ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS

IGLESIA CATOLICA ROMANA

10970 Bywood Dr. (& East Glen), El Paso, TX 79936 - 915-592-1313
Email: saintthomasa@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.stthomas-elpaso.com

PASTOR

Rev. Ken Ducré

DEACONS

Joe Soto
Frank Segura
Ricardo Corella

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espaiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria

5:30pm 213T SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mon. & Wed. English He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” Simon Peter said
in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” - Mt 16:15-16

Martes y Viernes Espafiol

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
Working to end poverty
and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA
Program for children and
adults to receive

Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Thursday/Jueves 21° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIC (S

Liturgy of the Word & Luego les preguntd: “Y ustedes, équién dicen que soy yo?”
Adoration Simén Pedro tomé la palabra y le dijo: “Tu eres el Mesias,

Liturgia de la Palabray
Adoracién

Excorpts from tho Lectionary for Mass 2001, 1988, 1070 CCD. Leccionario lf © 1867 Comisidn

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners, registered or living
within Parish boundaries, please
contact pastor six months before
planned wedding date.

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de  nuestra  4rea  parroquial,
comunicarse con el parroco al menos
seis meses antes de la fecha en que
planean casarse.

el Hijo de Dios vivo”. - Mt 16, 15-16

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS
Celebrated the second
Saturday of the month.

Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sdbado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

Ao Eprscepy

para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y
adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th
birthday at the parish.

do Mexicano. OLP

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro programa de Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar
su cumpleafios nimero 15 en Ia
parroquia.
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Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas!
We are Blessed to have you with us.

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace
of Jesus Christ our Lord. We pray your time with us is a
blessing for you as well! Welcome and God Bless!

jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomdas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de

paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.

Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su
tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Matthew 16:13-20

The first time I stood inside St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome,
its majesty overwhelmed me. The sheer beauty of
Michelangelo’s dome seemed to lift my soul right out of
my body. Later, I joined the Scavi tour that winds below
the basilica, down into the ancient pagan cemetery where
Peter was buried. There, in the dim light and narrow
passageways, | found myself looking at the bones of a
murdered Jewish fisherman, his feet cut off so his
crucified body could be taken down more easily.

What a paradox. Above me, the most glorious church
ever built. Beneath me, the remains of a backwater
fisherman. But this man dared to answer Jesus’ question,
“Who do you say that I am?” And crowning that
immense dome above his tomb are the words from
today’s Gospel, “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my Church.”

Within you and me is the drama of the lowest and the
highest. Every time we confess Christ, humbly,
imperfectly, maybe even trembling, we enter that same
mystery. The dust of our humanity, touched by the
splendor of heaven. God’s presence and our dry bones
together. Humility and glory. May our lives embrace
both the lowest and the highest, like that great basilica,
as we profess Jesus.John Muir. cvr

LIVE THE LITURGY

“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks his apostles.
Peter is the first to answer. He knows who Jesus is. Do
we? In everything we do and everything we are, let us
say together with Peter: “You are the Christ, the Son of
the Living God.” cve

MEDITACION EVANGELICA
Mateo 16:13-20

La pregunta que Jesus hizo a sus discipulos fue: “Segun
el parecer de la gente, ;quién es este Hijo del Hombre?”.
La respuesta no se hizo esperar; presurosos
respondieron: “unos dicen que Juan el Bautista, otros que
Elias, o Jeremias, o alguno de los profetas”. Enseguida
vino otra pregunta: “Y ustedes, ;quién dicen que soy
yo?” (Mateo 16:13-17). Esta segunda pregunta ya es
directa para los discipulos: quién es Jesus para cada uno
de ellos. Pedro lo identifica con claridad: “Tu eres el
Mesias, el Hijo de Dios vivo” (Mateo 16:16). Jesus le
dice que esta revelacion viene del Padre que esta en los
cielos y no de su propia capacidad humana.

