
Very Rev. Peter M. McGuine, Pastor
Rev. Daniel Holgren, Parochial Vicar • Rev. William Springer, Priest in Residence
Rev. Michael Kieler, Priest in Residence •Rev. Kevin Mullins, OSA, Auxiliary Priest

Dr. Thomas Kelly, Deacon

10818 San Diego Mission Rd. •  San Diego, CA 92108-2429  • (619) 283-7319 • missionsandiego.org

Mission Basilica San Diego de Alcalá
February 8, 2026February 8, 2026

Fifth Sunday
In Ordinary Time

Cookie Time
Nazareth School 8th-Graders  

Ella and Darla

Bishop Ramón Bejarano
Speaks at Social Action Committe's  
Restorative Justice Workshop, Jan 31
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Priest’s  
Intentions  
for Mass 

Masses at Mission Church unless noted 
SFC - Saint Francis Chapel

Sunday, February 8
~FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME~

5:30 pm Sat †Joey Izidoro
7:30 am †David Sewell 

9:00 am For the People of the Parish                      
9:00 am (SFC) †Dennis Joseph Kelly 

10:30 am †Victor Krueger
10:30 am (SFC) Intention of the Priest   
12:00 pm Julie Mason and Family 

5:30 pm (SFC) Intention of the Priest

Monday, February 9
~Weekday~

7:00 am †David Heskin         
5:30 pm †Michael Brown                    

Tuesday, February 10
~St. Scholastica, Virgin~

7:00 am Intention of the Priest      
5:30 pm †Manuel Teano     

Wednesday, February 11
~Our Lay of Lourdes~

[World Day of the Sick]
7:00 am Intention of the Priest      

5:30 pm †Kathy Taylor       

Thursday, February 12
~Weekday~

7:00 am Intention of the Priest    
5:30 pm †Margaret Mary Barrack  

Friday, February 13
~Weekday~

7:00 am †Rosemary Nahas        
5:30 pm Intention of the Priest        

Saturday, February 14
~Sts. Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop~

9:00 am (SFC) (Anointing of the Sick)
Intention of the Priest      

Sunday, February 15
~SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME~

5:30 pm Sat †James and †Gregory Ramm
7:30 am Intention of the Priest 

9:00 am †Mike and †Lorraine Elm                      
9:00 am (SFC) †Nelly Saroufim 

10:30 am Intention of the Priest
10:30 am (SFC) Intention of the Priest   

12:00 pm For the People of the Parish 
5:30 pm (SFC) †Claire Eileen McKenna

¡Siempre Adelante! is inspired by our founder, St. Junipero Serra,  
whose desire to serve was expressed in his motto: Always Forward!

Bulletin submissions must be requested a week or more prior to the desired Sunday.  
Please send requests via email to Anthony Tarantino at atarantino@missionsandiego.org.  

All submissions are subject to approval.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-7319

VISITOR CENTER/GIFT SHOP
Rhonda Sosa, Manager

Open daily - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 Tel: (619) 281-8449

MSGR. HALTER ARCHIVES
Hours - Tuesday & Thursday

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-6338

tfalcone@missionsandiego.org

BAPTISMS
Please call the Parish Office

MARRIAGES 
Preparation with priest at least  

9 months in advance.
Please call the Parish Office

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Principal: Annalisa Burgos  

Tel: (619) 641-7987
nazarethschool.org

MISSION HISTORY
missionsandiegohistory.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tel: (619) 624-0900

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
5:30 pm	 Saturday - Mission Church
7:30 am	 Sunday - Mission Church
9:00 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Contemporary Music 		
	 Group every other week) 	
	 and Mission Church
10:30 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Spanish) and Mission Church
12:00 pm	 Mission Church  
	 (Mission Choir)
5:30 pm	 St. Francis Chapel

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 am & 5:30 pm  

in the Mission Church
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

8:00 am in the Mission Church
HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS  

See bulletin

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm  

in the Mission Church or by appointment.

