest-rated 
UK-produced liqueur in the 
competition, outperforming 
a host of international and 
national favourites.

The success is made even 
sweeter by the fact that the 
award-winning damsons used 
in the liqueur were sourced lo-
cally. The fruit was supplied by 
Bewdley Farm Shop and grown 
at Orchard Farm, creating 
what Nick describes as a true 
Worcestershire collaboration.
Speaking about the achieve-
ment, Nick said: "It was a real 
branch-to-bottle chain from 
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www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 
Call Paul on: 01562 741820  Mob: 07704 346506 

2 bags        
£19.50 

4 bags  
£38 

****  CClleeaarraannccee  DDeeaallss****                                                                                                          
MMaannyy  PPrroodduuccttss  LLeessss  tthhaann    HHAALLFF  PPRRIICCEE**  

Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 

      5+ bags                                      
Only £5.99 ea.  

   

3 bags 
Only 
£24 

FREE     
Delivery 
DY10,11 

2 bags  
£15   

4 bags  
£28 

FREE     
Delivery 
DY10,11 

75 ltr bag 60 ltr bag 50 ltr bag 

through the technological revo-
lution and into the modern digi-
tal age. Throughout every dec-
ade, the school has remained a 
place where children are encour-
aged to learn, grow and develop 
confidence in themselves and 
their abilities.

Generations of local families 
have passed through its doors, 
with many parents and even 
grandparents proudly seeing 
their own children attend the 
same school they once did. This 
strong sense of tradition and 
community remains one of Wol-
verley Sebright Primary's great-
est strengths.

To mark this significant anni-
versary, the school is holding a 
series of special events through-
out the year, bringing together 
current pupils, former students, 
staff and residents. The celebra-
tions will include opportunities 

This year, Wolverley Sebright 
Primary School proudly cel-
ebrates its centenary, marking 
100 years of educating local 
children and serving the com-
munity at the heart of 
Wolverley.

The school's story dates back to 
1926, when it opened to pro-
vide education for the growing 
number of children in the village 
and surrounding areas. Its name 
honours the Sebright family, 
who have long been associated 
with Wolverley through the his-
toric Wolverley Court estate and 
their significant contributions to 
local life and education.

Over the past century, the 
school has witnessed extraor-
dinary changes. It has guided 
pupils through times of national 
celebration and challenge, from 
the aftermath of the First World 
War and the Second World War, 

Wolverley Sebright Primary School
Celebrates 100 Years of Learning and Community 

to share memories, explore 
historical photographs and 
memorabilia, and reflect on 
the many stories that have 
shaped the school's remark-
able journey.

Reaching 100 years is a tre-
mendous achievement and a 
testament to the dedication 
of the teachers, governors, 
support staff and families 
who have played a part in the 
school's success over the dec-
ades.

As Wolverley Sebright Primary 
School celebrates this land-
mark occasion, it not only hon-
ours its rich and proud history 
but also looks confidently to 
the future, continuing its mis-
sion of inspiring young people 
and serving the community for 
generations to come.



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE
Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £600. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit, then 12 payments 

of £50 (0% APR Representative) Total amount payable £600 Subject to status. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, or in 
store concessions.
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Attwood Funerals Opens
New Meeting Room in Bewdley
Attwood Funerals is delighted 
to announce the opening of our 
new meeting room in Bewdley, 
located at the front of our studio 
at 31 Load Street.

We have been operating in the 
Wyre Forest for over 10 years 
and offer a fresh, contemporary, 
flexible, ecological, inclusive and 
professional funeral service.
We encourage families to be as 
involved in a funeral as much or 
as little as they feel comfortable 
with.

Join us for our Open Day on Fri-
day 31st July, from 10am to 2pm, 
where you can meet our small 
family team and some of our 
trusted partners.

We started Attwood Funerals 
after researching the need in the 
area for funeral care that offers 
a contemporary and holistic ap-
proach to death.

Attwood Funerals offers you a 
truly unique and bespoke service. 
We cater for all kinds of funerals, 
from a non-attended cremation 
from £1,195 to a church service 
followed by a burial or cremation, 
woodland burials, as well as ser-
vices around the ashes following 
a direct cremation.

Our Funeral Director, Mike 
Spohrer, is fully qualified with 
both Green Fuse and the Na-
tional Association of Funeral 
Directors. Mike is supported by 
Sam Spohrer and Kate Spohrer. 

We are a small team and only use 
trusted colleagues to help us de-
liver our funerals with grace, dig-
nity and sensitivity.

To find out more please see 
contact details in advert below.

34 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 35



36 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 37



38 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 39

Plant of the Month 
Japanese Anemone
As August arrives and many 
summer-flowering plants be-
gin to slow down, the Japanese 
Anemone takes centre stage. 
This elegant perennial is one 
of the stars of the late-summer 
garden, producing masses of 
delicate blooms from August 
through to October and some-
times even later if conditions 
remain mild. Its ability to provide 
colour when many other plants 
are fading makes it a favourite 
among gardeners looking to ex-
tend the season.

Despite its name, the Japanese 
Anemone actually originates 
from China, although it became 
widely cultivated in Japan and 
has long been associated with 
traditional Japanese gardens. 
Today it is a popular choice in 
British gardens thanks to its har-
diness, graceful appearance and 
reliable performance.

