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Priest’s  
Intentions  
for Mass 

Masses at Mission Church unless noted 
SFC - Saint Francis Chapel

Sunday, May 17
~THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD~

5:30 pm (sat) Mother’s Day Novena
7:30 am †Gloria Quinto 

9:00 am †Lourdes T. Evarts                    
9:00 am (sfc) †Christine McDonnell Haas

10:30 am †Xavier & †Rita McDonnell      
10:30 am (sfc) †Rebeca Lopez Valadez  

12:00 pm Mother’s Day Novena
5:30 pm (sfc) For the People of the Parish-

Monday, May 18
~Easter Weekday~

7:00 am †Michael Hettinger
5:30 pm Mother’s Day Novena      

Tuesday, May 19
~Easter Weekday~

7:00 am †Virginia Salazar
5:30 pm †John Schmidt          

Wednesday, May 20
~Easter Weekday~

7:00 am Bev Reynolds
5:30 pm †Lois Simmons          

Thursday, May 21
~Easter Weekday~

7:00 am †Anthony David Castorena
5:30 pm †Suzanne Dutcher         

Friday, May 22
~Easter Weekday~

7:00 am Lori Andrews 
5:30 pm †Mr. & †Mrs. Nilo Carnaje           

Saturday, May 23
No Mass 

Sunday, May 24
~PENTECOST SUNDAY~

5:30 pm (sat) Marvine Williamson
7:30 am Tomi Waters Mata 

9:00 am †Donna Grillo                   
9:00 am (sfc) †Margo Anne and  

                                 †Brenda D’Angelo      
10:30 am †Robert E. Crossette      
10:30 am (sfc) †Gloria Quinto  
12:00 pm †Michael Morongell

5:30 pm (sfc) For the People of the Parish

¡Siempre Adelante! is inspired by our founder, St. Junipero Serra,  
whose desire to serve was expressed in his motto: Always Forward!

Bulletin submissions must be requested a week or more prior to the desired Sunday.  
Please send requests via email to Anthony Tarantino at atarantino@missionsandiego.org.  

All submissions are subject to approval.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-7319

VISITOR CENTER/GIFT SHOP
Rhonda Sosa, Manager

Open daily - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 Tel: (619) 281-8449

MSGR. HALTER ARCHIVES
Hours - Tuesday & Thursday

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-6338

tfalcone@missionsandiego.org

BAPTISMS
Please call the Parish Office

MARRIAGES 
Preparation with priest at least  

9 months in advance.
Please call the Parish Office

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tel: (619) 624-0900

MISSION HISTORY
missionsandiegohistory.org

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Principal: Annalisa Burgos  

Tel: (619) 641-7987
nazarethschool.org

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
5:30 pm	 Saturday - Mission Church
7:30 am	 Sunday - Mission Church
9:00 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Contemporary Music 		
	 Group every other week) 	
	 and Mission Church
10:30 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Spanish) and Mission Church
12:00 pm	 Mission Church  
	 (Mission Choir)
5:30 pm	 St. Francis Chapel

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 am & 5:30 pm  

in the Mission Church
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

8:00 am in the Mission Church
HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS  

See bulletin

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm  

in the Mission Church or by appointment.

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30 to 11:35 am 
and 6:00 to 6:35 pm in the Mission Church

Parish Information

Readings For the Week
Online: https://bible.usccb.org



3THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD | mission basilica san diego de alcalá | MAY 17, 2026

Catch Some Air
BY ALICE CAMILLE

When athletes in 
racing, basketball, or 
other sports leave the 
ground even for a few 
seconds, they are said to 
“catch air.” Especially 

when it comes to basketball, most of 
those players have a higher perspective 
than the rest of us who are only walk-
ing around! The euphoria of getting 
off your feet and into the air, however, 
lends an additional sensation not unlike 
our childhood dreams of flying. We feel 
somehow less materially bound, more 
than a mortal, if only for an instant.

Maybe folks who feel compelled to 
climb every mountain or walk a tight-
rope or do daredevil stunts in a skate-
board park are answering that same 
wild urge to transcend mortal boundar-
ies and catch some of that rarified air. 
Maybe it was a similar urge that drove 
Saint Peter to get out of a boat and 
walk toward Jesus on the water. Being 
human weights us down with cares and 

limitations, a sometimes-leaden past or 
a sense of our own futility. Don’t we 
all feel a desire to be able to float up 
and away from everything that keeps 
us pinned to the ground and all of the 
“have-tos” of our existence?

Is there a way we are invited to ascend 
with Jesus on this feast? He asks his 
disciples to do just that in the 40 days 
Luke tells us he spoke with them after 
the Resurrection. After Jesus presents 
himself so improbably alive and glori-
fied, he instructs them once more about 
the kingdom of God. Admittedly, he had 
a lot to say about God’s reign before 
he was crucified, but it seems as if they 
were asleep at the time. Now they’re 
wide awake, blasted open by the trauma 
and the magnificence of the Triduum 
events (are we?), better prepared to hear 
what he’s been saying all along.

