ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS

IGLESIA CATOLICA ROMANA

10970 Bywood Dr. (& East Glen), El Paso, TX 79936 - 915-592-1313
Email: saintthomasa@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.stthomas-elpaso.com

PASTOR

Rev. Ken Ducré

DEACONS

Joe Soto
Frank Segura
Ricardo Corella

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espaiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria
5:30pm

Mon. & Wed. English
Martes y Viernes Espafiol

Thursday/Jueves
Liturgy of the Word &
Adoration
Liturgia de la Palabray
Adoracién

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners,
within Parish boundaries,
contact pastor six months before
planned wedding date.

registered or living

please

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de  nuestra  4rea  parroquial,
comunicarse con el parroco al menos
seis meses antes de la fecha en que
planean casarse.

vy
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15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Whoever has ears ought to hear.” - Mt 13:3, 7-9

15° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

“El que tenga oidos, que oiga”. - Mt 13, 3. 7-9

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS
Celebrated the second
Saturday of the month.

Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sdbado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
®  Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
( ¥ Working to end poverty
\ and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Program for children and
adults to receive
Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Programa de preparacion
para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y
adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th
birthday at the parish.

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro programa de Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar
su cumpleafios nimero 15 en Ia
parroquia.
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jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomdas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de
paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.

2026

Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas!
We are Blessed to have you with us.

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace
of Jesus Christ our Lord. We pray your time with us is a
blessing for you as well! Welcome and God Bless!

Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su

tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Matthew 13:1-23

Sometimes 1 feel capable of absorbing almost anything
except God’s Word. My mind soaks up song lyrics, sports
trivia, and endless online content. But what was the reading
at Mass this morning? I struggle to recall. That realization
discourages me, and it leads to an uncomfortable question.
What is my heart really for? Is it shaped for constant
information and distraction, or is it truly designed for God?
Am I capable of deeply receiving His Word?

Jesus speaks directly to this today with a simple image.
“The seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word
and understands it.” By comparing the Word of the
Kingdom to a seed, Jesus reveals something hopeful about
us. The human heart is made for that seed. Soil and seed
belong together. No matter how compacted, rocky, or
overgrown the ground has become, the Sower never stops
sowing.

God loves our hearts. He sees them as a farmer sees his
fields, full of potential. Human hearts can indeed
“understand the Word.” Understanding does not mean
mastering information. It means letting the Word sink in,
interacting with it, and giving it a home. It means trusting
that, beneath the surface, God is at work in quiet and hidden
ways.

When we allow the Holy Spirit to loosen the soil of our
hearts through prayer, repentance, and simplicity, the same
Word that created the universe begins to bear fruit in us, 30,
60, even a hundredfold.

Lord Jesus, Sower of life, soften the soil of my heart. Let
Your Word take root in me again, and bring forth the fruit
You desire. Amen. — Father John Muir. evr

LIVE THE LITURGY
Our hearts are fertile ground for the Word of God, but we
must be careful gardeners. Be conscious of what damages
and depletes the soil of your heart. Pay attention to what
nourishes it, so that the goodness of the Word can bloom
forth into the world. cir

MEDITACION EVANGELICA
Mateo 13:1-23

Si hacemos memoria, quizd tengamos recuerdos de
nuestra infancia, cuando nuestros padres nos decian:
“Mira, hijo-hija, escucha y pon atencion a lo que te voy
a aconsejar”’. O también nos decian: “Abre los ojos y
fijate hacia donde vas”. En fin, cada uno de nosotros
puede hacer eco en la memoria y en el corazon de todos
esos sabios consejos. Cada consejo fue dirigido a todos
los miembros de la familia, y cada uno lo comprendio y
acogi6 de manera diferente. Hoy, la Palabra de Dios, en
la parabola del sembrador, describe la mision de Jesus y
las distintas formas de acogida y apertura que encuentra
en las personas.

