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IGLESIA CATOLICA ROMANA

10970 Bywood Dr. (& East Glen), El Paso, TX 79936 - 915-592-1313
Email: saintthomasa@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.stthomas-elpaso.com

PASTOR

Rev. Ken Ducré

DEACONS

Joe Soto
Frank Segura
Ricardo Corella

MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO DE MISAS

Saturday/Sabado
Vigil/Vigilia
4:00pm, English
Sunday/Domingo
8:30am, English
10:00am, Espaiiol
12:00pm, English

Weekdays/Diaria
5:30pm

Mon. & Wed. English
Martes y Viernes Espafiol

Thursday/Jueves
Liturgy of the Word &
Adoration
Liturgia de la Palabray
Adoracién

WEDDINGS/BODAS

Parishioners, registered or living
within Parish boundaries, please
contact pastor six months before
planned wedding date.

Parroquianos, registrados o residentes
de  nuestra  4rea  parroquial,
comunicarse con el parroco al menos
seis meses antes de la fecha en que
planean casarse.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LO

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star
at its rising and have come to do him homage.” - Mt 2:2

DIA DE LA EPIFANIA DEL SENOR

“.Dénde esta el rey de los judios que acaba de nacer?
Porque vimos surgir su estrella y hemos venido a

adorarlo”. - Mt 2, 2

Lecclonario piscopal de Pastoral

BAPTISMS/BAUTISMOS

Celebrated the  second
Saturday of the month.
Please call the office for
additional information.

Se celebran el segundo
sdbado de cada mes. Favor
de llamar a la oficina para
informacion adicional.

RD

RECONCILIATION
RECONCILIACION
Wednesday/Miércoles
6:00 - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

: Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm
! Sunday 8:30am-1:00pm

Member of the
El Paso Inter-religious
Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO).
Working to end poverty
and injustice
in the Borderland.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Program for children and
adults to receive
Sacraments of Christian
Initiation.

Programa de preparacion
para recibir sacramentos de
iniciacion cristiana.
Disponible para nifios y
e adultos.

QUINCEANERAS/OS

All boys and girls enrolled in our
Religious Formation program are
welcome to celebrate their 15th
birthday at the parish.

Todos los nifios y nifias inscritos en
nuestro programa de Formacion
Religiosa son bienvenidos a celebrar
su cumpleafios nimero 15 en Ia
parroquia.
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SAVINGA™
SEAT FOR

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 2026

Welcome to the community of Saint Thomas Aquinas! We
are Blessed to have you with us.

We want to be living proof to you of the Love and Peace of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

We pray your time with us is a blessing for you as well!
Welcome and God Bless!

jBienvenido a la comunidad de Santo Tomdas de Aquino! Ya sea usted un vecino o un visitante que esta de
paso, sepa que es una bendicion tenerlo con nosotros.
Queremos ser para usted una prueba viva del amor y la paz de Jesucristo nuestro Sefior. jOramos que su

yYOoU =

tiempo con nosotros sea una bendicion para usted también! jBienvenidos y Bendiciones!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Matthew 2:1-12

When I was 22, I went on a pilgrimage to Rome for the
Jubilee Year of 2000. I was traveling light with just a
backpack, one blue shirt and black pants, little money, and
no Italian. [ had a few close friends and one goal: to reach
the Eternal City. Despite the challenges and deprivations, I
felt alive in a way I had never known before.

When do you feel most alive? I’d wager it’s not when
you’re most comfortable or surrounded by stuff. Rather, it’s
when your life is aimed at something great; when you’re on
a meaningful and challenging journey with good friends.

That’s the image the Magi give us in today’s Gospel. They
set out from the East not with certainty, but with hope. They
study the signs, discipline their attention, and journey
together, offering the best they have when they find the
newborn King.

The Church gives us their story at the start of the year to
reawaken something in us. We are not meant to drift. We’re
meant to journey as pilgrims. The Jubilee Year of 2025 may
have ended, but our pilgrimage has not. Like the magi, the
closer we get to Christ, the more alive we become.
Father John Muir...c.n

LIVE THE LITURGY

The journey of the Magi reflects how treacherous our
Christian life on earth can be. Always, evil works
against us — Satan lays traps. He sows confusion.
May we, like the Magi, recognize the will of God as
our guiding star. cir

MEDITACION EVANGELICA
Mateo 2:1-12

Hoy celebramos la Solemnidad de la Epifania, y el
evangelio narra la presencia de tres reyes magos que
buscaban a Jests para adorarlo y llevarle regalos. “Al entrar
en la casa, vieron al nifio con Maria, su madre; se
arrodillaron y lo adoraron. Abrieron sus cofres y le
ofrecieron regalos de oro, incienso y mirra” (Mateo 2:11).
Los magos representan a todos los pueblos y razas. La
misericordia de Dios queda manifestada en su Hijo. “Sefior
Dios, que en este dia manifestaste a tu Unigénito a las
naciones guiandolas por la estrella, concede a los que ya te
conocemos por la fe que lleguemos a contemplar la
hermosura de tu excelsa gloria...” (Oracion colecta).