The flowers are available in 
shades ranging from pure 
white to soft pink and deeper 
rose tones. Held on tall, slen-
der stems above attractive dark 
green foliage, they appear to 
dance in the slightest breeze, 
adding movement and a sense 
of lightness to borders. The sim-
ple, open flowers are also highly 
attractive to bees and other pol-
linating insects, making them 
a valuable addition to wildlife-
friendly gardens.

Japanese Anemones thrive in 
moist but well-drained soil and 
are happiest in partial shade, 
although they will tolerate full 
sun if they receive sufficient 
water during dry periods. Once 
established, they are remarkably 
resilient and require very little 
maintenance beyond occasional 
watering during prolonged dry 
spells.

These versatile plants work beauti-
fully in cottage gardens, mixed bor-
ders and woodland-style planting 
schemes. They combine particu-
larly well with ornamental grasses, 
asters, sedums and late-flowering 
salvias, helping to create colourful 
displays that carry gardens through 
into autumn.
Another benefit is their longevity. 
Japanese Anemones are perennial 
plants that return year after year, 
gradually forming larger clumps and 
producing even more flowers as 
they mature. They also make excel-
lent cut flowers, bringing their un-
derstated elegance indoors.

For gardeners seeking dependable 
late-season colour, the Japanese 
Anemone is difficult to beat. Beauti-
ful, hardy and easy to grow, it pro-
vides a stunning display just when 
many gardens need it most, proving 
that the gardening season is far from 
over once summer draws to a close.
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Wolverley Village Players Open
Their Doors to New Members
If you've ever fancied stepping 
into the spotlight, singing your 
heart out, or simply becoming 
part of a friendly local group, 
now could be the perfect oppor-
tunity.

Wolverley Village Players are in-
viting new members to join them 
as they launch preparations for 
their latest production on Mon-
day 7th September at 7pm at 
Wolverley Memorial Hall, Shat-
terford Lane, Wolverley.

The local amateur dramatics 
group will unveil an original 
script, written entirely by mem-
bers of the society, titled Hansel 
and Gretel and the Sugar Free 
Fairy. The production promises 
plenty of fun, laughter and the 

traditional pantomime magic that 
audiences have come to love.
The launch evening is open to 
everyone, whether you have 
years of stage experience or have 
never set foot on a stage before. 
The group is particularly keen 
to welcome new faces and says 
there are plenty of opportunities 
to get involved both on and off 
stage.

Andrea Millner, Director for the 
new season, said: "We always 
welcome new members to join 
us. No previous experience is 
needed. If you fancy having a go 
at acting, singing, dancing or just 
helping out backstage, we would 
love to hear from you."
For more information, visit www.
wolverleyvillageplayers.co.uk.



BATHROOMS • WETROOMS • EN-SUITES • CLOAKROOMS • TILES 
3D DESIGN SERVICE • TRUSTED INSTALLERS • LOCAL & NATIONAL DELIVERY

Unit 1, 19 Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF
T 01562 751714 | E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk

WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Quality & Style in Every Bathroom

WE DO HOME VISITS!

NEW SHOWROOM DISPLAYS
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9AM- 5PM (SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)times of day and moods.

A statement headboard can dra-
matically change the appearance 
of a bedroom. Upholstered de-
signs remain particularly popu-
lar, adding texture and creating 
a focal point behind the bed. 
Even a simple fabric-covered 
headboard can elevate the en-
tire space.

Hotels are also experts at con-
trolling clutter. Matching bed-
side tables, concealed storage 
and carefully chosen accessories 
help create a calm and organised 
environment. Limiting decora-
tive items often results in a more 
sophisticated appearance.
Colour choices tend to be sub-
tle and timeless. Warm neutrals, 
soft greys, taupe and muted 
greens are commonly used 
because they promote relaxa-

Boutique hotels are designed 
to feel comfortable, stylish and 
relaxing, and many of the same 
principles can be applied to a 
bedroom at home without un-
dertaking a major renovation.

One of the most noticeable 
features of a hotel bedroom is 
high-quality bedding. Crisp cot-
ton sheets, a supportive duvet 
and multiple layers of pillows 
instantly create a more luxurious 
feel. Adding a textured throw at 
the foot of the bed introduces 
warmth and visual interest.

Lighting is equally important. 
Rather than relying on a single 
ceiling light, boutique hotels use 
layered lighting to create atmos-
phere. Bedside lamps, wall lights 
and soft accent lighting allow 
the room to adapt to different 

tion while providing a luxurious 
backdrop.

Mirrors can help reflect light and 
make a room feel larger. A well-
positioned full-length mirror or 
decorative wall mirror adds both 
practicality and style.

Finally, attention to small details 
can make a significant differ-
ence. Matching bedside lamps, 
quality curtains and coordinated 
cushions help create a cohesive 
look that feels thoughtfully de-
signed.

By focusing on comfort, lighting 
and simplicity, homeowners can 
achieve the elegant atmosphere 
associated with boutique hotels 
while creating a bedroom that 
feels both practical and 
indulgent.
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Creating a Boutique Hotel Bedroom  
Upgrades bring luxury into your home



with black metal brackets remain 
a popular choice, particularly in 
modern and industrial-inspired 
homes.

Storage plays a crucial role in 
keeping the area organised. 
Glass jars for coffee beans, la-
belled containers for sugar and 
baskets for pods help create 
a tidy and coordinated look. 
Matching storage solutions can 
instantly make the space feel 
more professional and consid-
ered.

