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Priest’s  
Intentions  
for Mass 

Masses at Mission Church unless noted 
SFC - Saint Francis Chapel

Sunday, February 15
~SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME~

5:30 pm Sat †James and †Gregory Ramm
7:30 am Intention of the Priest 

9:00 am †Mike and †Lorraine Elm                      
9:00 am (SFC) †Nelly Saroufim 

10:30 am Intention of the Priest
10:30 am (SFC) Intention of the Priest   

12:00 pm For the People of the Parish 
5:30 pm (SFC) †Claire Eileen McKenna 

Monday, February 16
~Weekday~

[Presidents Day]
9:00 am Charie Meara O’Connor         

Tuesday, February 17
~Weekday~

7:00 am Intention of the Priest
5:30 pm Intention of the Priest    

Wednesday, February 18
~ASH WEDNESDAY~

7:00 am (SFC) Lisa Burner
12:00 Pm (SFC) Intention of the Priest
5:30 pm (SFC) Intention of the Priest
7:30 pm (SFC) Intention of the Priest         

Thursday, February 19
~Thursday after Ash Wednesday~

7:00 am Intention of the Priest         
5:30 pm Lisa Worthington 

Friday, February 20
~Friday after Ash Wednesday~

7:00 am Intention of the Priest         
5:30 pm Intention of the Priest        

Saturday, February 21
~Saturday after Ash Wednesday~

No Mass

Sunday, February 22
~FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT~

5:30 pm Sat †Bob Schneider
7:30 am †Napoleon Albino Baguisi 

9:00 am †Simeon Castillo                       
9:00 am (SFC) †Josefina P. Bandong 

10:30 am Brian Stack
10:30 am (SFC) †Jorge M. Pineda   

12:00 pm †Robert Garcia 
5:30 pm (SFC) The People of the Parish

¡Siempre Adelante! is inspired by our founder, St. Junipero Serra,  
whose desire to serve was expressed in his motto: Always Forward!

Bulletin submissions must be requested a week or more prior to the desired Sunday.  
Please send requests via email to Anthony Tarantino at atarantino@missionsandiego.org.  

All submissions are subject to approval.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-7319

VISITOR CENTER/GIFT SHOP
Rhonda Sosa, Manager

Open daily - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 Tel: (619) 281-8449

MSGR. HALTER ARCHIVES
Hours - Tuesday & Thursday

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-6338

tfalcone@missionsandiego.org

BAPTISMS
Please call the Parish Office

MARRIAGES 
Preparation with priest at least  

9 months in advance.
Please call the Parish Office

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Principal: Annalisa Burgos  

Tel: (619) 641-7987
nazarethschool.org

MISSION HISTORY
missionsandiegohistory.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tel: (619) 624-0900

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
5:30 pm	 Saturday - Mission Church
7:30 am	 Sunday - Mission Church
9:00 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Contemporary Music 		
	 Group every other week) 	
	 and Mission Church
10:30 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Spanish) and Mission Church
12:00 pm	 Mission Church  
	 (Mission Choir)
5:30 pm	 St. Francis Chapel

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 am & 5:30 pm  

in the Mission Church
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

8:00 am in the Mission Church
HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS  

See bulletin

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm  

in the Mission Church or by appointment.

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30 to 11:35 am 
and 6:00 to 6:35 pm in the Mission Church

Parish Information

Readings For the Week
Online: https://bible.usccb.orgw
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There Ought to be a Law
BY ALICE CAMILLE

My 85-year-old 
mother is addicted to 
cop shows and court-
room dramas. She's not 
an active lawbreaker 
herself, mind you, but 

she loves to invest her evenings in 
following criminals down their moral-
ly darkened paths outsmarting clever 
law-enforcers and heavily-degreed 
legal counsels by slipping through 
loopholes in jurisprudence and all but 
disappearing behind the wall of their 
crimes in triumph—until the end of 
the hour, that is, when some infinites-
imal fact comes to light, condemning 
the guilty and vindicating the inno-
cent. The disturbing thing is, I’m not 
sure which my elderly mother enjoys 
more: that justice is finally served, or 
that the perp almost got away with it!

Many of us have a morally ambig-
uous relationship to law. We love 
having plenty of laws nailed into place 
to protect us and our property from 
other people. At the same time we 
play fast and loose with the laws that 

inconvenience us. Tax laws, traffic 
laws, and municipal laws are only 
three kinds of rules some of us are 
comfortable breaking if we think we 
can get away with it. Most of us are 
pleased to defend the rule of law until 
a particular facet of it gets in our way, 
and let’s presume that we churchgoers 
are the law-abiding segment of the 
population! Some folks have far less 
respect for the rules than we do.