Yet still, what do they ask him when 
they have this wonderful opportunity? 
“Will you restore the kingdom of Israel 
now?” They have yet to ascend, these 
friends of Jesus. They’re still fretting 

about temporal kingdoms and earthly 
authority. It’s as if Jesus said to them, 
“My friends, come up higher!” and they 
persisted in responding, “But lower is 
so much more familiar and comfort-
able!”

We sympathize with these friends of 
Jesus because we, too, find ascension a 
challenging way to go. So much locks 
us down to Earth: the pursuit of a living, 
the need to pay bills, the obligation to 
care for children and elders, the poli-
tics demanded by our social contract, 
the fragility of bodies not built to last. 
When we are asked to lift our gaze and 
maybe even catch some air by adopting 
a Kingdom perspective, it can seem 
impractical and even implausible. If 
we remain Earthbound, though, most 
of what Jesus said won’t make much 
sense.

 Reprinted with permission from 
preparetheword.com.

Alice Camille is a religious educator, Scripture 
commentator, and author of many books including 
This Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com.

Upcoming Rosaries
Make praying the rosary a part of your daily life.
• The Rosary is prayed immediately after 

the 7:00 am Mass, Mon - Fri, in the Mis-
sion Church.

• A Rosary for the Eucharistic Revival is 
prayed on the first Wed of each month in La 
Sala following the 5:30 pm Mass. Sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus, next rosary is Jun 3.

•  A Pro-Life Rosary is prayed every first Thurs in the 
Mission Church at 5:00 pm. Next rosary: Jun 4. 

•  A Rosary for Peace is prayed every third Sat of the month 
at 9:00 am. Join fellow parishioners at Nazareth School’s Our 
Lady of Lourdes Grotto to seek the intercession of Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace. Next rosary: Jun 20.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers:

Paloma Bravence • Diane Cabrera 
Suzanne Elassis • Sammie Montali

Cynthia Rainbolt • Nick Sokach 
Mark Turner • Joey Umali  

Deployed personnel serving in our  
Armed Forces and their families

Names remain listed for four weeks and can be renewed
by contacting the parish office at (619) 283-7319.

Gift Shop Volunteers
Our Visitor Center and Gift Shop is seeking volunteers. 

For info, contact Rhonda Sosa at rsosa@missionsandiego.org.

Funeral Announcements
Ken Hoye

Funeral Mass on Tue, May 19, 11:00 am 
in St. Francis Chapel;  

Interment at Miramar National Cemetery  
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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PARISH SUPPORT
April 30-May 6, 2026

Plate: 	 $5,636.00 
Envelope:	 $8,514.00 
Online:	 $7,571.99 
Total:	 $21,721.99 

Thank you for your support of our parish!

An Alternative  
to Offertory Envelopes

The Mission San Diego offers an easy- 
to-use contribution system for both one-
time and recurring gifts. Powered by  
WeShare, electronic giving is safe, secure, 
and convenient. To learn more and get start-

ed, please scan the QR code or visit our website  
missionsandiego.org and select the “Donate Now” link. 

Cathechist Classes
A Basic Catechist Formation Certification Course will be 

held from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm twice a month — on Saturdays 
— from Jun 13 -- Sep 26 at Mission San Diego de Alcalá. 
This is intended for the certification of new catechists and is 
designed for individuals entrusted in passing on the faith, those 
who desire to deepen their knowledge of the Catholic faith, or 
anyone interested in serving as a minister within their parish or 
community. The registration fee is $75 Those interested should 
call (858) 490-8237 or visit sdcatholicdisciples.net.

The Ascension of the Lord
Where did he go? Many times when we think of those who 

have died, we imagine escape from this world to a purely 
spiritual place. Jesus' Ascension can leave us in a place of 
confusion. What happens to Jesus? And why does this matter 
to us? 

The Ascension has been confirmed in the Creed for two mil-
lennia. In Jesus' Ascension, we're invited to consider our own 
ultimate end. Regardless of death's reality now, we believe in 
the resurrection of the body and the reunification of body and 
soul. One day, earth and heaven will meet perfectly and with-
out end. We anticipate this "new heaven and a new earth" at 
every Mass and throughout the beauty, truth, and love of the 
Church and her members. Today, celebrate a foreshadowing 
of the fullness we all await!

Baptisms
Welcome to the Christian Family! 

Lilian Patricia Bryan
John Luke Gerard Haverkamp

Devon June Kilcoyne
Shane Robert Kilcoyne

Baptized on May 17

“You have become a new creation and clothed yourself in Christ…”

Save the Date
The Festival of the Bells will be held from July 17-19.