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30 to 11:35 am 
and 6:00 to 6:35 pm in the Mission Church

Parish Information

Readings For the Week
Online: https://bible.usccb.orgw



3FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | mission basilica san diego de alcalá | february 8, 2026

Covenants in Flesh and Blood
BY ALICE CAMILLE

Legal promises are 
mostly made of paper. 
The party of the first 
part agrees to X and 
the party of the second 
part reciprocates 

with Y. It's all very clean and tidy. 
Everyone knows what's expected of 
them. The contract is binding until it 
expires or the terms are broken or the 
page is torn up. When people breech 
these kinds of promises, the conse-
quences are also mostly composed of 
paper, this time, the monetary kind.

The biblical people of Israel con-
tracted a series of divine promises 
made of increasingly more binding 
materials: commandments written in 
stone and a kingdom that ran through 
a particular family's bloodline. Ulti-
mately God sealed a covenant with 
the nation as a whole. Circumcision 
marked the spot in flesh and blood. 
Wherever these people went, God 
would go with them—even into exile. 
This people-covenant was best ex-
pressed through the figure of Isaiah's 
faithful servant, who was summoned 

to act as a "light to the nations." The 
servant embodied the nation's call-
ing to be the radiant light that would 
serve as a beacon to the whole world, 
drawing everyone into God's 
promises.

People-covenants are 
harder to dispose of 
than the paper kind or 
even those chiseled in 
stone like the Deca-
logue. A covenant in 
flesh and blood is like 
the child in a faltering 
marriage whose reality and 
rootedness in a home beg to differ 
that the marriage-commitment never 
happened. Sacraments teach us how 
to understand sacred covenants: 
What God binds together cannot be 
dissolved by ripping up a page or 
writing a check. Baptism unites you 
with God through death and life to 
eternity. Eucharist makes you one 
with the life of Christ. Marriage and 
holy orders are both people-cov-
enants which are lasting and true. 
None of these promises are small 
matters, which is why Christians take 

them very seriously.
Saint Paul, schooled in Pharisaic 

arguments based on law, had counted 
heavily on covenants made of words. 

In his new life as an apostle of 
the gospel, he deliberately 

relinquished his depen-
dence on smart-talk 
and put all his confi-
dence in the sign of 
the cross. For him the 
cross was the greatest 

of all covenants made in 
flesh and blood. There is 

no way to shred or annul this 
promise. You can't buy it off with any 
substance the world values. God has 
staked God's claim on the world in 
the body and blood of God's Son. If 
you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you renew the bond that Christ-life 
has on you. The church is a peo-
ple-covenant to which the nations 
look for divine light.

 Reprinted with permission from 
preparetheword.com.

Alice Camille is a religious educator, Scripture 
commentator, and author of many books including 
This Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com.

 Request Your 2025 Statement 
of Charitable Contributions   

Scan the QR code or visit  
missionsandiego.org/tax-letter-request 
to have a Statement of Charitible Con-
tributions sent to you via email.

Blood Drive
Mark your calendar! As part of  

our commitment to community, the 
Mission San Diego is hosting a  
blood drive next Sun, Feb 15, from 
8:30 am to 1:30 pm in the California 
Room. Please reserve a time to stop  
by and give the gift of life at tinyurl.com/
y7n8ssy6.

Ash Wednesday: Feb 18
Masses with the Distribution of Ashes

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 5:30 pm, and 7:30 pm
All Masses in St. Francis Chapel

Fast & Abstinence
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of 

fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays 
during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms 
on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When 
fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well 
as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full 
meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat are 
binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from 
age 14 onwards.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
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Prayer Requests

PARISH SUPPORT
Jan 22-28, 2025

Plate:	 $5,352.00 
Envelope: 	 $8,432.89 
Online:	 $4,167.77 
Total:	 $17,952.66
Retirement for Religious	 $10,779.68

Thank you for your support of our parish!

An Alternative  
to Offertory Envelopes

The Mission San Diego offers an easy- 
to-use contribution system for both one-
time and recurring gifts. Powered by  
WeShare, electronic giving is safe, secure, 
and convenient. To learn more and get 

started, please scan the QR code or visit our website  
missionsandiego.org and select the “Donate Now” link. 

Catholic Q&A
QUESTION

Are near-death experiences real?