El evangelio nos dice también que los magos, al ver la
estrella de nuevo, se llenaron de alegria. ;Qué estrella
seguimos nosotros? ;Quién nos orienta? Cabe reflexionar
un poco sobre la mision de la Iglesia, que es llevar la luz
del Evangelio a todos y a todas las culturas. Entonces, ;cual
es mi mision especificamente? Sera favorecer la Epifania,
es decir, manifestar a Dios desde nuestro entorno y
vocacion con sencillez y humildad. Vivimos en un mundo
de retos y de mucha violencia, donde los derechos y la
dignidad humana son pisoteados por los Herodes de nuestro
tiempo. Nuestra tarea es seguir luchando para que tu Luz
brille en las tinieblas y la esperanza siga viva en cada hijo
e hija tuya que te busca con fe para adorarte. Porque Tt eres
para todos. cue

EPIPHANY =| 1 BLESSINGS
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VIVIR LA LITURGIA

Las noticias del Mesias inquietaron a Herodes. Vemos
claramente su ansiedad en el Evangelio de hoy.
Después de todo, esto es lo que Cristo ha venido a
hacer. Ha venido a sacudir las cosas. ;Estamos
preparados para ser inquietados? cvr
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PRACTICING CATHOLIC PRACTICANDO CATOLICISMO
The Stars We Follow Las Estrellas que Seguimos

Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to be
richer. If we are smart, we want to be smarter. If we are
powerful, we want to be more powerful.

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak — to say, “I am
what [ am, [ have what I have, and it is enough.” Even the
very act of maintaining a status quo, be it health or wealth
or spiritual goodness, requires action. It requires effort. It
requires movement. This is human nature. There is nothing
wrong with it. When we stop seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

I often wonder if the Magi knew what they were seeking —
really, truly knew. They were seeking “the newborn king of
the Jews,” yes, but did they understand who he was? What
he was? I don’t see how they could have. They were wise
men, but they were not prophets. They simply knew this
was an endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it in
their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain about the
Magi. We don’t know how many of them there were. We
don’t know their religion. We don’t know where they came
from. All we know for certain is that they listened to a voice
they heard deep within themselves. And, heeding that
voice, they went forth.

And what did they find? They found what we all seek, even
if, foolishly, we seek it in riches or power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which one
does the voice — that one deep within you— tell you to
chase?

Point to it. And go forth. ciw

PRAYER - FOR EVERYDAY AND EVERYBODY

Epiphany Blessing

Dear God,

It was You who inspired the Magi to follow the star to
find You. Inspire us to seek You, as well. Bless our
homes and families this season, make them places
where we can encounter You through prayer and
community. Amen.

Todo el mundo sigue una estrella.

Es parte de la naturaleza humana buscar. Si somos ricos,
queremos ser mas ricos. Si somos inteligentes, queremos
ser mas inteligentes. Si somos poderosos, queremos ser mas
poderosos.

No podemos quedarnos en un solo lugar, por asi decirlo,
para decir: "Soy lo que soy, tengo lo que tengo y es
suficiente". Incluso el acto mismo de mantener un estatus
quo, ya sea salud, riqueza o bondad espiritual, requiere
accion. Requiere esfuerzo. Requiere movimiento. Esta es la
naturaleza humana. No hay nada de malo en ello. Cuando
dejamos de buscar, morimos.

Pero ;qué buscamos? ;Adonde vamos?

A menudo me pregunto si los Reyes Magos sabian lo que
estaban buscando, si realmente lo sabian. Buscaban al "rey
recién nacido de los judios", si, pero jentendian quién era?
(Qué era? No veo como podrian haberlo hecho. Eran
hombres sabios, pero no eran profetas. Simplemente sabian
que este era un esfuerzo que tenian que emprender. Lo
sabian en sus almas.

