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Priest’s  
Intentions  
for Mass 

Masses at Mission Church unless noted 
SFC - Saint Francis Chapel

Sunday, September 13
~TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME~
5:30 pm (sat) Finley Leigh Dudenhefer    

7:30 am Juliette Bogdanovs    
9:00 am †Millie Higuesa 

9:00 am (sfc) Chuck Ebeling    
10:30 am †Maria E. Jimenez     

10:30 am (sfc) For the People of the Parish         
12:00 pm †Lester Teschner, Jr.
5:30 pm (sfc) †Werner Kramer

Monday, September 14
~THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS~ 

7:00 am †Virginia Mary Baker 
5:30 pm Ibette Baza                                 

    Tuesday, September 15
~Our Lady of Sorrows~ 

7:00 am Heather Trautmann 
5:30 pm †Ben Smith 

Wednesday, September 16
~Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs~ 

7:00 am Vienna Ivezaj & Family 
5:30 pm Intention of the Priest 

Thursday, September 17
~Weekday~ 

7:00 am †Robert Garcia 
5:30 pm †Polly Wagner

Friday, September 18
~Weekday~ 

7:00 am Grace Penick 
5:30 pm †John & †Anne Tridico 

Saturday, September 19
~Weekday~

NO MASS

Sunday, September 20
~TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME~
5:30 pm (sat) †Marilyn Meehan    

7:30 am Timothy Schatz     
9:00 am †Noel Norberto Sison 
9:00 am (sfc) †Dolores Egert    

10:30 am †Travis Nguyen     
10:30 am (sfc) †Maria E. Jimenez         

12:00 pm For the People of the Parish
5:30 pm (sfc) †Bob Weishan

¡Siempre Adelante! is inspired by our founder, St. Junipero Serra,  
whose desire to serve was expressed in his motto: Always Forward!

Bulletin submissions must be requested a week or more prior to the desired Sunday.  
Please send requests via email to Anthony Tarantino at atarantino@missionsandiego.org.  

All submissions are subject to approval.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-7319

VISITOR CENTER/GIFT SHOP
Rhonda Sosa, Manager

Open daily - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 Tel: (619) 281-8449

MSGR. HALTER ARCHIVES
Hours - Tuesday & Thursday

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-6338

tfalcone@missionsandiego.org

BAPTISMS
Please call the Parish Office

MARRIAGES 
Preparation with priest at least  

9 months in advance.
Please call the Parish Office

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tel: (619) 624-0900

MISSION HISTORY
missionsandiegohistory.org

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Principal: Annalisa Lira  

Tel: (619) 641-7987
nazarethschool.org

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
5:30 pm	 Saturday - Mission Church
7:30 am	 Sunday - Mission Church
9:00 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Contemporary Music 		
	 Group every other week) 	
	 and Mission Church
10:30 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Spanish) and Mission Church
12:00 pm	 Mission Church  
	 (Mission Choir)
5:30 pm	 St. Francis Chapel

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 am & 5:30 pm  

in the Mission Church
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

8:00 am in the Mission Church
HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS  

See bulletin

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm  

in the Mission Church or by appointment.

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30 to 11:35 am 
and 6:00 to 6:35 pm in the Mission Church

Parish Information

Readings For the Week
Online: https://bible.usccb.org
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Forgiveness Lessons
BY ALICE CAMILLE

Years ago I wrote a lit-
tle book on forgiveness. 
It was supposed to be a 
quick read, something 
you could absorb in one 
sitting. But the longer 

I spent at the task, the more I realized 
that forgiveness is not a short subject. I 
tried to contain it in four easy chapters 
like the publisher asked. I wanted to 
encircle the topic neatly in categories 
of “Confession, Contrition, Compen-
sation, and Correction,” in the clever 
terminology of my cowriter Father Paul 
Boudreau. The four C’s, as any Cath-
olic will recognize, are the four steps 
involved in the Rite of Reconciliation. 
But I’m found that forgiveness is big-
ger than a ritual, more than a method to 
be taught, deeper than just cleaning up 
the mess behind us, and more expen-
sive than saying I’m sorry. Forgiveness 
won’t stuff all nice and docile into a lit-
tle pocket-sized book. Like an octopus, 
it dangles its multiple limbs in every 
direction most inconveniently. 

Take the issue of rites, for example. 
Is forgiveness another name for the 
sacrament more formally known as 
Penance? Well, yes, but the Eucharist is 
our premiere sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, according to our theology. Baptism, 
too, accomplishes the forgiveness of sin. 
Already, you can see the octopus curling 
through our sacramental system, taking 
up far more room than you anticipated.