ANSWER
There is a lot of curiosity and fascination with the idea of 

an afterlife and communicating with those who have died. 
In movies, television shows, and numerous books, people 
make claims about their ability to communicate with the 
dead, or having had a near-death experience. There is no ob-
jective way to verify any of this. While details about people 
and events can be surprisingly accurate, it is just circum-
stantial evidence that might be explained in other ways.

On the other hand, when people have unusual experienc-
es, sometimes called near-death or out-of-body, it is real to 
them. They react with the emotions and thoughts that one 
would expect. At times, they report details they could not 
have known any other way, such as bits of conversation, 
or meeting people they had never known in this life. So 
certainly, to the person, they experience something. We be-
lieve in a life after death, we believe in the communion of 
saints. These things are not a contradiction to faith, but we 
should not base our faith on them, nor change our beliefs. 
They are unexplained and will likely remain so.

Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers:
Terry Baltes • Erin Dalton

Teresita Mendoza Espinosa
 Mike Gallivan • James Flynn 

Barry Nunns •  Baby Banks Griffin Ricci 
Mark Turner

Names remain listed for four weeks and can be renewed
by contacting the parish office at (619) 283-7319.

Around the Diocese
• Married couples are invited to attend a Diocesan Marriage 

Anniversary Mass on Sat, Feb 14 at 11:00 am at Church of 
the Resurrection (1445 Conway Dr, Escondido). The Mass will 
be celebrated by Bishop Pham and will celebrate the gift that 
marriage is to our spouses, families, and faith communities. 
Couples married outside the Church will be able to learn how 
to discern/prepare for marriage in the Church. For more info, 
contact John Prust at jprust@sdcatholic.org.

• A Beginning Experience Weekend for those divorced, 
widowed or separated will be held May 1-3 at Prince of Peace 
Abbey, Oceanside. The weekend focuses on healing and mov-
ing beyond grief in a supportive and caring environment with 
others that are going through and have gone through the same 
experiences. For info, contact beginningexperiencesd@gmail.
com or Vicki (858) 748-2273.

• Two Become One: Marriage Mystagogy meets on the 
first Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the Diocese's Pas-
toral Center, 3888 Paducah Dr, San Diego, for fellowship and 
practical, hands-on tools to help you in your marriage. Couples 
of all ages and stages are welcome. Sessions and topics will 
reflect the ongoing formation of newly married couples after 
the wedding. For more info, call (858) 490-8256.

Upcoming Rosaries
Make praying the rosary a part of your 

daily life.
• The Rosary is prayed immediately 

after the 7:00 am Mass, Mon - Fri, in the 
Mission Church.

•  A Rosary for Peace is prayed every third 
Sat of the month at 9:00 am. Join fellow parishioners 
at Nazareth School’s Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto 
to seek the intercession of Our Lady, Queen of Peace. Next 
rosary: Feb 21.

• A Rosary for the Eucharistic Revival is prayed on the first 
Wed of each month in La Sala following the 5:30 pm Mass. 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, next rosary is Mar 4.

•  A Pro-Life Rosary is prayed every first Thurs in the Mis-
sion Church at 5:00 pm. Next rosary: Mar 5. 
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Wedding Coordinator 
If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity, becoming a 

wedding coordinator might be the perfect ministry for you. 
Responsibilities include working with the bride and groom 
regarding their wedding rehearsal and liturgy. For info, con-
tact Jojo Randle at jrandle@missionsandiego.org.

World Day of the Sick
Feb 11 is commemorated as the World Day of the Sick. 

The theme for 2026, as chosen by Pope Leo XIV, is "The 
compassion of the Samaritan: Loving by bearing the pain of 
others." The Vatican's Dicastery for Promoting Integral Hu-
man Development said the theme “highlights this aspect of 
love of neighbor: love needs concrete gestures of closeness, 
through which we enter into the suffering of others, those 
who are ill, especially those who at the same time experience 
poverty, isolation and loneliness.”

The World Day of the Sick was established by Pope Saint 
John Paul II in 1992 to offer prayers for those who are 
suffering from illnesses. In establishing the day, Pope John 
Paul II said that he desired it to be "a special time of prayer 
and sharing, of offering one's suffering for the good of the 
Church, and of reminding everyone to see in his sick broth-
er or sister the face of Christ who, by suffering, dying, and 
rising, achieved the salvation of mankind."