Cada semana, en la Eucaristia dominical, nosotros somos
parte de ese auditorio. ;De qué forma escucho su
Palabra? ;Qué acogida le doy en mi corazon? ;Doy fruto
de lo que escucho? La respuesta la conoce cada uno,
porque es personal; depende de la tierra que hay en mi y
de como estd cuidada. Para que la tierra sea fértil,
debemos poner nuestro grano de arena. Por ejemplo:
participar regularmente en los sacramentos de la
Reconciliacion y de la Eucaristia, acudir a algun retiro
espiritual o a las catequesis ofrecidas en nuestra
parroquia. Nuestro compromiso debe ser activo, tanto
para acoger la Palabra como para llevarla a otros que no
la conocen. Seamos, pues, buenos sembradores
perseverantes, para que la semilla nazca sana y fuerte en
nosotros y dé fruto. “El que tenga oidos, que escuche”
(Mateo 13:9).@LPi

VIVIR LA LITURGIA

Nuestros corazones son terreno fértil para la Palabra de
Dios, pero debemos ser jardineros cuidadosos. Sé
consciente de lo que dafia y agota la tierra de tu corazon.
Presta atencion a lo que la nutre, para que la bondad de
la Palabra pueda florecer en el mundo.cr



12 DE JULIO 15° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 2026
PRACTICING CATHOLIC PRACTICANDO CATOLICISMO
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS
ORDINARY MOMENTS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS

The Gardener and the Soil

I began writing this piece by googling “how do you
make soil fertile?” which should tell you everything
you need to know about my own abilities as a
gardener.

I remember seeing a packet of seeds in the store one
summer as a child and convincing my mother to buy
them. They were delphiniums, which bloom into a
beautiful cone shape if you know what you’re doing.
Alas, I didn’t. I chose for my garden a particularly dry
spot of earth right next to my backyard playset,
scattered the seeds, congratulated myself, and went on
my merry way. I returned occasionally to water the
area, but only when I remembered to.

Nothing grew, not even a little sprout. I was more than
heartbroken — my faith was shaken. I had planted
these seeds! I had watered them! (A little.) There was
sunlight! All my childhood books and rhymes said this
was all you needed. Was it all a lie?

Of course it wasn’t a lie. Seeds need soil, sunlight,
water, and oxygen — good soil, adequate sunlight for
whatever the plant is, and consistent water.

So what seeds need more than
anything is a gardener. (At least,
delphiniums do.)

When [ hear the parable of the
rich soil and the rocky ground in
the Gospel of Matthew, I often
miss the point. I think Jesus is
trying to give me a message about
how I should be. “Be better.”
That’s what I think he’s telling
me.

I forget that I am only the soil. I
cannot enrich myself; all my
efforts to do so will come to
nothing. What he is telling me is
to ask the gardener: “Make me
what I need to be.

El Jardinero y la Tierra

Empecé a escribir este texto buscando en Google
";como se hace que el suelo sea fértil?", lo que deberia
decirte todo lo que necesitas saber sobre mis propias
habilidades como jardinera.

Recuerdo haber visto un paquete de semillas en la
tienda un verano cuando nina y haber convencido a mi
madre para que las comprara. Eran flores espuela de
caballero, que florecen en forma de cono precioso si
sabes lo que haces. Por desgracia, yo no sabia. Elegi
para mi jardin un rincon de tierra especialmente seco
justo al lado de mi area de juegos en mi jardin trasero,
esparci las semillas, me felicité a mi misma y segui mi
camino alegremente. Volvia de vez en cuando para
regar la zona, pero solo cuando me acordaba.

Nada crecio, ni siquiera un pequefio brote. Estaba mas
que destrozada — mi fe se tambaled. ;Yo habia
plantado estas semillas! jLas habia regado! (Un poco.)
jHabia luz del sol! Todos mis libros y rimas infantiles
decian que esto era todo lo que necesitabas. ;Era toda
una mentira?

Por supuesto que no era mentira. Las semillas
necesitan tierra, luz solar, agua y oxigeno — buen
suelo, luz solar adecuada para la
planta y agua constante.

Asi que lo que las semillas
necesitan mas que nada es un
jardinero. (Al menos, las flores
espuelas de caballero si.)

Cuando escucho la parabola de
la tierra fértil y el suelo rocoso
en el Evangelio de Mateo, a
menudo no entiendo el punto.
Creo que Jesus esta intentando
darme un mensaje sobre como
deberia ser. "Sé mejor." Eso es
lo que creo que me esta
diciendo.

Olvido que solo soy la tierra. No
puedo enriquecerme sola; Todos mis esfuerzos para
lograrlo seran en vano. Lo que me esta diciendo es que
le pida al jardinero: "Hazme lo que necesito ser.". cu
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? :sPOR QUE HACEMOS ESO?
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED VIDA CATOLICA EXPLICADA
Sharing Your Faith Compartiendo tu fe

My friend has never heard of Christ and I want to share
the Gospel with her but I'm afraid to. How do I share my
faith?

