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Disclaimer: All adverts delivered by 
Wyre Forest Matters are published in 
good faith. We do not accept  
responsibility for the accuracy of such 
advertisements, nor is any kind of 
warranty or endorsement expressed or 
implied by such publication.

CONTACT US NOW
01299 405135

" The heating people"

www.rnaheating.com
     KIDDERMINSTER, STOURPORT, BEWDLEY & SURROUNDING AREAS

Reliable local heating & plumbing engineers, 
domestic & commercial central heating systems, 

Gas, Oil & LPG boiler services & plumbing.

• Gas, Oil, LPG boiler installations and repairs
• Boiler servicing
• Central heating installation and repairs
• Heat pumps and renewables
• Power flushing
• Underfloor heating
• LandLords Gas safety certifications
• General plumbing
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Hundreds of visitors turned out 
to enjoy one of the town’s most 
cherished traditions: Bewdley 
Carnival 2025.

This year’s event was a vibrant 
celebration of local talent, crea-
tivity, and community spirit – 
with colourful floats, an array of 
local traders, live entertainment, 
and family-friendly activities 
drawing record crowds to the 
town centre.

Opening the Weekend: Friday’s 
Riverside Firework Display
Back by popular demand last 
year, the tradition of open-
ing Carnival weekend with our 
riverside firework display did 
not disappoint! Setting off just 
after sunset, the sky was alight 
with glorious colour – and there 
were even some surprises along 

BEWDLEY CARNIVAL 2025

A Spectacular Celebration 
of Community Spirit 
The streets of Bewdley came alive on 
Saturday 28th June!
!

the water-level too. We’d like 
to thank Jubilee Fireworks for 
their superb display once again. 
A huge “thank you!” also goes 
to Richie Heath from Light Ideas 
LTD for sponsoring the entire 
display. This sponsorship means 
more funds can be donated to 
local causes.

The Main Event: The Parade!
This year’s much-anticipated pa-
rade featured over 20 fantastic 
entries from community groups, 
families and local businesses. 
Trophy winners were:
•Bewdley Scouts 
Best Community Group
•Bewdley Primary School
Best Youth Group
•Double D’s Woodz 
Best Trader
•Happy Staffie Charity Coffee 
Shop, Bewdley – Overall Stars of 

the Parade!

Entertainment began at 12pm 
with Bewdley Concert Band 
keeping the crowds entertained 
as they waited for the parade 
to come through and continued 
throughout the day with live mu-
sic, food and drink stalls, garden 
games, and a bustling market of 
local traders and charities.

Highlights included:
•Over 50 traders joining us this 
year
•Performances from 16 different 
acts, across THREE stages – Load 
Street, QEII Jubilee Gardens and 
The Riverside Stage on Severn-
side South
•The largest (and most creative) 
parade we’ve seen in years
•Seeing so many happy faces 
helping us raise money for local 
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family 
run, Home Care Provider who have built up an 
excellent reputation within our local communities

We have recently been rated as OUTSTANDING by 
CQC and this puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% 
of providers in England

Professional care and 
support in your own home

Our dedicated Care Team are here to 
help support you with 24/7 care provision 
should it be required. At TLC Care At 
Home, we are dedicated to supporting 
people with wide range of needs, including 
Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Physical 
Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, Sensory 
Impairments and supporting our aging 
population.

Depending on your individual needs, we 
can offer varying degrees of support from 
young adults to very mature people. TLC 
Care at Home are here to help anyone 
who requires care and support to enable 
them to remain living at home for as long 
as it is safe to do so.

• Domiciliary Care

• Palliative care

• Personal care

• 24 hour care

• Companionship

• Dementia Care

• Overnight Care

• Elderly Care

• Care for young adults

• Supporting younger people

• Domestic services: cleaning, cooking, 
   washing and shopping

• Collections of pensions or prescriptions

• Trips out and about

Comprehensive range of 
care services

Please contact us now for more information 
Telephone:01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com



causes
We were thrilled with the turnout 
and the atmosphere. The commu-
nity really came together to make 
this year’s Carnival something 
special! Thank you to all our vol-
unteers, sponsors, performers, pa-
rade entries, stallholders, and eve-
ryone who supported the event. 
We couldn’t do it without you.
Photos and videos from the day 
can be found on the Bewdley 
Carnival Facebook and Instagram 
pages: @bewdleycarnival

But what’s it all for?
As much as we love seeing our 
town filled with people enjoying 
themselves, the heart and soul of 
Bewdley Carnival has always been 
raising money and awareness for 
local charities and non-profit or-
ganisations. 

This year’s chosen charities (se-
lected from our charity ballot) are:
•Wyre Community Land Trust

•Bewdley River Birds Volunteers
•Food for Local Causes (sup-
porting Kemp Hospice and Be-
wdley Dementia Support Group)

Each charity will receive an 
equal donation from this year’s 
profits. We’re still tallying up the 
totals, but across Friday and Sat-
urday, your generous donations 
amounted to £2,175.44! We’re 
so thrilled to support such fan-
tastic local causes – thank you 
to everyone who donated.

Save the Date: 
Bewdley Carnival 2026 
Saturday 27th June

Planning is already underway for 
next year, which will mark 100 
years since Bewdley’s first ever 
land and river parade. The com-
mittee is always looking for new 
volunteers and supporters  join 
us at our AGM (details below), 
message us on social media, or 

email pr@bewdleycarnival.co.uk
Join Us Bewdley Carnival AGM
Monday 15th September 7pm
Bewdley Bowling Club, River-
side North, DY12 1AB

A Message from our Chairman, 
Martin Fisher:

“Another successful year for Be-
wdley Carnival! Hundreds came 
out in the scorching weather to 
see our fabulous parade, which 
grows year on year and is sup-
ported by so many wonderful 
local groups and organisations. 
We're incredibly grateful to eve-
ryone who attends, donating vi-
tal funds to support local causes. 
I’d like to personally thank all the 
volunteers who helped make the 
day a major success. We work 
tirelessly to bring you the car-
nival Bewdley deserves – thank 
you all. We hope you enjoyed 
the fireworks and everything on 
offer. See you next year!”

COMPLETE
GLASSES

CALL FOR AN 
EYE TEST

KIDDERMINSTER: 01562 747087  |  DROITWICH: 01905 796641 

FROM

£25
FROM

£25

www.thefactoryopticians.co.uk
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To find out more or to support the 
charity visit: www.crackerjacks.org.uk

In the heart of Kid-
derminster, nestled on 
Worcester Street, sits a 
remarkable local char-
ity that quietly changes 
lives every single day. 
Crackerjacks Children’s 
Trust may be based here 
in the Wyre Forest, but 
its reach extends across 
the entire UK, offering 
critical support to chil-
dren living with disabili-
ties and their families.
Founded in 2012, 
Crackerjacks began 
with a simple yet pow-
erful idea: every child, 
regardless of ability, de-
serves joy, dignity, and 
the opportunity to par-

ticipate fully in life. Over 
the years, the charity 
has become a lifeline for 
families navigating the 
financial and emotional 
pressures that often ac-
company raising a child 
with additional needs.
The support Crack-
erjacks offers is both 
practical and heart-
felt. Through a variety 
of grant schemes, the 
charity helps fund spe-
cialist equipment in-
cluding adapted wheel-
chairs, sensory tools, 
custom made trikes and 
wet room conversions. 
These are not luxuries; 
they are life changing 

essentials that help chil-
dren move more freely, 
communicate more easily, 
or simply feel safe and in-
cluded in their own homes. 
While grants for sensory 
toys might total around 
£200, larger funding 
awards can reach £3000, 
a lifeline for families often 
overlooked by mainstream 
services.
Crackerjacks also funds 
respite breaks, offering 
struggling families pre-
cious time to rest and 
recharge. Whether it is a 
stay at their dedicated re-
treat or a family getaway 
tailored to a child’s needs, 
these breaks are more 
than holidays. They are 
acts of emotional restora-
tion.
What makes Crackerjacks 

truly special is its commit-
ment to staying commu-
nity focused while mak-
ing a national impact. The 
charity receives no gov-
ernment funding and re-
lies entirely on donations, 
fundraising, and partner-
ships. It has become a 
familiar name in the Wyre 
Forest Community Lot-
tery, and supporters can 
often be found rallying 
behind local events and 
fundraising challenges to 
keep its vital work going.
Walk into their offices and 
you will not find corpo-
rate gloss or red tape. You 
will find a small, passion-
ate team led by people 
who care. CEO Terry Bull 
and Treasurer John Bacon 
work tirelessly alongside 
volunteers to make sure Crackerjacks: A Local Charity 

Making a National Difference
Our mission is simple, to treat everyone that uses 
Riverside as family. To offer the care and attention 
that we would want for our own mothers, fathers, 
grandparents and friends. Having support at home 
can be a hugely positive and life enriching experience.

T: 01299 823777   E: enquiries@riversidehomecare.co.uk
www.riversidehomecare.co.uk

We have been supporting families in the Wyre Forest area for 
over 20 years and are enormously privileged to have been a 
part of so many peoples home care journeys.

•  PERSONAL CARE  •   MEALS AND DRINKS ASSISTANCE

•  LIGHT DOMESTIC TASKS  •   MEDICATION SUPPORT

•  SHOPPING SUPPORT AND TRIPS

•  PHONE CALL CHECKS  •  HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

A huge part of who we are is the sense of community to where we live - both management and carers 
live locally, so you can be at ease that we are never far away and always on hand to guide, reassure 
and support you.

every penny goes where it 
is needed most.
The legacy they are build-
ing from Kidderminster is 
extraordinary. Hundreds of 
families across the UK now 
live with greater independ-
ence, comfort, and peace 
of mind thanks to the work 
of this quiet powerhouse 
of compassion.
For anyone wondering 
where to direct their com-
munity spirit, Crackerjacks 
is a shining example of 
how local action can lead 
to national change, all 
starting right here in the 
Wyre Forest.



furniture. We will keep evolving 
the concept of true destination 
stores.”

Commitment to Sustainability
Cousins is taking clear steps to-
wards a greener world. They have 
recycled over 1,000 beds and 
mattresses, installed solar panels 
at five sites, and uses low-emis-
sion vans while recycling all pack-
aging. EV charging points at three 
sites support customers and staff 
switching to electric. Cousins also 
offers reclaimed furniture using 
FSC-certified wood and recycled 
fabrics across many ranges, re-
flecting its commitment to pro-
tecting the environment while 
furnishing homes responsibly.
As Cousins celebrates 40 years of 
proudly furnishing homes, they 
remain true to their core values of 
choice, quality, and value, ready to 
meet the needs and aspirations of 
customers for decades to come.