Se necesita revelacion y una fe profunda para identificar
a Jesucristo como nuestro Mesias y Salvador. ;Coémo
anda tu relacion personal con Jests? (Qué dicen tu
familia, tus amigos y tu comunidad acerca de EI? El
Catecismo de la Iglesia Catolica, en el nimero 424, nos
dice: “Movidos por la gracia del Espiritu Santo y atraidos
por el Padre, nosotros creemos y confesamos a proposito
de Jesus: ‘Tt eres el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios vivo’ (Mt
16:16). Sobre la roca de esta fe, confesada por san Pedro,
Cristo ha construido su Iglesia”. Mateo, en su Evangelio,
nos muestra un vinculo especial con la Iglesia, y
debemos prestar atencion a ello. La identidad de Jesus
con la comunidad eclesial es tinica. Entonces, ahora vale
la pregunta: ;qué es la Iglesia para mi? ;Veo una relacion
viva entre Jesus y la Iglesia? Pidamos por la Iglesia y
oremos por el Papa Ledn XIV, especialmente hoy. ci

VIVIR LA LITURGIA

";Quién dices que soy?" Jesus pregunta a sus apostoles.
Pedro es el primero en responder. El sabe quién es Jesus.
(Nosotros lo sabemos? En todo lo que hacemos y en todo
lo que somos, digamos junto a Pedro: "Tu eres el Cristo,
el Hijo del Dios Vivo."er
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PRACTICING CATHOLIC
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS

Only Peter Has the Answer
“What do you think of the Pope?”

After the election of Pope Leo XIV in 2025, all my non-
Catholic friends texted me this question. The result of the
papal conclave was dominating the news cycle, and
everyone was curious about this man who would now be
so prominent on the world stage, making me temporarily
popular with people who apparently need more (and
better) Catholics in their lives.

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus entrust Peter and his
heirs with the stewardship of the kingdom here on earth,
creating an unbroken line of authority which stretches
through the millennia all the way to our current Pope —
whoever he is at the time you are reading this.

Catholics in their lives.

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus entrust Peter and his
heirs with the stewardship of the kingdom here on earth,
creating an unbroken line of authority which stretches
through the millennia all the way to our current Pope —
whoever he is at the time you are reading this.

I don’t know if you like the Pope. The same goes for your
local bishop and your pastor. If a friend texted you,
“What do you think of him?” I have no idea how you
would respond.

PRACTICANDO CATOLICISMO
RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS
MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS

Solo Pedro tiene la Respuesta
";Qué opinas del Papa?"

Tras la eleccion del Papa Leon XTIV en 2025, todos mis
amigos no catdlicos me enviaron esta pregunta por
mensaje. El resultado del conclave papal dominaba el
ciclo informativo, y todos sentian curiosidad por este
hombre que ahora seria tan prominente en el escenario
mundial, haciéndome temporalmente popular entre
personas que aparentemente necesitan mas (y mejores)
catdlicos en sus vidas.

En el Evangelio de hoy, vemos a Jesus confiar a Pedro
y a sus herederos la administracion del reino aqui en la
tierra, creando una linea de autoridad ininterrumpida
que se extiende a lo largo de los milenios hasta nuestro
Papa actual — quienquiera que sea en el momento en
que estés leyendo esto.

No sé si te gusta el Papa. Lo mismo ocurre con tu
obispo local y tu parroco. Si un amigo te escribiera:
";Qué te parece ¢él1?" No tengo ni idea de coémo
responderias.

Lo unico que sé es esto: realmente no importa. Lo que
realmente importa es lo que diriamos si un amigo nos
enviara un mensaje con la misma pregunta sobre

/

All T know 1is this: it doesn’t really

matter. What really matters is what

we would say if a friend texted us the ) 7 .
. o )

same question about Jesus Christ:

“What do you think of him, and T

why?” %

In today’s Gospel, Jesus doesn’t ask
his disciples to take an IQ test. He
doesn’t try to find out which one is
the nicest, the hardest worker, the
most humble, or even the holiest. fo

He asks a very simple question:
“Who do you say that [ am?”

\ \ Jesucristo: ";Qué piensas de €l y
/ por qué?"

En el Evangelio actual, Jests no
pide a sus discipulos que hagan
una prueba de Coeficiente
Intelectual (CI). No intenta
averiguar cudl es el mas amable,
el mas trabajador, el méas humilde
o incluso el més santo.

Hace una pregunta muy sencilla:
";Quién dices que soy?"

Pedro tiene la respuesta.

No soy catdlica porque me guste

Peter has the answer.

