ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS

IGLESIA CATOLICA ROMANA

10970 Bywood Dr. (& East Glen), El Paso, TX 79936 - 915-592-1313
Email: saintthomasa@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.stthomas-elpaso.com

PASTOR
Rev. Ken Ducré

DEACONS

Joe Soto
Frank Segura
Ricardo Corella

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espafiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria L
5:30pm

Mon. & Wed. English
Martes y Viernes Espaiiol

Thursday/Jueves
Liturgy of the Word &
Adoration
Liturgia de la Palabray
Adoracién

Excerpt

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners, registered or living within
Parish boundaries, please contact pastor
six months before planned wedding
date.

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de nuestra area parroquial, comunicarse
con el parroco al menos seis meses antes
de la fecha en que planean casarse.
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HE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world might be
saved through him. - Jn 3:17

LA EXALTACION DE LA SANTA CRUZ

Porque Dios no envid a su Hijo para condenar al mundo,
sino para que el mundo se salvara por él. - Jn 3, 17

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS

Celebrated the second
Saturday of the month.
Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sabado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
Working to end poverty
and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Program for children and
adults to receive
Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Programa de preparacion
para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y
adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th birthday
at the parish.

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro  programa de  Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar su
cumpleafios numero 15 en la parroquia.
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SAVINGA™
SEAT FOR

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 2025

Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas! We
are Blessed to have you with us.

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

We pray your time with us is a blessing for you as well!
8 Welcome and God Bless!

jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomdas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de
paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.
Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su

yYOoU =

tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION

One of my favorite movies is the 1991 comedy What
About Bob? Bill Murray plays a troubled, paranoid
hypochondriac named Bob Wiley who innocently but
annoyingly hounds Dr. Leo Marvin, played by Richard
Dreyfuss. Bob is paralyzed by his fear of, well,
everything, and is convinced the psychologist can heal
him. But Dr. Marvin’s failed attempts to heal Bob end
up driving the doctor to attempt to murder Bob. He
fails. The surprise is that, having faced death head on,
Bob is suddenly healed. He attributes his healing to Dr
Marvin for break-through “death therapy.” In facing
the cause of his deepest illness and dysfunction, Bob
is healed.

Underneath this light-hearted comedy is a dead-
serious resonance with this week’s feast: the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Christ is lifted up on the
cross to force us to face the truth of sin and death. In
that reckoning we find healing. Like Moses’ snake on
a pole, the cross says: this is what is causing your
sickness — rebellion, disobedience, sin. Look at it!
Don’t run from it. Now seeing it exposed, we see life.
We see our physician mercifully healing us. In this
sense, we are all like Bob Wiley. The “death therapy”
of the cross is our only hope for healing.

This week I invite you to “exalt the cross.” If you don’t
have one in your house, get one. Use it for prayer.
Gaze on it frequently. It teaches us to not be afraid. It
heals Father John Muir

LIVE THE LITURGY

God did not send his son into the world to condemn it.
The cross is not a symbol of judgment — the cross is
what mercy looks like when it is lived out. How will
we bring the cross into our lives this week? How will
we live the mercy which has saved us? cue

MEDITACION EVANGELICA

“La Cruz es el camino que conduce de la tierra al cielo.
Quien se abraza a ella con fe, amor y esperanza se
siente transportado a lo alto, hasta el seno de la
Trinidad” (Santa Benedicta de la Cruz). También
decia en sus escritos: “La Cruz es el simbolo de la
transformacion de la debilidad en la fuerza”. Muchas
personas llevan en su pecho una cruz y, muchas veces,
la lucen tan solo porque es de oro y luce bonita. Pero,
(sabes lo que significa? ;Qué respeto tienes por ella?