Cousins Furniture warmly invites 
you to celebrate their milestone 
40th anniversary at one of their 
stores in Birmingham, 
D u d l e y , , N e w c a s t l e - u n d e r -
Lyme, and Shrewsbury, and 
discover how they can help 
you create a home you love.

Robert (left) on holiday with his 
Grandfather Bill Cole and other 
relatives

This year marks a truly 
remarkable milestone for Cous-
ins Furniture as they celebrate 
40 years of furnishing homes 
across the Midlands, Shropshire 
and beyond. They warmly 
invite you to join them in-store 
to share in the celebrations, as 
they reflect on a rich heritage, 
celebrate the past, the present, 
and look forward to a bright 
future.

A Legacy Rooted Since 1921
While Cousins Furniture offi-
cially opened its doors in 1985, 
its roots stretch back over a cen-
tury to 1921, when founder Bill 
Cole started ‘Coles of Bilston’, 
with a reclamation yard that 
became a thriving local business 
complete with its own private 

Local News

Cousins Furniture:
Celebrate 40 years
The Future Is Bright, The Rest Is History

New modern entrance at the Dudley store

Robert and Edward Shotton with 
Faith Brown at the opening of 
the Tyseley store

                      The Shotton Family

zoo to attract customers!
On August 17th 1985, broth-
ers Robert and Edward Shotton, 
along with their cousin William 
Cole, carried forward this entre-
preneurial spirit by opening the 
first Cousins store in Tyseley, 
Birmingham with comedienne 
Faith Brown, a store that quickly 
became a furniture destination 
for families across the region.

A True local Family Business
Following on from the success 
of the Birmingham store, a sec-
ond store followed in Dudley 
in 1996, opened by Jack and 
Vera of Coronation Street, who 
bought the town to a standstill! 
Cousins grew from humble be-
ginnings to become the largest 
family-run furniture retailer in 

the Midlands through hard work, 
strong values, and the trust of 
customers who have returned 
generation after generation. Many 
customers who once shopped 
with their parents and grandpar-
ents now bring their own fami-
lies to Cousins, confident in the 
choice, quality, and service they 
will receive.

Chairman Robert Shotton and his 
son John Shotton, who is manag-
ing director, remain actively 
involved, ensuring that the 
family’s passion for quality, value, 
and excellent service is reflected 
in every visit, every product, and 
every delivery. Family members 
are intimately involved in the 
selection of all collections, 
personally visiting factories where 

the furniture is crafted. This 
hands-on approach ensures that 
every piece of furniture meets 
the high standards that Cousins is 
known for.

Expansion and Innovation
In 2020, Cousins expanded 
into Shropshire and Stafford-
shire, acquiring the former Alan 
Ward stores in Shrewsbury and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, fulfilling 
over 1,000 outstanding orders 
and cementing its position as 
the region’s leading independent 
furniture retailer. With large dis-
tribution centres in Oldbury and 
Shrewsbury, Cousins now serves 
homes across the Midlands and 
into Wales, with extensive ranges 
of living, dining, and bedroom fur-
niture ready for quick delivery.

40 Years of Trust
A name you can trust, Cousins 
offers the best from leading Brit-
ish brands such as Parker Knoll, 
G Plan, Ercol, ViSpring, and Hyp-
nos. These brands have been loyal 
partners since the opening of the 
first store. Over 60% of customers 
are either repeat buyers or have 
been recommended by family and 
friends, a testament to Cousins’ 
dedication to exceptional service 
and furniture that truly lasts.

Always Moving Forward
As lifestyles have evolved, so 

too has Cousins. Their Bespoke 
range lets customers create 
made-to-order furniture tailored 
to their exact style and size, with 
new colours and finishes added 
regularly. Investment in online 
shopping and digital marketing 
ensures customers can browse 
and buy whenever it suits them, 
always reflecting the latest 
trends. In-store, customers can 
enjoy the popular Deja Brew 
café, a wide range of accesso-
ries, and a successful flooring 
department, making it easy to 
furnish an entire home under 
one roof with the guidance of 
friendly, experienced staff.

A Bright Road Ahead
After transforming the Shrews-
bury showroom, Cousins has 
now completed the modern 
new entrance at their Dudley 
store, with plans to refurbish the 
Dudley interior next to further 
enhance the customer shopping 
experience. A refresh of the 
Tyseley exterior is also under-
way, as Cousins continues to 
enhance its stores, creating 
inspiring destinations for 
customers across the region. 

Chairman Robert Shotton states, 
“We continue to enhance the 
in-store experience because we 
believe people need to be in-
spired when shopping for 

Rose Shotton, Robert's mother,  
with Jack & Vera cutting the ribbon 
at the opening of the Dudley store
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Tyseley Opening

Shotton Family
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Dudley Opening

Free
Glass of Bubbly

Interest
Free Credit

Available

WIN WIN

H Y P N O S  S A U N D E R T O N 
K I N G  S I Z E  M A T T R E S S

A  T A S T E  O F  W E S T O N
D I N E  &  S T A Y  ( F O R  2 )

Join In The Celebrations
E V E R Y T H I N G  R E D U C E D  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  S T O R E S

We’re celebrating 40 years of 
Cousins with prize giveaways and 

charity donations!

PLUS huge discounts across all 
departments including all the 

brand names. 

Enjoy 4 decades of choice, quality, 
and value.

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE: Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £600. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit, then 12 payments of £50 
(0% APR Representative) Total amount payable £600 Subject to status. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, or in store concessions.

  

C E L E B R A T I O N S  S T A R T  O N  4 T H  O F  A U G U S T



THIS MONTHS

Local Lowdown  
Quirky Tales & Local Lore
The Day Bewdley’s Bear 
Escaped…

Bewdley is known for its Geor-
gian charm, riverside strolls, 
and would you believe a rather 
unusual animal escape that’s 
still whispered about by locals. 
Back in the late 1980s, the tran-
quillity of this Worcestershire 
town was turned upside down 
when a bear reportedly broke 
loose from the West Midlands 
Safari Park. 
 
It wasn’t long before local head-
lines read like something out of 
a far-fetched children’s story: 
“Bear on the Loose in Bewd-
ley!” For days, townsfolk kept a 
curious eye on the hedgerows 
while schools whispered about 
lockdown drills (although, truth-
fully, the bear was found swiftly, 
more puzzled than dangerous). 
To this day, some locals still joke 

about spotting “the Bewdley 
Bear” on misty mornings.

The Curious Case of the 
Leaping Stones...

Over in Stourport-on-Severn, 
there's an old bit of riverside 
lore involving the 'leaping 
stones'  a cluster of worn rocks 
in the Severn that, according to 
legend, were used by smugglers 
to cross the river under moon-
light. The tale goes that if you 
leap across them at midnight 
during a full moon, you’ll be 
blessed with good fortune (or a 
wet pair of socks, depending on 
your aim).

Did You Know?...

The Wyre Forest, one of the larg-
est ancient woodlands in Britain, 
was once a designated royal hunt-
ing ground, reserved for the mon-
archy and noble elite. Rich in oak, 
ash, and hornbeam, it provided 
not only a source of timber and 
game but also a secluded escape 
from courtly life. 
 
Local legend suggests that King 
Charles II, known for his charm 
and numerous romantic entan-
glements, would sometimes slip 
away from Whitehall and visit a 
secluded glade near Button Oak 
to secretly rendezvous with one 
of his mistresses. While official re-
cords remain silent on the matter, 
oral history passed down through 
generations hints at this royal af-
fair deep in the woods. 
 
To add to the intrigue, some say 
there’s an old tree—gnarled with 
age and thick with moss—that 
bears a faint, time-worn carv-
ing: the initials “C.R.” (Carolus 
Rex), supposedly etched by the 
King himself. Though many have 
searched, the precise location of 
the tree remains elusive, hidden 
among miles of twisting trails and 
shaded paths. 
 
Whether it’s truth or tall tale, the 
story remains a beloved piece of 
local lore. So, next time you’re 
wandering near Button Oak, keep 
your eyes peeled. You never know 
when you might stumble upon a 
royal secret lost to time…
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6pm-8.30pm  
£10 Age 6+

Time to chill out with
your dance friends and
watch a movie. Includes
popcorn, sweets and a
drink

CAMPSCAMPS
18-19 WORCESTER STREET

KIDDERMINSTER

18-19 WORCESTER STREET
KIDDERMINSTER

10am-3.15pm
Ages 5-11
£30 

A fun filled day of Lilo &
Stitch themed dance, games
and craft

TIKTOK

DANCE

 CAMP

TIKTOK
DANCE
 CAMP

10am - 12.15pm
Beginners/Intermediate 

12.45-3.15pm
ADVANCED - Level 3+

Acrobatic Arts or advanced
gymnasts only

£15
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CHLOE MAY’S DANCE ACADEMY’S

CHLOEMAYSDANCEACADEMY.CLASS4KIDS.CO.UK/CAMPSCHLOEMAYSDANCEACADEMY.CLASS4KIDS.CO.UK/CAMPS

2pm - 4.30pm
£15 Age 7-16  

Learn the latest Tiktok
dance trends!

newcomers 
welcome
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All Aboard for Fish & Chips on the   
Severn Valley Railway!

This summer, the Severn Valley 
Railway is serving up one of Brit-
ain’s most beloved traditions with 
a twist. Imagine tucking into fresh-
ly prepared fish and chips from 
a local favourite, all while travel-
ling by steam train through some 
of Worcestershire’s most scenic 
countryside. Sound good? Then 
you won’t want to miss this deli-
cious day out.

Running on selected dates 
throughout August, this unique 
experience combines the nostal-
gia of heritage rail travel with the 
unbeatable taste of proper chippy 
fare. Departing from Kiddermin-
ster station, passengers are treated 
to a golden meal provided by none 
other than Captain Cod’s Fish Bar-

one of Kidderminster’s best-loved 
chip shops.
On arrival at the station, guests are 
warmly welcomed by Severn Valley 
Railway staff and guided to collect 
their freshly boxed meal before 
boarding the beautifully preserved 
train. Reserved seating ensures a 
comfortable, relaxed journey as 
you settle in to enjoy your fish and 
chips surrounded by the charm of a 
vintage carriage.

As the train gently rolls through 
the stunning Severn Valley land-
scape, you’ll pass riverside views, 
historic stations, and glimpses of 
local wildlife making this a feast 
for the senses in every way. And 
if you'd like to make it a full dining 
experience, there’s even a “Travel-

Join us for 
our next 
events

Trusted to care

To book please call 0330 029 1792

Chandler Court care home, Bromsgrove 

Hydration in later life
Wednesday 27th August, 2pm - 4pm

Heart health in later life, 
including health checks
Friday 29th September, 2pm - 4pm 

Brook Court care home, Kidderminster 

Living well with Parkinson’s
Tuesday 22nd October, 12.30pm - 2pm

ling Tavern” onboard, serving a se-
lection of alcoholic and soft drinks 
to enjoy during the ride.
Whether you're planning a family 
treat, a quirky date idea, or a fun 
outing with friends, this fish and 
chip train experience is a local gem 
not to be missed.