I am not Catholic because I like the Pope. I am not
Catholic because the human representatives of the
Church have anything to offer me (they often do, but this
is beside the point).

I 'am Catholic because only Peter has the answer. curi

\
\ \ )
el Papa. No soy catdlica porque

los representantes humanos de la Iglesia tengan algo
que ofrecerme (a menudo lo hacen, pero eso es otro
tema).

Soy catolica porque solo Pedro tiene la respuesta. cuw
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

Ten Commandments

In Sunday school, the students are studying the
Ten Commandments. I know that kids are
important in the eyes of God, so I'm just
wondering why there isn't a commandment
about honoring children.

Commandments provide EOO-Equal
Opportunity for Observance! They are meant for
everyone, children as well as adults. There are
several assumptions that would make such a
commandment a bit redundant. One, children
are entrusted to the care of their parents. So,
respect, love, and care — as well as teaching
them — are assumed to be part of the
responsibility of parents. They are the first
teachers in the ways of faith and, as such,
participate in God's work of loving and creating.
The child has the obligation and responsibility
towards their parents. Only when they are adults
will they make decisions

:sPOR QUE HACEMOS ESO?
VIDA CATOLICA EXPLICADA

Diez Mandamientos

En la escuela dominical, los estudiantes estudian
los Diez Mandamientos. Sé que los nifios son
importantes ante los ojos de Dios, asi que me
pregunto por qué no existe un mandamiento
sobre honrar a los nifios.

jLos mandamientos proporcionan [OO-Igualdad
de Oportunidades para la Observancia! Estan
pensados para todos, tanto niflos como adultos.
Hay varias suposiciones que harian que tal
mandamiento resultara un poco redundante.
Primero, los nifios quedan a cargo de sus padres.
Por eso, el respeto, el amor y el cuidado —asi
como ensefarles— se asumen que forman parte
de la responsabilidad de los padres. Son los
primeros maestros en los caminos de la fe vy,
como tales, participan en la obra de Dios de
amar y crear. El nifio tiene la obligacion y
responsabilidad hacia sus padres. Solo cuando
sean adultos tomardn decisiones por si mismos.

on their own.

In Biblical times, and in

many societies today,
children are responsible
for caring for elderly
parents, providing for their
needs. In our culture
today, too often kids have
more rights than
responsibilities, and
oftentimes long before

they are able to handle
them. If we follow the
Commandment of Jesus to

S
En tiempos biblicos, y en
muchas sociedades
actuales, los ninos son
responsables de cuidar a
los padres ancianos y de
proveer sus necesidades.

En nuestra cultura actual,
demasiadas veces los
ninos tienen mas
derechos que
responsabilidades, y
muchas veces mucho
antes de poder

afrontarlos. Si seguimos

love others and treat them
as we would want to be treated, everyone is
included, children too. cu»

el mandamiento de Jesus
de amar a los demds y tratarlos como nos
gustaria ser tratados, todos estamos incluidos,
los nifios también. cix
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - INVITE
PARISHIONERS TO REFLECT AND
RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE

1st Reading

For disobeying the Lord, Shebna, the master of King
Hezekiah’s palace, is stripped of his authority and
honor, and it is given to Eliakim. Are there people in
your life or family that you honor and revere?

2nd Reading

Reflecting on the unimaginable depth of God’s
wisdom and knowledge, Paul asks, “Who has known
the mind of the Lord or who has been his counselor?”
What question do you have for the Lord?

Gospel Reading

Jesus establishes Peter as the rock upon whom he will
build his church. In what ways do you help build your
church community? cu

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA - INVITAR
A PARROQUIANOS A REFLEXIONAR'Y
RESPONDER

Pregunta de la 1* Lectura

Por desobedecer al Sefior, Sebna el mayordomo del
palacio del rey Ezequias, es despojado de su autoridad
y honor, y se entrega a Eleacin. ;(Hay personas en tu
vida o familia a las que honras y veneras?

Pregunta de la 2* Lectura

Reflexionando sobre la inimaginable profundidad de
la sabiduria y el conocimiento de Dios, Pablo
pregunta: ";Quién ha conocido la mente del Sefor o
quién ha sido su consejero?" ;Qué pregunta tienes para
el Sefior?

