ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS

IGLESIA CATOLICA ROMANA

10970 Bywood Dr. (& East Glen), El Paso, TX 79936 - 915-592-1313
Email: saintthomasa@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.stthomas-elpaso.com

PASTOR
Rev. Ken Ducré

DEACONS

Joe Soto
Frank Segura
Ricardo Corella

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espafiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria
5:30pm

Mon. & Wed. English
Martes y Viernes Espariol

2/TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”

Thursday/Jueves
Liturgy of the Word &
Adoration
Liturgia de la Palabray
Adoracién

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners, registered or living
within Parish boundaries, please
contact pastor six months before
planned wedding date.

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de  nuestra  4rea  parroquial,
comunicarse con el parroco al menos
seis meses antes de la fecha en que
planean casarse.

WAIFEFISISIR I~ ID/AAINA C

- Lk 17:5-6

27° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Los apostoles dijeron al Sefior: “Auméntanos la fe”.

SLeil7is

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS

Celebrated the  second
Saturday of the month.
Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sdbado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

PDPARTICANMNC /DALITICAANNC

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
Working to end poverty
and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Program for children and
adults to receive
Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Programa de preparacion
para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y
adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th
birthday at the parish.

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro programa de Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar
su cumpleafios nimero 15 en la
parroquia.
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SAVINGA™
SEAT FOR

2025

Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas! We
are Blessed to have you with us.

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

We pray your time with us is a blessing for you as well!
Welcome and God Bless!

jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomdas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de
paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.
Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su

YOUZ N

tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION

A priest friend of mine received a call from a family
whose elderly mother was dying. Within thirty
minutes, he was at her bedside, offering the
consolation of the sacraments, anointing her with the
oil of the sick, and commending her soul to God. She
passed not long after, and for months, her family spoke
of their deep gratitude for his presence. When I phoned
him to commend his faithful ministry, he simply said,
“I was just doing my job.”

His words brought to mind Jesus’ teaching this week
in Luke 17:10: “So you also, when you have done
everything, you were told to do, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”” In a
world that often seeks recognition and applause, the
Lord invites us into a different mindset — one of
humble service. The priest did not see his response as
extraordinary; he saw it as a grace to fulfill his
vocation.

How tempting it is to seek affirmation for doing what
I ought to do! Yet Jesus reminds us that true
discipleship is not about grandstanding but about quiet
faithfulness. It is enough to have served. It is enough
to have loved. It is enough to be grateful that we were
given the chance to do our duty in the first place.
Whether in priesthood, parenthood, or any vocation,
what peace-soaked freedom there is in simply doing
what 1s asked of us. No more, no less. Jesus, that is
how you quietly love us. Father John Muir...c.

LIVE THE LITURGY

The Apostles beg Jesus for increased faith, but they
don’t really want faith. They want a magical feeling of
certainty that requires no effort. Real faith must grow
and sprout roots in fertile soil. Real faith requires
attention and work. Are we willing to work? c.e:

MEDITACION EVANGELICA

A lo largo del Evangelio encontramos diferentes
pasajes donde Jesus elogia a las personas que tienen
fe. Por ejemplo: "Levantate, tu fe te ha salvado"
(Lucas 17:19). Un buen reto podria ser darnos a la
tarea de leer los cuatro evangelios y tomar nota de
estos pasajes, para asi poder comparar a las personas
de aquel tiempo con nosotros hoy, en lo que respecta
a la fe. ;En qué creemos actualmente? ;Como
podemos medir la fe que hay en nosotros? ;Seguimos
a Jests solo para pedirle favores y que nos haga
milagros, o porque de verdad tenemos fe en EI?