Spaces are limited and dates are 
expected to sell out quickly so ear-
ly booking is highly recommended. 
This is more than just a meal and a 
train ride it’s a chance to step back 
in time, support local businesses, 
and soak up the very best of what 
the Wyre Forest and Worcester-
shire countryside have to offer.

To find out more or to book, 
visit svr.co.uk.



 Kidderminster

CONTACT US

FROM JUST
 Virtual Office – £50/month
 Day Office – £8/Hour
 Meeting Room – £35/hour

Work your way.

Book Day Office, Meeting
Room, and Virtual Office

�� Stourport Road, Kidderminster, DY11 7QE
 �� 07766 293115 | �� regus.com/kidderminster

Warm Welcome for New Boutique 
Charity Shop in Hagley
The sun shone on Hagley as 
the newest addition to the high 
street officially opened its doors. 
The grand opening of The Bou-
tique by KEMP Hospice took 
place on Thursday 3rd July at 
10am, with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and a warm welcome 
from staff, volunteers, and local 
supporters of the Wyre Forest 
based charity in attendance.

Gary Barnes, Head of Retail at 
KEMP Hospice said “We’re ab-
solutely thrilled to open our 
new shop in Hagley. The local 
response has been fantastic, and 
we’re so grateful to the com-
munity for their warm welcome. 
Every purchase, donation and 
hour volunteered helps us raise 
essential funds to support our 
hospice services, so this shop re-
ally will make a lasting difference. 
The Boutique by KEMP Hospice 
is more than just a place to shop. 

Our aim is to establish the store 
as a vibrant community hub 
where people can shop sustain-
ably, donate quality items, and 
get involved as volunteers.”

Located in the heart of Hagley, 
the new shop offers a carefully 
selected collection of women’s 
clothing, formal wear, premium 
products and specialist items 
which have all been pre-loved 
and kindly donated to help raise 
vital funds for KEMP Hospice. 

KEMP Hospice has been pro-
viding free-of-charge care and 
support to people for over 55 
years. Their services include Day 
Hospice clinical care, exercise & 
wellbeing, complementary and 
occupational therapy and crea-
tive arts activities for patients 
and their families living with a 
life-limiting illness. They also of-
fer counselling and emotional 

support to adults, young people and 
children living with bereavement.  
Gary continued “We never charge 
for the care and support services 
provided at KEMP Hospice. But 
each year we need to raise around 
£1.6million to ensure we can con-
tinue to be there for people. Our 
retail shops - including this new 
store - play a vital role in helping us 
to raise those funds. This wouldn’t 
be possible without the wonderful 
customers who come through our 
doors each day, and the generosity 
of those who donate their pre-loved 
items.” 
As the shop opens its doors, the 
team are also keen to hear from 
people who could volunteer to 
help establish the store in the local 
community. Kevin Powell, People 
& Volunteer Coordinator at KEMP 
Hospice said “Volunteering is a 
fantastic way to not only support 
KEMP Hospice in raising vital funds, 
but a chance to meet new people, 
learn new skills or utilise your pre-
vious experience. Volunteers are at 
the very heart of everything we do 
at KEMP, particularly our retail sites 
and quite simply we couldn’t keep 
our shop doors open without them.” 
If you’re interested in volunteering 
at The Boutique by KEMP Hospice, 
would like any further informa-
tion, or would simply like to look 
around and pick up a bargain, the 
shop is now open from Monday to 
Saturday, 9am to 4.30pm and can 
be found at 100 Worcester Road, 
Hagley, DY9 0NJ. 

For more information about KEMP 
Hospice, visit: 
www.kemphospice.org.uk 
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The sizzle and smoke of your 
BBQ might be over, but the 
deliciousness doesn't have to 
be! Don't let those tasty lefto-
vers become destined for the 
bin. With a little creativity, 
your BBQ remnants can trans-
form into sensational new 
meals!

Think beyond just reheat-
ing. Shred leftover chicken 
or pulled pork for epic sand-
wiches or loaded nachos. Slice 
grilled halloumi or veggies into 
a vibrant salad. 

Even leftover sausages can be 
chopped into a pasta sauce 

BBQ Leftovers:     
Don't Let the Grill Thrill End!

or a hearty breakfast hash. 
Freezing is also your friend – 
portion out cooked meats or 
grilled corn for future speedy 
meals.

Give your BBQ brilliance a 
sizzling second act and en-
joy the flavour without the 
waste!

To find out how to be more 
#FoodSavvy with your lefto-
vers visit www.letswasteless.
com/foodsavvy for tips, reci-
pes and inspiration.



•OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 
•FREE PARKING

 DUVETS &
THROWS  CURTAINS

SLEEPING 
BAGS

WEDDING 
DRESSES

READY TO TACKLE THOSE BIGGER JOBS? 
LET US TAKE CARE OF IT!  

ECO-FRIENDLY DRY CLEANING

UNIT 3,LUPIN WORKS WORCESTER ROAD 
DY10 1JR  TELEPHONE 01562 743000

.

Mark Garnier
Member of Parliament 
for Wyre Forest
One of the biggest hot topics is 
the endless illegal migrant boats 
crossing the English Channel. 
And in July, we saw this dismal 
government have a go at dealing 
with the problem.

President Macron’s visit gave the 
opportunity to strike a landmark 
deal with France. And the result? 
A “one in: one out” arrangement 
where we can swap illegal mi-
grants for legal ones. The maths 
of this means that fully 94% of il-
legal migrants will stay in the UK.
The new government has an ap-
palling record on this. Their first 
act (on illegal migration) was to 
axe the Rwanda scheme. This 
was set up as a deterrent and be-
fore it even came into action, it 
was driving down migrant num-
bers. Even the
Irish agreed, as they started to 

see illegal migration across the 
border from Norther Ireland as 
illegal migrants sought sanctu-
ary from potentially being de-
ported to Africa.

Since axing the scheme, illegal 
migrant arrivals have ballooned, 
the trade being delighted that 
Labour’s confused approach to 
tackling the problem embold-
ened migrants.

Labour’s alternative policy – 
“smashing the gangs” – has 
failed for blindingly obvious 
reasons. Smash a gang, and 
it creates an opportunity for 
other gangs to fill the newly 
created void. And it’s a sim-
ple business model. For up to 
$10,000, a migrant will get de-
livered to the beaches in Kent, 
where they will be offered free 

three-star accommodation
for as long as it takes for the 
free lawyers to come up with a 
plausible argument for them to 
claim asylum.

Then they get a council house, 
a job, and free access to our 
benefits system and health ser-
vices. What’s not to like?

I did hear a suggestion that 
whilst failed asylum seekers 
will get sent back, successful 
ones should be billed for the 
costs of access, in a way that 
every student with a student 
loan is familiar with. With costs 
running up to the hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for each 
migrant, it seems a reasonable 
proposal on first inspection, and 
will certainly make them think 
twice before coming to the UK.
The government has to get a 
grip on this. It is tackling huge 
unproductive costs in areas 
such as welfare and benefits. 
To be throwing money we sim-
ply cannot afford at a problem 
we can solve is ludicrous. And 
for many people across the 
country, it is the unfairness that 
hurts the most.

Mark holds regular weekly 
surgeries: to book an 
appointment please 
contact his office via:

T: 01562 746771
E:mark.garnier.mp@parliament.uk

Promoted by Mark Garnier, 
of 28A Bewdley Road North, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 8PS 
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This July, Kidderminster proudly 
became the first stop on the 
national tour of the Inspiration 
Train, a unique travelling exhibi-
tion designed to celebrate 200 
years of the railways in the UK. 
The vibrant, specially designed 
locomotive rolled into town as 
part of a summer-long campaign 
to honour Britain’s railway herit-
age and the countless lives it has 
connected over two centuries.

The Inspiration Train is part of 
a national initiative supported 
by Community Rail Network 
and partners, aiming to spark 
imagination and promote the 
power of rail to bring communi-
ties together. The train’s colour-
ful carriages and eye-catching 

Kidderminster 
Welcomes
‘Inspiration’ Train 
 
Marking 200 Years of UK Railways

exterior, featuring artwork and 
stories from communities across 
the UK, drew plenty of atten-
tion from local families, railway 
enthusiasts, and visitors at Kid-
derminster station.
The town's historic link with the 
railway, particularly through the 
Severn Valley Railway, made it a 
fitting place to launch the jour-
ney. Local schoolchildren, volun-
teers and councillors gathered 
to take part in the celebration, 
with activities, speeches and the 
chance to explore the decorated 
train making it a memorable oc-
casion.

Kidderminster’s involvement in 
this national moment highlights 
both its rich transport heritage 

and its continued importance on 
the railway map. As the Inspira-
tion Train continues its route 
around the country, it leaves be-
hind a powerful reminder of how 
rail travel continues to connect 
people, places, and possibilities – 
just as it has for 200 years.

To find out more about the UK’s 
railway celebrations and the Inspi-
ration Train journey, visit commu-
nityrail.org.uk.

Or better still, pay a visit to the 
Severn Valley Railway in Kidder-
minster and experience the re-
gion’s proud railway heritage for 
yourself!
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FAMILY RUN BUSINESS EST 1980

WE SELL A RANGE OF RUGS FROM 
MODERN TO TRADITIONAL THAT SUIT ANY ROOM

WE CAN EDGE YOUR LEFT-OVER CARPET TO CREATE 
RUGS, THIS CAN BE DONE WITH A TAPED EDGE OR OVERLOCKED 

VISIT US INSTORE TO FIND OUT MORE
UNIT 6, ACORN ENTERPRISE 
CENTRE, HOO FARM IND EST, 
KIDDERMINSTER, DY11 7RA  

WWW.FJBENTLEYRUGS.CO.UK 

01562 755795

Reiki Practitioner.
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First Careers Worcestershire Week To
spotlight support for young adults
Young people across Worces-
tershire can take charge of their 
future this August during the 
first-ever Careers Worcester-
shire Week.

Careers Worcestershire (Careers 
Worcs) is a free support service 
from Worcestershire County 
Council’s Skills and Employability 
team, helping 16 to 24-year-olds 
take their next steps into work, 
training, or education. Running 
from 25 to 31 August 2025, 
Careers Worcs Week will shine 
a spotlight on the help available 
through Careers Worcs' 16–24 
Hubs, with a particular focus on 
those receiving their GCSE or A-
Level results.