Is forgiveness a matter of mending the 
breach between you and me, or us and 
God? Frankly, both; and also mending 
the tear between my true self and the 
false self I often inhabit. Is forgiveness 
a spiritual business or a psychological 
one? Again, it’s both. But let’s not forget 
it also has a physical dimension, because 
the gnawing consequences of unfor-
giveness can break the health of mind 
and body, and also a social one, since 

patterns of unforgiveness can affect fam-
ilies and communities for many genera-
tions, as scripture was early to point out. 
Far from being a short subject, the mat-
ter of forgiveness becomes a fundamen-
tal and critical one with ramifications at 
every level of human experience.

What would Jesus do?
I wish there were a simple solution to 

the problem of forgiveness. But even 
Peter, who had Jesus in front of him in 
person on a daily basis, didn’t seem to 
know what Jesus would do the eighth 
time a brother might sin against him. 
Peter experiences the limits of human 
patience and forbearance in his own re-
lationships. He wants to know how long 
a truly good person ought to put up with 
the abuse of his or her charity.

But Jesus refuses to consider forgive-
ness in terms of what’s reasonable or 
even humanly possible. When Jesus tells 
his parable about the servant forgiven a 
great debt, there is no discussion at all 
of how long to forgive someone who 
offends, or even how to do it, period. 
The emphasis in the story is not on the 
mechanics of forgiveness but only on 
the motivation. We forgive our fellow 
human beings, umpteen times seven 
times, not because they deserve it but 
because we ourselves have been forgiv-
en a king’s ransom.

As far as Jesus is concerned, this is the 
whole of forgiveness in a nutshell: Our 
obligation matches the largess we have 
received, which is incalculable. Never 
mind ruminating on who did what to 
whom and how often. Yes, there may 
be pain and anger and certainly there 
can be just cause for grievance. Jesus 
doesn’t argue those points. But gnawing 
on those components will not free us to 
do the one thing we are expected to do 
as servants relieved of all our debts, and 
that’s to forgive our debtors, free and 
clear.

But how do we do that?
Ben Sira prefers the spiritual purge: 

“Remember death and decay,” he recom-
mends. Some of us might make use of the 
negative notion of being caught dead with 
unforgiveness on our souls as the cattle 
prod to keep the spiritual slate clean. But 
others might also consider the terrible debt 
we pay in this life when we carry wrath 
and bitterness around in our hearts. Many 
mental health professionals and wellness 
experts are suggesting that the trap of 
unforgiveness plays a large share in what 
causes human suffering. And because sin 
tends to skip from the microcosm to the 
macrocosm, a glance at the international 
political scene reveals the damage done 
when one community chooses to escalate 
offenses rather than reconcile with their of-
fenders. If forgiveness “looses” the effects 
of sin, then unforgiveness holds history 
bound to them, and each new generation 
in bondage as well.

We “cherish” our wrath, Ben Sira 
observes, and “nourish” our anger with 
frequent recitations of our neighbor’s 
culpability. “Remember the Most High’s 
covenant,” he concludes. But we are 
tempted to remember only the wrongs 
committed against us and uphold our 
own situational innocence.

The person who practices habits of 
forgiveness, however, remembers God’s 
surpassing kindnesses above all, as the 
psalmist suggests. This is the same God 
who prefers not to recall our guilt but 
pardons and releases it. If we dedicated 
the same amount of time normally spent 
nursing our injuries on giving thanks 
for God’s mercy and goodness to us, 
the forgiveness habit might overtake us 
quite naturally.

Reprinted with permission 
from preparetheword.com.

Alice Camille is a religious educator, Scripture  
commentator, and author of many books including 
This Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com.
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PARISH SUPPORT
Aug 27 - Sept 2, 2026

Plate: 	 $6,175.58  
Envelope:	 $6,905.00 
Online:	 $5,596.80 
Total:	 $18,677.38

 Thank you for your support of our parish!

An Alternative  
to Offertory Envelopes

The Mission San Diego offers an easy- 
to-use contribution system for both one-
time and recurring gifts. Powered by  
WeShare, electronic giving is safe, secure, 
and convenient. To learn more and get start-

ed, please scan the QR code or visit our website  
missionsandiego.org and select the “Donate Now” link. 

Prayer Requests
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers:

Filipinas Milag Buan •  Suzanne Elassis
Kate Foster • James Flynn 

Sebastian Guerra • Mark Antonio Hernandez
Randy Little • Mary Macie • Maria Ines Martin  

Bernardo Orozco Olivares • Pamela Phillips 
Sara Plaisted • Cynthia Rainbolt •  Steve Sabat 
Craig Smith • Joyful Smith • Savannah Smith  

Helen Spino • Mark Turner
Gabriel Velasquez • Chris Wamsley 

 • Victims of earthquakes and natural disasters
• Deployed personnel serving in our  

Armed Forces and their families
Names remain listed for four weeks and can be renewed

by contacting the parish office at (619) 283-7319. Discernment Group  
for Women

Ever wonder if God is calling you? Would you like to walk 
alongside other women also discerning? Contact Sister Katia 
Chavez, SJS at (760) 562-2727.