El Catecismo de la Iglesia Catolica, en sus numeros
176 y 184, nos dice lo siguiente sobre la fe: "La fe es
una adhesion personal del hombre entero a Dios que
se revela. Comprende una adhesion de la inteligencia
y de la voluntad a la revelacion que Dios ha hecho de
si mismo mediante sus obras y sus palabras". Y afiade:
"La fe es un gusto anticipado del conocimiento que nos
haré bienaventurados en la vida futura". La vida de fe
no se construye en solitario. Para su crecimiento,
intervienen muchos factores. El primero nos fue dado
desde el bautismo, y nuestros padres y abuelos
participaron de primera mano en su desarrollo. La
comunidad de fe es otro factor esencial. Después, el
crecimiento de la fe depende de cada uno. Hoy,
hagamos la misma peticion que hicieron los apostoles:
"Sefior, auméntanos la fe". Seguramente, la respuesta
sera la misma. ;Verdad? cun

VIVIR LA LITURGIA

Los apostoles le ruegan a Jests que les aumente la fe,
pero en realidad no quieren fe. Quieren una sensacion
magica de certeza que no requiera esfuerzo. La
verdadera fe debe crecer y echar raices en tierra fértil.
La verdadera fe requiere atencion y trabajo. ;Estamos
dispuestos a trabajar? c»
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC

The Father Who Knows What You Want

It’s easy to give your kid what he’s asking for. It’s hard
to give him what he wants.

If a kid asks to eat an ice cream cone, there’s nothing
wrong with giving him one. But if he’s grumpily
demanding an ice cream cone at 7:45 in the morning,
what he wants — whether he realizes it or not — is some
protein and whole grains and a little encouragement to
get him going on his day.

So you give him eggs and toast, and you watch him
struggle to accept it. Sometimes he does and sometimes
he doesn’t, but either way, you’ll be here. You’ll forgive
him for whatever names he calls you and you’ll put the
healthy breakfast in the fridge, waiting for him when he’s
ready to eat it.

“Increase my faith.” I’ve said it to God plenty of times,
imagining a prayer life that is effortless and a
sacramental life that is uncomplicated, an acceptance of
truth that is unshakeable. Easy faith — that’s what I'm
asking for, and lots of it, please.

But easy faith isn’t faith at all, and faith that you aren’t
strong enough to hold will break your arms. And what
God will never do is say, “Sure, kiddo, here you go,” and
pass off a false gift as the real thing, just to make us both
feel good. He won’t hand me something I’'m not strong
enough to hold.

That would be a classic lazy-father move. That would be
an ice-cream-cone-at-7:45 a.m. move.

Instead, He watches carefully while I navigate the bumpy
terrain of the spiritual life, ready to whisper directions in
my ear. He holds his breath while the challenges of this
world create deep grooves in my soul — and then He
irrigates those grooves with the life-giving waters of
grace, transforming them into valleys of consolation and
respite.

Sometimes I call Him names. Sometimes I refuse what
He’s offering. It’s not what I asked for, after all.

But it’s what I want. Luckily, He knows that better than
me. Ov

(PRACTICANDO) CATOLISISMO

El Padre que Sabe lo que Quieres
Es facil darle a tu hijo lo que esta pidiendo. Es dificil
darle lo que quiere.

Si un nifio pide comer un cono de helado, no hay nada de
malo en darle uno. Pero si esta exigiendo de mal humor
un cono de helado a las 7:45 de la mafiana, lo que quiere,
ya sea que se dé cuenta o no, es algo de proteina y granos
integrales y un poco de aliento para seguir adelante con
su dia.

Asi que le das huevos y pan tostado, y lo ves luchar para
aceptarlo. A veces lo hace y a veces no, pero, de
cualquier manera, estaras aqui. Lo perdonaras por los
apodos que te diga y pondras el desayuno saludable en la
nevera, esperandolo cuando esté listo para comerlo.

"Aumenta mi fe". Se lo he dicho a Dios muchas veces,
imaginando una vida de oracidon que no requiere esfuerzo
y una vida sacramental que no tiene complicaciones, una
aceptacion de la verdad que es inquebrantable. Fe facil,
eso es lo que pido, y mucha, por favor.

Pero la fe facil no es fe en absoluto, y la fe en que no eres
lo suficientemente fuerte para sostenerla te rompera los
brazos. Y lo que Dios nunca hara, es decir: "Claro, nifio,
aqui tienes", y hacer pasar un regalo falso como si fuera
real, solo para que ambos nos sintamos bien. No me
entregara algo para lo que no sea lo suficientemente
fuerte para sostener.

