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PASTOR
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DEACONS
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MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espaiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria

SN R

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
Working to end poverty
and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION

5:30pm

Mon. & Wed. English
Martes y Viernes Espafiol

Thursday/Jueves
Liturgy of the Word &
Adoration
Liturgia de la Palabray

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

The Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.
He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and |
washed, and now | can see.” - Jn 9:15

4° DOMINGO DE LA CUARESMA

También los fariseos le preguntaron cémo habia
adquirido la vista. El les contesté: “Me puso lodo
en los ojos, me lavé y veo”. - Jn 9, 15

EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Program for children and
adults to receive
Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Programa de preparacion
para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y

Adoracion

Excerpts from the Lectionary

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners, registered or living
within Parish boundaries, please
contact pastor six months before
planned wedding date.

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de  nuestra  4rea  parroquial,
comunicarse con el parroco al menos
seis meses antes de la fecha en que
planean casarse.

ss ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. Leccionario Il © 1987 Comisidn Episcopal de Pastoral

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS

Celebrated the  second
Saturday of the month.
Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sabado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th
birthday at the parish.

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro programa de Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar
su cumpleafios numero 15 en la
parroquia.
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Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas! We
are Blessed to have you with us.

Welcowe Fene

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
We pray your time with us is a blessing for you as well!

Welcome and God Bless!

jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de

paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.

Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su
tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
John 9:1-41

If you are like me, it’s easy to fixate on our shadows:
failures, guilt, shame. Especially when we suffer, it is easy
to want to blame ourselves or others. In this week’s Gospel,
Jesus’ disciples ask about the blind man, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents?” (John 9:2) They, like us,
focus on blame. But Jesus sees the entire situation
differently: “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that
the works of God might be made visible through him.” He
does not deny sin, but he sees deeper — through the light
of mercy, not the lens of judgment. The scene hinges on
Jesus’ strange claim: “I am the light of the world” (John
9:5). He sees things differently than everyone. They see
shadows and light. He is the light.

Thought experiment: imagine you are the sun looking at
everything on the earth. What do you see? Everything.
What do you not see? Shadows.
Everything is illuminated. If you see it,
it is illuminated. For the light, nothing
is dark.

Because he is the light, Jesus sees us in
the glow of his redemptive love. Even
our sin becomes a place where his
glory can shine. The man’s healing is
not just about sight — it is about seeing
as Christ sees. Lent is not a season of

MEDITACION EVANGELICA
Juan 4:5-42

El evangelista Juan presenta a Jesus como el hombre que
da luz, que es la luz. Describe paso a paso el proceso de fe
del ciego de nacimiento. Jesus cura al ciego y lo envia a que
se lave en la piscina de Siloé, que significa “Enviado”. El
obedece y queda curado. Después del milagro, surge mucho
desasosiego: si realmente era el mismo hombre, como fue
curado, y otros cuestionamientos mas. El lo explica con lujo
de detalles, pero no le creen. Luego interrogan también a
sus padres. Finalmente, el hombre enfrenta a los fariseos, y
lo expulsan de la sinagoga.

A continuacion, nos narra el Evangelio: “Jests se enter6 de
que lo habian expulsado. Cuando lo encontrd, le dijo: ‘;Ta
crees en el Hijo del Hombre?’ Le contestd: ‘Y quién es,
Sefior, ¢ para que crea en ¢1?” Jesus le dijo: ‘Tu lo has visto;
es el que esta hablando contigo’. El entonces dijo: ‘Creo,
Sefior’, y se arrodillé ante EI” (Juan 9:35-38).

iQué felicidad! El ciego ve la luz,
mientras que los fariseos, aunque ven a
Jesus, quedan ciegos al rechazar al que es
la luz. La fe nos saca de las tinieblas.
Veamos como el ciego, en su proceso de
fe, primero dice que el hombre que lo
cur6 se llama Jests. Luego afirma que es
un profeta. Méas adelante declara que es
un hombre de Dios, y finalmente se

staring into darkness. It is a time to step
into the light — to let Christ’s gaze reframe how we see
ourselves and one another.

Lenten challenge: Spend 10 quiet minutes this week asking
Jesus to show you how he sees you. Not through shame or
fear, but through the light of his mercy.