Coffee machines have become a 
design feature in their own right. 
Whether it's a bean-to-cup ma-
chine, espresso maker or tradi-
tional cafetière, positioning it as 
the centrepiece helps define the 
area.

The home coffee station has be-
come one of the most popular 
interior design trends, combin-
ing practicality with a touch of 
everyday luxury. Rather than 
storing coffee supplies in differ-
ent cupboards, many homeown-
ers are creating dedicated areas 
where everything is organised 
and easily accessible.

A coffee station doesn't require 
a large kitchen. A section of 
worktop, a sideboard or even 
a compact corner can provide 
enough space. The key is keep-
ing essential items together, 
including coffee beans, pods, 
mugs, syrups and accessories.
Open shelving is often used 
to display favourite mugs and 
glassware while adding visual 
interest. Wooden shelves paired 

Lighting can also elevate a cof-
fee station. Under-shelf LED 
lighting or a small wall light cre-
ates ambience and makes the 
space feel intentionally designed 
rather than simply functional.

Adding personal touches helps 
complete the look. Framed 
coffee-themed artwork, a small 
plant or a decorative tray can 
give the station personality 
without creating clutter.

The appeal of a home coffee 
station lies in its simplicity. It 
creates a dedicated space for a 
daily ritual while helping keep 
kitchens organised. For many 
households, it's a relatively af-
fordable upgrade that combines 
style, convenience and a little 
café-inspired charm.

The Rise of The Home Coffee Station
Homeowners are creating coffee corners

44 Wyre Forest Matters Monthly Readership 30,000 45

07930890885 I www.ajvcarpetcare.co.uk

Why choose us?

Make an appointment
Get Your free quote today

• Local trusted family business 

• DBS Checked 

• Deepest clean guaranteed 

• Advanced stain removal 

• Child & pet friendly products

Before After

Worcestershires first choice for

professional carpet & upholstery cleaning



August is often seen as a month 
of harvesting, but it is also one of 
the most important times in the 
gardening calendar for sowing 
crops that will keep your kitchen 
supplied well into autumn and 
winter. As summer vegetables 
reach their peak, empty spaces 
begin to appear in vegetable 
beds, creating the perfect op-
portunity for a second round of 
planting.

Leafy crops are particularly well 
suited to August sowing. Let-
tuce varieties can still be planted 
and will produce fresh leaves 
for salads well into the autumn 
months. Rocket is another fast-
growing favourite, often ready 
to harvest within a few weeks 
and ideal for adding a peppery 
kick to sandwiches and salads.

For gardeners looking for some-
thing a little different, mizuna 
and mustard leaf are excellent 
choices. These oriental greens 

are easy to grow, cope well with 
cooler temperatures and pro-
vide colourful, flavourful leaves 
that can be eaten raw or lightly 
cooked. Lamb's lettuce, some-
times known as corn salad, is 
another reliable crop that thrives 
as temperatures begin to fall and 
can often be harvested through-
out winter.

Radishes remain one of the 
quickest and most rewarding 
vegetables to grow. Sown in 
August, many varieties can be 
ready to pick in as little as four 
weeks. Spring onions are an-
other excellent option, providing 
a steady supply of fresh, mild-
flavoured onions for salads and 
cooking.

Looking further ahead, August is 
the ideal time to plant overwin-
tering onion sets. These estab-
lish strong roots before winter 
and can produce an earlier crop 
the following summer compared 

with spring-planted onions.
Chicory is another worthwhile addi-
tion to the vegetable plot. Its crisp 
leaves are perfect for autumn salads, 
while some varieties can be forced 
later in the year to produce tender, 
blanched shoots.

With warm soil and generally reli-
able growing conditions, August 
offers gardeners the chance to keep 
harvesting long after summer has 
ended. A little planting now can pro-
vide fresh produce for many months 
to come.

August in The Vegetable Garden
Plant now for delicious autumn harvests
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style finishes, linen effects and 
subtle embossed designs add 
depth and interest without over-
whelming a space. These are 
particularly effective in hallways 
and lounges where homeowners 
want a sophisticated look.

Feature walls remain the most 
practical way to use bold wallpa-
per. Applying a statement design 
behind a bed, sofa or dining ta-
ble creates impact while keeping 
the rest of the room balanced. 
This approach works particularly 
well with darker colours and 
more intricate patterns.

For smaller rooms, lighter wall-
papers with delicate patterns 
can help create a sense of 
space while still adding person-
ality. Vertical stripes remain a 

Wallpaper has made a significant 
comeback in recent years, with 
homeowners increasingly us-
ing it to add character and indi-
viduality to their interiors. While 
painted walls remain popular, 
wallpaper offers an opportunity 
to introduce colour, texture and 
pattern in a way that paint sim-
ply cannot.

One of the biggest trends for 
2026 is the use of oversized bo-
tanical prints. Large-scale leaves, 
flowers and nature-inspired 
designs can create a striking fo-
cal point in living rooms, dining 
areas and bedrooms. Murals are 
also proving popular, turning a 
single wall into a dramatic de-
sign feature.
Textured wallpapers are anoth-
er growing trend. Grasscloth-

The Return of Wallpaper
Bold patterns, texture and personality 

favourite choice for hallways 
and rooms with lower ceilings 
as they can make walls appear 
taller.

When choosing wallpaper, it is 
important to consider the room's 
natural light. Dark designs can 
look stunning in bright spaces 
but may feel heavy in rooms 
with limited daylight. Ordering 
samples and viewing them at 
different times of day can help 
avoid costly mistakes.