Esa seria una jugada cléasica de padre perezoso. Eso seria
un movimiento de cono de helado a las 7:45 a.m.

En cambio, El observa cuidadosamente mientras navego
por el terreno accidentado de la vida espiritual, listo para
susurrarme instrucciones al oido. El contiene la
respiracion mientras los desafios de este mundo crean
profundos surcos en mi alma, y luego riega esos surcos
con las aguas vivificantes de la gracia, transformandolos
en valles de consuelo y respiro.

A veces lo llamo por apodos. A veces rechazo lo que El
me ofrece. Después de todo, no es lo que pedi.

Pero es lo que quiero. Por suerte, El lo sabe mejor que
YO. ovri
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

Be Careful What You Wish For

You’ve probably heard the phrase “Be careful what
you wish for.” In my experience, it’s not often utilized
with a lot of charity. You usually hear it said as a
warning. The unspoken sentiment behind it is this:
You’re not as strong as you think you are.

As Christians we shouldn’t be surprised to look
ourselves in the mirror and own that reality. We are
not as strong as we may think. We are time and time
again shocked and dismayed by our own weaknesses,
our own fears, our own shortcomings.

Should we be careful what we wish for? The apostles
asked Jesus to increase their faith, and He told them it
would take work. It would take suffering. It would take
patience. But He didn’t say it was impossible.

As everyday stewards, we need to continue wishing
recklessly. Ask God for anything and everything,
come to Him with all your needs. Beg Him for grace
without limit.

When we hear God’s voice, it does not always say
what we want to hear. But it always speaks the perfect
truth. If it tells us of a hardship that we think we cannot
bear, let us take solace in the knowledge that we are

the stewards — not the landlord. — Tracy Earl
Welliver, MTS

PRAYER TO RESPECT LIFE
Dear God,

Help us to hear Your voice, especially when You
speak on behalf of the voiceless, the overlooked, and
the forgotten. Keep our ears attuned, and work through
us in a way that loves, blesses, assures, supports, and
strengthens LIFE.Amen. cur

ORACION PARA RESPETAR LA VIDA

Dios mio,

Ayudanos a escuchar Tu voz, especialmente
cuando hablas en nombre de los que no tienen
voz, de los ignorados y de los olvidados. Mantén
nuestros oidos sintonizados y trabaja a través de
nosotros de una manera que ame, bendiga,
asegure, apoye y fortalezca la VIDA. Amén.

MAYORDOMIA COTIDIANA

Ten cuidado con lo que deseas

Probablemente hayas escuchado la frase "Cuidado con
lo que deseas". En mi experiencia, no se suele usar con
mucha caridad. Suele decirse como advertencia. El
sentimiento tacito que subyace es este: No eres tan
fuerte como crees.

Como cristianos, no deberia sorprendernos mirarnos al
espejo y reconocer esa realidad. No somos tan fuertes
como creemos. Una y otra vez nos sorprenden y nos
desaniman nuestras propias debilidades, nuestros
miedos, nuestras deficiencias.

(Debemos tener cuidado con lo que deseamos? Los
apostoles le pidieron a Jestis que aumentara su fe, y El
les dijo que requeriria trabajo. Requerird sufrimiento.
Requerira paciencia. Pero no dijo que fuera imposible.

Como administradores cotidianos, debemos seguir
deseando sin reservas. Pidele a Dios todo lo que
necesites, acude a El con todas tus necesidades.
Ruégale gracia ilimitada.

Cuando escuchamos la voz de Dios, no siempre dice
lo que queremos oir. Pero siempre dice la verdad
perfecta. Si nos habla de una dificultad que creemos
no poder soportar, encontremos consuelo en saber que
somos los administradores, no los duenos.

Dayof &
Prayer for
the Legal

Protection
of Unborn
Children
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1st Reading Question:

The prophet Habakkuk is encouraged to be
patient and trust in the Lord’s timing. Is patience
one of your virtues?

2nd Reading Question:

Paul urges Timothy to live his life of faith with
courage and self-control, especially in difficult
situations. How might you support a family
member or friend struggling this week?