There are a lot of ways to bring up the topic of religion,
without being judgmental or pushy. Begin by asking
what her thoughts are about religion, or what her
experience was growing up. Finding common ground is
often easier than you think, because the questions and
problems we have about God, the presence of evil, our
purpose in life, and our relationship with God are
universal concerns.

Why are you afraid? If you do not want to insult or offend
someone, don't be pushy or judgmental. If you are
uncertain about how to explain your own faith, do a little
reading or practice with a friend. If you measure success
only by this person converting, focus your attention more
on beginning the conversation, not on bringing it to a
perfect close! Faith is a journey of many acts of belief,
many discussions about God, and many choices about
how we practice what we preach. In some we will have
great success; in others we will need forgiveness and
perseverance. The most important thing to keep in mind
is that the Holy Spirit is always at work and our most
humble efforts can bear great fruit. Have faith in God
because he has faith in you!

Public Wotice

Mi amiga nunca ha oido hablar de Cristo, y quiero
compartir el Evangelio con ella, pero tengo miedo de
hacerlo. ;Cémo comparto mi fe?

Hay muchas maneras de sacar a relucir el tema de la
religion, sin  juzgar ni presionar. Comienza
preguntandole cudles son sus pensamientos sobre la
religion o cual fue su experiencia al crecer. Encontrar
puntos en comun suele ser mas facil de lo que piensas,
porque las preguntas y los problemas que tenemos sobre
Dios, la presencia del mal, nuestro proposito en la vida y
nuestra relacion con Dios son preocupaciones
universales.

(Por qué tienes miedo? Sino quieres insultar u ofender a
alguien, no seas insistente ni critico. Si no estas seguro
de como explicar tu propia fe, lee un poco o practica con
un amigo. Si mides el éxito solo por la conversion de esta
persona, concentra tu atencion mas en comenzar la
conversacion, jno en llevarla a un cierre perfecto! La fe
es un viaje de muchos actos de fe, muchas discusiones
acerca de Dios y muchas elecciones acerca de como
practicamos lo que predicamos. En algunos tendremos
gran ¢éxito; en otros necesitaremos perdon |y

perseverancia. Lo mas importante para tener en cuenta es
que el Espiritu Santo siempre esta obrando y nuestros
mas humildes esfuerzos pueden dar grandes frutos. jTen
fe en Dios porque ¢l tiene fe en ti! ©ciri

Action Reguired

Sexual Abuse Claims in the Diocese of El Paso Bankruptcy

Regardless of how old vou are today or whemn the sexual abuse occurred,

wvou need to file vour claim so that it is received by September 11, Z026.

The Mocese of El Paso (“"Diocese™ ) has filed bankruptcy to restructure its nonprofit organization and pay
Putative Abuse Survivors. Please read this notice carefully as it may impact your rights against the
Diocese and provides information about the case, fn re: Diocese of Ef Paso (Bankr. W.ID. Tx.). This notice
is a short summary. For more detail, go to https:/cases. stretto.comsdioceseofelpaso or call (833)

345-0351.

WVi'ho Should File a Claim?

Aomnyone who alleges they were abused and believes the DMocese. or persons affiliated with the
Diocese, may be responsible for the abuse must file a claim. This includes abuse In connection with
any entity or activity associated with the Diocese. including schools., orphanages, parishes. or Catholic
Charities. A list of such entities associated with the Diocese is awvailable on the website or by calling the
toll-free number listed below.! If you have an abuse claim against any entity on that list, yvou may have a
claim against the Diocese. Only the Dioccese is in bankruptcecy. If vou have a claim against any entity on
that list, yvou must take additional legal action to prescerve and pursue your rights.

When and How Should I File a Claim™

AYou should file a claim using either Official Bankruptcecy Form MNo. 410 {or a form substantially similar
thereto) or the Abuse Proof of Claim Supplement Claim so that it is received by September 11, 2026 IF
you do mot file & fimely claim, yvou may lose rights against the Diocese., including any right to

compensation.

Mour information will be kept private. You can download and file a claim at the website or call the toll-
free number listed below for help on how to file a claim by mail.

-

Tour information will be Kkept private

https://cases.stretto.com/dioceseofelpaso and (833)
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - INVITE
PARISHIONERS TO REFLECT AND
RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE

1st Reading

Isaiah encourages us to trust in the reliability of God’s
word and purposes. When do you find yourself
trusting in the Lord?

