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SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS

IGLESIA CATOLICA ROMANA

10970 Bywood Dr. (& East Glen), El Paso, TX 79936 - 915-592-1313
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PASTOR

Rev. Ken Ducré

DEACONS

Joe Soto
Frank Segura
Ricardo Corella

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espafiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria
5:30pm

Mon. & Wed. English
Martes y Viernes Espariol

Thursday/Jueves
Liturgy of the Word &
Adoration
Liturgia de la Palabray
Adoracién

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners, registered or living
within Parish boundaries, please
contact pastor six months before
planned wedding date.

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de  nuestra  4rea  parroquial,
comunicarse con el parroco al menos
seis meses antes de la fecha en que
planean casarse.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

“Amen, | say to you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.” - Lk 23:43

NUESTRO SENOR JESUCRISTO,

REY DEL UNIVERSO

“Yo te aseguro que hoy estards conmigo en el paraiso”.

-Lc 23,43

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS

Celebrated the  second
Saturday of the month.
Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sdbado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
Working to end poverty
and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Program for children and
adults to receive
Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Programa de preparacion
para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y
adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th
birthday at the parish.

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro programa de Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar
su cumpleafios nimero 15 en Ia
parroquia.
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SAVINGA™
SEAT FOR

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST KING OF THE UNIVERSE 2025

Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas! We
are Blessed to have you with us.

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

We pray your time with us is a blessing for you as well!
Welcome and God Bless!

jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomdas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de
paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.
Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su

yOU"

tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Luke 23:35-43

Not long ago, I was called to a hospital to anoint a
woman in her early 80s. She was dying, and visibly in
pain. But what struck me most wasn’t her suffering —
it was the atmosphere in the room. She had eight
children and 30 foster kids, and many of them were
gathered around her. You’d expect sorrow, fear,
maybe even despair. But the room was filled with
something else entirely — a quiet strength, a kind of
sweetness. It was as if she was suffering not just with
them, but for them. And they, in love, were suffering
for her. The pain was real. But so was the peace. |
didn’t want to run. I felt as if I was in a little paradise,
beeping machines and all.

I think of that moment when I hear today’s Gospel.
Jesus, hanging on the cross, doesn’t look like a king.
But one of the crucified, dying men beside him sees
through the suffering and says, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42).
That word — remember — literally means to make
someone a member again. He’s asking to be joined to
Christ, to become part of his Body. And Jesus says,
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”

He doesn’t say, “I’ll take your suffering away.” He
says, “You will be with me.”

That’s the strange power of Christ the King. He
doesn’t rule by avoiding suffering. He reigns by
entering into it, and transforming it with love

What are you suffering right now in your life? Likely
you want it to stop. But if we are willing to suffer with
him — paradise begins even today.

Father John Muir...c.»

LIVE THE LITURGY

Our king wears a crown of thorns, not a crown of gold.
His glory is not in riches but in suffering. His law is
written in his own blood, shed for the love of us. Do we
understand the gift that it is, to be subject to such a king?
©LPi

MEDITACION EVANGELICA
Lucas 23:35-43

Con la Solemnidad de Nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, Rey
del Universo, termina el afio liturgico.

La préxima semana daremos comienzo al Adviento,
para luego celebrar con alegria la Navidad.

Con esta solemnidad, la Iglesia recuerda la soberania
de Jesucristo, Rey del Universo: "La entrada de Jests
en Jerusalén manifiesta la venida del Reino que el
Rey-Mesias, recibido en su ciudad por los nifios y por
los humildes de corazén, va a llevar a cabo por la
Pascua de su Muerte y de su Resurreccion" (Catecismo
de la Iglesia Catodlica, n. 570). Jesus, Tu eres nuestro
Rey, desde la cruz donde cruelmente moriste por
nosotros para salvarnos. jBendito y adorado seas para
siempre!