Realmente hay muy poco que sepamos con certeza sobre
los Reyes Magos. No sabemos cuantos de ellos habia. No
conocemos su religion. No sabemos de donde vinieron.
Todo lo que sabemos con certeza es que oyeron una voz
que escucharon en lo profundo de si mismos. Y, prestando
atencion a esa voz, se fueron.

LY qué encontraron? Encontraron lo que todos buscamos,
incluso si, tontamente, lo buscamos en riquezas o poder.

©LPi

ORACION - PARA TODOS LOS DIASY PARA TODOS

Bendicion de la Epifania

Dios mio,

Fuiste Ta quien inspird a los Reyes Magos a seguir la
estrella para encontrarte. Inspiranos a buscarte
también. Bendice nuestros hogares y familias en esta
temporada, conviértelos en lugares donde podamos
encontrarte a través de la oracion y la comunidad.
Ameén. o
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

The Three Wise Men
Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men...who were they?

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three mysterious men into
our manger scenes. There’s a rich heritage in the Catholic
Church of celebrating the magi, but their origins are steeped
in mystery. The original Greek calls these men magoi. The
word is translated elsewhere in Scripture to mean “magician,”
but a similar word was used in ancient history to describe an
entirely different set of people altogether. In what is now
modern-day Iran, the ruling empire had a wealthy priestly
caste known as the Magi. At the time of Christ, the Magi
formed one of the ruling councils of the Parthian Empire.
These priests interpreted dreams and read the stars to
anticipate major events that could affect the fortunes of the
empire.

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels traveled
from. Matthew simply says “the east.” History tells us that the
ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, and Babylon all had a magi
priesthood at the time of Christ. Whichever region they hailed
from, they likely traveled over one thousand miles over the
course of several months to arrive at the Holy Family.
Unfortunately for the classic song, there is no concrete
evidence these men were themselves kings, though they did
bear gifts “from afar” at the prompting of their astronomical
calculations. erei

;POR QUE HACEMOS ESO?
VIDA CATOLICA EXPLICADA

Los Reyes Magos

Los Magos, Los Tres Reyes, Los Tres Reyes Magos...
({Quiénes eran?

Cantamos canciones, damos regalos y llevamos a tres hombres
misteriosos a nuestras escenas de pesebre. Hay una rica
herencia en la Iglesia Catélica de celebrar a los Reyes Magos,
pero sus origenes estan llenos de misterio. El griego original
llama a estos hombres magoi. La palabra se traduce en otras
partes de las Escrituras para significar "mago", pero una
palabra similar se uso

en la historia antigua para describir a un grupo completamente
diferente de personas. En lo que hoy es Iran, el imperio
gobernante tenia una rica casta sacerdotal conocida como los
Reyes Magos. En la época de Cristo, los Reyes Magos
formaron uno de los consejos gobernantes del Imperio Parto.
Estos sacerdotes interpretaban los sueflos y leian las estrellas
para anticipar acontecimientos importantes que podrian
afectar la fortuna del imperio.

No estamos exactamente seguros de donde viajaron los magos
de los Evangelios. Mateo simplemente dice "el oriente". La
historia nos dice que las antiguas regiones de Persia, Asiria y
Babilonia tenian un sacerdocio de magos en la época de Cristo.
Independientemente de la regiéon de la que provinieran,
probablemente viajaron mas de mil millas en el transcurso de
varios meses para llegar a la Sagrada Familia.
Desafortunadamente para la cancion clasica, no hay evidencia
concreta de que estos hombres fueran reyes, aunque si trajeron
regalos "desde lejos" a instancias de sus calculos

astrondmicos. crei

Que te adoren,
Sefior, todos—
los pueblos
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PRACTICING CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

The Stars We Follow

Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to
be richer. If we are smart, we want to be smarter. If we
are powerful, we want to be more powerful.

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak — to say, “I
am what I am, I have what I have, and it is enough.”
Even the very act of maintaining a status quo, be it
health or wealth or spiritual goodness, requires action.
It requires effort. It requires movement. This is human
nature. There is nothing wrong with it. When we stop
seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

I often wonder if the Magi knew what they were
seeking — really, truly knew. They were seeking “the
newborn king of the Jews,” yes, but did they
understand who he was? What he was? I don’t see how
they could have. They were wise men, but they were
not prophets. They simply knew this was an endeavor
they had to undertake. They knew it in their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain
about the Magi. We don’t know how many of them
there were. We don’t know their religion. We don’t
know where they came from. All we know for certain
is that they listened to a voice they heard deep within
themselves. And, heeding that voice, they went forth.