Career hubs in Worcester, 
Redditch, Kidderminster, and 
Bromsgrove provide dedicated 
spaces for one-to-one support 
on apprenticeships, CV writing, 
job applications, interview skills, 
training options and more.

Throughout the week, young 

people are invited to attend 
Summer Clinics, which offer 
tailored advice, career talks, 
and the chance to meet local 
employers. The sessions will 
showcase the wide range of 
opportunities available – from 
apprenticeships and training 
courses to Skills Bootcamps and 
further education.

Councillor Alan Amos, Worces-
tershire County Council’s Cabi-
net Member with Responsibility 
for Business and Skills, said: “I’m 
pleased to announce the first 
annual Careers Worcs Week. 
Whether it’s apprenticeships, 
training or employment, our 16–
24 Career Hubs are focused on 
getting young people into real 
opportunities that benefit both 
them and our local economy. 

This is a clear example of how we 
are delivering practical, results-
driven support for young people 
across the county. It’s part of 
our ongoing work to strengthen 
Worcestershire’s skills base, 

support business growth, and drive 
long-term economic development.”

Charlotte McCaughtrie, Programme 
Manager for Careers Worcs, added: 
“We know exam results season can 
bring a lot of uncertainty, so our 
16–24 Career Hubs are here to of-
fer much needed support, tools and 
encouragement that young people 
need to move forward. We’re open-
ing our doors to everyone to come 
and see what’s available to support 
our county’s future workforce – 
and that support continues all year 
round.”
To boost engagement, Careers 
Worcs will also be sharing interac-
tive content across social media 
throughout the week, offering valu-
able tools and resources to help 
young people move forward. Par-
ents and carers are also welcome to 
visit the hubs to find out more about 
the support available.

For more information about Careers 
Worcs and the 16–24 Career Hubs, 
visit www.careersworcs.co.uk or call 
0300 666 3 666 (freephone).



History: Stourport: The Canal 
Town That Changed Everything
While Bewdley was once the region’s bustling river 
port, it was Stourport-on-Severn — a town that 
barely existed before 1770 — that would become 
one of the most unique and ambitious transport 
hubs in Georgian England.

Unlike many neighbouring towns that evolved slowly 
over centuries, Stourport was built almost overnight. 
It was designed with a purpose, born from the vision 
of pioneering engineer James Brindley and the rapid 
rise of canal transport during the Industrial Revolu-
tion. With the construction of the Staffordshire & 
Worcestershire Canal, this quiet riverside location 
was transformed into a critical junction — where ca-

nal met river, and where goods could flow smoothly 
across the country.

Between 1770 and 1820, Stourport grew at a 
remarkable pace. Its population exploded, and with 
it came rows of handsome Georgian houses, thriving 
inns, warehouses, boatyards, and five interlinked 
canal basins. Merchants and labourers flocked to 
the town, and barges loaded with coal, salt, pottery, 
sugar, and timber became an everyday sight. It was 
the very definition of a boom town.

What sets Stourport apart is that it remains one of 
the only canal towns in the entire country built from 

scratch to serve this 
new era of trade and 
movement. At its height, 
it rivalled much older 
and more established 
towns in both size and 
economic power. By the 
early 1800s, more goods 
passed through Stourport 
than through Bewdley, 
despite its centuries of 
prior trading history.

But like many indus-
trial towns, change came 
quickly. The arrival of 
the railway in the 1850s 
gradually shifted trade 
away from the canals, and 
Stourport’s importance 
as a freight hub began to 
wane. Yet the town adapt-
ed. During the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries, it 
reinvented itself as a river-
side retreat for day-trippers 
from Birmingham and the 
Black Country. Paddle 
steamers, amusement rides, 
cafés, and arcades brought 
joy to thousands.
Stourport's spirit of 
resilience is part of what 
continues to make it special. 
The town’s story is one of 
vision, reinvention, and en-
during charm. Even today, it 
maintains a character all its 
own — a blend of industrial 
heritage, family-friendly 
fun, and tranquil waterside 
living.

Visitors can still stroll beside 
the original canal basins — 
many beautifully restored 

— and soak in the town’s 
rich industrial heritage. The 
Tontine Hotel, originally built 
for canal merchants, still 
watches over the waterfront, 
while the locks, towpaths and 
swing bridges whisper stories 
of a once-mighty trade route.

Stourport isn’t just a pictur-
esque riverside town — it’s a 
living monument to ambition, 
industry, and ingenuity. A 
place quite literally built on 
water, and powered by vision.

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the amount of

‘stuff’ in your home?

Are you embarrassed to invite people round?

Do you feel like you waste time each day looking

for things, causing yourself unnecessary stress

when trying to leave the house for school or work?

PROFESSIONAL HOME ORGANISER

KATH@UNCLUTTEREDBYKATH.COM

07841 597076

SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND OUT MORE

CONTACT:

TRAINED & ACCREDITED
 BY DILLY CARTER FROM 
AWARD-WINNING BBC1 
PROGRAMME, SORT YOUR LIFE OUT

INTRODUCING
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BATHROOMS • WETROOMS • EN-SUITES
CLOAKROOMS • TILES • 3D DESIGN SERVICE  
TRUSTED INSTALLERS  
LOCAL & NATIONAL DELIVERY

Unit 1, 19 Lisle Avenue,  Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 7DF 

T 01562 751714  |  E info@newwavebathrooms.co.uk

WWW.NEWWAVEBATHROOMS.CO.UK

Quality & 
Style in Every 

Bathroom

NEW SHOWROOM DISPLAYS 
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 9AM- 5PM (SUNDAY & MONDAY CLOSED)

WE DO HOME VISITS!

6009925.indd   16009925.indd   1 10/01/2025   10:1010/01/2025   10:10
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Nestled on Lisle Avenue in Kidderminster, New Wave Bathrooms has been 
quietly serving the Wyre Forest community since its opening in 1989. Over 
three transformative decades, this third-generation, family-run business 
has expanded into one of Worcestershire's largest dedicated bathroom 
showrooms—offering both elegance and expertise in equal measure.

Stepping inside the showroom, you’re greeted with over 80 immersive 
displays that showcase everything from luxurious freestanding baths and 
walk-in showers to space-saving basins, tiles, flooring, and even shower-
toilets. It’s a place where design dreams become real, with everything on 
display ready for you to touch, feel, and explore eliminating the guesswork 
that comes from online shopping.

At the core of New Wave’s success is their commitment to expert, per-
sonalised service. Whether you're starting with a blank canvas or detailed 
design ideas, the team, led by Managing Director Josh Vale, offers tailored 
in-house and home visit consultations, complete with 3D CAD visualisa-
tions. Working alongside trusted local installers, they manage every stage 
of the project from initial quote to final aftercare. For anyone feeling over-
whelmed by the idea of a bathroom refit, New Wave provides guidance 
and confidence at every step.

The showroom is thoughtfully curated with products from premium inter-
national brands offering such variety ensures both style and quality can 
coexist, no matter your budget or taste.

Praise from customers reflects the company’s strong reputation: review-
ers highlight exceptional service, “beautiful and inspiring” displays, prompt 
delivery, and “meticulous attention to detail”.

Thinking of a bathroom upgrade? New Wave Bathrooms combines local 
roots with design-rich solutions and trusted brands, all backed by expert 
hands at every turn. To explore their range or begin your design journey, 
drop in at Unit 1, 19 Lisle Avenue, Kidderminster, or give them a call on 
01562 751714.
 

New Wave 
Bathrooms: 
Bringing Style to 
Kidderminster
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www. paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 
Call Paul on: 01562 741820  Mob: 07704 346506 

Levington 
Dec Bark 
75ltr 

2 bags        
£19.50 

****  CClleeaarraannccee  DDeeaallss****                                                                                                          
MMaannyy  PPrroodduuccttss  LLeessss  tthhaann    HHAALLFF  PPRRIICCEE**  
Visit: paulsgardensupplies.co.uk 

*Click on the Special SALE BOX to view DEALS* 

Star Buy !         
50’s 

Only £6  

Ambassador 
Peat Free 
Multi 40ltr 

3 bags    
£24 

FREE  
Delivery 
DY10,11 

FREE  
Delivery 
DY10,11 

Levington 
Farmyard 
Manure 
50ltr 

2 bags  
£14 

of which are at their peak.
Lawn care can’t be ignored ei-
ther. Mow regularly but raise the 
blade slightly in hot, dry spells to 
avoid stressing the grass. If we 
have prolonged dry weather, a 
good soak once a week is better 
than little and often.

Looking ahead, August is the 
perfect time to start thinking 
about your autumn and spring 
display. Spring bulbs like daf-
fodils, crocus, and alliums can 
be ordered now, ready to plant 
from September onwards. It’s 
also a great month to take soft-
wood cuttings from herbs like 
rosemary and lavender.

Don’t forget the wildlife, either. 
Keep bird baths topped up with 
clean water and consider leaving 
out a shallow dish for hedgehogs 
too. Pollinators are still active, so 
let a few flowers go to seed and 
leave patches of wild growth 
where you can.

If you’re heading away on holi-
day, ask a neighbour to water 
your pots or invest in a simple 
irrigation system – it could make 
all the difference. And when 
you're back, the garden offers 
the perfect place to unwind, re-
connect with nature, and make 
the most of those golden sum-
mer evenings.

August may be late summer, but 
there’s still plenty of life left in 
the garden. With a little care and 
planning, your outdoor space 

will reward you well into the 
next season.

August is a glorious time in the 
garden – everything is in full 
swing, and there’s still plenty of 
colour, warmth and life to enjoy. 
But while the sun’s shining, this 
is also a month of maintenance, 
harvesting, and forward plan-
ning.

Deadheading is key this time of 
year. Regularly removing faded 
blooms from roses, dahlias, cos-
mos, and other flowering plants 
encourages them to keep pro-
ducing right into autumn. Your 
containers and hanging baskets 
will also thank you for a good 
trim and a regular drink – they 
dry out quickly in summer heat, 
so keep an eye on moisture lev-
els.

Harvest time is in full flow. To-
matoes are ripening on the vine, 
runner beans are bursting with 
pods, and courgettes seem to 
double in size overnight. Pick 
regularly to encourage more 
produce and avoid any gluts 
turning to marrows! It’s also a 
great time to enjoy homegrown 
salads, herbs, and berries many 

August in the Garden: 
Late Summer Jobs & Joys



LANDSCAPING & 
DRIVEWAY EXPERTS

WELCOME TO DRIVETECH
PERFECTLY CREATED
OUTDOOR SPACES
We offer high-quality paving and
landscaping services in the West Midlands
and Worcestershire, backed by a skilled team
with over a decade of experience. Our aim is
to create stylish, durable, and functional
outdoor spaces tailored to each client's needs.