Pope Saint John Paul II chose Feb 11 as the date because it 
coincides with the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, a title given 
to the Blessed Mother after her appearances to St. Bernadette 
Soubirous in Lourdes, France, in 1858.  Each year, millions 
travel to Lourdes, seeking healing.

The World Day of the Sick is also an opportunity to recog-
nize the ministry of health-care workers, hospital chaplains, 
and all who care for the sick, serving as a reminder that they 
are carrying on the healing ministry of Christ.

The anointing of the sick is administered to individuals 
suffering from physical, emotional, or mental illness. It 
is also administered to those having surgery, even routine 
procedures. In addition, the sacrament is appropriate for 
elderly weakened by advanced age or suffering from chronic 
or long-term illnesses. Anyone struggling or recovering from 
alcoholism or other addictions can also be anointed, as can 
individuals being treated with chemotherapy, radiation, or 
physical therapies.

Anointing of the Sick
The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

will be administered during Mass on 
Sat, Feb 14 in the St. Francis Chapel 
at 9:00 am. 

Who may receive the sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick?

• Baptized persons over the age of seven 
and whose health is seriously impaired by sickness or 
old age may receive the sacrament of healing.

• Those who are elderly may be anointed if they have 
become notably weakened even though no serious ill-
ness is present.

• Those who have have recently been anointed and 
whose illness has progressed may receive the sacrament 
again.

Caregivers and those who are able-bodied may consid-
er bringing someone who cannot come to the Mass on 
their own. A light reception will follow in the California 
Room. All are welcome. It is not necessary to RSVP. 

Lenten Fish Dinners
Lent is fast approaching and the Knights of Columbus 

and Columbiettes will again offer Friday fish dinners. Pre-
sale dinner tickets will be available on Feb 8 and Feb 15, 
after all Masses. Dinner tickets for adults are $20.00, chil-
dren (6- 12) $10.00. A "season-ticket" is $100.00, for six 
adult tickets (pay for 5 dinners, receive 6 dinner tickets). 
Adult beverages of wine and beer tickets are $5.00 Clam 
chowder is available for $5.00. Dinner is served between 
5:00 and 7:30 pm in the California Room on Fridays 
beginning Feb 20 through Mar 27.

Are you Registered?
Join our faith community by completing a registration 

form at missionsandiego.org or visit our Visitor Center 
during regular business hours.

Baby Clothes Needed
Birthline is in need of clothing warm winter clothes includ-

ing those for children, women’s clothes, maternity clothes, 
baby food, and pacifiers. Items can be brought to the Mission 
on the first weekend of every month. For more info, call 
Birthline at (858) 270-2491.

Holy Matrimony
CONGRATULATIONS TO

Alejandro Irizarry and Kylee Malsack
who were married at the Mission San Diego on Feb 7.

May the Lord continue to bless you both with his life and love!
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Discernment Group  
for Women

Ever wonder if God is calling you? Would you like to walk 
alongside other women also discerning? Contact Sister Katia 
Chavez, SJS at (760) 562-2727 if you are interested.

Visitor Center  
& Gift Shop

10% off 
All Items

Present this ad and get

Are you looking for a special gift? Look no 
further than our own Visitor Center and Gift Shop 

complete with religious articles, t-shirts, hats, 
mugs, and more! Gift certificates are also available. 
Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Self-guided 
tours of the Mission grounds begin there as well. 

For info, call (619) 281-8449.

 EXPIRES ON FEBRUARY 28, 2026

Adult Formation ---
Study in Faith

  You are invited to a study The Bible 
Timeline: The Story of Salvation. Join 
us as we explore the sweeping narra-
tive of God’s plan of salvation, from 
Creation, to Christ, to the Church today. 
This engaging Bible study provides a clear, 
accessible, and prayerful walk through the entire story 
of Scripture. Whether you are new to Bible study 
or continuing your faith journey, this series will 
help you see the unity of God’s Word and deepen your 
love of Christ. Purchase a workbook (Cost $39.95) at 
ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-
story-of-salvation-2025. Also a Catholic translation of 
the Bible. The six-week course takes place on Tuesdays 
(Jan 13 - Feb 17; Apr 14 - May 19; Aug 11 - Sept 15; 
Oct 13 - Nov 17) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the California 
Room. There is no cost to attend, just your time! To reg-
ister, contact: Lissa Hutcheson, M.A. Lissahutcheson@
outlook.com or call (619) 804-8950.