Rather than covering every wall, 
today's approach to wallpaper 
is often about creating care-
fully chosen focal points. Used 
thoughtfully, it can transform 
an ordinary room into a space 
that feels stylish, welcoming and 
uniquely personal.

Design your dream door in minutes, with our online door designer.

Choose Door Type Choose a Door Range

Configure Your 
Frame

Choose Your 
Door Design

Choose Your 
Colour

Choose Your Hardware 

*Please Note: Exact prices are subject to the survey.All doors made in UK by:  

Design your new 
front door today
*Prices include survey, fitting and a 10 year guarantee

sales@securecompositedoorsltd.co.uk

01562 265 600
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STOURPORT SHOWROOM
Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre
Wilden Lane
Stourport-on-Severn
(next to The Wash House - Free parking) 
01299 879779
sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk 
Mon–Thurs: 10am–3pm Fri: 10am–12:30pm
Closed weekends

        GILBERTS BLINDS LTD

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts
As a trusted local family business with over 
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on 
offering friendly, professional support, expert 
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to 
your needs.

Whether you're updating one room or your entire 
home, our team is here to help you find the 
perfect solution.

Talk to the experts – contact us today and 
transform your windows with style and 
confidence!

Made To Measure Shutters:
• British Made
• Energy Efficient
• 10 Year Gaurantee

GILBERTS
BLINDS

make a house feel like a home. 
What sets the business apart is 
its heritage in upholstery and 
soft furnishings. With more 
than 40 years of expertise, the 
family-run team creates made-
to-measure curtains and blinds, 
handcrafted in their Kiddermin-
ster workshop. Customers can 
choose from hundreds of fabrics 
and receive guidance through-
out the design process, ensuring 
every piece perfectly comple-
ments their home. 

The stores are packed with in-
spiration, from statement lamps 
and eye-catching wall art to 
luxurious cushions, throws and 
unique gift ideas. Their carefully 
curated product range reflects 
current interior trends while 
maintaining a timeless appeal, 
making it easy to find pieces that 
will look just as good years from 

In a world of flat-pack furniture 
and mass-produced home ac-
cessories, it’s refreshing to find 
an independent interiors busi-
ness that genuinely helps people 
create a home with character. 
Based in Kidderminster and Be-
wdley, Kim’s Designs has built a 
reputation for combining stylish 
home décor, bespoke upholstery 
and expert interior advice with a 
warm, personal approach. 

Whether you're looking to re-
fresh a single room or com-
pletely transform your living 
space, Kim’s Designs offers an 
impressive range of products 
and services. Their collections 
include furniture, lighting, wall 
art, mirrors, soft furnishings, 
home fragrance, tableware and 
decorative accessories, allow-
ing customers to add those all-
important finishing touches that 

Kim’s Designs 
Bringing Personality Into Your Home

now as they do today. 
For those seeking something 
truly individual, Kim’s Designs 
also offers upholstery services, 
breathing new life into cherished 
furniture and helping customers 
create bespoke pieces tailored 
to their own style. This blend 
of craftsmanship, creativity and 
personal service has earned the 
business a loyal following across 
Wyre Forest and beyond. 

Whether you're planning a 
full home makeover or sim-
ply searching for that perfect 
decorative piece, Kim’s Designs 
proves that great interiors are 
about more than following 
trends they're about creating 
spaces that reflect your person-
ality and make every day feel a 
little more special.
To find out more visit: 
www.kims-designs.co.uk
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 MONDAY
STOURPORT 5.30pm & 7pm 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

TUESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 9.30am & 11am 

St Cecilia’s Church 

Hoo Road 

Kidderminster 

Jane 07800889768 

KIDDERMINSTER 

3.30pm 5pm & 7pm

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue 

Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT

5.30pm 

Stourport Bowling Club

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

WEDNESDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 5.30pm & 7pm 

Kidderminster Baptist church 

Franche road 

Kidderminster 

Russ 07742 254410

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am, 5pm & 7pm 

St. George’s Social Club Radford 

Avenue Kidderminster 

Net 07989598589

STOURPORT 9.30am 

Stourport Bowling Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Jane 07800889768

BEWDLEY5.30pm & 7pm St. 

George’s Hall

Load Street 

Bewdley 

Russell 07742254410

THURSDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

9.30am & 11am 

Kidderminster CarolinasR.F.C 

Marlpool Lane Kidderminster 

KIDDERMINSTER 6.00pm 

Foley Park Methodist Church 

Off Brinton Close 

Kidderminster 

Rachel 07907033347

STOURPORT 

5pm & 7pm 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport Lisa 

07906 989728

FRIDAY
STOURPORT 9.30am & 11am 

The Severns Club 

Lickhill Road, Stourport 

Lisa 07906 989728

KIDDERMINSTER 

9am & 10.30am 

Kidderminster Carolinas R.F.C 

Marlpool Lane

SATURDAY
KIDDERMINSTER 

7.30am, 9am & 10.30am

St Mary’s Church 

Churchfields 

Kidderminster 

Kerry 07936495211

STOURPORT 8am & 9.30am 

The Cornerstone Rooms 

(part of the Stourport Baptist 

Church)

Minster Road, Stourport

real food, real support, real results

August is National Wellness 
Month, a month-long global 
initiative encouraging people to 
focus on their physical, mental 
and emotional wellbeing. In a 
world where busy schedules, 
constant notifications and eve-
ryday pressures can often leave 
us feeling overwhelmed, Na-
tional Wellness Month serves as 
a timely reminder that looking 
after ourselves should never be 
considered a luxury – it is es-
sential.