With years of hands-on experience, our skilled team delivers
everything from bespoke block paving and resin driveways to
durable fencing solutions and complete garden makeovers. 

100% Satisfaction
Competitive Quotes
Fast Response Times
FREE Advice and Ideas
All Work Fully Insured

Whether it’s a small upgrade or a full redesign, we pride ourselves on
expert workmanship, attention to detail, and exceptional customer
care, serving Kidderminster and the surrounding areas.

Delivering exceptional 5-star service

Driveway Experts 
Patio & Walkways
Artificial Grass
Fence Installs & Repairs
Garden Walls & Steps

Scan to visit
us online

Contact us today!
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Furnishings
That Make a House a Home
As summer gently begins to shift 
toward autumn, now is the per-
fect time to refresh your interi-
ors with furnishings that bring 
both comfort and style. Wheth-
er you’re giving a single room 
a new lease of life or making 
small seasonal updates, a few 
well-chosen pieces can com-
pletely transform your space. 
 
Soft furnishings are the easiest 
way to make an instant impact. 
Swap out light linens and pas-
tels for richer tones and tactile 
textures. Think velvet cush-
ions in earthy shades, chunky 
knit throws, and rugs that sof-
ten wooden floors. These ele-
ments not only add warmth but 
can subtly shift the mood of a 
room as the days begin to cool. 
 
In the living room, consider re-
thinking your layout or invest-
ing in a new statement piece. 
A beautifully upholstered arm-

chair, a rustic coffee table, or 
a vintage sideboard can act 
as both a practical item and a 
talking point. Don’t underesti-
mate the power of well-placed 
lighting either  a floor lamp or 
dimmable side light adds in-
stant atmosphere, especially as 
evenings draw in. Adding a few 
framed prints or wall-mounted 
shelving can also update tired 
walls without major renovation. 
 
In the dining space, bench seat-
ing is having a real moment, 
offering both flexibility and a 
relaxed, communal feel. For a 
quick update, a new table run-
ner, placemats or centrepiece 
can elevate everyday meals 
into something a little more 
special. Candles or seasonal 
greenery can also work won-
ders on even the simplest table. 
 
The bedroom, too, can benefit 
from small furnishings updates. 

Layering is key – mixing textures 
like cotton, wool and linen adds 
depth, while a new headboard 
or bedside table can completely 
shift the room’s character. Stor-
age doesn’t have to be dull either 
– look for woven baskets, ladder 
shelves or even vintage suitcases to 
add personality as well as function. 
 
Where possible, shop local  there 
are some brilliant independent re-
tailers, makers and vintage mar-
kets right here in Redditch and 
Wyre Forest. Supporting small 
businesses not only helps the lo-
cal economy, it also gives your 
home unique pieces with a story. 
 
Furnishings are more than decora-
tion – they reflect your personal-
ity, support your lifestyle, and turn 
empty rooms into spaces that feel 
like you. So whether you're going 
bold or keeping it simple, now's a 
great time to fall back in love with 
your home.
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Bringing Nature Indoors 
The Rise of Organic & Natural Materials
There’s a calming shift 
happening in interiors, 
a move away from syn-
thetic, mass produced 
pieces and a return to 
the raw, the rustic, and 
the real. At the heart of 
this movement is the rise 
of organic and natural 
materials, with wood, 
stone, rattan, and linen 
leading the way.

This trend isn’t just 
about style. A raw edged 
oak coffee table or hand-
woven rattan light fitting 
makes a stunning state-
ment, but it’s also about 
creating spaces that 
feel grounded, tranquil 
and connected to the 
natural world. In an age 
where many crave sim-
plicity, natural materials 
bring texture, warmth 
and authenticity. Wood 
remains the standout, 
from chunky reclaimed 
shelves to exposed 
beams and rustic furni-
ture. It pairs beautifully 
with stone accents, like 

travertine side tables or 
slate vases that double 
as sculpture.
Rattan and cane contin-
ue to be popular, show-
ing up in headboards, 
chairs and baskets. These 
breathable materials of-
fer a relaxed, timeless 
aesthetic. Meanwhile, 
linen in its natural, un-
dyed form is the go to for 
curtains, cushions and 
soft furnishings, adding 
understated elegance.

This trend is defined by 
neutral tones, layered 
textures and hand fin-
ished details. It’s less 
about perfect polish and 
more about embracing 
natural imperfections.

If you're thinking of re-
freshing your home, start 
small. A wooden lamp 
base, linen cushions or a 
rattan accent piece can 
instantly add that organ-
ic touch. Go natural and 
let your home exhale.

STOURPORT SHOWROOM
Unit B6, The Baldwin Centre
Wilden Lane
Stourport-on-Severn
(next to The Wash House - Free parking) 
01299 879779
sales@gilbertsblinds.co.uk
        GILBERTS BLINDS LTD

BLINDS, SHUTTERS
CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Your Local Blind & Shutter Experts
As a trusted local family business with over 
30 years’ experience, we pride ourselves on 
offering friendly, professional support, expert 
advice, and no-obligation quotes tailored to 
your needs.

Whether you're updating one room or your entire 
home, our team is here to help you find the 
perfect solution.

Talk to the experts – contact us today and 
transform your windows with style and 
confidence!

Made To Measure Shutters:
• British Made
• Energy Efficient
• 10 Year Gaurantee

GILBERTS
BLINDS
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cigarette smoke get trapped in car-
pets, making indoor air quality worse 
over time, affecting sleep and overall 
health.
A Cleaner, Fresher Home Starts Here
Regular vacuuming helps, but it only 
removes surface dirt. Professional 
deep cleaning is essential to extract 
embedded allergens and pollutants, 
improving not just the look of your 
carpets but also the air you breathe.
At AJV Carpet Care, we’re committed 
to creating healthier, fresher spaces 
with expert cleaning solutions tai-
lored to your home or business. Our 
services don’t just refresh your car-
pets—they contribute to a cleaner, 
safer, and more inviting indoor envi-
ronment.

Ready to experience the difference? 
Get in touch today and give your car-
pets—and your health—the care they 
deserve.
Visit AJV Carpet Care to learn more! 
Advert opposite for more details. 

BREATHE EASY!
The Secret to a healthier and fresher home 
BY - AJV CARPET CARE
At AJV Carpet Care, we believe 
that a clean home isn’t just 
about aesthetics—it’s about 
well-being. For over 11 years, 
we’ve been transforming homes 
and businesses across Worces-
tershire with expert carpet 
and upholstery cleaning, stain 
protection, and specialist spot 
treatments that restore fresh-
ness and comfort.

Our state-of-the-art Texatherm 
cleaning system delivers excep-
tional results, combining deep-
cleaning power with ultra-fast 
drying times. But beyond the 
visible transformation, there’s an 
even greater benefit—a healthier 
living environment for you, your 
family, and even your pets.
More Than Just Clean—It’s 
About Your Health

Think of your carpets as a filter. 
Over time, they trap dust mites, 

pet allergens, bacteria, and pol-
lutants that hitch a ride into your 
home on shoes, clothing, and 
even in the air. Without regu-
lar deep cleaning, these hidden 
contaminants can aggravate al-
lergies, worsen asthma, and im-
pact overall indoor air quality.
Did you know?

•Dust mites thrive in warm, hu-
mid conditions, and their micro-
scopic waste particles can trig-
ger allergic reactions, causing 
sneezing, coughing, and respira-
tory discomfort.

•Pet allergens—found in saliva, 
skin flakes, and fur—become 
airborne and can exacerbate 
breathing issues, skin conditions 
like eczema, and long-term res-
piratory illnesses.

•Outdoor pollutants such as 
pollen, car exhaust fumes, and 
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Open: Mon-Fri 7:00am-5:00pm, Sat 8:00am-12:00pm, Sun Closed
*On Poly Bags only.

Chartwell Park, Stourbridge Rd, 
Bridgnorth WV15 6AN 
T:  01746 788030

Wolverley, Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire DY10 3RW
T:  01562 850447

Slate Dark Grey Mars Rust Sunset

Dust WhiteMoon Travertine Limestone

Discover a Huge Range of 
Dolemite Porcelain Paving

* 
*From 3 for £12 

on a huge range of  
decorative aggregates

buy online
collection and delivery availablewww.tgbuildersmerchants.co.uk
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Health: The Hidden Danger of 
Nasal Tanning Sprays: What You 
Need to Know

In the age of social media and influencer beauty 
trends, many people—especially younger gen-
erations—are constantly seeking fast, effective 
ways to enhance their appearance. One such 
trend gaining popularity is the use of nasal tan-

ning sprays: products that promise a deep, bronzed 
glow without the need for sun exposure or sunbeds. 
But beneath the surface of these seemingly harmless 
sprays lies a very real and alarming health risk—in-
cluding a possible link to skin cancer.

Nasal tanning sprays typically contain a synthetic 
peptide known as melanotan II, a chemical that 
stimulates the production of melanin in the skin. 
Melanin is the pigment responsible for skin colour, 
and when increased, it can give the skin a darker, 
tanned appearance. These sprays are often mar-
keted as a quick fix to achieve a sun-kissed look 

without harmful UV exposure. However, melanotan 
II is not approved by any major health authority, in-
cluding the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) or the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA). It is an unregulated, un-
licensed substance, and its use comes with serious 
health concerns.

One of the most significant risks associated with 
melanotan II is its potential to cause abnormal 
changes in skin cells, increasing the risk of mela-
noma, the most serious form of skin cancer. Some 
users have reported a darkening or change in shape 
of moles, an indicator that skin cells are reacting 
to the substance in unpredictable and potentially 
dangerous ways.
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Doctors and dermatolo-
gists have been sound-
ing the alarm, urging the 
public to steer clear of these 
products. Not only are they 
untested and unregulated, 
but the way they are admin-
istered—via nasal spray—
means the chemicals enter 
the bloodstream quickly 
and directly. This bypasses 
the body's natural filter-
ing systems and increases 
the chance of side effects, 
which can include nausea, 
high blood pressure, facial 
flushing, increased freckles 
or moles, and even libido 
changes.

Despite these risks, nasal 
tanning sprays have seen a 
surge in popularity, largely 
due to their promotion 
by influencers and online 
sellers. Platforms like TikTok 
and Instagram are flooded 
with before-and-after videos 
and glowing reviews that fail 
to mention the lack of safety 

testing or regulation. This gives 
users a false sense of security 
and normalises the use of poten-
tially harmful substances—all in 
the name of aesthetics.
The problem is compounded by 
the fact that these sprays are of-
ten marketed directly to young, 
image-conscious consumers, 
many of whom may not fully 
understand the long-term health 
consequences. With skin cancer 
rates rising among younger peo-
ple, experts fear that products 
like nasal tanning sprays could 
be contributing to a dangerous 
trend.