Pregunta del Evangelio

Jests establece a Pedro como la roca sobre la que
edificard su iglesia. ;De qué manera ayudas a construir
tu comunidad eclesidstica? cur

gm TEN

PIEDAD DE Mi

e e e T

SECOND COLLECTION

The second collection for August 30th of 2026
will go towards Religious Formation. Thank you
for your support!!

Byr helping others..--
— e help ourselves

SEGUNDA COLLECTA

Los fondos de la segunda colecta del dia 30 de
agosto del 2026 seran utilizados para Formacion
Religiosa. jjGracias por su apoyo!!

PRAYER - FOR EVERYDAY AND
EVERYBODY

Prayer for the Pope

Dear God, Move in our community:

Bring Your light to the darkness, Your justice to the
oppressed, Your hope to those in despair, Your
healing to those in pain. Work in us, Lord, and
change our hearts, making us more loving, more
merciful, and more compassionate. Amen. ci»

A -
cv

<SRRG RO SEIRG m T

DEO GRATIAS
HOLY FATHER
POPE LEO XIV

ORACION - PARA TODOS LOS DIAS Y
PARA TODOS

Oracion por el Papa

Querido Dios,

Estate con Nuestro Santo Padre en su ministerio.
Bendice, unge y protégele en sus idas y venidas.
Inspira sus palabras, dirige sus interacciones, guia su
oracion. Ameén. o
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ESPERE MINISTRY

Escuelas de Perdon y Reconciliacion — invites you to
participate in the next ESPERE workshop series at
Saint Thomas Aquinas on Wednesdays, from August
26 to November 18, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm, in the
Guadalupe Room. This workshop will be in English.

This workshop offers wisdom, teachings, and
practices to help you to grow in the ability to forgive
yourself and others, as well as to be able to seek
reconciliation for broken bonds.

Workshops in Spanish will be offered in Spring 2027.
To register, call the office of Peace and Justice at 915-
872-8422 please leave your name and phone number
to be placed on the attendance list.

Public Notice — Action Required

Sexual Abuse Claims in the Diocese of El Paso Bankruptcy

Regardless of how old you are today or when the sexual abuse occurred,

you need to file your ¢laim so that it is received by September 11, 2026.

The Diocese of El Paso ("Diocese”) has filed bankruptey to restructure its nonprofit organization and pay
Putative Abuse Survivors. Please read this notice carefully as it may impact your rights against the
Diocese and provides information about the case, In re: Diocese of EI Paso (Bankr. W.D. Tx.). This notice
is a short summary. For more detail, go to https:/icases.stretto.com/dioceseofelpaso or call (833)
345-0351.

Who Should File a Claim?

Anyone who alleges they were abused and believes the Diocese, or persons affiliated with the
Diocese, may be responsible for the abuse must file a claim. This includes abuse in connection with
any entity or activity associated with the Diocese, including schools, orphanages, parishes, or Catholic
Charities. A list of such entities associated with the Diocese is available on the website or by calling the
toll-free number listed below.! If you have an abuse claim against any entity on that list, you may have a
claim against the Diocese. Only the Diocese is in bankruptey. If you have a claim against any entity on
that list, you must take additional legal action to preserve and pursue your rights

When and How Should I File a Claim?

You should file a claim using either Official Bankruptcy Form No. 410 (or a form substantially similar
thereto) or the Abuse Proof of Claim Supplement Claim so that it is received by September 11, 2026. If
you do not file a timely claim, you may lose rights against the Diocese, including any right to

compensation.

Your information will be kept private. You can download and file a claim at the website or call the toll-
free number listed below for help on how to file a claim by mail.

Your information will be kept private

https://cases.stretto.com/dioceseofelpaso and (833) 345-0351

BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENT

This week the Blessed
Sacrament perpetual candle
is lit to honor:

Esta semana la vela perpetua al
Santisimo estard encendida para
honrar:

THE HOLY SPIRIT/
AL ESPIRITU SANTO

MINISTERIO ESPERE

Escuelas de Perdén y Reconciliacion te invita a
participar en el préximo ciclo de talleres ESPERE en
Santo Tomas de Aquino, los miércoles, del 26 de
agosto al 18 de noviembre, de 6:00 a 9:00 pm, en el
Salon Guadalupe. Este taller se impartira en inglés.