So we become glued to serials like 
The Sopranos, Damages, Breaking 
Bad, or any story where the moral 
lines are vague between the good 
guys and the bad ones. Like my mom, 
we’re attracted to stories that confess 
a disconcerting truth: We’re all ready 
to break the law given the right set of 
circumstances. Perhaps we’ve con-
vinced ourselves that most laws are 
neither good nor bad but arbitrary. If 
a given law crosses our sovereign free 
will or basic self-interest, we might 
be willing to look the other way and 
“break bad”—just this once.

Biblical law was established to be a 
different kind of law altogether from 

what folks were used to. The Hebrew 
word for law is more like “guidance” 
or “instruction” than a line drawn in 
the sand. Divine law wasn’t viewed as 
negatively prohibitive or punitive but 
positive and helpful. The point wasn't 
to constrict human freedom but to 
keep people safe, happy, and at peace.

A red light isn’t meant to make you 
late for an appointment, after all—
even if it does just that; it’s intended 
to keep you and your neighbor from 
plowing into each other at an intersec-
tion. Law was deemed such a cheerful 
thing in Israel that psalms were writ-
ten to praise the joy of living lawfully. 
God’s gift of law is evidence that God 
is serious about wanting to preserve 
the happiness of the community so fa-
vored. When Jesus extends the laws as 
deep and high as you can conceive, is 
this his way of making life harder—or 
simpler than ever?

 Reprinted with permission from 
preparetheword.com.

Alice Camille is a religious educator, Scripture 
commentator, and author of many books including 
This Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com.

Ash Wednesday: Feb 18
Masses with the Distribution of Ashes

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 5:30 pm, and 7:30 pm
All Masses in St. Francis Chapel

Fast & Abstinence
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of 

fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays 
during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms 
on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When 
fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well 
as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full 
meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat are 
binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from 
age 14 onwards.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)

About Ash Wednesday
Good stewards realize they really don't own anything. It all 

belongs to God. It is not so much that God owns them, but 
they are not ours because we are called to offer them to him. 

The reality is that you and I were born naked and with 
nothing. We will die naked and with nothing. If we really 
could possess something material, there would be a way to 
take it with us. But alas, it all slips through our grasp and 
passes away. And even though all of us came from dust and 
to dust we will return, through Jesus Christ we will live 
forever in a perfect state. The only thing we can take with 
us? Our hearts and whether or not we loved.

Are you Registered?
Join our faith community by completing a registration 

form at missionsandiego.org or visit our Visitor Center 
during regular business hours.
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Prayer Requests

PARISH SUPPORT
Jan 29-Feb 4, 2025

Plate:	 $5,669.00 
Envelope: 	 $8,818.00 
Online:	 $6,976.99 
Total:	 $21,463.99

Thank you for your support of our parish!

An Alternative  
to Offertory Envelopes

The Mission San Diego offers an easy- 
to-use contribution system for both one-
time and recurring gifts. Powered by  
WeShare, electronic giving is safe, secure, 
and convenient. To learn more and get 

started, please scan the QR code or visit our website  
missionsandiego.org and select the “Donate Now” link. 

Catholic Q&A
QUESTION

Why is the Church against stem cell research, especially if 
it offers the possibility of cures for diseases like Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s?

ANSWER
Like so many issues, the truth about stem cell research is 

more complicated than a few sound bites and vague prom-
ises of cures. For the Church, the problem is with embry-
onic stem cell research, not the research itself. The de-
struction of human life, even for a seemingly noble cause, 
is never acceptable. The ends cannot justify the means. 
Stem cells can be obtained in other ways, including from 
the placenta as well as from adults. So research is possible 
without the destruction of other life.

On the other hand, stem cell research shows much prom-
ise, but no concrete results. Some scientists also dispute 
what diseases might be cured by new discoveries. The re-
search is still in its early stages. The question for our coun-
try is whether we should invest a lot of money in research 
now, looking for cures that will probably remain out of 
reach for most people, or should we invest that money in 
other programs with more immediate benefits, especially 
those that stress prevention and education. It is indeed a 
complex issue that requires close scrutiny and investiga-
tion before we jump to inaccurate conclusions or make 
decisions based on good, but misinformed, intentions.

Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers:
Terry Baltes • Erin Dalton

Teresita Mendoza Espinosa
 James Flynn  • Mike Gallivan 

Barry Nunns •  Baby Banks Griffin Ricci 
Gil • Mark Turner

Names remain listed for four weeks and can be renewed
by contacting the parish office at (619) 283-7319.

Gift Shop Volunteers
Our Visitor Center and Gift Shop is seeking volunteers. 

For info, contact Rhonda Sosa at rsosa@missionsandiego.org.