Organisations such as the British 
Association of Dermatologists 
and Cancer Research UK have 
issued public warnings, stating 
that melanotan II and similar 
products should be avoided 
entirely. They urge consumers to 
opt for safer, regulated alterna-
tives such as topical self-tanning 
lotions and sprays, which are 
widely available and have been 
tested for safety.

It’s important to remember that 
a tan, whether from the sun or a 
spray, is not a sign of health—it’s 
a response to skin damage. Chas-
ing a certain look at the cost of 
your long-term health simply isn’t 
worth it. If you're looking for a 
bronzed appearance, use repu-
table, approved self-tanners or 
consider embracing your natural 
skin tone.
In a world increasingly driven by 
online trends and instant results, 
it’s easy to be drawn in by the 
promise of a quick fix. But when 
it comes to your health, especially 
something as serious as cancer 
risk, it's vital to make informed, 
cautious choices. Don’t be misled 
by viral videos or influencer 
endorsements—always do your 
research and consult a medical 
professional before using any cos-
metic product, especially those 
not approved for use.

Your health is your greatest asset. 
Treat it that way.
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ULTIMATE SUNDAY CARVERY 
£18.95 Adult £14.95 Child 

FREE DESSERT WITH EVERY CARVERY
With a choice of up to 5 meats inc Beef, Pork, Turkey, Lamb, 

Gammon.  Served with a host of fresh seasonal vegetables traditional 
bakes, pigs in blankets and Yorkshire puddings. 

Served 12pm-6pm

Chaddesley Corbett 
Near Kidderminster DYlO 4QN 

Tel 01562 777247 
thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk 
email: thefoxchaddesley@outlook.com 
Traditional pub menu also available 

Food Served All Day I Monday-Saturday 72-Bpm I Sunday l2-6pm 
*BOGOF SUNDAY PRICES - Management  reserve   the  right   to   remove   offers O@ 

OUR FAMOUS 3 COURSE MENU ONLY 
£12! MON-SAT 12PM-8PM  

Any starter, any main & any dessert 
PLUS MAGIC MONDAY 2 COURSE CARVERY £10 

Food Spotlight - Elderflower
The Taste of Early Summer

If there's one flavour that cap-
tures the essence of early sum-
mer in the Wyre Forest, it’s el-
derflower. With its frothy white 
blooms and sweet, floral scent, 
elderflower dots the hedgerows 
and woodland edges from mid-
June — a fleeting seasonal treat 
that’s as beautiful as it is versa-
tile.

For centuries, elderflower has 
been prized for its refreshing 
taste and gentle fragrance. To-
day, it remains a favourite in 
both home kitchens and arti-
san products across the region. 
Whether you forage your own 
or pick up a jar of syrup at a lo-
cal shop, elderflower is a taste of 
the wild at its best.

What to Make:
•Elderflower Cordial: The clas-

sic. Steep fresh elderflower 
heads with sugar, lemons, and 
water for a zesty cordial that’s 
perfect with sparkling water or a 
splash of prosecco.

•Elderflower Fritters: A sim-
ple delight — dip whole flower 
heads in a light batter, fry until 
golden, and dust with icing sugar 
for a crunchy, floral snack.

•Floral Gin Infusion: Drop a few 
clean blooms into your favour-
ite gin and let them infuse for 
48 hours. The result? A subtle, 
botanical twist ideal for summer 
sipping.

Local shops and Farm Shops 
occasionally stock small-batch 
elderflower syrups, jellies, or 
liqueurs — great for those not 
keen to forage. Elderflower Cordial

Elderflower Fritters

Foraging Tips:
Best picking time: Mid–late June, 
early mornings when blooms are 
fresh

Where to look: Woodland edges, 
country lanes, and hedgerows. Al-
ways pick away from busy roads and 
pesticide-sprayed areas.

Just a handful of blooms can add 
something magical to your kitchen 
a truly local flavour of summer in 
every sip or bite.



Looking for a Tasty 
Midday Treat in the Heart of Stourport?

If you’re looking for a relaxed, 
welcoming place to enjoy a 
freshly prepared lunch, whether 
with friends, family or on your 
own, look no further than Pais-
ley at 106, nestled right in the 
heart of Stourport-on-Severn.

Every Tuesday to Friday, from 
12pm to 3pm, Paisley at 106 
serves up a delicious 2-course 
hot lunch for just £20 per per-
son, perfect for those who 
want something warm, tasty, 

and made with love. The menu 
changes regularly to reflect the 
best of seasonal produce, and 
meals are crafted using fresh in-
gredients – so you know you’re 
getting wholesome food that’s 
full of flavour.

Whether it’s a hearty cottage pie 
with garden vegetables followed 
by a classic apple crumble, or a 
warming casserole and a com-
forting pudding, every dish is 
served with a smile. But it’s not 

Dining at Paisley 106 

just about the food. At Paisley at 106, 
it’s also about the people and the ex-
perience. The dining space has become 
a regular meeting spot for many local 
residents who enjoy a friendly chat, 
a catch-up over lunch, or simply the 
chance to be out and about in great 
company.

And whilst the 2-course lunch is a firm 
favourite, it’s just one part of what Pais-
ley has to offer. The venue is all about 
creating a complete dining experience, 
with a weekly calendar that includes 
Brunch, Lunch, Evening Dining and a 
much-loved Sunday Roast. Each menu 
is thoughtfully prepared, beautifully 
presented, and served in a setting that 
feels like a home away from home.

So, whether you're planning a regular 
lunch date or you simply fancy getting 
out of the house for some great food, 
the 2-course lunch at Paisley at 106 is 
the perfect midweek treat.

Booking is recommended, as tables fill 
up fast – simply head to: 
www.paisleyat106.co.uk 
to reserve your spot.

E: bookings@paisleyat106.co.uk

ENQUIRE WITH US TODAY!

T: 01299 333 337

A: Paisley at 106, 106 Minster Road, Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 8AB

2-Course Prix Fixé Hot Lunch

E V E RY  T U E S DAY  TO  F R I DAY  |  1 2 P M  TO  3 P M  |  £ 2 0  P E R  P E RS O N

Looking for a
Tasty Midday Treat?
Available in the heart of Stourport, enjoy a 

freshly prepared 2-course hot lunch with a 

delicious main and dessert in a warm and 

welcoming setting.

Perfect for catching up with friends, family

– or simply treating yourself!

• Every Tuesday to Friday, 12pm to 3pm

• Fresh, Home-Grown Ingredients

• Seasonal Menus Crafted with Care

Book a table via our website or simply pop

in for a bite to eat (subject to availability)!

www.paisleyat106.co.uk
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Wildjac is different.

We are a sustainable distillery committed to producing
premium spirits, that bring joy to our customers. We combine

the finest foraged botanicals with a serious approach to
distillation, and always dedicated to doing good for the planet

and the community.

Check out our products and events at 
wildjac.co.uk 

WILD AT HEART. 

NATURALLY SPIRITED | SUSTAINABLY CRAFTED

wildjac.co.uk

2 skinless chicken breasts
1 tbsp oil
4 tbsp piri-piri sauce
or other mild chilli sauce
½ lemon juiced
burger buns split in half
250g block lighter halloumi
sliced into 8 pieces
¼ small white cabbage
finely sliced
2 tbsp mayonnaise
4 tbsp hummus
tzatziki 
handful of rocket
2 large roasted red peppers

 
1. To make the grilled chicken
Put the chicken breasts between 
two pieces of baking parchment 
and use a rolling pin to gently 
bash them until they are ap-
proximately 1cm thick. Cut each 

chicken breast into two even 
pieces.
2. If you're using a frying pan, 
heat two frying pans over medi-
um-high heat, with one of them 
containing oil. Fry the chicken 
in the oiled pan for 3-4 mins on 
each side until they are cooked 
through. Season the chicken, 
reduce the heat, drizzle in the 
chilli sauce and half of the lemon 
juice, and cook for an additional 
1-2 mins until the sauce is re-
duced. Remove the chicken from 
the heat.

3. If you're using an air-fryer, 
preheat it to 180C for 4 mins. 
Add the chicken to the air-fryer 
and cook for 12 mins. 
Drizzle over the chilli sauce and 
half the lemon juice and cook for 
an additional 1-2 mins until the 
chicken is cooked through and 
the sauce is reduced. Remove 
the chicken and keep it warm.

BBQ Recipe: 
Chicken & halloumi burgers

4. While the chicken is cooking, 
toast the buns in the dry frying 
pan for 30 seconds. Transfer 
them to a plate. If you're using 
an air fryer, put the buns in the 
air fryer for 1-2 mins until they 
are warm. Increase the air fryer 
temperature to 200C. Add the 
halloumi to the air fryer basket 
and cook for 10 mins, turning 
halfway through, until it's gold-
en. Toss the cabbage with the 
mayo and the remaining lemon 
juice.

5. Spoon the hummus (or dip 
of your choice) into the toasted 
buns, then top with the rocket, 
chilli chicken, halloumi, and pep-
pers. Drizzle with a little more 
chilli sauce, spoon over the cab-
bage, season with black pepper, 
and top with the bun lids. Serve 
with any extra cabbage on the 
side or a green salad.

Ingrediants

Method
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CALL US ON: 07830 259766 VISIT US ONLINE @ MINIPROGOLFPARKS.COM 

‘Golfing Fun For Everyone!’ MINI-PRO GOLF PARKS 

OPEN 10 AM -6PM FRI, SAT & SUN & DAILY DURING  ALL  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

GOLFING FUN FOR EVERYONE - BASED IN WOLVERLEY
SITUATED NEXT TO THE LOCK PUBLIC INN 

18 HOLE MINI PRO GOLF COURSE
ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED

EVERYONE  
WELCOME

MINI-GOLFING
FUN FOR 

THE 
WHOLE 
FAMILY

WILDJAC DISTILLEY 
Naturally Spirited, Sustainably Crafted
Nestled in the heart 
of the Wyre Forest, 
Wildjac Distillery is an 
independent, eco-
conscious distillery 
producing exceptional 
gin, vodka, and rum—all 
made using locally 
sourced botanicals and 
ingredients. Sustainabil-
ity is at the core of what 
we do, ensuring every 
sip of our naturally 
spirited drinks supports 
a greener future.