“Hoy, 14 de septiembre, la Iglesia celebra la fiesta de
la Exaltacion de la Santa Cruz. Alguna persona podria
preguntarnos: ;Por qué exaltar la cruz? Podemos
responder que no exaltamos una cruz cualquiera, o
todas las cruces; exaltamos la cruz de Jesus, porque en
ella se reveldo al maximo el amor de Dios por la
humanidad. Es lo que nos recuerda el evangelio de
Juan en la liturgia de hoy: '"Tanto amo6 Dios al mundo
que entreg6 a su Unigénito' (3:16). El Padre dio al Hijo
para salvarnos, y esto implic6 la muerte de Jesus, y la
muerte en la cruz. ;Por qué? ;Por qué fue necesaria la
cruz? A causa de la gravedad del mal que nos
esclavizaba. La cruz de Jests expresa ambas cosas:
toda la fuerza negativa del mal y toda la omnipotencia
mansa de la misericordia de Dios” (Papa Francisco).
Por la sefial de la santa cruz...cun
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VIVIR LA LITURGIA

Dios no envi6 a su hijo al mundo para condenarlo. La
cruz no es un simbolo de juicio, la cruz es el aspecto de
la misericordia cuando se vive. ;Como llevaremos la
cruz a nuestras vidas esta semana? ;Como viviremos la
misericordia que nos ha salvado?
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LA EXALTACION DE LA SANTA CRUZ
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC
The Cross is Not Negotiable

“Holiness isn’t for wimps,” Mother Angelica
famously said. “And the cross isn’t negotiable,
sweetheart — it’s a requirement.”

I love Mother Angelica, and 1 love this quote.
Following God is tough, and to do it you have to make
a decision to be tough, to endure tough things — and
ultimately, to love the toughness of it all, because
within that struggle God meets us with mercy and
salvation.

But in light of today’s readings, I think Mother
Angelica would forgive me for tweaking her words a
tiny bit.

Holiness is for wimps, because the cross isn’t
negotiable.

When the unfaithful among the Israelites were bitten
by the serpents, they were healed by looking upon the
instrument of their suffering: the serpent itself,
mounted on Moses’ staff. Witha literary flourish that
puts Homer and Shakespeare to shame, God inverts
that primitive symbol. To heal us, he invites us to look
upon the cross — the sacrifice which achieved our
redemption.

Jesus came here to die on that cross for us. For the
wimps. Because we couldn’t do it ourselves, even if
we tried. We couldn’t right all of our wrongs, not if we
had a million years to do it. We
would keep screwing it up. We
would keep failing. We’re wimps;
that’s what we do.

But the cross — the cross is a
magnificent invitation to something
more. Divinity Himself, assuming
the cloak of flesh and the weight of
sin, so that when we look at the
cross, we might recognize
ourselves. So that we might see
what we have been, what we are,
what we could be.

And none of it is negotiable. cix

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

THAT THE WORLD
MIGHT BE

S AVE D .~ | cobardes; Eso es lo que hacemos.
° 4

JOHN 3:17

(PRACTICANDO) CATOLISISMO
La Cruz No Es Negociable

"La santidad no es para cobardes", dijo la Madre
Angélica. "Y la cruz no es negociable, carifio, es un
requisito”.

Amo a la Madre Angélica, y me encanta esta cita.
Seguir a Dios es dificil, y para hacerlo tienes que tomar
la decision de ser fuerte, de soportar las cosas dificiles
y, en ultima instancia, de amar la dureza de todo,
porque dentro de esa lucha Dios nos encuentra con
misericordia y salvacion.

Pero a la luz de las lecturas de hoy, creo que la Madre
Angélica me perdonaria por modificar un poco sus
palabras.

La santidad si es para los débiles, porque la cruz no es
negociable.

Cuando los infieles entre los israelitas fueron
mordidos por las serpientes, fueron sanados al
contemplar el instrumento de su sufrimiento: la
serpiente misma, montada en la vara de Moisés. Con
una floritura literaria que avergiienza a Homero y a
Shakespeare, Dios invierte ese simbolo primitivo. Para
curarnos, nos invita a mirar la cruz, el sacrificio que
logrd nuestra redencion.