Father John Muir...c.n

LIVE THE LITURGY

The Pharisees refused to see what was in front of them.
Their blindness was stronger than that of the man born
without sight, because it was a blindness they chose for
themselves. So, what will it be for us? Do we choose
blindness, or do we choose sight? ce

postra ante El en adoracién. ;Qué debemos aprender de este
ciego? ;Qué nombres damos a Jesus en nuestro propio
camino de fe? ;Coémo podriamos describir la manera en que
Dios ha curado nuestras enfermedades y perdonado
nuestros pecados, como lo hizo con el ciego de nacimiento?
iJesus, que vea! cun

VIVIR LA LITURGIA

Los fariseos se negaron a ver lo que estaba frente a ellos.
Su ceguera era mas fuerte que la del hombre nacido sin
vista, porque era una ceguera que elegian para si mismos.
Entonces, ;qué sera para nosotros? ;Elegimos la ceguera o
elegimos la vista?
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PRACTICING CATHOLIC
Sent

I don’t know about you. But if I was a blind person
sitting by the side of the road, minding my own
business, and a stranger came along and rubbed spit-
mud in my eye, I’m just salty enough that I would
ignore his words out of spite.

Even though he was, admittedly, super-nice about the
whole thing.

Obviously, I would wash the mud out, because ... spit.
But I wouldn’t go to the Pool of Siloam. I would go to
a pool on the whole other side of town, just to be
contrary. I would make frustrated, grossed-out noises
while I splashed water on my eyes: “Ugh! I can’t
believe this! People are the worst!” 1 would feel
satisfied that I wasn’t tricked or conned or taken
advantage of.

And I would stay blind the rest of my life.

When Jesus performs a miracle in the Gospel, we
sometimes think of it like a fireworks show.
Something people point at — “Ooh! Aah!” — and
move on from. But a miracle of
Jesus is not a party trick. It is a
commissioning.

And each of us, in our own way,
has the choice of accepting it or
not.

Nowhere in the Gospel story
does it say that Jesus promised
the man sight if he washed in
the pool. I wonder what it was
that made the blind man feel he
could trust Jesus. Was it
something in his voice? Was it
something in his touch? Was it
the humanity with which he
spoke of the blind man to his
disciples — a gentleness
missing from most other
interactions of his life?

We’ll never know. But we do

know this: the blind man’s sight

wasn’t restored until he made a decision. A decision to
be sent.c»

PRACTICANDO CATOLICISMO
Enviado

No sé tu. Pero si yo fuera una persona ciega sentada al
lado del camino, ocupandome de mis propios asuntos,
y un extrafio viniera y me frotara barro con saliva en
mis ojos, soy lo suficientemente de caracter salado
como para ignorar sus palabras solo por despecho.

A pesar de que, sin duda, fue stiper amable con todo el
asunto.

Obviamente me quitaria el barro, porque... saliva. Pero
no iria a la piscina de Siloé. Iria a una piscina en el otro
lado de la ciudad, solo para ser contraria. Haria ruidos
frustrados y de asco mientras me salpicara agua en los
ojos: "jUf! {No puedo creerlo! jLa gente es lo peor!"
Me sentiria satisfecha de que no me engafiaran,
estafaran o se aprovecharan de mi.

Y me quedaria ciega el resto de mi vida.

Cuando Jesus realiza un milagro en el Evangelio, a
veces pensamos en ello como un espectaculo de
fuegos artificiales. Algo que la gente sefiala: "jOoh!
jAah!" - y se olvida. Pero un
milagro de Jesis no es un
truco de fiesta. Es una puesta
en marcha.

Y cada uno de nosotros, a su
manera, tiene la opcion de
aceptarla o no.

En ninguna parte de la
historia del Evangelio dice
que Jesus le prometio al
hombre la vista si se lavaba
en la piscina. Me pregunto
qué fue lo que hizo que el
ciego sintiera que podia
confiar en Jests. ;Era algo
en su voz? ;Era algo en su
toque? (Fue la humanidad
con la que habl6 del ciego a
sus discipulos, una dulzura
que faltaba en la mayoria de
las otras interacciones de su
vida?

Nunca lo sabremos. Pero si sabemos esto: la vista del
ciego no fue restaurada hasta que tomoé una decision.
Una decision de ser enviado. ©r
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Pastoral Message on Mass Detention & Mass Deportations in El Paso
Most Rev. Mark J. Seitz, Bishop of El Paso

e God’s people began as a people on the move. From the People of Israel to the story of
the Holy Family in Exile, beginning with the Scriptures, migration has always been
woven into the heart of our Christian faith.

e Here in the borderlands, we have seen generations of migrations: indigenous peoples
and newcomers from every continent, who have contributed to our community with
their faith, struggles and hopes.

e Our nation’s current campaign of mass detention and deportations challenges our
community of hope and solidarity. Families and individuals are experiencing fear as
well as violations of their rights and dignity, including in immigrant detention.

e To those affected by mass detention and deportations: the God of Jesus Christ sees you and
suffers with you. The Body of Christ suffers with you. The church will continue to
provide legal services, humanitarian aid and pastoral care to the immigrant
community.

e To law enforcement and immigration enforcement agents: Your work to keep our
community safe is vital. The death of those in immigration detention is unacceptable.
No one has to obey an immoral order. I implore all involved to carefully discern the
moral requirements of the Gospel at this moment with integrity and honesty.