"Cuando nuestro Salvador estaba colgado en la
gloriosa cruz, estaban con El dos ladrones. ;Qué se
puede deducir de esto? Sin lugar a dudas, se trataba de
una burla, de acuerdo con el plan tomado por los
judios, pero también era un cumplimiento de la
profecia: ‘Le daré su parte entre los grandes y con los
poderosos repartira despojos, pues se entrego
indefenso a la muerte y fue tenido por un malhechor’
(Isaias 53:12) ... El pag6 las deudas por nosotros, cargd
con nuestros pecados y fue azotado por nosotros,
segin esta escrito: ‘Por sus sufrimientos fuimos
curados, pues El cargd con nuestros pecados’ (Isaias
53:5). Y nos libro de las enfermedades del alma" (San
Cirilo de Alejandria [375-444], Comentario al
Evangelio de Lucas). Que viva Cristo Rey!ce

VIVIR LA LITURGIA

Nuestro rey lleva una corona de espinas, no una corona
de oro. Su gloria no estd en las riquezas, sino en el
sufrimiento. Su ley estd escrita en su propia sangre,
derramada por amor a nosotros. ;Comprendemos el don
que es estar sujetos a tal rey? ew
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PRACTICING CATHOLIC

The King Who Hangs Beside Us
We love to hate the bad thief.

Ancient Christian tradition has called him by the name
“Gestas.” In contrast to Dismas, “the good thief” who
recognized and repented of his own sins, Gestas goes
down bitter and swinging. With his last breaths he taunts
Jesus, poking fun at the absurdity of a deity who allows
himself to be crucified by mortals. “Are you not the
Christ?” he sneers.

But his final words betray an undercurrent of
desperation. Of terror. In the end, Gestas just wants Jesus
to save him.

It’s taken me a few hundred read-throughs of this Gospel
passage to finally understand a painful truth: I am Gestas.
I hang from my own cross — we all do, in this life. But
I’'m lucky enough that my cross is right beside Jesus,
because the sacraments bring him as close to me as he
was to Gestas — closer, even. How unfathomable is the
mercy of God.

And yet, I am not grateful. I don’t rejoice at my
proximity to my Lord, to the flesh and blood that have
bought my salvation. I don’t do what I should do, and
what Dismas does. [ don’t say, “Wherever you are King,
please, let me be your subject. Wherever you are going,
please, take me with you.”

“Are you not the Christ?” I say instead. And what I mean
is exactly what Gestas meant: “Get me down. Take this
cross away. [ don’t want it. I can’t take it.”

What a tragedy it would be, if all Christ had to offer us
was an easier life.

None of this looks like anyone thought it would. The
long-foretold Messiah, whose majesty and might would
eradicate violence and establish peace. The guy who was
going to make everything okay again. The King of the
Jews. And here he hangs: bleeding and dying and doing
what looks like nothing. Staring at Gestas. Staring at me.
Staring at you.

What will you say to him? evr

PRAYER - FOR EVERYDAY AND EVERYBODY
Jesus is King

Dear Jesus,

I see the kingdom you love, the one full of the broken and
forgotten.I see the crown you wear — thorns out of love for
me. I pick you as my King. Mold my heart to be a worthy
member of your kingdom. Amen. cir

PRACTICANDO CATOLICISMO
El Rey que Cuelga a Nuestro Lado

Nos encanta odiar al ladron malo.

La antigua tradicion cristiana lo ha llamado con el
nombre de "Gestas". A diferencia de Dimas, "el buen
ladrén" que reconocio y se arrepintié de sus propios
pecados, Gestas cae amargado y oscilante. Con sus
ultimos alientos se burla de Jesus, burlindose de lo
absurdo de una deidad que se deja crucificar por los
mortales. ";No eres ti el Cristo?", se burla.

Pero sus ultimas palabras delatan un trasfondo de
desesperacion. De terror. Al final, Gestas solo quiere que
Jesus lo salve.

Me han llevado unos cientos de lecturas de este pasaje
del Evangelio para entender finalmente una verdad
dolorosa: soy Gestas. Me cuelgo de mi propia cruz, todos
lo hacemos, en esta vida.

Pero tengo la suerte de que mi cruz estd justo al lado de
Jesus, porque los sacramentos lo acercan tanto a mi como
lo estuvo a Gestas, incluso mas cerca. jCuan insondable
es la misericordia de Dios!