Gospel Question: Jesus taught the Apostles that
one way to increase your faith is to have the
attitude of a servant. How would you describe
your attitude most days?

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Stations of the Cross

Who invented the Stations of the Cross?

The first Stations of the Cross were walked by Jesus
himself on the way to Calvary. Known as the "Via
Dolorosa" ("The Way of Suffering") or the "Via
Crucis" ("The Way of the Cross"), it was marked out
from the earliest times and was a traditional walk for
pilgrims who came to Jerusalem. The early Christians
in Jerusalem would walk the same pathway that Jesus
walked, pausing for reflection and prayer. Later, when
Christians could not travel to the Holy Land, artistic
depictions of "The Way of the Cross" were set up in
churches, or outside and Christians would walk from
station to station, reading the Gospel account of the
Passion, or simply praying and reflecting on each
event. While the content or place of each station had
changed, the intention was to make a mini-pilgrimage
and follow--literally--in the footsteps of Jesus.

This devotion became better known in the Middle
Ages, and the Franciscans are credited with its spread.
Lent is a time when many people make the Stations
and some churches present Passion plays or Living
Stations. But anyone can pray the Stations at any time.
It is a simple and personal reflection on the passion of
Jesus and what it means to us. o

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA

Pregunta de la 1* Lectura:

Se anima al profeta Habacuc a ser paciente y
confiar en el tiempo del Sefior. ;Es la paciencia
una de tus virtudes?

Pregunta de la 2° Lectura:

Pablo insta a Timoteo a vivir su vida de fe con
valentia y dominio propio, especialmente en
situaciones dificiles. ;Como podrias apoyar a un
familiar o amigo que est¢ pasando por
momentos dificiles esta semana?

Pregunta del Evangelio: Jess ensefio a los
apostoles que una manera de aumentar la fe es
tener una actitud de siervo. ;Como describirias
tu actitud la mayoria de los dias?

;sPOR QUE HACEMOS ESO?

Via Crucis

(Quién invento el Via Crucis?

Las primeras Estaciones del Via Crucis fueron
recorridas por el mismo Jesus en el camino al Calvario.
Conocida como la "Via Dolorosa" ("El Camino del
Sufrimiento") o el "Via Crucis" ("El Camino de la
Cruz"), estaba senalizado desde los primeros tiempos
y era una caminata tradicional para los peregrinos que
llegaban a Jerusalén. Los primeros cristianos de
Jerusalén recorrian el mismo camino que Jesus,
deteniéndose para reflexionar y la orar. Mas tarde,
cuando los cristianos no podian viajar a Tierra Santa,
se instalaban representaciones artisticas de "El Via
Crucis" en las iglesias, o en el exterior, y los cristianos
caminaban de estacion en estacion, leyendo el relato
evangélico de la Pasion, o simplemente rezando y
reflexionando sobre cada acontecimiento. Si bien el
contenido o el lugar de cada estacion habia cambiado,
la intencidn era hacer una mini-peregrinacion y seguir,
literalmente, los pasos de Jesus.

Esta devocion se hizo mas conocida en la Edad Media,
y a los franciscanos se les atribuye su difusion. La
Cuaresma es un tiempo en el que muchas personas
hacen las Estaciones y algunas iglesias presentan
representaciones de la Pasion o Estaciones Vivientes.
Pero cualquiera puede rezar las Estaciones en
cualquier momento. Es una reflexion sencilla y
personal sobre la pasion de Jesus y lo que significa
para nosotros.
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Annual
Trunk or Treat

October 26
2 -6pm
St Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church Parking Lot
10970 Bywood Dr.
El Paso, TX 79936

RETIRO MENSUAL CON LAS
HERMANAS DE FIAT

Las Hijas de Fiat invitan a toda la comunidad este
proximo sabado 11 de octubre a participar en nuestro
retiro mensual de alabanza y oracion de 9am a 2pm.
iTe esperamos!

INVITAMOS A TOROS LOS NINOS QUE
QU][ERA-N PARTICIPAR DEL CORO ;
INFANTIL EN ]NCLIES Y ESPANOL.