The concept is simple: dedi-
cate time throughout August to 
building healthier habits, reduc-
ing stress and making positive 
lifestyle changes that can have 
lasting benefits long after the 

August - National Wellness Month 
Small Changes, Big Benefits

hobby can make a noticeable dif-
ference to overall wellbeing.

Stress management is another 
major focus. Modern life can 
place significant demands on our 
time and energy, and prolonged 
stress can affect both physical and 
mental health. Simple techniques 
such as deep breathing exercises, 
mindfulness, spending time out-
doors and connecting with friends 
or family can all help reduce stress 
levels. 

Research consistently shows that 
regular physical activity is also 
one of the most effective ways to 
boost mood and improve mental 
resilience.

month has ended. Importantly, 
wellness is not about drastic di-
ets, punishing fitness regimes or 
striving for perfection. Instead, 
it focuses on sustainable chang-
es that help people feel happier, 
healthier and more balanced.

One of the key themes of Na-
tional Wellness Month is self-
care. While the phrase is often 
associated with spa days and 
pampering, genuine self-care is 
much broader. It includes get-
ting enough sleep, eating nutri-
tious meals, staying hydrated, 
taking regular breaks and mak-
ing time for activities that bring 
joy and relaxation. Even setting 
aside just 15 minutes a day to 
read, walk, meditate or enjoy a 
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National Wellness Month also 
encourages people to review 
their daily routines. Small ad-
justments can often produce 
significant results. Going to bed 
at the same time each night, 
taking a short walk during lunch 
breaks, reducing screen time be-
fore sleep or preparing healthier 
meals are all achievable goals 
that can improve wellbeing over 
time.

The month provides an excel-
lent opportunity to explore local 
resources too. Across the region 
there are numerous opportuni-
ties to support a healthier 
lifestyle, from fitness classes and 
walking groups to yoga sessions, 
wellbeing workshops and 
community activities. 

Whether it's committing to a 
daily walk, drinking more water, 
prioritising sleep or simply taking 
a little more time to relax, small 
positive changes made today 
could lead to a healthier, happier 
future. After all, investing in your 
wellbeing is one of the most valu-
able commitments you can make.  

By focusing on achievable goals 
and celebrating small successes, 
you can create lasting habits that 
support your health all year round. 
Remember, wellness is not a des-
tination but an ongoing journey, 
and every positive step, no matter 
how small, contributes towards 
a better quality of life, increased 
resilience and greater overall hap-
piness.

Participating in local events can 
not only improve physical health 
but also help strengthen social 
connections, which play a vital 
role in overall happiness and 
wellbeing.

Perhaps the most important 
message behind National 
Wellness Month is that wellness 
looks different for everyone. 
What works for one person may 
not work for another, and that's 
perfectly fine. The aim is not to 
compare ourselves with others 
but to identify the habits and 
routines that help us feel our 
best.

As August unfolds, why not use 
National Wellness Month as an 
opportunity to check in with 
yourself? 

August - National Wellness Month 
Small Changes, Big Benefits

W H A T ’ S  I N C L U D E D

Come along, see if it’s for you — no commitment. Simply
bring this leaflet or mention it when you book.

T H E  W E L L N E S S  C L U B
Feel your best, together

Come and try a session — you’ll be made very welcome.

A friendly membership for women in midlife and beyond — a place
to move, connect and feel supported, all in one place.

J U S T  £ 2 5  

07855 252483

@sandratoddnutrition

 M O N T H  

support@sandratoddnutrition.co.uk

www.sandratoddnutrition.co.uk

 C A N C E L  A N Y T I M E/ ·

Your first taster session is FREE

Twice-weekly sessions — 20 minutes of informative talks and 30 minutes of
resistance exercise made for midlife, plus an optional weigh-in. Come to one or
both.

Mondays & Wednesdays, 6:30–7:30pm at Anglo House, Stourport-on- Severn
(full address below) — attend both at no extra cost.

So much more — members’ WhatsApp group, online portal with
workouts & handouts, seasonal recipe bundles and my Cooking Club.

Member discounts — save on my courses and programmes (e.g. cooking club,
weight loss programmes, stretch and tone course and much more), exclusively for
members.

SCAN TO JOIN

Sandra Todd Nutrition Ltd 
Suite 44, Anglo House, Worcester Road, Stourport-on-Severn, 

Worcestershire, DY13 9AW
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Join us for our next events 
Brook Court care home, Kidderminster

Food festival
Saturday 8th August, 11am - 2pm 
Enjoy delicious food, seasonal favourites, and family friendly entertainment.

Adjusting to a dementia diagnosis 
Friday 28th August, 2pm - 4pm
Listen to dementia specialist Barbara Stephens share insights into how your journey with dementia.

Chandler Court care home, Bromsgrove

Taste of Chandler Court 
Friday 7th August, 2pm - 4pm
Enjoy delicious food, seasonal favourites, and family friendly entertainment, including a pop-up bakery.

To attend please call 0330 029 1792 or visit 
careuk.com/kidderminster

Trusted to care

Award 
winning care 

homes
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There’s something wonderfully 
nostalgic about blackberry 
season. 