2nd Reading

Paul places his hope in God’s promised future, when
both people and creation itself will be freed from
corruption and decay. Is there something you or your
family have been hoping for lately?

Gospel Reading

Jesus teaches his disciples to be open (be “rich soil”)
to the often-mysterious meaning of the parables about
the kingdom of Heaven. Are you someone who is open
to new or different ideas? cun

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA - INVITAR
A PARROQUIANOS A REFLEXIONAR'Y
RESPONDER

Pregunta de la 1* Lectura

Isaias nos anima a confiar en la fiabilidad de la palabra
y los propositos de Dios. (Cudndo te encuentras
confiando en el Sefior?

Pregunta de la 2* Lectura

Pablo deposita su esperanza en el futuro prometido por
Dios, cuando tanto las personas como la creacion
misma serdn liberadas de la corrupcion y la
decadencia. ;Hay algo que t0 o tu familia hayan estado
esperando ultimamente?

Pregunta del Evangelio

Jests ensefia a sus discipulos a estar abiertos (ser
"tierra fértil") al significado, a menudo misterioso, de
las parabolas sobre el reino de los cielos. ;Eres una
persona abierta a ideas nuevas o diferentes?

PRAYER - FOR EVERYDAY AND
EVERYBODY

Blessing for Abundant Growth

Dear God,

Bless our efforts in Your Name.

Help us to understand Your will.

Allow us to follow the invitation You have
provided.

We want to be rich soil — help us respond

deeply and abundantly to every place You call.
Amen.

ORACION - PARA TODOS LOS DIAS Y
PARA TODOS

Bendicion para un Crecimiento Abundante

Querido Dios,

Bendice nuestros esfuerzos en Tu Nombre.
Ayudanos a entender Tu voluntad.

Permitanos seguir la invitacion que nos has dado.
Queremos ser tierra fértil — ayudanos a responder
profundamente y abundantemente a cada lugar que
nos llames.Amén.

BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENT

This week the Blessed
Sacrament perpetual candle ol
is lit in memory of:

Esta semana la vela perpetua

al Santisimo estara
encendida en memoria de: B A
\
+Maria Urbina &
+Ofelia Jaramillo
\ Yy B
2y 2T
5= — ==
> %’-’#\?" ~ g\?{, G o
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FR KEN’S CELEBRATION

We cordially invite you to come help us celebrate Fr.
Ken’s 437 Priestly Ordination & 69™ Birthday next
Sunday, July 19" at 1:00pm in the Parish Hall.

The parish will provide the main dish of brisket. We
will have potluck sign-in sheets next to the parish
office for the side dishes and more.

We are excited to celebrate our Pastor and make it a
memorable celebration with all those in attendance.
its L T S E b b

T

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
REGISTRATION

Registrations for Religious Formation
classes will continue this Tuesday, July
14 and end on Friday, July 17.

Registration times are from
10:00am to 6:00pm.

You can stop by the office for a
registration package.

VIRTUS
SAFE ENVIRONMENT

The Virtus - Safe Environment training is a required
first step for those interested in volunteering or joining
a ministry. The next training session will be held in
English on Saturday, August 1, at 9:30 am. Please
register at www.virtus.org.

If you are interested in a specific ministry, please
contact the parish office, and we will put you in touch
with the appropriate ministry leader.

SECOND COLLECTION

The second collection for July 19 of
2026 will be for Saint Vincent De
Paul. Thank you for your support!!

CELEBRACION DEL PADRE.KEN

Los invitamos cordialmente a celebrar ¢ sotros la
43" ordenacion sacerdotal y el 69° cumpleai
Padre Ken el proximo domingo 19 de julio a Ig
pm. en el salon parroquial.

La parroquia ofrecera el plato principal: pecho deffes /\
En la oficina parroquial encontraran hojas para que
cada quien traiga sus propias guarniciones y otros
platillos.

Nos entusiasma celebrar a nuestro parroco y hacer de
esta una celebracion memorable con todos los
asistentes.

INSCRIPCIONES
DE CATECISMO

Las inscripciones para las clases de
Formacion Religiosa siguen este
martes 14 de julio y finalizaran el
viernes 17 de julio.

Las inscripciones son de
10:00 am a 6:00 pm.

Puede pasar por la oficina para obtener
el formulario de inscripcion.