Jestis vino aqui para morir en esa cruz por nosotros.
Por los débiles. Porque no podriamos hacerlo nosotros
mismos, aunque lo intentdramos. No podriamos
corregir todos nuestros errores, ni
aun si tuviéramos un millon de
afios para hacerlo. Seguiriamos
metiendo la pata. Seguiriamos
fracasando. Somos unos

Pero la cruz, la cruz, es una
magnifica invitacion a algo mas.
La Divinidad misma, asumiendo
el manto de la carne y el peso del
pecado, para que cuando miremos
la cruz nos reconozcamos. Para
que podamos ver lo que hemos
sido, lo que somos, lo que
podriamos ser.

Y nada de eso es negociable. cu
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CATHOLIC FOUNDATION FOR THE
DIOCESE OF EL PASO STEWARDSHIP

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his

possessions cannot be my disciple.” Luke

14:33

When we first hear this statement, it seems that
Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us.
How can we renounce all of our possessions?
We need them to live. However, what we must
renounce is the belief that they belong to us.
Everything that we have belongs to God alone.
All of our resources are entrusted to us not only
for our own use, but also so that we can help
others. Once we renounce the idea that we
possess or are entitled to anything, it is much
easier to share the many gifts that God has given
us. Then we truly are His Disciples.

PRAYER FOR LOVE
Dear God,
Expand my heart in new ways today, to
understand the love You have for me, to take
that love deeply into myself, and to act from that
love. Amen. o

DECREE OF THE DICASTERY

The decree of the Dicastery for the Clergy on the
discipline of Mass intentions is a regulation that
seeks to regulate the offerings received for the
celebration of Masses for specific purposes, with
the goal of greater transparency, equity, and the
prevention of abusive practices. The decree
establishes new rules on how the Mass for
intentions is applied, emphasizing the need for
explicit consent from those offering Mass for the
addition of other requests, and requires greater
vigilance from bishops and priests to properly
record intentions and offerings.

FUNDACION CATOLICA PARA LA
DIOCESIS DE EL PASO MAYORDOMIA

“Porque de tal manera am6 Dios al mundo, que
dio a su Hijo unigénito.” Juan 3:16

Dios nos creé para tener una relaciéon con El. El
pecado rompid esa relacion. Jesus vino a la
tierra para que pudiéramos reconciliar nuestra
relacion con Dios. Siguiendo el ejemplo de
Jestis, podemos ser bendecidos con una vida
llena de alegria en la tierra y con la vida eterna
en el Cielo. Estos cuatro puntos son conocidos
como el “kerigma”- la primera proclamacion del
Evangelio. Este mensaje central es la base de
nuestra fe catdlica.

nuestra vida diaria?

(Cémo vivimos esto en

ORACION DE AMOR
Dios mio,
Expande mi corazéon de nuevas maneras hoy,
para entender el amor que tienes por mi, para
llevar ese amor profundamente dentro de mi y
para actuar desde ese amor. Amén

DECRETO DEL DICASTERIO

El decreto del Dicasterio para el Clero sobre la
disciplina de las intenciones de la Santa Misa es una
normativa que busca regular las ofrendas recibidas por
la celebracion de Misas para fines especificos, con el
objetivo de mayor transparencia, equidad y evitar
practicas abusivas. El decreto establece nuevas reglas
sobre como se aplica la Misa por intenciones, haciendo
hincapi¢ en la necesidad de un consentimiento explicito
de quienes ofrecen la Misa para que se afiadan otras
peticiones, y exige a los obispos y sacerdotes una mayor
vigilancia para registrar adecuadamente las intenciones
y ofrendas.
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1st Reading Question:

In their desert wanderings, the Israelites learned
that repentance leads to healing. What needs
healing in your life?

2nd Reading Question:

Paul taught the Philippians that the humility and
obedience of Jesus — even to the point of death
by crucifixion — led to Jesus’ exaltation. When
have you been challenged to be humble and
obedient?