Proximo encuentro
Martes,7 dé Octubre
Hora 6:15 p. m 2

[ 4
i Te esperamos ! )

- Parroquia Santo Tomas de Aquino
El Paso TX

BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO

week  the Blessed

Sacrament perpetual candle is lit 4"»

in memory of: v 2
Esta semana la vela perpetua al i =
Santisimo estara encendida en

memoria de:

+Geor3e Cardwell e
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27% Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 05, 2025
READINGS/ LECTURAS
w | Sunday: Hb1:2-3;2:24/Ps95:1-2,6-7,8-9 (8)2 Tm 1:6-8,

Monday, October 06 13-141Lk 17:5-10

6:30pm  Liturgy Meeting Monday: Jon1:1-2:2, 11/Jon2:3,4, 5, 8Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday; October 07 Tuesday: Jon3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 34ab, 7-8/Lk 10:38-42

12-3pm  Office Closed for staff meeting
6:15pm  Coro Navidefio infantil

Wednesday, Oct 08

6:00pm  Confessions

Thursday, Oct 09

5:00pm  EPISO (Parish Hall)

5:30pm  Liturgy of the Word w/ Dcn Frank Segura
Saturday; Oct 11

8:00am  Retreat w/ sisters of Fiat

12:30pm  Exposicion del Santisimo

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES

Sunday: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Respect Life Sunday
Monday: St. Bruno, Priest;
BI. Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin
Tuesday: Our Lady of the Rosary
Thursday:  St. Denis, Bishop, and Companions,
Martyrs; St. John Leonardi, Priest
Saturday: St John XXIII, Pope

SUNDAY READINGS/ LECTURAS DOMINICALES
First Reading (Hb 2:4)
The rash one has no integrity; but the just one,
because of his faith, shall live.
El malvado sucumbird sin remedio; el justo,
en cambio, vivira por su fe
Psalm:
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Sefior, que no seamos sordos a tu voz.
Second Reading (2Tm 1:7)
For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of
power and love and self-control.
Porque el Sefior no nos ha dado un espiritu de temor, sino
de fortaleza, de amor y de moderacion.
Gospel: (Lk 17:6)
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to
this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,'
and it would obey you.”
Si tuvieran fe, aunque fuera tan pequeiia como una semilla
de mostaza, podrian decirle a ese arbol frondoso:
Arréancate de raiz y plantate en el mar, y los obedeceria.

(Ps 95)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights res erved.

Wednesday: Jon4:1-11/Ps 86:34, 5-6,9-10/Lk 11:14
Thursday: Mal3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2,3,4and 6/Lk 11:5-13
Friday:  J11:13-15;2:1-2/Ps9:2-3,6 and 16, 8-9/

Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: J14:12-21/Ps97:1-2,5-6,11-12/1.k 11:27-28

MASS/
INTENTIONS

Saturday, October 04

4:00pm For the parishioners

Sunday, October 05

8:30am Estela Baca (Health) by Flora &Juio
+Stella Martinez by Richard Martinez
+Mariaelena Mendoza by Bertha & Carol

10:00am +Jose Saenz Jr by Estela Saenz
+Robert Figueroa by Lore Serrano
Estela Saenz & Fam

12:00pm +Luz & Vicente Meza by Adriana Meza
+Armando Lechuga by Family
Joe Flores (Health) by Jesusita Flores

Monday, October 06

5:30pm +Leticia Robles by Rosalinda Robles
Gilberto Martinez (B-day) by Martinez

Tuesday, October 07

5:30pm Azul Morales (Health)

Wednesday, October 08

5:30pm Azul Morales (Health)
+Margo Rodriguez by STA Family

Thursday, October 09

5:30pm Liturgy of the Word & Adoration w/
Deacon Frank Segura

Friday, October 10

5:30pm Dolores Gonzalez (B-day) by Martinez Family
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iNuestra
Senora del
Rosario,

m7w/m Wﬂﬁ%/

“Pump-kin.”

Not only is October the month of the Rosary,

but it’s also Respect Life Month, a great time

to share love, support, and prayers for those
in your family and beyond.
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