Y, sin embargo, no estoy agradecida. No me regocijo por
mi proximidad a mi Sefior, a la carne y la sangre que han
comprado mi salvacion. No hago lo que deberia hacer, y
lo que hace Dimas. Yo no digo: "Dondequiera que seas
rey, por favor, permiteme ser tu subdito. A donde quiera
que vayas, por favor, llévame contigo".

"¢ No eres tu el Cristo?" Digo en cambio. Y lo que quiero
decir es exactamente lo que Gestas quiso decir: "Bajame.
Quita esta cruz. No la quiero. No puedo soportarla".

iQué¢ tragedia seria, si todo lo que Cristo tuviera para
ofrecernos fuera una vida mas facil!

Nada de esto parece como alguien penso que lo seria. El
Mesias largamente predicho, cuya majestad y poderio
erradicarian la violencia y establecerian la paz. El tipo
que iba a hacer que todo volviera a estar bien. El Rey de
los Judios. Y aqui esta: sangrando y muriendo y haciendo
lo que parece no ser nada. Mirando a Gestas. Mirandome
fijamente. Mirandote fijamente.

()Qué le diras? e

ORACION - PARA TODOS LOS DIAS Y PARA TODOS

Jesus es Rey

Querido Jesus,

Veo el reino que amas, el que esta lleno de quebrantados y
olvidados.

Veo la corona que llevas, espinas por amor a mi. Te elijo como
mi Rey. Moldea mi corazén para ser un miembro digno de tu
reino. Amén. crri
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

What is Eucharistic Adoration?

The practice of Eucharistic Adoration is a centuries old
ritual and falls within a broader category of devotions
and rituals that are associated with the Sacrament of the
Eucharist. In a particular way, Eucharistic Adoration is
an extension of the worship and adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament that occurs in every Mass.

In a long-standing practice, a period of Eucharistic
Adoration often ends with “benediction,” the blessing of
the faith with the Blessed Sacrament.

Several parishes throughout the United States have
introduced the practice of perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration, while other communities have the custom of
shorter periods of Eucharistic Adoration. Care should
always be taken that these periods of adoration respect
the instructions outlined in Holy Communion and
Worship of the Eucharist Outside of Mass, the liturgical
book that gives the instructions for the proper celebration
of Eucharistic Adoration.

Although adoration of the Blessed Sacrament can never
take the place of Eucharistic Communion, many
Catholics find great comfort and consolation in their
prayers before the Eucharist enshrined in the tabernacle
or when it is exposed in the monstrance (both are equally
valid, as the Christ is not more present in one than in the
other). But when we consider our eucharistic devotions,
it is always important to remember the fundamental
connection these acts

of devotion have the celebration of the Eucharist in the
Mass and reception of Christ in Communion. cuw

;POR QUE HACEMOS ESO?
VIDA CATOLICA EXPLICADA

.Qué es la Adoracion Eucaristica?

La practica de la Adoracién Eucaristica es un ritual de siglos
de antigiiedad y pertenece a una categoria mas amplia de
devociones y rituales asociados con el Sacramento de la
Eucaristia. De manera particular, la Adoracion Eucaristica es
una extension del culto y adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento
que ocurre en cada Misa.

En una practica antigua, un periodo de adoracion eucaristica a
menudo termina con la bendicion de la fe con el Santisimo
Sacramento.

Varias parroquias en los Estados Unidos han introducido la
practica de la Adoracién Eucaristica perpetua, mientras que
otras comunidades tienen la costumbre de periodos més cortos
de Adoracion Eucaristica. Siempre se debe tener cuidado de
que estos periodos de adoracién respeten las instrucciones
descritas en La Sagrada Comunion y el Culto de la Eucaristia
Fuera de la Misa, el libro litirgico que da las instrucciones
para la correcta celebracion de la Adoracion Eucaristica.