Upcoming Rosaries
Make praying the rosary a part of your 

daily life.
• The Rosary is prayed immediately 

after the 7:00 am Mass, Mon - Fri, in the 
Mission Church.

•  A Rosary for Peace is prayed every third 
Sat of the month at 9:00 am. Join fellow parishioners 
at Nazareth School’s Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto 
to seek the intercession of Our Lady, Queen of Peace. Next 
rosary: Feb 21.

• A Rosary for the Eucharistic Revival is prayed on the first 
Wed of each month in La Sala following the 5:30 pm Mass. 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, next rosary is Mar 4.

•  A Pro-Life Rosary is prayed every first Thurs in the Mis-
sion Church at 5:00 pm. Next rosary: Mar 5. 

Baby Clothes Needed
Birthline is in need of clothing, including those for chil-

dren, women’s clothes, maternity clothes, baby food, and 
pacifiers. Items can be brought to the Mission on the first 
weekend of every month. For more info, call Birthline at 
(858) 270-2491.

Holy Matrimony
CONGRATULATIONS TO

Marc Laszcz and Caitlin Johnson
who were married at the Mission San Diego on Feb 12.

May the Lord continue to bless you both with his life and love!
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Funeral Announcements 
Peter Ruocco

Funeral Mass on Fri, Feb 20, 9:30 am 
in the Mission Church;  

Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery

Gene Calbow
Funeral Mass on Tue, Feb 24, 9:30 am 

in the Mission Church;  
Interment at Miramar National Cemetery

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Around the Diocese
• Father Joe's Villages Ladies Guild will hold its annual 

fundraiser "Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and 
Thyme: A Celebration of American 
Folk Music" supporting the needs of 
over 120 children living at Father Joe's 
Villages on Feb 16, from 10:30 am to 
1:30 pm at The Dana on Mission Bay, 
1710 Mission Bay Dr. Cost $70, includes 
free parking. RSVP by Feb 6. Contact: Brenda Lane at 
Blanex@aol.com or on volunteer tab at my.neighbor.org. 

• A Beginning Experience Weekend for those divorced, 
widowed or separated will be held May 1-3 at Prince of 
Peace Abbey, Oceanside. The weekend focuses on healing 
and moving beyond grief in a supportive and caring envi-
ronment with others that are going through and have gone 
through the same experiences. For info, contact begin-
ningexperiencesd@gmail.com or Vicki (858) 748-2273.

• Two Become One: Marriage Mystagogy meets 
on the first Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the 
Diocese's Pastoral Center, 3888 Paducah Dr, San Diego, 
for fellowship and practical, hands-on tools to help you 
in your marriage. Couples of all ages and stages are 
welcome. Sessions and topics will reflect the ongoing 
formation of newly married couples after the wedding. 
For more info, call (858) 490-8256.

• Whispering Winds Women's Auxiliary Free Lent 
Morning of Reflection will take place on Sat, Mar 7, at 
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Point Loma. 
Refreshments and social start at 8:30 am with the pro-
gram from 9:00 -11:00am. The Theme is "The Mysteries 
of Lent: A Journey with Mary." Our speakers will be 
Cathy Sperrazzo and Mattie Scull. For more infor call or 
text Laurie Mikolaycik at (619) 820-5028.

Lenten Fish Dinners
Lent is fast approaching and the Knights 

of Columbus and Columbiettes will 
again offer Friday fish dinners. Pre-sale 
dinner tickets will be available on Sun, 
Feb 15, after all Masses. Dinner tickets 
for adults are $20.00, youth (under 11) 
$10.00. A "season-ticket" is $100.00, for six 
adult tickets (pay for 5 dinners, receive 6 dinner 
tickets), $50. Adult beverages of wine and beer tickets 
are $5.00 Clam chowder is available for $5.00. Dinner is 
served between 6:00 and 7:30 pm in the California Room 
on Fridays beginning Feb 20 through Mar 27.

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed 

communally on the Fridays of Lent in the 
Mission Church at 6:15 pm, except on 
the first Friday when they follow Expo-
sition of the Most Blessed Sacrament. All 
are welcome! 

Presidents Day
Mon, Feb 16 is Presidents Day. The Parish Office will 

be closed  reopening on Tues, Feb  17. The Visitor Center 
and Gift Shop will be open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. One 
Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 am in the Mission Church. 

 Request Your 2025 Statement 
of Charitable Contributions   

Scan the QR code or visit  
missionsandiego.org/tax-letter-request 
to have a Statement of Charitible Con-
tributions sent to you via email.

Blood Drive
Mark your calendar! As part of  

our commitment to community, the 
Mission San Diego is hosting a blood 
drive on Sun, Feb 15, from 8:30 am to 
1:30 pm in the California Room. Please 
reserve a time to stop by and give the 
gift of life at tinyurl.com/y7n8ssy6.