As summer begins to fade and 
autumn edges closer, hedgerows 
across Worcestershire burst into 
life with clusters of ripe, juicy 
blackberries just waiting to be 
picked. From country lanes and 
canal paths to local parks and 
countryside walks, this is the 
perfect time of year to enjoy one 
of nature’s tastiest free treats.

Blackberries are typically at their 
best from late August through to 
September, making now the ide-
al opportunity to get outdoors 
and enjoy a spot of foraging. 
Not only is blackberry picking a 
great family activity, but it’s also 
a fantastic way to connect with 
the local countryside while gath-
ering ingredients for a variety of 
delicious homemade dishes.
Packed with vitamin C, fibre and 

antioxidants, blackberries are as 
nutritious as they are versatile. 
Their sweet yet slightly tart fla-
vour works beautifully in both 
sweet and savoury recipes. Tra-
ditional favourites such as black-
berry crumble remain popular 
for good reason, especially when 
served warm with custard or ice 
cream. They can also be trans-
formed into jams, jellies and 
chutneys, or added to smoothies 
for a healthy breakfast boost.

For those looking to experiment, 
blackberries pair exception-
ally well with apples, pears and 
plums. They can be baked into 
muffins, folded through cakes, 
used to top cheesecakes or 
stirred into porridge. A handful 
of fresh berries can even elevate 
a simple summer salad when 
combined with goat’s cheese 
and walnuts.

If you do head out blackberry 

picking, remember a few simple 
rules. Only pick from areas away 
from busy roads, avoid taking 
more than you need, and leave 
plenty behind for wildlife. Birds, 
insects and small mammals all 
rely on hedgerow fruits as an 
important food source as the 
seasons change.

One of our favourite ways to 
celebrate the season is with a 
homemade Blackberry & Apple 
Loaf. Combining the sweetness 
of fresh apples with the rich fla-
vour of ripe blackberries, it’s a 
simple bake that perfectly cap-
tures the taste of late summer 
and early autumn.

Turn the page for our delicious 
Blackberry & Apple Loaf recipe 
and bring a little taste of the 
Worcestershire countryside into 
your kitchen.
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Make the Most of Blackberry Season
Blackberries are at their best in August 

professional,
   expert, guaranteed... Paving, Driveways

& Landscaping
BLOCK PAVING
TARMAC DRIVEWAYS
RESIN DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS & PATHS
LANDSCAPING

approved installers in

            Kidderminster...
                        and the Surrounding Areas 10 YEAR

GUARANTEE

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Freephone: 0800 747 1422
Kidderminster: 01562 814542
Mobile: 07454 515115

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP GUARANTEED
www.oldenglishpaving.co.uk
sales@oldenglishpaving.co.uk



Eat, drink 
& celebrate.

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SEATING 
SUMMER MENUS • COCKTAILS • DJS 

LIVE MUSIC • EVENTS

Christmas at 106
Too early? Not for the best dates.

Festive dining, party nights, Santa 
events and NYE celebrations are 
coming soon. Scan to see what’s on.

www.paisleyat106.co.uk
106 Minster Road, 
Stourport, DY13 8AB
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• 250g self-raising flour
• 175g butter
• 175g light muscovado sugar
• ½ tsp cinnamon
• 2 rounded tbsp demerara sugar
• 1 small eating apple, quartered
• 2 large eggs beaten
• 1 orange finely grated zest
• 1 tsp baking powder
• 225g blackberry

Step 1
Preheat the oven to 180C/gas 4/
fan 160C. Butter and line the bot-
tom of a 1.7 litre loaf tin (see tip 
below). In a large bowl, rub the 
flour, butter and muscovado sugar 
together with your fingers to make 

fine crumbs. Measure out 5 level 
tbsp of this mixture into a small 
bowl for the topping, and mix in 
to it the cinnamon and demerara 
sugar. Set aside.

Step 2
Coarsely grate the apple down to 
the core and mix in with the eggs 
and the zest. Stir the baking pow-
der into the rubbed-in mixture in 
the large bowl, then quickly and 
lightly stir in the egg mixture un-
til it drops lightly from the spoon. 
Don’t overmix.

Step 3
Gently fold in three quarters of the 
berries with a metal spoon, trying 
not to break them up. Spoon into 
the tin and level. Scatter the rest 

Blackberry & apple loaf
Make the most of late-season fruit 

Ingredients
of the berries on top. Sprinkle over 
the topping and bake for 1¼ -1 hour 
20 minutes. Check after 50 min-
utes and cover loosely with foil if it 
is browning too much. When done 
the cake will feel firm, but test with 
a skewer.

Step 4
Leave in the tin for 30 minutes be-
fore turning out, then cool on a wire 
rack. Peel off the paper before cut-
ting. Will keep wrapped in foil or in a 
tin for up to 2 days.