Gospel Question:

Jesus reveals to Nicodemus that his death on the
cross would lead believers to eternal life and save
the world. What have you been taught about the
meaning of the cross? o

PRAYER OF LOVE

Dear God,
Expand my heart in new ways today, to
understand the love You have for me, to take that
love deeply into myself, and to act from that love.
Amen. o

CATHOLIC TRIVIA
What is the time limit that cardinals have to elect
a new pope?

There is no official time limit.

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA

Pregunta de la 1* Lectura:

En su peregrinacion por el desierto, los israelitas
aprendieron que el arrepentimiento conduce a la
sanacion. ;Qué necesita sanacion en tu vida?

Pregunta de la 2 Lectura:

Pablo enseo a los filipenses que la humildad y la
obediencia de Jesus, incluso hasta el punto de la
muerte por crucifixion, condujeron a la exaltacion
de Jesus. {En qué ocasiones se te ha

desafiado a ser humilde y obediente?

Pregunta del Evangelio:
Jests le revela a Nicodemo que su muerte en la
cruz llevaria a los creyentes a la vida eterna y
salvaria al mundo. ;Qué te han ensefiado sobre el
significado de la cruz? o

ORACION DE AMOR
Dios mio,
Expande mi corazon de nuevas maneras hoy, para
entender el amor que tienes por mi, para llevar ese
amor profundamente dentro de mi y para actuar
desde ese amor. Amén. a

TRIVIA CATOLICA

(Cudl es el limite de tiempo que tienen los
cardenales para elegir a un nuevo Papa?

No hay un limite de tiempo oficial.
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CENTRO SANTA CATALINA

The women of Faith and Hope from Centro
Santa Catalina from Ciudad Juarez are here to
sell their handmade products after mass on
Sunday November 2, 2025. They are
beautifully designed products, including
Mexican shawls, purses, tablecloths, Rosaries,
Mexican Prayer Flags, and Prayer Hearts,
among other items. These make beautiful
Christmas gifts. All Proceeds from purchases
help these women continue to support
themselves and their families in Mexico.
Please stop by the table on your way out and
get to know these creative women.

—— e e >

shutterstock.com - 2040380387

Las mujeres de Fe y Esperanza del Centro
Santa Catalina de Ciudad Juarez estdn aqui
para vender sus productos hechos a mano
después de la misa del domingo 2 de
noviembre de 2025. Son productos con
hermosos disefios, que incluyen rebozos,
bolsos, manteles, rosarios, banderas de oracion
y corazones de oracidén, entre otros. Son
hermosos regalos de Navidad. Todas las
ganancias de las compras ayudan a estas
mujeres a seguir manteniéndose a si mismas y
a sus familias en México. Por favor, pase por
la mesa al salir y conozca a estas creativas
mujeres.

REIMAGINEMOS EL PASO

Este otofio, congregaciones, organizaciones
sin fines de lucro, sindicatos, escuelas y
universidades se reunirdn con nuestros
funcionarios publicos para reimaginar El Paso.
Trabajemos juntos en una agenda comunitaria
para esta accion.

(Cuando? 12 De octubre 2025

(Donde? Starlight Event Center 6650
Continental Dr. El Paso, Tx 79925 3pm-5pm

Salud y Salud Mental, Resiliencia Climatica,
Inmigracion, Educacion y Trabajo,

Mejoras del vecidario

¢Qué Cambios Puedes Imaginar?

Registrate con una delegacion de tu institucion
(Preguntas?