Aunque la adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento nunca puede
tomar el lugar de la Comunién Eucaristica, muchos catélicos
encuentran un gran consuelo en sus oraciones ante la
Eucaristia recogida en el tabernaculo o cuando esta expuesta
en la custodia (ambas son igualmente validas, ya que el Cristo
no estd mas presente en una que en la otra). Pero cuando
consideramos nuestras devociones eucaristicas, siempre es
importante recordar la conexion fundamental que tienen estos
actos de devocion: la celebracion de la Eucaristia en la Misa y
la recepcion de Cristo en la Comunion. ece
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DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED!

Jesse Tree

The Jesse Tree is an Advent practice which recounts
the history of salvation by tracing the lineage of Christ
— the foretold “shoot from the stump of Jesse” who
will bring peace and unity to the people of God (Isaiah
11:1).

In a way, creating a Jesse tree is the telling of one big
story — the redemption of man — through the telling
of many smaller stories — the fall of Adam, God’s
promise to Abraham, the wandering of the Israelites,
the greatness of David and the humble submission of
Mary. A Jesse tree is adorned with symbols of these
various people and stories, with the earliest ones hung
from the topmost branches, progressing downward.

There are different versions of the Jesse Tree featuring
different Old Testament figures and stories, but all
begin with Adam and end with the birth of Jesus. It is
an easy tradition to practice at home — all you need is
a tree, paper, markers, scissors, string and a Biblecve

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1st Reading Question:

The people of Israel recognized that David was a
natural leader, and with the Lord’s blessing anointed
him king of Israel. What do you think makes someone
a good leader?

2nd Reading Question:

Paul offers to the Colossians a beautiful piece of
poetry reflecting on how Jesus reconciled all things in
heaven and on earth. Can you share a time when you
were reconciled with a family member or friend?

Gospel Question:

Jesus assured the repentant criminal crucified next to
him that he would be with him in paradise. Who might
you offer words of comfort to this week? cin

S

~ LOBD, REMEMBER ME

WHEN YOU COME
INTO YOUR KINGDOM

iDEVOCIONES, EXPLICADAS!
El Arbol de Jesé

El Arbol de Jesé es una practica de Adviento que relata
la historia de la salvacion trazando el linaje de Cristo,
el predicho "brote del tronco de Jesé" que traerd paz 'y
unidad al pueblo de Dios (Isaias 11:1).

En cierto modo, crear un arbol de Jesé es la narracion
de una gran historia, la redencion del hombre, a través
de la narraciéon de muchas historias mas pequeiias: la
caida de Adan, la promesa de Dios a Abraham, el
deambulo os israelitas, la grandeza de David y la
humilde sumisién de Maria. Un Arbol de Jesé esta
adornado con simbolos de estas diversas personas e
historias, y los primeros cuelgan de las ramas mas
altas, progresando hacia abajo.

Hay diferentes versiones del Arbol de Jesé con
diferentes figuras e historias del Antiguo Testamento,
pero todas comienzan con Addn y terminan con el
nacimiento de Jesus. Es una tradicion facil de practicar
en casa: todo lo que necesitas es un arbol, papel,
marcadores, tijeras, cordon y una Biblia. e

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA

Pregunta de la 1" Lectura:

El pueblo de Israel reconocid que David era un lider
natural y, con la bendicion del Sefor, lo ungio rey de
Israel. ;Qué crees que hace que alguien sea un buen
lider?

Pregunta de la 2* Lectura:

Pablo ofrece a los colosenses una hermosa poesia que
reflexiona sobre como Jesus reconcilié todas las cosas
en el cielo y en la tierra. ;Puedes compartir un
momento en el que te hayas reconciliado con un
familiar o amigo?

Pregunta del Evangelio:

Jesus le asegur6 al criminal arrepentido crucificado a
su lado que estaria con ¢l en el paraiso. (A quién
podrias darle palabras de consuelo esta semana? c»
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MISSALS/ LITTLE BLUE BOOK BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
MISALES/LIBRITO AZUL

We are quickly approaching the end of the
liturgical year! To help you prepare now for the
new season, the Advent Little Blue Book and the
2026 Missals are now available at the parish
office. They are available in English and Spanish.
Limited supply.