Poor Box
The Mission San Diego's "poor box" is located in the 

wall of the Mission Church, near the main courtyard door. 
Money collected helps support our Social Action Commit-
tee and other charities that benefit the poor.

Upcoming Rosaries
Make praying the rosary a part of your 

daily life.
• The Rosary is prayed immediately after 

the 7:00 am Mass, Mon - Fri, in the Mission 
Church.

•  A Rosary for Peace is prayed every third 
Sat of the month at 9:00 am. Join fellow parishioners at Naza-
reth School’s Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto to seek the interces-
sion of Our Lady, Queen of Peace. Next rosary: Sept 19.

• A Rosary for the Eucharistic Revival is prayed on the first 
Wed of each month in La Sala following the 5:30 pm Mass. 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, next rosary is Oct 6.

•  A Pro-Life Rosary is prayed every first Thurs in the Mis-
sion Church at 5:00 pm. Next rosary: Oct 7. 

Homebound Ministry
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to re-

ceive the Holy Eucharist, a Homebound Minister can bring 
the Eucharist to you. Email Carmen Falcon at  
crmnflcn2920@gmail.com.

Flocknote
Keep in touch with parish events via text/email by signing up 

to get our Flocknote. Sign up by texting “ALCALA” to 84576. 

Altar Linen Ministry
The Mission’s Altar Linen Ministry is looking for volun-

teers for the 2027 calendar year. Volunteers are responsible 
for picking up, cleaning, ironing, folding and returning all 
linens used at the Masses of our parish. To learn more, or 
to volunteer, contact Iraiz Altamirano at iraizaltamirano@
gmail.com or call (619) 248-6708.
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Baptism
Welcome to the Christian Family! 

Frida May Macke 
Baptized on Sept 13

“You have become a new creation and clothed yourself in Christ…”

10450 Friars Rd Suite T  
San Diego, CA 92120

Visit us online: troysgreek.com

Open 7 days a week:  
9:00 am - 9:00 pm

Phone: (619) 281-7741

ALL YOU CAN EAT

MORE THAN 25 MENU ITEMS (9AM - 2PM)

Troy’s Greek Restaurant
1 mile Northeast of  Mission San Diego

Catholic Q&A
QUESTION

What is the history behind feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross?

ANSWER:
Emperor Constantine’s mother, Helena, is credited with 

having discovered the true cross around 330. She traveled 
to the Holy Land and uncovered the places associated 
with Jesus’ life. Legend has it that Helena uncovered three 
crosses but was not able to detect the true cross until each 
of them was laid on a leper. Only one of them cured the 
leper, proving it to be the true cross. A great church was 
built at the site, and soon various portions of the cross were 
sent to other churches as relics to be venerated.

The day after the dedication of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, September 14, 335, the actual cross was 
displayed for veneration. Egeria, a women traveler to 
Jerusalem around the year 386, kept a diary that has 
survived. She tells of the unique veneration of the wood 
of the cross that took place on Good Friday, something 
maintained ritually to this very day.

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross focuses on the gift of 
love that Jesus manifested by his total gift of self, offered 
for all. The cross, the ultimate form of capital punishment 
in its day, has become for us the ultimate symbol of love 
and triumph over evil and death.

Faith Formation
Catechesis is a lifelong process 

for all levels and all ages.
Ongoing faith formation is essential 

to help evangelize and transform the world.
We are accepting registrations  

through the end of Sept.
REGISTER NOW  

FOR 2026-27 YEAR
CLASSES BEGIN TODAY

Faith Formation (Pre-K to Level 8), 2026-27
Confirmation Preparation (High School), 2026-27

For more information and fees, go to
missionsandiego.org/faith-formation

REGISTRATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASSES

Docent Classes
Are you retired and searching for new opportunities? 

Mission San Diego may have a place for you. Join our docent 
program and meet new friends and become a part of a wel-
coming community; expand  your knowledge of the rich his-
tory of California’s 21 Missions; welcome and connect with 
school groups from near and far; greet visitors from around 
the world who come to experience the history and beauty of 
our Mission; and make a meaningful contribution by sharing 
your time, knowledge, and enthusiasm with others. Our Do-
cents are volunteer tour guides and we welcome you. Classes  
begin on Sat, Oct 3 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm and continue 
every Saturday for six weeks. For more info, contact Janet 
Bartel at missionalcalatours@gmail.com.

The Columbiettes at Mission San Diego will be collecting do-
nations for wreaths that will be laid at the graves of our veterans 
across the U.S. and abroad to remember our fallen U.S. veterans, 
honor those who serve, and teach our children the value of free-
dom. Donations will be collected after Masses on Nov 7-8.