Contactanos EPISO@SBCGLOBAL.NET

O Llamar al (915) 778-3200

BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO

This week the Blessed
Sacrament perpetual candle is
lit in memory of:

Esta semana la vela perpetua j &
al Santisimo estara encendida = ~
en memoria de: /

+Felix Apodaca
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DAILY HAPPENINGS

Saturday, Sept. 13

BLPi

9:30am  Virtus Ministry Class (St. Claire room)
Monday, Sept. 15

6:00pm  Virtus Parent make-up class

6:30pm  Finance Council Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 17

6:30pm  Social Justice Meeting

Thursday, Sept. 18

5:00-8:00pm EPISO

5:30pm Liturgy of the Word w/ Dcn Ricardo Corella
Saturday, Sept. 20

10:00am  Eucharist Ministry Meeting

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES

Sunday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Monday:  Our Lady of Sorrows

Tuesday: Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,
Bishop, Martyrs

Wednesday: St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church;St. Hildegard of Bingen,
Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Friday: St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr

Saturday: Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest,

Paul Chong Ha-sang,
and Companions, Martyrs [M]

SUNDAY READINGS/ LECTURAS DOMINICALES

First Reading (Nm 21:7)
“We have sinned in complaining against the LORD
and you. Pray the LORD to take the serpents from us.”

Ruega al SENOR que nos quite las serpientes.

Psalm: (Ps 78)
Do not forget the works of the Lord!

iNo os olvidéis de las obras del Seor!
Second Reading (Phil 2:8)

He humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even
death on a cross.
Se humill6 a si mismo, haciéndose obediente hasta la
muerte, y muerte en la cruz.
Gospel: (Jn 3:16)
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but
might have eternal life.
Porque de tal manera amo6 Dios al mundo, que ha dado
a su Hijo unigénito, para que todo aquel que en €l cree,
no se pierda, mas tenga vida eterna.

Hemos pecado al quejarnos contra el SENOR y contra ti.

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
September 14, 2025
READINGS/ LECTURAS

Sunday: Nm21:4b-9/Ps78:1bc-2,34-35,36-37,38/

Phil 2:6-11/In3:13-17
Monday: 1Tm?2:1-8/Ps28:2,7,89/In19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Tuesday: 1Tm3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5,6/ Lk 7:11-17
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2,34, 5-6/1k 7:31-35
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10/Lk 7:36-50
Friday:  1Tm6:2c-12/Ps49:6-7,8-10,17-18,19-201 k 8:1-3
Saturday: 1Tm6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3,4, 5/1Lk 8:4-15

MASS
INTENTIONS

Saturday, September 13

4:00pm +Jacob Fuentes by Rosa Fuentes
+Agustin Solis by Family
Jazmin Schaerfl (health)

Sunday, September 14

8:30am For the Parishioners

10:00am +Bacilio & Celia Lopez by Family
+Esperanza Meza, 1yr Anniv by Family
Martha Arredondo by Margie Varela

12:00pm+Martha Rubio by Tina Morales
+Armando Lechuga by Family
+Leopoldo Alvarez Sr (25" Anniv). by Family

Monday, September 15

5:30pm +Vinny Meza by Adriana Martinez
Michelle Rodriguez (health) Elvira Mufioz
Patricia Carrillo (Health) by Iris Apodaca

Tuesday, September 16

5:30pm +Martha Urteaga by Luz Elena Nieto
Bertha Alicia Dowz (Health) by Iris Apodca
Bernardo Vizcarra (Health) by Iris Apodaca

Wednesday, September 17

5:30pm Deacon Frank Segura (B-day& 51st Wedding
Anniv with Mona Segura)
+Norma Jean Ford by Elvira Mufioz

Thursday, September 18

5:30pm Liturgy of the Word & Adoration w/
Deacon Ricardo Corella

Friday, September 19

5:30 +Jesus Estrada by Yvonne Hernandez
+Margarita Estrada by (Daughter)
Yvonne Hernandez




MCH Family Outreach Presents:
Empowerment Workshops
al
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church

Join us for Suppertive and engaging series designed o
strengthen family relationships, improve communication, and

promote a healthy connaction between parents and chikdren

l
Y

10:30 am-11:45 am

By attending these workshops, parents will gain valuable skills that
empower their role at home and in the community. As an added
oenefit

I your child is attending confirmation class your child will
receive one hour of volunteer cradil per class allended by a
parent

Parents who atlend all 8 sessions will be entered inte a raffle
for a special prize!

All members of the community are invited to attend

(\Q MCH Farnily Outreach