We’re committed to 
reducing our environ-
mental footprint, from 
using eco-friendly pack-
aging to cutting down 

on carbon emissions. As 
proud members of the 
1% for the Planet pro-
gramme, we donate a 
portion of every sale to 
environmental causes. 
Plus, we’re leading 
the way in sustainable 
packaging innovation, 
being one of the first 
distilleries to use frugal 
bottles—a revolution-
ary paper-based bottle 
that’s five times lighter 
and requires six times 
less carbon to produce 
than glass.

For those who love 
exploring the world of 
craft spirits, we offer 

distillery tours and ex-
clusive tasting events. 
Join us for a behind-
the-scenes experience, 
discover how our spirits 
are made, and enjoy a 
guided tasting of our 
unique range.

We’re also making 
sustainable choices 
with our miniature 5cl 
bottles, now available in 
lightweight, recyclable 
aluminium—perfect for 
on-the-go tastings, gift-
ing, or trying something 
new without waste.

And if you share our 
passion for nature, well-

ness, and craft drinks, 
don’t miss our quar-
terly lifestyle magazine, 
Naturally Spirited. 
Packed with features 
on sustainable living, 
outdoor adventures, 
and cocktail inspiration, 
it’s the perfect read 
for those who love a 
greener, more mindful 
way of life.

Come and experience 
Wildjac for yourself 
where great taste 
meets great 
sustainability. 
Visit www.wildjac.co.uk 
to find out more or 
book a tour today!
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Mark your calendars – Saturday 
2nd August promises to be one 
of the most exciting days of the 
summer as the Hartlebury Street 
Food & Music Festival returns 
in full force! Taking place from 
12pm to 9pm in the stunning 
grounds of Hartlebury Castle, 
Kidderminster (DY11 7XZ), this 
is set to be a feel-good celebra-
tion packed with flavour, music 
and community spirit.

This full-day event is all about 
bringing people together for a 
vibrant mix of street food, live 
music, drinks, dancing, and plen-
ty of fun in the sun. Whether 
you're bringing the family for a 
relaxed afternoon or gathering 
your mates for a festival-style 
blowout, there’ll be something 

A Summer Day to 
Remember 
Hartlebury Street Food 
& Music Festival 2025

for everyone.
You can look forward to a buzz-
ing Street Food Village with 
everything from juicy burgers 
to global bites that’ll have your 
taste buds cheering. There will 
be cocktail and prosecco bars 
serving up fruity, fizzy perfec-
tion, alongside an impressive 
range of craft beers, ciders, and 
draught lagers – perfect for sip-
ping throughout the day.

For families, there’ll be fair-
ground rides and entertainment 
to keep all ages smiling. Mean-
while, the festival stage will 
come alive with a full line-up of 
the region’s best live music, trib-
ute acts, bands and DJs, keeping 
the energy high from start to 
finish.

Whether you’re planning a fam-
ily day out, heading there for the 
music, or just going for the street 
food and good vibes, this is shap-
ing up to be a highlight of the local 
summer calendar.

Tickets are on sale now – and 
they’re expected to go fast. Don’t 
miss your chance to be part of one 
of the Midlands’ most exciting 
summer events.

For more info and tickets, visit: 
Facebook

Eat. Drink. Dance. Vibe. Together.
Hartlebury’s biggest street food 
and music festival is calling – are 
you in?

Events
AAuugguusstt  44tthh  --  BBrreeww  MMoonnddaayy

A coffee morning open to all offering a chance to 

meet, chat and enjoy fabulous FREE coffee and 

cake donated by the community.

AAuugguusstt  99tthh  --  LLiiffeessiiggnnss  LLIIVVEE!!

As part of their 2025 tour, a 3-piece Lifesigns 

will be performing here at Jelleyman's Mill! 

Tickets: www.lifesignsmusic.co.uk

AAuugguusstt  55tthh  &&  1199tthh  --  MMeessssyy  PPllaayy    wwiitthh  LLiittttllee  

MMeessss!!
Suitable for 6 months to 5 years old. Includes 

paint station and water play as part of these 

themed events - Under the Sea & Dino Day!

Tickets: kidderminster.thelittlesensory.co

AAuugguusstt  3311sstt  --  SSuunnddaayy  CClluubb  PPrreesseennttss......  SSoollssttiiccee  &&  

EEbboonnyy  BBuucckkllee  
We are delighted to be the brand new host of 

Sunday Club Presents, featuring live music on 

the last Sunday of every month!

Tickets: www.thesundayclub.net

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11sstt  --  BBrreeww  MMoonnddaayy

A coffee morning open to all offering a chance 

to meet, chat and enjoy fabulous FREE coffee 

and cake donated by the community.

JHAC
Jelleyman’s Mill and the surrounding site on

Puxton Lane are one of the last remaining 

vestiges of the industrial heritage of 

Kidderminster, and here at Jelleyman’s

Heritage Arts Charity we are devoted to

conserving the character of that heritage

whilst also bringing the site back to life as a

modern, flexible, community asset.

Our aim is to build a sustainable link between

the past, present, and future of this beautiful 

region, engaging local people, groups and 

businesses to create a thriving hub of activity

and opportunity. The site offers offices and 

function rooms for private hire, spaces for 

community group use, a community cafe, a

wellbeing craft centre, and work has begun

on a community

garden.

The Crafty Jelley
The Crafty Jelley Barn is a Craft Centre, Shop and Workshop, providing a fantastic opportunityto learn new crafts in a unique inspirational relaxed environment, surrounded by woodlandand birdsong right next to the River Stour at Jelleyman’s Mill. Our Craft Shop also offers an extensive selection of quality handmade goods and funky vibrant gifts for all ages and occasions.

Come along and
experience the
healing power of
nature and art.

The Bungalow CafeThe Bungalow Community Cafe offers a warm,
safe space in a beautiful, vintage, riverside 
setting at JHAC. Serving breakfast and lunch,
coffee and cake, ice-creams and much more,
we aim to become a hub for local groups and
services to use as a meeting place and base. Why not try us outfor your next meeting, lunch date, or caffeine fix!

info@jhac.co.uk   07444 746445
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SummerFest 2025 A Weekend of 
Food, Music & Fun in Stourport!
SummerFest is back and bigger 
than ever! Following the fan-
tastic success of Groove on the 
Green and SummerFest 2024, 
this year's event promises an 
unforgettable weekend of live 
music, mouthwatering food, and 
family fun at the beautiful Stour-
port Manor Hotel.

Taking place on Saturday 23rd 
and Sunday 24th August 2025, 
from 2pm to 10pm, SummerFest 
2025 is set to be a full-on two-
day celebration of everything 
we love about summer – music, 
street food, and great local com-
pany, all in a stunning outdoor 
setting.

With families in mind, this year’s 
event includes fun fair rides, a 
huge selection of beers, ciders, 
gin, and a global range of street 
food stalls to suit every taste. 
Local traders and foodies will 

be serving up everything from 
wood-fired pizza to sweet treats 
and sizzling BBQ. Live bands and 
DJs will be performing across 
both days, creating an electric 
festival atmosphere throughout 
the weekend.

Saturday's line-up includes per-
formances from Kyle Finn, Ellie 
Jones & The Giants, a Becky Hill 
Tribute, and the brilliant Two 
Tone Revolution, with more acts 
to be announced.

Sunday brings crowd-pleasing 
tribute acts including Ed Sheer-
an and P!nk, plus more live per-
formances still to be confirmed. 
Expect singalongs, dancing, and 
a brilliant community vibe.
Entry is free, and whether you're 
coming for the music, food, or 
family-friendly fun, SummerFest 
at Stourport Manor promises to 
be a local highlight of the 

summer.
Planning to stay over? Lim-
ited bedrooms are available for 
just £75 per night, exclusively 
through stourportmanor.com 
using a special booking code. To 
receive the code, email: special-
events@stourportmanor.com.

Got a campervan? Overnight 
parking is available for £35 per 
night, which includes access 
to the hotel’s leisure centre, 
with use of showers, gym, pool, 
jacuzzi and lounge areas during 
opening hours. Email specialev-
ents@stourportmanor.com to 
book your pitch.

For more details or general en-
quiries, contact the team at 
specialevents@stourportmanor.
com or call 01299 289955.



Kidderminster’s independent cinema,Kidderminster’s independent cinema,
one of the last in the Midlandsone of the last in the Midlands

showing latest releases and much moreshowing latest releases and much more

GREEN STREET,  KIDDERMINSTER DY10 1JF
01562 219042

FUTURISTCINEMA.UK

BAR

Enjoy all your favourite cinema snacks: popcorn, nachos, slushies,
sweets, hot and cold drinks and more. 

Craft beers, wines, prosecco and spirits—plus alcoholic slushies
served in our bar that’s cosy, quirky and full of character.

CINEMA KIOSK

EVENTS Stay in the loop—check out socials for upcoming events!

PRIVATE HIRE Hire one of our screens and enjoy a private cinema experience.
Various packages available.

GREEN STREET,  KIDDERMINSTER DY10 1JF        01562 219042

FUTURISTCINEMA.UK

FUTURISTFUTURIST
CREATIVESCREATIVES

CIRCLECIRCLE

Are you a local creative looking for
a welcoming space to meet like-
minded people, find inspiration
and be supported?  

CONNECT.  
COLLABORATE.  
CELEBRATE.

JOIN US
Monthly - Every Second Tuesday
7pm (Bar Open from 6:30pm)
Futurist Cinema, Green Street, Kidderminster, DY10 1JF

WHATEVER THE WEATHER,  
HAVE A DRINK ON US!

FREE DRINK WITH EVERY TICKET ALL DAY EVERY WEDNESDAY

TS&CS APPLY.  SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS.

SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER

FUTURISTFUTURIST
CINEMACINEMA

Wolverley Carnival 2025
A Community Celebration 
to Remember!
Wolverley Carnival returned 
with a burst of colour and com-
munity spirit on Saturday, July 
5th, bringing hundreds of fami-
lies, friends, and local visitors 
together for a joyful afternoon. 

The procession began at the 
village green, featuring daz-
zling floats crafted by local 
clubs, businesses, and schools. 
Highlights included the Scouts’ 
vibrant “eco-themed” float, cel-
ebrating environmental aware-
ness, and the Wolverley Primary 
School’s energetic dance troupe, 
which had the crowd cheering 
along.

The carnival atmosphere was 

further enhanced by a lively mu-
sic stage featuring performances 
from the Wolverley Ukulele Club 
and local singer-songwriters, 
alongside upbeat sets from the 
in-house DJ. 

A delightful selection of food 
and drink stalls offered every-
thing from traditional ice creams 
and wood-fired pizzas to locally 
brewed ales and artisan teas, 
catering to all tastes. Children 
enjoyed garden games, face 
painting, and a centenary-style 
“tug o’ war,” while adults relaxed 
with a stroll through the craft 
fair under the summer sunshine.