Wreaths Across America
Save the Date
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If you are curious about what Catholics 
believe and are interested in learning 
more about the possibility of becoming 
a member of the Catholic Church, the 
“Order of Christian Initiation of Adults” 
is for you! Interested persons are asked to 
contact Lissa Hutcheson at lissahutcheson@out-
look.com. Go to missionsandiego.org/ocia for more info.

O.C.I.A.Around the Diocese
• The Father Joe’s Villages Ladies Guild is hosting their 

annual “Membership Luncheon”, free to new members, on 
Mon, Sept 14 from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm at St. Gregory the 
Great Parish Hall,11451 Blue Cypress Dr. San Diego.This is a 
non-denominational, all volunteer woman’s organization that 
raises funds and provides hands-on support to help the chil-
dren of our neighbors experiencing homelessness. For info, 
contact: vcallana@kent.edu or call (760) 703-8264

• Are you looking to rediscover the spark that was there on 
your wedding day? Sign up for an upcoming Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience on Sept 18-20 at Mission 
San Luis Rey. Food and lodging are provided. Early registra-
tion is highly recommended. For more info go to: wwme.org.

• Retrouvaille is a Catholic ministry for married couples fac-
ing difficult challenges in their relationship. Retreats in Spanish 
(Sept 18-19) and  English (Sept 25-26) will be held in San Di-
ego County. For more info, go to helpourmarriage-sandiego.org.

• Bring your friends for an evening of line dancing and fund-
raising at Birthline’s Lineup for Birthline on Sat, Oct 3 from 
6:30 to 10:30 pm at St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, 1945 
Ilion St., San Diego. The night features a BBQ dinner catered by 
The Pub, line dance instruction, Western music and fun for all. 
For more info, go to birthlineofsd.org or call (858) 412-5867.

• The five-year journey towards the 500th anniversary of the 
apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe begins on Sat, Oct 10, 
2026, at the Cathedral Catholic High School gym (5555 Del 
Mar Heights Road, San Diego) from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm. There 
will be a procession with the Tilma Relic, prayer service, rosary, 
live Mariachi, and festival! All are welcome to attend! For more 
info, go to sdcatholic.org/guadalupe2031.

Are you Registered?
Join our faith community by completing a registration 

form at missionsandiego.org or visit our Visitor Center 
during regular business hours.

Gift Shop Volunteers
Our Visitor Center and Gift Shop is seeking volunteers. 

For info, contact Rhonda Sosa at rsosa@missionsandiego.org.

Follow us Online
www.missionsandiego.org
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Extraordinary Ministers  
of Holy Communion Needed
Have you ever considered serving as an 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Com-
munion at the Mission Basilica San 
Diego de Alcalá?

We are seeking faithful parishioners 
who regularly participate in Mass and 
demonstrate reverence, commitment to God, 
and dedication to our parish community. If you have been 
inspired by the joyful and prayerful service of our Eucha-
ristic Ministers, perhaps God is calling you to serve in this 
important ministry.

Qualified individuals must be: 1) at least 15 years of age; 
2) a Baptized and Confirmed Catholic; 3) living an exempla-
ry Christian life and are respected within the faith communi-
ty; and 4) in a valid marriage in the Church, if married.

Training will be provided for those called to this ministry. 
If you are interested in learning more or wish to become an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, please contact 
Nora Smyth at norasmyth619@gmail.com.

"The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian 
life." Let the Lord use your gifts in service to His Church.

The Mission San Diego serves as a host 
site for a Fr. Joe’s Villages donation bin, 
located in the courtyard, accepting new and 
gently-used clothing and shoes. Please be 
advised, this bin is for clothing and shoes 
ONLY.

Clothing Donation

Annual Catholic Appeal
Our Diocesan-assigned goal is: $94,000

Brochures are available in the Mission Church,  
St. Francis Chapel, and the parish office.

Or, go to the ACA link on missionsandiego.org

Singers Wanted
The Mission Choir is recruiting singers. 

Those interested must be committed to 
Thurs. night rehearsals and 12:00 pm Sun-
day Masses. If interested, contact Rebecca 
Pirtle at (619) 832-4917 or Gene Regard at 
generegard2@gmail.com.

Social Action Committee 
Our neighbors, the Stella Apartments and the food bank 

at Holy Family Parish in Linda Vista are having difficulty 
keeping food on their shelves. Please bring a couple cans of 
soup, chili or other non-perishable foods to church on the 
weekend of the first Sunday of the month, it helps greatly. 
In Oct, coin donations will go to Children of the Immacu-
late Heart, a home for girls who have been trafficked.



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  |  www.4lpi.com Mission San Diego De Alcala  |  05-1697