If you are curious about what Catholics 
believe and are interested in learning more 
about the possibility of becoming a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, the “Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults” is for you! 
Interested persons are asked to contact Lis-
sa Hutcheson at lissahutcheson@outlook.com. 
Go to missionsandiego.org/ocia for more info.

O.C.I.A.
Adult Confirmation

The Mission San Diego de Alcalá is 
offering  an opportunity for baptized 
adult Catholics who have yet to be con-
firmed to complete their full initiation 
into the Catholic Church. 

Adult Confirmation Preparation is in-
tended for persons who are already bap-
tized Catholics, have received First Eucharist, are at least 
18 years old, and are already committed to the practice 
of their Catholic faith. Open to registered parishioners of 
the Mission San Diego (or parishioners of other parish-
es with the written permission of their pastor). Please 
inquire by Mar 1. Weekly catechetical meetings are on 
Tuesdays and continue for eight weeks.

Confirmation will be celebrated on Tue, May 26.  
For more info, contact Fr. Dan Holgren at dholgren@
missionsandiego.org.

Mission-Aires
Join the Mission-Aires at 11:30 am on Tues, Feb 10 for 

their monthly luncheon. Come celebrate Valentine's Day 
with a meal of Meat Lasagna, Ceasar Salad, Garlic Bread 
and Canoli for dessert. Listen to romantic accordion 
music played by Jim Bianchi. All parishioners age 50+ are 
welcome, RSVP not necessary. Pay at door: Members $10 
Guests $15. Annual membership registration: $20.

The Mission San Diego serves as a 
host site for a Fr. Joe’s Villages do-
nation bin, located in the courtyard, 
accepting new and gently-used clothing 
and shoes. 

       Clothing Donation
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Men's Perspective Group
Join us in the Parish Office Conference Room from 

4:00 to 5:00 pm. Next meeting: Sun, Feb 15. For more 
info, txt: Jerry Kwasek (619) 742-9591.

Child / Youth Protection
Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of the 

clergy, parish employee, or volunteer can be made by 
calling (858) 490-8353 or by sending an email to mis-
conduct@sdcatholic.org. Go to safeinourdiocese.org to 
read about efforts in the Diocese of San Diego to protect 
children, assist victims, and promote healing.

Social Action Committee 
With increasing prices and cutbacks from 

governmental sources for the funding of 
food pantries, a crisis is growing. Our 
neighbor, the Stella Apartments and the 
food bank at Holy Family Parish in Linda 
Vista are having difficulty keeping food 
on their shelves. Your generosity in bringing 
a couple cans of soup, chili or other non-perishable 
foods to church on the weekend of the first Sunday of the 
month helps greatly. In March, coin donations will go to Noah 
Homes – a home in Spring Valley for adults with disabilities.

Flocknote
Keep in touch with parish events via text 

and email by signing up to receive our 
Flocknote. Sign up by texting the word 
“ALCALA” to 84576. 

San Diego State University

Are you interested in participating in a 
health program that includes free exercise
classes at Mission San Diego de Alcala?

Fe en Acción es un programa gratuito de salud y eje
las iglesias para mujeres latinas

ibach.faithinaction@sdsu.edu
619-594-3059

Father Joe's Fundraiser
Father Joe's Villages Ladies Guild will hold its annual 

fundraiser "Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme: A Cel-
ebration of American Folk Music" supporting the needs 
of over 120 children living at Father Joe's Villages on Feb 
16, from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm at The Dana on Mission 
Bay, 1710 Mission Bay Dr. Cost $70, includes free park-
ing. RSVP by Feb 6. Contact: Brenda Lane at Blanex@aol.
com or on volunteer tab at my.neighbor.org.

Follow us Online
www.missionsandiego.org

Homebound Ministry
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to 

receive the Holy Eucharist, a Homebound Minister can 
bring the Eucharist to you. Email Carmen Falcon at  
crmnflcn2920@gmail.com.
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