The Little Blue Book
Advent and Christmas Seasons
2025-2026

0

r; Vmmx

Little Books
i Discoe of S b

iSe acerca el final del afio litirgico! Para ayudarles
a prepararse para la nueva temporada, el Librito
Azul de Adviento y los Misales de 2026 ya estan
disponibles en la oficina parroquial. Disponibles
en inglés y espafiol. Abastecimiento limitado.

HAPPY

'l”nanks@lvmq

VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO

This week the Blessed
Sacrament perpetual candle is
lit in honor of: x=

Esta semana la vela perpetua
al Santisimo estara encendida
En honor de:

SANCHEZ FAMILY

HOLYLAND ART

Our brothers from Holy Land will be selling
their handmade art this coming November 29 &
30 in our parish, don’t miss out!

ARTE DE TIERRA SANTA

Nuestros hermanos de Tierra Santa venderan sus
obras de arte hechas a mano los proximos 29 y
30 de noviembre en nuestra parroquia. jNo se lo
pierdan!

.
Dear young people |
Jests'fregdom
draws us in, Let us
allow it to resonate
Within us, to challenge

1S, to awaken n
Us the courage born
of truth.

POPE FRANCIS




23 DE NOVIEMBRE NUESTRO SENOR JESUCRISTO REY DEL UNIVERSO 2025

B OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF

D | THE UNIVERSE

NOVEMBER 23, 2025
READINGS/ LECTURAS
Announcements, /
;! | Sunday: 2Sm5:1-3/Ps122:1-2,34,4-5 (see 1)YCol 1:12-20/
Wednesday: November 26 1k23:3543

6:00PM  Thanksgiving Eve Mass
NO CONFESSIONS
Thursday, November 27

5:30pm  NO Liturgy of the Word and Adoration

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES

Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Monday: St. Andrew Diing-Lac, Priest, and
Companions, Martyrs

Tuesday: St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr

Thursday: Thanksgiving Day

SUNDAY READINGS

LECTURAS DOMINICALES

First Reading (2 Sm 5:2)

“And the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd my
people Israel and shall be commander of Israel.””
Tu seras el pastor de Israel, mi pueblo tu seras su guia.

Psalm: (Ps 122)
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Vayamos con alegria al encuentro del Sefor.

Second Reading (Col 1:19-20)

For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through

him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the

blood of his cross through him, whether those on earth or

those in heaven.
Porque Dios quiso que en Cristo habitara toda plenitud y
por el quiso reconciliar consigo todas las cosas, del cielo
y la tierra y darles la paz por medio de su sangre,
derramada en la cruz.

Gospel:

He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you,

today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Jesus le respondio: Yo te aseguro que hoy estards
conmigo en el paraiso.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in Liturgy Corporation the. All rights res erved.

(Lk 23:43)

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday: Dn2:3145Dn3:57,58,59,60,61/Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/
Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67/Lk 21:12-19
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74/
Lk 21:20-28
Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/Lk
21:29-33

Saturday: Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/

Lk 21:34-36

MASS
INTENTIONS

Saturday, November 22

4:00pm  +Dennis Parada Anniv by Reynaldo & Jesusita Parada
+Michelle Ray by Mary Lou Borrego
+Larry & Margo B. Rodriguez by Margo Rodriguez

Friday:

Sunday, November 23
8:30am Ruben Apodaca (B-Day) by Iris Apodaca
10:00am +Kimmy Griffin by Jose Acosta

+Gerardo Angel by Lucila Angel

+Maria Alicia Delgado by Vizcarra Family

12:00pm For the Parishioners

Monday, November 24
5:30pm NO MASS

Tuesday, November 25
5:30pm NO MASS

Wednesday, November 26

6:00pm THANKSGIVING EVE MASS
+Kimy Griffin by Jose Acosta
+Jose Maria Revelez by Jose Acosta
+George Xavier Lopez by Sta Family

Thursday, November 27
5:30pm NO LITURGY OF THE WORD

Friday, November 28
5:30pm NO MASS
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CHRIST THE KING

WHAT WE WELL, THERE'S
NEED IS A _ ‘ THIS CERTAIN
600D WORLD ¥ PERSON WHO
LEADERI WAS ORIGINALLY
FROM THE
MIDDLE EAST...

® 2007 LPi

CHRIST THe KiNG
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