TO PURCHASE TICKETS, GO TO square.link/u/TUO3h22W
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Holy Matrimony
CONGRATULATIONS TO

Justin Day and Myra Holgren
who were married at the Mission San Diego on May 16.

May the Lord continue to bless you both with his life and love!

Flocknote
Keep in touch with parish events via text/email by signing up 

to get our Flocknote. Sign up by texting “ALCALA” to 84576. 

Are you Registered?
Join our faith community by completing a registration 

form at missionsandiego.org or visit our Visitor Center 
during regular business hours.

Singers Wanted
The Mission Choir is recruiting singers. Those interested 

must be committed to Thurs. night rehearsals and 12:00 pm 
Sunday Masses. If interested, contact Rebecca Pirtle at (619) 
832-4917 or Gene Regard at generegard2@gmail.com.

The Social Action Committee is collecting yarn to bene-
fit a weekly knitting/crochet group at Fr. Joe's Villages. If 
you have extra yarn #4 or higher or extra knitting needles, 
please bring them on Jun 7 with your first Sunday food 
offering. Thank you!

Yarn Donation

The Mission San Diego serves as a host 
site for a Fr. Joe’s Villages donation bin, 
located in the courtyard, accepting new 
and gently-used clothing and shoes.

Clothing Donation

Thank You
The Nazareth School community extends our sincere grati-

tude to all of the generous sponsors who supported this year’s 
Golf Fundraiser. Your partnership, generosity, and commit-
ment to our students helped make the event a tremendous 
success. Because of your support, we are able to continue 
enhancing educational opportunities and enriching programs 
for our school community. Thank you for investing in the 
mission of Nazareth School and for making a lasting impact 
on our students and families.

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS

DiBuduo DeFendis Insurance
Sisters of Nazareth  

(San Diego & Los Angeles)
Bridge Coast Realty

Firstmark Contracting

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS
Tarantula Hill Brewing Co.
Ponce's Mexican Restaurant

Lucia Capital Group
Dang Brother Pizza Company

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS
Darcie A.F. Colihan, Esq.  
DMW, Trusts and Estates

The Voss Family
Van Hoose Optometric

Edco Disposal 
Mission Trails Financial

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS
Atlas Crane
Enzo Sports

Nazareth Parent Teacher  
Group (PTG)

Faith Formation
Catechesis is a lifelong process for all levels and all ages.

Ongoing faith formation is essential to help
evangelize and transform the world.

We are accepting registrations through the end of Sept.
REGISTER NOW

Faith Formation (Pre-K to Level 8), 2026-27
Confirmation Preparation (High School), 2026-27

For more information and pricing, go to
missionsandiego.org/faith-formation

Prices increase on July 1 
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Discernment Group  
for Women

Ever wonder if God is calling you? Would you like to walk 
alongside other women also discerning? Contact Sister Katia 
Chavez, SJS at (760) 562-2727.

Visitor Center  
& Gift Shop

10% off 
All Items

Present this ad and get

Are you looking for a special gift? Look no 
further than our own Visitor Center and Gift Shop 

complete with religious articles, t-shirts, hats, 
mugs, and more! Gift certificates are also available. 
Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Self-guided 
tours of the Mission grounds begin there as well. 

For info, call (619) 281-8449.

 EXPIRES ON MAY 31, 2026

Adult Formation ---
Study in Faith

  You are invited to a study The Bible 
Timeline: The Story of Salvation. Join 
us as we explore the sweeping narra-
tive of God’s plan of salvation, from 
Creation, to Christ, to the Church today. 
This engaging Bible study provides a clear, 
accessible, and prayerful walk through the entire story 
of Scripture. Whether you are new to Bible study or 
continuing your faith journey, this series will help 
you see the unity of God’s Word and deepen your love of 
Christ. Purchase a workbook (Cost $39.95) at ascension-
press.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salva-
tion-2025. Also a Catholic translation of the Bible. Three, 
six-week blocks (taking place on Tuesdays) remain (Apr 14 
- May 19; Aug 11 - Sept 15; Oct 13 - Nov 17) from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm in the California Room. There is no cost to attend, 
just your time! To register, contact: Lissa Hutcheson, DMin, 
Lissahutcheson@outlook.com or call (619) 804-8950.

Around the Diocese
• Bishop Michael Pham invites all families to join him 

in celebrating our Catholic faith as we are “One Body in 
Christ” on Sat, May 23, at Cathedral Catholic High School, 
5555 Del Mar Heights Rd, San Diego. This annual event , 
which celebrates the mosaic of cultures and languages that 
bring our faith to life in our diocese, starts with Mass at 11:00 
am followed by a festival where Catholic communities will 
share their history and culture with free food samplings and 
musical entertainment. 