Method



SATURDAY 8 AUGUST SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 
3-5PM

The Kingsford Pub Wolverley 
Kingsford Caravan Park, Sladd Lane, Wolverley DY11 5TA

Telephone: 01562916219 / 07817464577    Email: hickys@aol.com

29 AUGUSTSATURDAY

SATURDAY
15 

AUGUST

Tuesday
Tribute
night 

‘ E LT O N
J O H N ’

£ 6  A  T I C K E T

A L L O C AT E D
S E AT I N G

SATURDAY 1 AUGUST

FRIDAY NIGHT
SPECIALS

7             14TH TH

FRIDAYS IN AUGUST

 21         28   ST TH
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Upcoming Events 

Try Our Fresh, New Menu 
Served Lunch & Dinner 

www.thechurchvenue.com I 01562 320420 

Church Street, Kidderminster DY102AR 

The Church Venue The Church Venue.dy10 
Check out all our 
upcoming events here 

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

Church Restaurant & Bar 

Lunch Served 12 - 2:30pm  Dinner Served 5:30pm - 8:45pm Sunday Lunch Served 12 - 4:45pm 

SAT, SEP 26th 

Ghast - Ghost Tribute Live 
Band - 9PM 

MUSIC 

SAT, NOV 07th 
Ashley Campbell & Band 

7PM 

MUSIC

SUN, AUG 30th 
Allegro Over 30'S 
Day Party - 2PM 

01562 320420 

MUSIC 

Church Venue 

The Ultimate Mod Revue
At Kidderminster Town Hall
Get ready for a night of pure 
Mod magic as The Goldhawks 
bring their acclaimed Ultimate 
Mod Revue to the stage. Packed 
with energy, nostalgia and wall-
to-wall classics, this high-volt-
age production celebrates the 
very best Mod anthems from 
the 1960s through to the 1980s 
and beyond. Featuring out-
standing musicians and vocal-
ists, the show delivers hit after 
hit from legendary acts including 
The Who, The Jam, Small Faces, 
Ocean Colour Scene and The 
Kinks. 

Produced by the team behind 
the hugely successful Quadro-
phenia – The Album, LIVE!, the 
performance is enhanced by a 
giant screen projection featuring 
specially created film sequences 
that capture the style, attitude 

and spirit of the Mod move-
ment. The result is an immersive 
journey through one of Britain's 
most influential youth cultures. 

Whether you were there the 
first time around or simply love 
great live music, this is a show 
designed to get audiences sing-
ing, dancing and reliving some 
of the greatest songs ever re-
corded. With rave reviews from 
audiences and famous fans alike, 
including actors Jane Horrocks 
and Phil Daniels, The Ultimate 
Mod Revue has built a reputa-
tion as one of the UK's leading 
celebration shows. 

The show comes to Kiddermin-
ster Town Hall on Friday 14 
August, starting at 7.30pm. 

Expect 90 minutes of unforget-
table music, timeless classics 
and plenty of audience partici-
pation. 

Book tickets:

www.boxoffice.
kidderminstertownhall.org.uk

Bring your lungs, you'll be 
singing every word.
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Mike Sanchez Brings Rhythm & Blues
Magic to Kidderminster
Rhythm & blues legend Mike 
Sanchez heads to Kidderminster 
Town Hall on Friday 21 August 
from 6pm as part of the Get Your 
Kicks on the A456 Festival and 
Book Launch.

Widely regarded as one of the 
UK’s finest rhythm & blues per-
formers, Sanchez has built an 
international reputation for his 
electrifying live shows, blend-
ing rock ’n’ roll, blues, boogie-
woogie and soul with effortless 
style. Drawing inspiration from 
the sounds of New Orleans 
and classic American R&B, his 
performances are packed with 
energy, passion and world-class 
musicianship.

Over a career spanning decades, 
Sanchez has performed along-
side music legends including Eric 
Clapton and Bill Wyman, earning 
respect as a true musician’s musi-
cian and one of Europe’s leading 
interpreters of roots music.

Joining him on stage will be his 
outstanding band featuring Mark 
Morgan on drums, Tom Bull on 
guitar, Nick Whitfield on bass, 
Drew Davies on tenor saxophone 
and Jean-Marc Labbe on baritone 
saxophone.
The evening will also feature spe-
cial guests The Chloe Mogg Band, 
bringing their acclaimed blend of 
blues, rock and Americana, along-
side rising act Crimson Flame, 
whose energetic sound combines 

classic influences with a con-
temporary edge.
Set against the backdrop of the 
A456 Festival celebrations and 
book launch, the event prom-
ises an unforgettable evening of 
live music, storytelling and com-
munity spirit. Whether you're a 
lifelong blues fan or simply love 
great live music, this special 
concert at Kidderminster Town 
Hall is set to be one of the high-
lights of the summer.

Mike Sanchez and Friends
Friday 21 August, 6pm
Kidderminster Town Hall
Tickets available now.
www.boxoffice.
kidderminstertownhall.org.uk

wwwwww..55ssttaarrwwiinnddoowwss..ccoo..uukk 0011556622 881144775577

WWiinnddoowwss || DDoooorrss || CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorriieess || OOrraannggeerriieess
KKiiddddeerrmmiinnsstteerr && WWoorrcceesstteerr sshhoowwrroooommss ooppeenn 77 ddaayyss aa wweeeekk

TThhee WWyyrree FFoorreesstt''ss HHoommee IImmpprroovveemmeenntt SSppeecciiaalliisstt......

FFlleexxiibbllee
FFiinnaannccee
OOppttiioonnss
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Saturday 12th September 2026

Bodenham Arboretum 
Bodenham Lane 
Kidderminster 
DY11 5TB

Arrival from 10am

REGISTER NOW

Scan here 
to donate

Registered Charity No: 1146310 
Company Number: 07846810

kemphospice.org.uk

Kindly 
Sponsored 
by:

Supported by:

www.kemphospice.org.uk/butterfly  

Remember the life 
of someone special & 

Support KEMP Hospice by 
dedicating & releasing a butterfly.

..