6 February 15, 2026  | mission basilica san diego de alcalá | SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Discernment Group  
for Women

Ever wonder if God is calling you? Would you like to walk 
alongside other women also discerning? Contact Sister Katia 
Chavez, SJS at (760) 562-2727 if you are interested.

Visitor Center  
& Gift Shop

10% off 
All Items

Present this ad and get

Are you looking for a special gift? Look no 
further than our own Visitor Center and Gift Shop 

complete with religious articles, t-shirts, hats, 
mugs, and more! Gift certificates are also available. 
Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Self-guided 
tours of the Mission grounds begin there as well. 

For info, call (619) 281-8449.

 EXPIRES ON FEBRUARY 28, 2026

Mission-Aires
Welcoming New Members

The Mission-Aires promote goodwill and 
fellowship among parishioners of Mission Basilica 

San Diego de Alcalá and work closely with 
all organizations of the parish. We are open to 

parishioners age 50+.
Meetings every second Tuesday of the month  

(Sept - June). Doors open at 11:00 am, meeting at 
11:30 am. A delicious lunch is served at 12:00 pm. 

Yearly dues are $20; lunch $10.

Contact Mary Blakemore: mb92123@san.rr.com

Adult Formation ---
Study in Faith

  You are invited to a study The Bible 
Timeline: The Story of Salvation. Join 
us as we explore the sweeping narra-
tive of God’s plan of salvation, from 
Creation, to Christ, to the Church today. 
This engaging Bible study provides a clear, 
accessible, and prayerful walk through the entire story 
of Scripture. Whether you are new to Bible study 
or continuing your faith journey, this series will 
help you see the unity of God’s Word and deepen your 
love of Christ. Purchase a workbook (Cost $39.95) at 
ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-
story-of-salvation-2025. Also a Catholic translation of 
the Bible. The six-week course takes place on Tuesdays 
(Jan 13 - Feb 17; Apr 14 - May 19; Aug 11 - Sept 15; 
Oct 13 - Nov 17) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the California 
Room. There is no cost to attend, just your time! To reg-
ister, contact: Lissa Hutcheson, M.A. Lissahutcheson@
outlook.com or call (619) 804-8950.

If you are curious about what Catholics 
believe and are interested in learning more 
about the possibility of becoming a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, the “Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults” is for you! 
Interested persons are asked to contact Lis-
sa Hutcheson at lissahutcheson@outlook.com. 
Go to missionsandiego.org/ocia for more info.

O.C.I.A.
Adult Confirmation

The Mission San Diego de Alcalá is 
offering  an opportunity for baptized 
adult Catholics who have yet to be con-
firmed to complete their full initiation 
into the Catholic Church. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation is 
intended for persons who are already 
baptized Catholics, have received First Eucharist, are 
at least 18 years old, and are already committed to 
the practice of their Catholic faith. Open to registered 
parishioners of the Mission San Diego (or parishioners 
of other parishes with the written permission of their 
pastor). Please inquire with Fr. Dan Holgren by Mar 
3. Weekly catechetical meetings are on Tuesdays and 
continue for eight weeks.

Confirmation will be celebrated on Tue, May 26.  
For more info, contact Fr. Dan Holgren at dholgren@
missionsandiego.org.
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Men's Perspective Group
Join us in the Parish Office Conference Room from 4:00 

to 5:00 pm. Next meeting: Sun, Feb 15. For more info, txt: 
Jerry Kwasek (619) 742-9591.

Child / Youth Protection
Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of the cler-

gy, parish employee, or volunteer can be made by calling 
(858) 490-8353 or by sending an email to misconduct@
sdcatholic.org. Go to safeinourdiocese.org to read about 
efforts in the Diocese of San Diego to protect children, 
assist victims, and promote healing.

Social Action Committee 
With increasing prices and cutbacks from 

governmental sources for the funding of 
food pantries, a crisis is growing. Our 
neighbor, the Stella Apartments and the 
food bank at Holy Family Parish in Linda 
Vista are having difficulty keeping food 
on their shelves. Your generosity in bringing 
a couple cans of soup, chili or other non-perishable 
foods to church on the weekend of the first Sunday of the 
month helps greatly. In March, coin donations will go to Noah 
Homes – a home in Spring Valley for adults with disabilities.

San Diego State University

Are you interested in participating in a 
health program that includes free exercise
classes at Mission San Diego de Alcala?

Fe en Acción es un programa gratuito de salud y eje
las iglesias para mujeres latinas

ibach.faithinaction@sdsu.edu
619-594-3059

Homebound Ministry
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to 

receive the Holy Eucharist, a Homebound Minister can 
bring the Eucharist to you. Email Carmen Falcon at  
crmnflcn2920@gmail.com.
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