Este taller ofrece sabiduria, ensefanzas y practicas
para ayudarte a crecer en la capacidad de perdonarte a
ti mismo y a los demads, asi como para buscar la
reconciliacion tras relaciones rotas.

Se ofreceran talleres en espafol en la primavera de
2027. Para inscribirte, llama a la Oficina de Paz y
Justicia al 915-872-8422deja tu nombre y nimero de
teléfono para que te incluyamos en la lista de
asistentes.

ASADERO CHEESE SALE!!

The Dominican Sisters will be having a delicious
asadero cheese sale next weekend August 29" & 30
at the front lobby.

VENTA DE QUESO ASADERO!

Las Hermanas Dominicas realizaran una venta de
delicioso queso asadero el proximo fin de semana, 29
y 30 de agosto, en el vestibulo de la entrada.

ALTAR SERVERS DIOCESAN MASS

All active altar servers are invited to the Altar Servers
Diocesan Mass on August 29 at 10:00 AM at St.
Stephen Deacon & Martyr. Please note that attendees
are responsible for their own transportation
arrangements.

Please RSVP at our parish office if you plan to attend.

MISA DIOCESANA PARA MONAGUILLOS

Todos los monaguillos activos estan invitados a la
Misa Diocesana de Monaguillos el 29 de agosto a las
10:00 a. m. en la parroquia de San Esteban Diacono y
Martir. Por favor tengan en cuenta que cada asistente
es responsable de su propio transporte. Asi mismo, si
planean asistir les pedimos confirmen su asistencia en
la oficina parroquial.
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Ihis. Week,

Sunday, August 23

9am-2pm  Ministry Fair

9am-1pm Pozole Sale

Tuesday; August 25

9:30am +Olga Margaret Barrios Funeral Mass
12pm-4pm OFFICE CLOSED

5:30pm ‘Women’s Retreat Leadership Meeting (Guadalupe Room)
6:00pm Rosary w/ the Guadalupanas

Wednesday; August 26

5:30pm  Women’s Retreat Leadership Meeting (Vatican II)
6:00pm  ESPERE (Guadalupe Room)

Saturday; August 29

9:00am Marriage Prep Meeting

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES

Sunday:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Tuesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
Thursday: St. Monica
Friday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Saturday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist
SUNDAY READINGS
LECTURAS DOMINICALES

First Reading (Is 22:22)
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim's
shoulder;
when he opens, no one shall shut,
when he shuts, no one shall open.
Pondr¢ la llave del palacio de David sobre su hombro.
Lo que el abra, nadie lo cerrara;
Lo que el cierre, nadie lo abrira.

Psalm (Ps 138)
Lord, your love is eternal,;
do not forsake the work of your hands.
Sefior tu amor perdure eternamente.
Second Reading (Rom 11:36)

For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.
Todo ha sido hecho por ¢l y todo esta orientado hacia
¢l. A el la gloria por los siglos de los siglos. Amen.

Gospel: (Mt 16:19)
“I'will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”
Yo te daré¢ las llaves del Reino de los cielos; todo o que
ates en la tierra quedara desatado en el cielo™’.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
1001 1007 tatmcantinanl o e Folihs fo 4 thuonms P e binm s Al cimlbe o i d

e @ 10EA Al P

21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday:

Monday:
Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Saturday, August 22
4:.00pm +Maggie Enriquez by Daughters
+Nestor Ramirez (Bday) by Luz Lira & Fam
+Matthew Allen Grant by Grant Fam
+Santiago Grado by Elisa Lara
+Julio Enrique Payan by Velma Arbizzani
Sunday, August 23
8:30am  For the Parishioners
10:00am +Jesus Sanchez by Guerra Fam
+Felix & Kika Hinojosa by Hinojosa Fam
Martha Salazar Rosales (45th Bday) & Thanksgiving
+Bernardo Vizcarra by Margarita Vizcarra
Karina Chaparro (B-Day) by Gloria Chaparro
12:00pm +Julio Enrique Payan by Velma Arbizzani
Doris Pangelinan (Health) by Fam
Dolores Moteison (Health) by Fam
Marvin Leon Guerrero (Health) by Fam
+Carmen Mufioz (1 yr Anniv) by Rebecca Alejo
Monday, August 24
5:30pm  +Julio Enrique Payan by Velma Arbizzani
Tuesday, August 25
5:30pm  +Julio Enrique Payan by Velma Arbizzani
+Cesar Robles Ramos by Mom
Wednesday, August 26
5:30pm  +Ignacio Lujan by Lujan Family
+Julio Enrique Payan by Velma Arbizzani
Thursday, August 27
5:30pm  Liturgy of the Word with Deacon Frank Segura
Friday; August 28
5:30pm