Renault 5 E-Tech: The Electric Car
Everyone’s Talking About
Few new cars have generated as 
much excitement in 2026 as the 
Renault 5 E-Tech. Bringing back 
one of the most recognisable 
names in motoring history, Re-
nault has successfully combined 
retro styling with modern electric 
technology to create a car that 
feels both nostalgic and futuristic.

The original Renault 5 was a 
common sight on British roads 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s, 
becoming known for its practical-
ity, affordability and quirky French 
charm. Fast forward to today and 
Renault has revived the iconic 
badge for a new generation of 
drivers, this time with a fully elec-
tric powertrain.

At first glance, the resemblance 
to the classic model is obvious. 
The square headlights, distinctive 
silhouette and bold colours all pay 
tribute to the original, yet the new 

version looks thoroughly mod-
ern. It stands out in a market 
where many electric vehicles 
have become increasingly sim-
ilar in appearance.

The Renault 5 E-Tech is avail-
able with battery options 
offering up to 250 miles of 
range, making it practical for 
everyday use as well as longer 
journeys. Rapid charging can 
take the battery from 15 to 80 
per cent in around 30 minutes, 
helping to reduce range anxi-
ety for motorists considering 
the switch to electric.

Inside, the car features a digi-
tal dashboard, modern info-
tainment system and a sur-
prisingly spacious cabin for a 
compact hatchback. Renault 
has focused on making the car 
enjoyable to drive too, with 
responsive handling and a low 

centre of gravity thanks to the 
battery placement. Reviewers 
across the motoring industry 
have praised its combination of 
value, style and driving enjoy-
ment.

Perhaps most importantly, the 
Renault 5 proves that electric 
cars do not have to be bor-
ing. While many manufacturers 
focus solely on efficiency and 
technology, Renault has created 
a vehicle with genuine character. 

It appeals not only to environ-
mentally conscious drivers but 
also to those who simply want a 
car that makes them smile every 
time they see it on the driveway.
For many motorists, the Renault 
5 E-Tech could be the car that fi-
nally makes the move to electric 
feel exciting.
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Gaunts of Kidderminster
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road

Kidderminster, DY10 1JR

01562 54 1062
www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

Gaunts of Stourport
107 The Birches, Stourport-on-Severn

Worcestershire , DY13 9NR

01299 879 090
www.gauntsofstourport.co.uk

The Gaunt family have been providing first class, unrivalled and affordable
funeral services since 1900 through six generations. We have the ability to

adapt arrangements to suit any special request and make every funeral 
meaningful, unique and personal 

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING:

24hr Professional Services ⋅ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements ⋅ Local Direct Cremations
Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles ⋅ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling

Memorials Stones ⋅ Floristry ⋅ Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

.......

Harriers Ready for Life Back in the 
National League
There is a real buzz around Ag-
gborough as Kidderminster Har-
riers prepare for their return to 
the National League following a 
memorable promotion-winning 
campaign.

The Harriers secured their place 
back in non-league football's top 
division after an outstanding sea-
son in National League North, 
culminating in a 2-0 victory over 
South Shields in the play-off final. 
The achievement marked a swift 
return to the fifth tier and sparked 
celebrations among supporters 
who believe the club belongs at a 
higher level.

Now attention turns to the 
2026/27 season, and the chal-
lenge of competing against some 
of the biggest clubs outside the 
Football League. The National 
League remains one of the tough-
est divisions in the country, fea-
turing former EFL sides, ambitious 
full-time clubs and several teams 
with promotion aspirations.

Leading the Harriers into the 
new campaign is manager 
Paul Wotton, who arrives at 
Aggborough following suc-
cessful spells with Truro City 
and Torquay United. Wotton 
takes charge following the de-
parture of promotion-winning 
boss Adam Murray, who left 
to join Barrow shortly after 
guiding the club back to the 
National League.

Supporters will be hoping 
Wotton can build on the mo-
mentum generated last season 
and establish Kidderminster 
as a competitive force at this 
level. Maintaining the strong 
defensive organisation and 
battling spirit that earned pro-
motion will be crucial if the 
Harriers are to thrive.

The new season promises 
plenty of exciting fixtures, 
with local rivalries against Soli-
hull Moors and Tamworth ex-
pected to attract large crowds. 

Visits from some of the division's 
traditional heavyweights should 
also create a fantastic atmos-
phere at Aggborough through-
out the campaign.

For many newly promoted clubs, 
survival is the primary objective, 
but there is a growing sense that 
Kidderminster can aim higher. 
The club boasts excellent facili-
ties, a loyal fanbase and a squad 
that already knows how to win 
under pressure.

While the National League 
presents a significant step up 
in quality, Harriers fans have 
every reason to be optimistic. 
The foundations are in place, 
the club is moving forward and 
there is renewed belief around 
Aggborough.

After the highs of last season, 
the challenge now is to prove 
that Kidderminster Harriers are 
not just back in the National 
League – they are here to stay.
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dreamdoors.co.uk 86 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, DY8 5NAdudley@dreamdoors.co.uk

9.92

QUICK INSTALLATION 
IN 2-3 DAYS

FULLY INSTALLED BY
LOCAL PROFESSIONALS

TRUSTED FOR OVER
25 YEARS

Find Your 
Perfect Fitin our showroom 

Up to 
50% less 

than a new fitted kitchen 
by simply replacing 
the doors and worktops

THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

01384 956119   01562 541208
Mon – Fri 9-5pm, Sat 9-3pm