VIRTUS
AMBIENTE SEGURO

La capacitacion Virtus - Ambiente Seguro es un
primer paso obligatorio para quienes estén interesados
en ser voluntarios o unirse a un ministerio. La proxima
sesion se llevara a cabo en inglés el sabado 1 de
agosto a las 9:30 a.m. Favor de registrarse en
WWW.virtus.org.

Si le interesa un ministerio en particular, comuniquese
con la oficina parroquial y lo pondremos en contacto
con el lider del ministerio correspondiente.

SEGUNDA COLLECTA

La Segunda collecta del dia 19 de julio
del 2026 sera para San Vicente De Paul
iiGracias por su apoyo!!


http://www.virtus.org/
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This Week, |... b,

\ Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14Rom 8:18-23/Mt
Tuesday; July 14 o 13:1-230r13:19

’ - ) L ) Monday:  Is1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17,21 and 23/Mt 10:34-11:1

10:00am- Religious Formation Registrations end Friday Tuesday:  Is7:1-9/Ps482-3a, 3b4, 56, 7-8/Mit 1120-24
6:00pm  Rosary/Rosario con los Guadalupanos Wednesday: 15 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6,7-8,9-10, 14-15/Mt 112527
Wednesday; July 15 Thursday:  Is 2679, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-
5:30pm Women'’s Retreat Team Meeting (Guadalupe) 21/Mt 112830
Thursday; July 16 Friday: Is38:1-6,21-22,7-8/1s 38:10, 12abed, 16/Mt 12:1-8
11:00am  +Adela Rodriguez Semon Funeral Mass Saturday: Mi2:1-5/Ps10:1-2,34,7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21
Friday; July; 17
10:00am  Religious Formation Registrations End today!
Sunday; July 19 -
1:00pm Father Ken’s Birthday & Ordination Anniversary MaSS

Celebration

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES

Sunday:  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Henry
Tuesday: St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

Wednesday: St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Thursday: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Saturday: St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest

SUNDAY READINGS
LECTURAS DOMINICALES

First Reading

My word shall not return to me void,

but shall do my will,

achieving the end for which | sent it.
No volvera a mi sin resultado, sino que hara mivoluntad y
cumplird su mision.

Psalm (Ps 65)
The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
Sefor, danos siempre de tu agua

Second Reading (Rom: 8:18)
| consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing
compared with the glory to be revealed for us.
Considero que los sufriemientos de esta vida no se pueden
comparar con la gloria que un dia se manifestara en
nosotros.

Gospel: (Mt 13:17)

Amen, | say to you, many prophets and righteous people
longed to see what you see but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
Oiran unay otra vez y no entenderan; miraran y volveran a
mirar, pero no veran.

(Is 55:11)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in Liturgy Corporation the. All rights res erved.

Intentions

©LPi

Saturday, July 11
4:00pm Joe & Rose Cedillo 57th Anniv
+Amado L & Kathleen N. Castro by Cindy Franco
+Jennifer Marie Grant by Family
+Elvira Miranda by Irma Martinez
+Francisco & Lupe Alvarez by Rodriguez Family
Sunday, July 12
8:30am  +Gregorio Sosa by Family
+Maggie & Ramon Enriquez by Daughters

Ivan & Maribel Logan 30th Wedding Anniv
Rosa Martha Salzar (74" Birthday) by Family
+Hector Cerecer (7" Anniv) by Logan Family
+Juan Carlos Pacheco (Bday) by Maricela Pacheco
+Gabriel Martinez by Family

10:00am

12:00pm For the Parishioners

Monday, July 13

5:30pm +Carmen Montoya (Bday) by Norma Apodaca
Tuesday, July 14

5:30pm  No Mass

Wednesday, July 15

5:30pm  No Mass/ No Confessions

Thursday, July 16
5:30pm  Liturgy of the Word with Deacon Ricardo Corella

Friday; July17

5:30pm  Mary Honeycutt (B-day) by Norma Apodaca
+Maria Carlota Villareal Limon by Jessica Gonzalez
Chavarria
+Maria Valliera by Jessica Gonzélez Chavarria
+Jorge Ignacio Vega by Gaby Avelar
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A Capilla Guadalupe
® 6:00P.M. ¢

Rosario Bilingiie
*

66 Al rezar el Rosario,
hablamos con Maria,
confidndole nuestras
preocupaciones, penas,

alegrias y esperanza.

Le pedimos que nos

ayude a comprender 99
los planes de Dios.
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