• San Diego Catholic Worker will "Celebrate 50 Years of 
Service" with lunch and entertainment on Sat, May 30 from 
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm in the St. Mary Magdaline Church Hall, 
1945 Illion Street, San Diego. Cost is $30. Advance payments 
can be made at sandiegocatholicworker.org.

• Rachel's Hope is putting on a Healing Retreat after 
Abortion from May 29-31 at St. Mary’s, 102 East 13th Ave. 
Escondido. This event is recognized by the Diocese of San 
Diego and confidentiality is maintained. Group size is limited. 
Cost $130; partial scholarships available. For info, call or text 
Andrea Finch, (619) 244-5021or RachelsHope.org.

• John Paul the Great Catholic University invites you to 
attend the blessing of their new Creative Arts Complex in Escon-
dido by Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone on Sat, Jun 13 at 1:30 
pm. This state-of-the-art facility will support students in film, act-
ing, design, and more, forming artists to impact culture for Christ. 
To RSVP for free, please visit jpcatholic.edu/go/grandopening

• It is time to get your marriage in shape. Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter is better than any college course. In just one 
short weekend (Jun 26-28), you can learn a technique for com-
munication that will keep your marriage on the right track to be 
healthy. For more info, go to wwme.org. Early registration is 
recommended. 

If you are curious about what Catholics believe and are 
interested in learning more about the possibility of becom-
ing a member of the Catholic Church, the “Order of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults” is for you! Interested persons are 
asked to contact Lissa Hutcheson at lissahutcheson@
outlook.com. Go to missionsandiego.org/ocia for 
more info.

O.C.I.A.

Men's Perspective Group
Join us in the Parish Office Conference Room from 4:00 

to 5:00 pm. Next meeting: Sun, May 17. For more info, 
txt: Jerry Kwasek (619) 742-9591.
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Baby Clothes Needed
Birthline is in need of clothing, including those for chil-

dren, women’s clothes, maternity clothes, baby food, and 
pacifiers. Items can be brought to the Mission on the first 
weekend of every month. For more info, call Birthline at 
(858) 270-2491.

Homebound Ministry
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to 

receive the Holy Eucharist, a Homebound Minister can 
bring the Eucharist to you. Email Carmen Falcon at  
crmnflcn2920@gmail.com.

Wedding Coordinator 
If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity, becoming a 

wedding coordinator might be the perfect ministry for you. 
Responsibilities include working with the bride and groom 
regarding their wedding rehearsal and liturgy. For info, con-
tact Jojo Randle at jrandle@missionsandiego.org.

San Diego State University

Are you interested in participating in a 
health program that includes free exercise
classes at Mission San Diego de Alcala?

Fe en Acción es un programa gratuito de salud y eje
las iglesias para mujeres latinas

ibach.faithinaction@sdsu.edu
619-594-3059

2026 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Our Diocesan-assigned goal is: $94,000

Brochures are available in the Mission Church, St. Francis Chapel, and the parish office.
Or, go to the ACA link on missionsandiego.org

Thank you for supporting our diocese and parish!



STEVE SCHMITT
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Electrical • Plumbing • Carpentry
23+ Years Experience

619-977-2084 • PARISHIONER
stvnschmitt@gmail.com

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

Daniel Marshall
Landlord Attorney

sandiegoevictionattorneys.com

619.857.7473
FELIPE VELAZQUEZ JR., PRESIDENT   LIC #804391

golincc@gmail.com� P.O. Box 19413
goldenstateplumbing.com� San Diego, CA 92159

Precious Petals
We Deliver! 619-584-8757

Corner of Rancho Mission Plaza
Parishioner

PreciousPetalsSD.com

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available • Free consultation
949.446.6389 • Local Parishioner
30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

For information and to
schedule a tour contact:
Amber Zendejas
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org
619-563-0480                                      6333 Rancho Mission Rd, San Diego, CA

• Daily Mass in our Chapel
• Nurses 24/7
• Quality Care & Activities
• Scenic Patio Views from 	    	
   your Private Room

“Caring for the mind, body, and soul since 1974”

Lic# 372000400

Monique Falucho 
Independent Beauty Consultant

858-382-6790
moniquefalucho@gmail.com 
www.marykay.com/mfalucho/en-us

Enriching Women's Lives ™

Dominic Giordano
Contractor

Office: 619.449.6900
Cell: 619.857.3999

8626 Siesta Rd.
Santee CA 92071

Lic#: C53-713305

WWW.PARADISECUSTOMPOOLS.COM

CUSTOM POOLS

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA  92102 

Call 264-3127     Se Habla Español

(213) 333-3869

Your Comeback Story Starts Here.

Brake Busters 
Mobile Auto 

Service
Brakes & Other Maintenance Services

Competitive Prices at Your Location
619-218-8674 • brakebusters.com

St. Augustine Graduate • BAR License # 311015
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