Organiser Linda Harris empha-

sised the event’s mission: “Our 
aim is to bring everyone to-
gether—to celebrate community, 
creativity, and fun.” With funds 
raised going to support the vil-
lage’s youth clubs and commu-
nity garden, Wolverley Carnival 
2025 delighted all, and plans are 
already underway for an even 
bigger celebration next year.
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Yee-Haw! Country
& Western Night 
Night Returns to The Civic

Saddle up, Stourport – the 
Country & Western night is 
back! Dust off your boots and 
get ready for a toe-tapping, hat-
tilting night of live music and 
good old-fashioned fun at The 
Civic in Stourport-on-Severn.

Taking place on Saturday 23rd 
August 2025, from 7:30pm to 
11:00pm, this popular night of 
country entertainment prom-
ises another brilliant evening of 

dancing, singing, and top-notch 
entertainment. Whether you're 
a seasoned line dancer or just 
love a good country tune, this is 
a night you won’t want to miss.

This time around, the stage will 
be lit up by Bee Smith, an out-
standing live country vocalist 
known for her energy, charm 
and heartfelt performances. 
From classic country ballads to 
modern favourites, Bee brings 

Nashville vibes right to Worcestershire.

Backing up the live music will be the 
ever-popular DJ Matt, spinning all your 
country favourites throughout the 
night. Expect a playlist packed with sin-
galongs, honky-tonk floor-fillers, and 
everything in between.

The Civic’s Country & Western nights 
have become a firm favourite on the 
local live music calendar – drawing 
in cowboys and cowgirls from across 
the region for a night of friendly fun 
and great music. With themed decor, 
friendly faces and a floor perfect for 
dancing, it’s an atmosphere you won’t 
forget.

The bar will be open, the atmosphere 
lively, and the dress code? Boots and 
hats optional – but highly encouraged! 
Bring your best line-dancing moves and 
country attitude – it’s going to be a wild 
one.

Tickets are on sale now, and as always, 
this is an 18+ event. So grab your 
friends, grab your stetson, and join us 
for a boot-scootin’ night to remember.
For more details or ticket links, head to 
The Civic’s website or follow them on 
social media.
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Summer Car Care 
Keep Your Motor Happy in the Heat
As temperatures rise and sum-
mer arrives in full force, it’s the 
ideal time to show your vehicle 
a little seasonal care. Whether 
you're heading off on a family 
staycation or just driving locally 
around Wyre Forest, a few easy 
checks can help keep you safe, 
comfortable and breakdown-
free.

Start with the tyres. Hot roads 
and higher temperatures can 
affect tyre pressure and wear. 
Make sure yours are properly in-
flated and check for any signs of 
cracking or damage – don’t for-
get the spare!

Next, fluids. Your engine works 
harder in warmer weather, so 
keeping an eye on coolant, oil, 
brake fluid and washer fluid lev-
els is vital. Low coolant is one 
of the most common causes of 
overheating in summer.
If your air conditioning isn’t as 
cool as it should be, consider a 

regas – you’ll appreciate it 
in traffic on a hot afternoon. 
Many garages can carry this 
out quickly and affordably.
Summer’s also a great excuse 
to give your car a clean. Dust, 
tree sap, and bird mess can 
damage your paintwork, so a 
thorough wash and wax can 
go a long way. Inside, vacuum 
carpets, wipe down surfaces 
and freshen things up for the 
months ahead.

And if you’re planning longer 
journeys, make a quick emer-
gency kit check – water, 
torch, first aid, charger, and a 
few snacks can be lifesavers 
in a pinch.

Local Spotlight: 
VRS Midlands Stourport

If you need trusted, profes-
sional help getting your car 
summer-ready, look no fur-
ther than VRS Midlands, your 

friendly local vehicle repair shop 
in Stourport-on-Severn.
With over 5,000 five-star 
Google reviews, VRS Midlands 
has built a strong reputation for 
outstanding customer service, 
transparent pricing, and fast, 
reliable repairs. Whether you 
need routine servicing, air con 
regassing, diagnostics, MOTs, or 
emergency repairs – their expe-
rienced team has you covered.
They’re the go-to garage for 
many in the Wyre Forest area 
and pride themselves on honest 
advice and quality work.

Contact VRS Midlands:
Unit 16, Sandy Ln Industrial 
Estate, Stourport-on-Severn 
DY13 9QB
01299 877888
www.vrsmidlands.co.uk

Give your car the care it 
deserves and support a brilliant 
local business in the process!
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Call Us:

Email:

 07957 441277  / 01299 544123 

 §�¥�}[�±�¥°:}PE/�P°­[�­��

WHAT WE OFFER ABOUT US

VRS Midlands offers Car Repairs 

& Servicing in Stourport

SERVICE SALES REPAIRS

STORAGEMOT DIAGNOSTICS

While we specialise in VW Group vehicles, 

we also service all makes and models, 

providing exceptional maintenance and 

repairs. Our skilled technicians offer full 

servicing and general repairs, all backed 

by a 12-month/12,000-mile guarantee. 

With a focus on quality, precision, and 

transparency, we offer competitive 

pricing and use advanced manufacturer�

level equipment for software updates and 

programming. Jour Tehicle is in eH�ert 

hands at VRS Midlands.

VISIT THE WEBSITEOur Location OPENING TIMEs

VRS Midlands

Chadwick Farm

Stourport-on-Severn

Worcestershire

DY13 9QZ

Monday  ............     

Tuesday  ...........   

Wednesday  ......       

Thursday  .........          

Friday  .............�

Saturday  ..........  

Sunday  ............

08:00 - 18:00

08:00 - 18:00

08:00 - 18:00

08:00 - 18:00

08:00 - 18:00

Appointment Only

Closed



Bewdley Rotary is a member of Rotary 
International, a global service organisation with 
over 1.2 million members in over 200 countries, 

committed to ‘Doing Good in the World’ 

WHEN AND WHERE DO WE MEET: 

The next monthly meeting will be on 31st  July  at Bewdley Pines Golf Club, Bewdley. The corporate    
members will be in attendance as well as members from other Rotary clubs and local charities that are 
being supported by Bewdley Rotary. 

 

BEWDLEY CARNIVAL  

On a very hot June day, members of the club, both legacy and corporate, turned out to support our float 
in the Bewdley Carnival, the theme chosen was Frozen (from the film), a little ironic considering the     
temperature! Our entry was well received and as it passed along the procession route all the children sang 
along to the songs being played - they knew the words by heart. This was the first time in a number of 
years that the club has entered a float in the parade, normally we have just helped out with marshalling. 
Well done to incoming President Phil and his team for organising our entry. On this occasion, Tony took a 
“backseat” in as much that he occupied the passenger seat in the float alongside driver Robbie. Many 
thanks to the two young ladies who volunteered to be the Princesses.  

Well done to everyone who participated, being dressed up in Elf suits in the heat of the day must have 
been a very real challenge. 

All of the Bewdley Rotary members will be supporting the sleigh at various locations throughout the 
Wyre Forest in December. Please do keep an eye out for our website and Facebook to find out more 
including where Santa will be on what dates , what charities will benefit from the donations as well our 
Santa Tracker. 

SUPERKING FOR KING   
& KING FOR DOUBLE ON HYPNOS 

20% OFF 
SOMNUS & HARRISON SPINKS
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of Kidderminster
& Stourport

SERVING THE WYRE FOREST 

Whatever your funeral wishes, we can help you. 
At Gaunts Funeral Directors we pride ourselves on traditional 
values with a contemporary approach. 

Our family has been arranging unique and personalised funerals 
across the Black Country since 1900 and we are now extremely 
proud to offer our services to families in the Wyre Forest from 
our beautiful new Kidderminster funeral home. 

www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
01562 541 062 
www.gauntsofstourport.co.uk
01299 879 090
1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster, DYlO lJR 

107 The Birches, 
Stourport-on-Severn DY13 9NR
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Harriers Ready for Kick-Off: 
Fresh Start for Kidderminster’s 2025–26 Season
Kidderminster Harriers are set to kick off their 
2025–26 season at Aggborough Stadium on 
Saturday 9th August against Scarborough 
Athletic. Under new manager Adam Murray, 
the team is looking to bounce back strong with 
renewed energy and a fresh tactical approach. 

A packed pre-season schedule included matches 
against Halesowen Town, Solihull Moors, Droit-
wich Spa, and Worcester City, offering fans a 
glimpse of what’s to come. 

Bo Henriksen and Jon Purdie, 
both of whom said they have 
fond memories of their time at 
the club, have joined KHIST as 
international and UK honorary 
presidents, respectively.

Henriksen, who is currently head 
coach at Mainz 05 in the Bun-
desliga, is fondly remembered 
for his prolific goal-scoring dur-
ing Harriers' time in the football 
league.

He set a club record as the first 
football league player at Harriers 
to score a hat-trick away from 
home in a clash with Exeter City. 
He finished the 2002–03 sea-
son as the club’s all-time highest 
football league goal scorer, with 

20 goals in 41 appearances.

Henriksen said: "It would be an 
honour to take the position of 
international honorary presi-
dent.

"I still follow the Harriers and 
it’s great to see them doing well 
this season." Purdie, who played 
more than 100 times for Harri-
ers in two spells, will always be 
remembered for his wonder goal 
against Birmingham City in the 
FA Cup third round during the 
1993/94 season.

He helped Harriers win the Con-
ference title in the same season 
as the incredible cup run.

Purdie said: "I’m delighted to 
take on the role of UK honorary 
president with the Trust.

"My time at Harriers was truly 
special, and I feel a strong con-
nection to the club.

"I continue to follow their pro-
gress and always wish them suc-
cess."

You can find out more about 
KHIST by visiting : 
https://www.khist.org.uk
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WWiinnddoowwss || DDoooorrss || CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorriieess || OOrraannggeerriieess
KKiiddddeerrmmiinnsstteerr && WWoorrcceesstteerr sshhoowwrroooommss ooppeenn 77 ddaayyss aa wweeeekk

TThhee WWyyrree FFoorreesstt''ss HHoommee IImmpprroovveemmeenntt SSppeecciiaalliisstt......

FFlleexxiibbllee
FFiinnaannccee
OOppttiioonnss

T & C's Apply

With season ticket prices frozen once again and 
several new signings expected to feature, excite-
ment is building in the Harriers’ camp. Supporters 
will be hoping for a strong start and a push for 
promotion.

With the community fully behind this new chapter. 
Murray has spoken about building a side that 
reflects the spirit and hard-working ethos of the 
town. Harriers fans across Wyre Forest will no 
doubt be watching closely as the opening whistle 
of the new season draws near.