And what did they find? They found what we all seek,
even if, foolishly, we seek it in riches or power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which
one does the voice — that one deep within you— tell
you to chase?

PRACTICANDO CATOLICA: RECONOCE A
DIOS EN TUS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS

Las Estrellas que Seguimos
Todo el mundo sigue una estrella.

Es parte de la naturaleza humana buscar. Si somos
ricos, queremos ser mas ricos. Si somos inteligentes,
queremos ser mas inteligentes. Si somos poderosos,
queremos ser mas poderosos.

No podemos quedarnos en un solo lugar, por asi
decirlo, para decir: "Soy lo que soy, tengo lo que tengo
y es suficiente". Incluso el acto mismo de mantener un
estatus quo, ya sea salud, riqueza o bondad espiritual,
requiere accion. Requiere esfuerzo. Requiere
movimiento. Esta es la naturaleza humana. No hay
nada de malo en ello. Cuando dejamos de buscar,
morimos.

Pero ;qué buscamos? ;Adonde vamos?

A menudo me pregunto si los Reyes Magos sabian lo
que estaban buscando, si realmente lo sabian.
Buscaban al "rey recién nacido de los judios", si, pero
(entendian quién era? ;Qué era? No veo como podrian
haberlo hecho. Eran hombres sabios, pero no eran
profetas. Simplemente sabian que este era un esfuerzo
que tenian que emprender. Lo sabian en sus almas.

Realmente hay muy poco que sepamos con certeza
sobre los Reyes Magos. No sabemos cuantos de ellos
habia. No conocemos su religion. No sabemos de
dénde vinieron. Todo lo que sabemos con certeza es
que oyeron una voz que escucharon en lo profundo de
si mismos. Y, prestando atencion a esa voz, se fueron.

(Y qué encontraron? Encontraron lo que todos
buscamos, incluso si, tontamente, lo buscamos en
rlquezas o poder.

o SRR~y T T
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They were overjoyed at seeing \
the star, and on entering the B
house they savv the child with
Mary his mother. They
prostrated themselves and did
him homage. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. - Mt 2:10-11

N
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VIRTUES, EXPLAINED!
CONNECT WITH TRADITION
AND GROW YOUR FAITH

Love, Explained!

If you’ve ever been a guest at a Christian wedding,
chances are you have heard 1 Corinthians 13:4-8:
“Love is patient, love is kind ... love never fails.”

But what and who we love is just as important as how
we love. Loving God, we know, is the greatest
commandment of Jesus Christ, followed by loving
others (Matthew 22:37-40). We are called to exhibit
this love even — and, perhaps, especially — when it
is difficult, when it demands we sacrifice our own

preferences, our own desires and our own prejudices
(Matthew 5:46).

In doing this, we “no longer stand before God as a
slave, in servile fear, or as a mercenary looking for
wages, but as a son responding to the love of him who
“first loved us.”” (CCC 1828)

So yes, love is patient, and love is kind — and, when
practiced correctly, love is also freedom. e

MISSALS
The 2026 Missals are still available at the parish
office. They are available in English and Spanish.

MISALES

Los Misales de 2026 siguen disponibles en la
oficina parroquial. Disponibles en inglés y
espanol.

BLESSED SACRAMENT CANDLE
VELA DEL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO
This week the  Blessed

Sacrament perpetual candle is lit ol

in memory of:

Esta semana la vela perpetua al =
Santisimo estara encendida
En memoria de:

+BERTHA DOVALI

VIRTUDES, ;EXPLICADO! — CONECTATE
CON LA TRADICION Y CRECE EN TU FE

Amor, ;Explicado!
Si alguna vez has sido invitado a una boda cristiana, es
probable que hayas escuchado 1 Corintios 13:4-8: "EI

amor es paciente, el amor es benigno... el amor nunca
falla".

Pero qué y a quién amamos es tan importante como
cdmo amamos. Sabemos que amar a Dios es el mayor
mandamiento de Jesucristo, seguido de amar a los
demas (Mateo 22:37-40). Estamos llamados a exhibir
este amor incluso —y, quizds, especialmente—
cuando es dificil, cuando exige que sacrifiquemos
nuestras propias preferencias, nuestros propios deseos
y prejuicios (Mateo 5:46).