e While we need immigration reform, the current national campaign of mass detention
and deportations is a grave moral evil, one which must be opposed, with prayer,
peaceful action and acts of solidarity. Reasonable immigration reform that respects
the dignity of the human person is desperately needed.

e The Bishop of El Paso asks the entire Catholic community in the Diocese of El Paso to
participate in the March & Vigil for Human Life and an End to Mass Deportations at
6 o’clock in the evening, on Tuesday, March 24th at the Plaza de los Lagartos
downtown. As a Lenten act of solidarity, all those who enjoy the privileges of US
citizenship are asked to participate, standing up for those who cannot.

e As we journey towards Easter, we know that fear and hatred will not have the last
word.
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Mensaje pastoral sobre las detenciones y deportaciones masivas

Mons. Mark J. Seitz, Obispo de El Paso

El Pueblo de Dios comenzé como un pueblo en movimiento. Desde el Pueblo de Israel a la

historia de la Sagrada Familia en el Exilio, comenzando con las Escrituras, la migracion siempre

ha estado entretejida en el corazén de nuestra fe cristiana.

Aqui en la frontera hemos visto generaciones de migraciones: pueblos indigenas y recién
llegados de todos los continentes, que han contribuido a nuestra comunidad con su fe,
sus luchas y sus esperanzas.

La actual campafia de detenciones masivas y deportaciones de nuestra nacién desafia a
nuestra comunidad de esperanza y solidaridad. Las familias y los individuos estan
experimentando miedo, asi como violaciones de sus derechos y dignidad, incluso en los
centros de detencion de inmigrantes.

A los afectados por detenciones masivas y deportaciones: E1 Dios de Jesucristo los ve y sufre
con ustedes. El Cuerpo de Cristo sufre con ustedes. La iglesia continuara brindando
servicios legales, ayuda humanitaria y atencién pastoral a la comunidad inmigrante.

A los agentes encargados de hacer cumplir la ley y de controlar la inmigracion: Su trabajo de
mantener a nuestra comunidad segura es vital. La muerte de personas en centros de
detencién migratoria es inaceptable. Nadie tiene que obedecer una orden inmoral.
Imploro a todos los involucrados que disciernan cuidadosamente los requisitos morales
del Evangelio en este momento con integridad y honestidad.

Si bien necesitamos una reforma migratoria, la actual campafia nacional de detenciones
masivas y deportaciones constituye un grave mal moral, al que debemos oponernos con
oracién, accion pacifica y actos de solidaridad. Se necesita con urgencia una reforma
migratoria razonable que respete la dignidad de la persona humana.

El Obispo de El Paso pide a toda la comunidad catélica de la Diécesis de El Paso que
participe en la Marcha y Vigilia por la Vida Humana y el Fin de las Deportaciones Masivas a
las 6 de la tarde, el martes 24 de marzo en la Plaza de los Lagartos en el centro. Como
acto de solidaridad cuaresmal, a todos aquellos que disfrutan de los privilegios de la
ciudadania estadounidense se les pide que participen, defendiendo a aquellos que no
pueden hacerlo.

A medida que avanzamos hacia la Pascua, sabemos que el miedo y el odio no tendrén la
altima palabra.
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BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO

This week the Blessed Sacrament \
perpetual candle is lit in memory of:

-
Esta semana la vela perpetua al
Santisimo estara encendida
En memoria

+GEORGE VELAZCO

GREEN ENCHILADA SALE

Come get your tickets for our enchilada sale after
each mass during the weekend, or at the parish office.
The dinner will be taking place this coming Friday,
March 20 from 5-8pm. Don’t miss out!

VENTA DE ECHILADAS VERDES
Venga y obtenga sus boletos para la venta de i Christ with me,
enchiladas verdes después de cada misa durante el fin Christ before me,
de semana o también en la oficina parroquial. La cena A ,
se llevara a cabo este viernes, 20 de marzo de 5-8pm. Christ behind me,
iNo se quede sin su boleto! Christ in me.

- St. Patrick's Breastplate -

THEFBAST OF

ST.JOSEPH

‘B
PSALM 23
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Saturday: March 14
9-2pm Sisters of FIAT retreat

Youth fundraiser ‘Hot Dog in a bag’
Sunday: March 15

Youth fundraiser ‘Hot Dog in a bag’
Monday: March 16
6:30pm  EPISO Mental Health Support group
Wednesday: March 17 (No confessions at St. Thomas)
6-8:00pm Lenten confessions at Saint Raphaels Church

Friday: March 20
5-8:00pm Green Enchilada Parish Fundraiser

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES

Sunday: 4th Sunday of Lent

Tuesday: St. Patrick, Bishop; St. Patrick’s Day

Wednesday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church

Thursday: St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

SUNDAY READINGS
LECTURAS DOMINICALES

First Reading (1 Sm 16:13)
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David
in the presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the

spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.
Tomo Samuel el cuerno con el aceite y lo ungio delante
de sus hermanos. A partir de aquel dia, el espiritu del
Sefior estuvo con David.
Psalm: (Ps 23)
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
El Sefor es mi pastor nada me faltara.
Second Reading (Eph 5:14)

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will give you light.”