AUGUST 23 2026
READINGS/ LECTURAS

1522:19-23/Ps 138:1-2a, 2b-3, 6 and 8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt
16:13-20

Rv21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,17-18/In 1:45-51
2Thes2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt23:23-26

2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32

1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 1452-3,4-5,6-7/Mt 24:42-51

1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2,4-5, 10-11/Mt25:1-13

1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19,20-21/Mk 6:17-29

Mass
Intentions

@LPiI
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You Don’t Have What It Takes — but You Will

Those of us in ministry love this saying: God doesn’t call the equipped. He equips the called.

We all know that sort of queasy feeling we get in the pit of our stomachs when it becomes clear what we’re
supposed to do, in any situation. It’s that feeling of: Oh, no. Not me. Not now. I can'’t.

We’ve all got our list of reasons why not, don’t we? We do it for everything, from big life problems to small
everyday choices. I’'m not going to invite my neighbor to church because I don’t want to come across as pushy.
I’m not going to make amends with my cousin because she’ll just walk all over me again. I’'m not going to say a
Rosary tonight because I’'m tired and it’ll just stress me out.

However, even if we all put our lists of “reasons why we can’t” together, [ don’t think any of us have reasons
quite as valid as the apostles. Their job was to convert the nations — and here they are, a bunch of fishermen
who haven’t been out of Judea, who speak only their own languages. Were they supposed to preach the Gospel
via a particularly compelling game of charades?

But even that big, giant, stop-you-dead-in-your tracks Reason Why We Can’t was nothing, because God had a
plan. He didn’t call a bunch of equipped men. He called them, and He equipped them. Cue the tongues of fire!

God doesn’t call us to do His will because we have what it takes. He calls us because He’s ready to give us what
it takes. Being a good steward is to answer the call of Christ knowing he will provide. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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No tienes lo que se necesita, pero lo tendras

Quienes nos dedicamos al ministerio amamos este dicho: Dios no llama a los capacitados, sino que capacita a
los 1lamados.

Todos conocemos esa sensacion de malestar que sentimos cuando nos damos cuenta de lo que se supone que
debemos hacer, en cualquier situacion. Es esa sensacion de: jAy, no! Yo no. Ahora no. No puedo.

Todos tenemos nuestra lista de razones para no hacerlo, ;verdad? Lo hacemos para todo, desde grandes
problemas de la vida hasta pequefias decisiones cotidianas. No voy a invitar a mi vecino a la iglesia porque no
quiero parecer insistente. No voy a reconciliarme con mi prima porque volvera a aprovecharse de mi. No voy a
rezar el Rosario esta noche porque estoy cansado y solo me estresara.

Sin embargo, incluso si todos hiciéramos una lista de «razones por las que no podemos», creo que ninguno de
nosotros tendria razones tan validas como las de los apdstoles. Su mision era convertir a las naciones, y ahi
estaban, un grupo de pescadores que no habian salido de Judea y que solo hablaban sus propios idiomas. ;Acaso
debian predicar el Evangelio mediante un juego de mimica particularmente convincente?

Pero incluso esa gran razon, esa razon de peso, esa que te deja sin aliento, no era nada, porque Dios tenia un
plan. No llamo a un grupo de hombres capacitados. Los llamo y los capacit6. jQue vengan las lenguas de fuego!

Dios no nos llama a hacer su voluntad porque tengamos lo necesario. Nos llama porque esta dispuesto a darnos

lo necesario. Ser un buen administrador es responder al llamado de Cristo sabiendo que El proveera.
— Tracy Ecrl Wellive; MT