Al hacer esto, "ya no estamos ante Dios como
esclavos, en temor servil o como mercenarios en busca
de salario, sino como hijos que responden al amor de
Aquel que "nos amé primero'"'. (CIC 1828)

Asi que si, el amor es paciente y el amor es amable, y,
cuando se practica correctamente, el amor también es
libertad. cue

NEXT WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION:

For Saint Vincent de Paul, January 11 2026.
Thank you for your generosity

SEGUNDA COLECTA DE LA PROXIMA
SEMANA

Para San Vicente De Paul, 11 de enero de 2026.
Gracias por su generosidad.

VIRTUS CLASSES

A Virtus class in Spanish will be held January 17
at 9:30am. In the St Clair Room.

CLASES DE VIRTUS

Una clase de Virtus en espafiol se llevard a cabo
este 17 de enero a las 9:30am. En el salon de St.
Clarr.
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; an READINGS/ LECTURAS
Sunday:  Is60:1-6/Ps72:1-2,7-8, 1011, 12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-
6Mt2:1-12
Monday: 1Jn3224:6/Ps2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt4:12-17,23-25
. Tuesday: 1In4:7-10/Ps72:1-2, 34, 7-8Mk 6:34-44
Sw‘l‘"day’a"”ary 04 (Office Closed) Wednesday: 1Jn4:11-18/Ps 72:12, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52
onday January 05 (Office Opens)

Tuesday January 06 Thursday: 1 Jn4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk

12-3pm (Office closed for Staff Meeting) . 4:14-22a

6:30pm  Liturgy Meeting Friday: 1Jn5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19201 k 5:12-16
Saturday: 1In5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2,34, 5 and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-

OBSERVANCES/ CONMEMORACIONES 30

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

Wednesday: St. John Neumann, Bishop
Tuesday: St. André Bessette, Religious
Wednesdays: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest

SUNDAY READINGS
LECTURAS DOMINICALES

First Reading (Is 60:1)
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
Levantate y resplandece, Jerusalem, porque ha llegado tu
luz y la gloria del Sefior alborea sobre ti.

Psalm: (Ps 72)
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Que te adoren, Sefior, todos los pueblos.

Second Reading (Eph 3:5-6)

It was not made known to people in other generations
as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body.
Por revelacion se me dio a conocer este designio
secreto, que no habia sido manifestado a los hombres en
otros tiempos, pero ha sido revelado ahora por el
Espiritu a sus santos apodstoles y profetas es decir, que
por el evangelio, también los paganos son coherederos
de la misma herencia, miembros del mismo cuerpo.
Gospel: (Mt 2:2)
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.”
;Donde esta el rey de los judios que acaba de nacer?
Porque vimos surgir su estrella y hemos venido
a adorarlo.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in Liturgy Corporation the. All rights res erved.

MASS
INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 03
4:00pm +Larry Bujanda by Lupe Bujanda
+Danny & Rosa Lujan Sta Fam

Sunday, January 04

8:30am For the Parishioners

10:00am Rodolfo Salazar B-day blessings by Salazar Fam
+Jose Saenz
+Jose Arreola Morales by Lopez Fam

12:00pm +Noemi Hernandez by Cruz Montoya
+Larry Bujanda by Lupe Bujanda
+Martha Rubio by Tina Morales

Monday; January 05

5:30pm For St. Peregrine’s intercession for Yolanda
Nevarez & cancer patients by Alfonso Nevarez
+Ramon Enriquez
+Lupe Baca

Tuesday; January 06

5:30pm +Gracie Esquivel
+Hortencia Vitela
+Rosa Lujan by STA Fam

Wednesday;January 07
5:30pm +Rosa Lujan by STA Fam

Thursday; January 08
5:30pm Liturgy of the word w/Ricardo Corella

Friday;January 09
5:30pm
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“I thought you said this was a chest

Gre FATMHEFUL CONAVN\ES

“Yes! It's 14 carrots!”

Q The Magi offered Jesus gifts of gold,

(ﬂ/“ [ frankincense, and myrrh. Gold was a gift
W recognizing Jesus’ Kingship, even as a
\— humble baby.

NEW YEAR'S

ANY CHANGES | JUST ONE: IF THE
LANNED IN CONGREGATION
THE PARISH - Y FALLS ASLEEP
FOR THE \  DURING THE
COMING YEAR? ' HOMILY. T CALL
THE CHOTR BACK
FOR A HEAVY
METAL VERSION
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