Despierta, tu que duermes; levantate de entre los
muertos y Cristo sera tu luz
Gospel: (Jn 9:6-7)

He spat on the ground and made clay with the

saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said

to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam”

which means Sent So, he went and washed, and came

back able to see.
Escupio en el suelo, hizo lodo con la saliva, se lo puso en
los ojos al ciego y le dijo: Ve a lavarte en la piscina de
Siloe (que se significa Enviado) El fue, se lavo volvio con
vista.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in Liturgy Corporation the. All rights res erved.

4th SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 15, 2025
READINGS/ LECTURAS

Sunday: 1Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b4, 5, 6/Eph
5:8-14In9:141 0r9:1,69, 13-17,34-38

Monday: Is65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and
13b/In4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez47:19,12/Ps46:2-3, 5-6,8-9/In 5:1-16

Wednesday: 1s49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/In 5:17-30

Thursday: 2Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3,4-5,27 and
29/Rom4:13,16-18 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21,24a or Lk
2:41-51a

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and
23/Jn7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3,9bc-10, 11-12/In 7:40-53

-

MASS /-
INTENTIONS

Saturday, March 14
4:00pm +Mr. & Mrs Juan Hernandez by Family
+Antoinette Carpenter by Family
+Carolyn Cadenas (bday) by Family
+Mark Stewart by Gabriel Mayorga
Sunday, March 15
8:30am +Stella Martinez by Richard Martinez
+Emestina I. Santos (w/ love) by Non Rivera
+Lydia Flores Rivera (w/love) by Non Rivera
+Modesto Rivera by Non Rivera
+Rogelio Suarez by Lopez Family
10:00am -+ Dora Luz by Mina Granados
+Jose &+ Natividad Prado by Elva Rizo
+ltzel Granados by Mina Granados
+Jose Alfredo Soledad by Family
+Josefa Lopez by Guadalupe Martinez
12:00pm For the Parishioners

Monday; March 16
5:30pm
Tuesday; March 17
5:30pm Thanksgiving by Gloria Hernandez
Wednesday; March 18
5:30pm +Nick Rae by Theresa York
+Gabriel Hernandez by Gloria Hernandez
Thursday; March 19
5:30pm Liturgy of the Word w/ Deacon Ricardo Corella
Friday; March 20
5:30pm +Jose Alfredo Soledad by Family




Month of January 2026
Fiscal Year Beginning July 2025

Jan 30, 2026 Fiscal Year 25-26
Sunday & Holiday Collections $ 28,984.50 S 224,739.44
Building Fund S 6,364.00 S 42,427.70
Other Contributions s 773.00
Fees 5 100.00 5 1,365.00
Projects s 972.46 s 18,543.14
Religious Education ) 40.00 ) 9,627.00
Total Income $ 36,460.96 S 297,475.28

Admin, Salaries, Supplies, etc S 25,050.85 S  167,250.29
Plant and Maintenance S 9,634.91 S 77,795.38
Religious Education S 4,669.03 S 26,441.49
)
$

Liturgical ) 2,972.99 21,216.21
Total Expenses S 42,327.78 292,703.37

come -Expense S (5,866.82) S 4,771.91

otes:
his Report Reflects parish Income and Expenses. The First column of amounts is for January 2026; the second column
s for our Fiscal Year which begin July 1, 2025 and ends on June 30, 2026

Month of February 2026
Fiscal Year Beginning July 2025

Feb 28, 2026 Fiscal Year 25-26
Sunday & Holiday Collections S 31,992.87 256,732.31
Building Fund S 6,464.89 48,892.59
Other Contributions S 20.00 793.00
Fees 3 135.00 1,500.00
Projects S 1,985.50 20,528.64

Religious Education 5 245.00 9,872.00
Total Income S  40,843.26 338,318.54

Admin, Salaries, Supplies, etc $  20,294.61 188,107.40
Plant and Maintenance 3 9,282.50 87,077.88
Religious Education 3 7,530.81 33,409.80
Liturgical s 2,899.55 24,115.76
Total Expenses S 40,007.47 332,710.84

ncome -Expense S 835.79 5,607.70

otes:
his Report Reflects parish Income and Expenses. The First column of amounts is for February 2026; the second column
s for our Fiscal Year which begin July 1, 2025 and ends on June 30, 2026




