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Priest’s  
Intentions  
for Mass 

Masses at Mission Church unless noted 
SFC - Saint Francis Chapel

Sunday, March 15
~FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT~

5:30 pm Sat †Margaret Rogoschewsky   
7:30 am †Stephen Alan Harney    

9:00 am †Joan Mary Abler                        
9:00 am (SFC) The Tony Flores Family

10:30 am †Peter Ruocco 
10:30 am (SFC) For the People of the Parish    

12:00 pm †Joseph Carter 
5:30 pm (SFC) †Wesley Schibi

Monday, March 16
~Lenten Weekday~

7:00 am Intention of the Priest
5:30 pm The Leon Family      

Tuesday, March 17
~St. Patrick, Bishop~

7:00 am †Joaquin Salazar   
5:30 pm †Sid and †Rita Williams        

Wednesday, March 18
~Lenten Weekday~

7:00 am †Angela McCarron
5:30 pm The Shiu Family             

Thursday, March 19
~ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY~
7:00 am Naomi Ann Smullen
5:30 pm †Marco A. Aguilar        

Friday, March 20
~Lenten Weekday~

7:00 am †Lillian B. Tagliaferri 
5:30 pm The Serai Family               

Saturday, March 21
~Lenten Weekday~

No Mass

Sunday, March 22
~FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT~

5:30 pm Sat †Marianne Andreazza   
7:30 am Chona    

9:00 am †George Harry Burningham, Jr.                       
9:00 am (SFC) †Anthony Panettiere
10:30 am †Jose and †Margarita Yañez  

10:30 am (SFC) Intention of the Priest    
12:00 pm †Gus DiTrolio 

5:30 pm (SFC) For the People of the Parish

¡Siempre Adelante! is inspired by our founder, St. Junipero Serra,  
whose desire to serve was expressed in his motto: Always Forward!

Bulletin submissions must be requested a week or more prior to the desired Sunday.  
Please send requests via email to Anthony Tarantino at atarantino@missionsandiego.org.  

All submissions are subject to approval.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-7319

VISITOR CENTER/GIFT SHOP
Rhonda Sosa, Manager

Open daily - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 Tel: (619) 281-8449

MSGR. HALTER ARCHIVES
Hours - Tuesday & Thursday

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-6338

tfalcone@missionsandiego.org

BAPTISMS
Please call the Parish Office

MARRIAGES 
Preparation with priest at least  

9 months in advance.
Please call the Parish Office

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Principal: Annalisa Burgos  

Tel: (619) 641-7987
nazarethschool.org

MISSION HISTORY
missionsandiegohistory.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tel: (619) 624-0900

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
5:30 pm	 Saturday - Mission Church
7:30 am	 Sunday - Mission Church
9:00 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Contemporary Music 		
	 Group every other week) 	
	 and Mission Church
10:30 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Spanish) and Mission Church
12:00 pm	 Mission Church  
	 (Mission Choir)
5:30 pm	 St. Francis Chapel

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 am & 5:30 pm  

in the Mission Church
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

8:00 am in the Mission Church
HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS  

See bulletin

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm  

in the Mission Church or by appointment.

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30 to 11:35 am 
and 6:00 to 6:35 pm in the Mission Church

Parish Information

Readings For the Week
Online: https://bible.usccb.orgw
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Once You Were Darkness
BY ALICE CAMILLE

If the church didn’t 
give us Lent, we’d 
probably have to invent 
it. We might even spare 
some compassion for 
those who don’t have 

an annual season for reflection on 
themes as human as they are forbid-
ding: desert, thirst, the need for rescue, 
darkness, suffering, and death. These 
shadowy components of our experi-
ence can’t be avoided and must be ac-
knowledged, maybe even befriended. 
They are companion pieces to another 
set of liturgical themes we commem-
orate in winter: anticipation, hope, 
light, joy, and birth. We celebrate that 
other season with eagerness and the 
dancing mood of festival. We observe 
this present season more carefully, 
tentatively, on tiptoe. Song and carol 
are for Advent; Lent seems a time 
deliberately carved out of silence.

This week we consider the dark val-
ley that paradoxically finds us without 

fear. With Psalm 23 as our map we 
descend into a darkness—that is, in 
the startling phrase from Ephesians, 
ourselves. We are not in darkness; we 
are darkness—until we become light 
by sharing in the life of Christ.

I don’t think many of us need to be 
convinced of our darkness. We know 
we miss the mark of love so clearly 
defined in biblical teaching. We don’t 
have to review the catalog of our 
thoughts very far back to find one that 
makes us ashamed. We’re also keenly 
aware of the cultural gloom that wraps 
us on all sides and seeks to penetrate 
our outlook: cynicism, the rhetoric of 
suspicion, hostility toward those who 
are “other,” or a mere but spiritually 
fatal indifference. How can we escape 
this darkness and step into the warm-
ing, redeeming light?

Simply, seek Jesus. We come into 
the presence of the only man whose 
very spit is a blessing instead of a 
curse. Jesus turns mud into medicine, 
the meal on the table into everlast-

ing life. If he can do all that, he can 
surely turn this world’s darkness—
and our own personal darkness—into 
unending light. The reason we come 
together in his name is because we 
profess that truth. Profession of faith 
isn’t the same as trusting and believ-
ing what we say, of course; that takes 
a lifetime of decisions big and small. 
But professing faith is the start of em-
bracing it, being penetrated by sacred 
word and sacramental action deep 
down until the dark valley within is 
ablaze with hope and divine promise.

“Isn’t this the one who used to sit 
and beg?” the former blind man’s 
neighbors ask. Some say, “It is,” and 
others say, “No, it just looks like him.” 
Both are right. When we give up our 
darkness in favor of the light, we are 
not who we used to be at all.

 Reprinted with permission from 
preparetheword.com.

Alice Camille is a religious educator, Scripture 
commentator, and author of many books including 
This Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com.

2026 Holy Week Schedule
All liturgies will take place in the Mission Church unless otherwise noted. SFC = St. Francis Chapel

MARCH 29
Palm Sunday of the  
Passion of the Lord

(Palms will be blessed and  
distributed at all Masses)

Masses: 5:30 pm (Sat); 7:30 am;  
9:00 am; 9:00 am (SFC); 10:30 am;  
10:30 am [Spanish] SFC; 12:00 pm; 

5:30 pm (SFC)

MARCH 30, 31 & APRIL 1
 Mon, Tues and Wed of 

Holy Week
Masses:7:00 am and 5:30 pm

The Sacred Paschal Triduum
APRIL 2

Holy Thursday of the Lord's Supper
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:30 pm (SFC)
The Mission Church will be open for 

prayer before the reserved Blessed 
Sacrament until 10:00 pm

APRIL 3
Friday of the Passion of the Lord 

 (Good Friday) 
A day of fast and abstinence

Morning Prayer: 8:00 am
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: 

12:00 pm (SFC)
Stations of the Cross: 2:00 pm

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: 
7:30 pm (SFC)

APRIL 4
Holy Saturday

Morning Prayer: 8:00 am

The Easter Vigil  
in the Holy Night:

8:00 to 10:00 pm (SFC)

APRIL 5
Easter Sunday of the  

Resurrection of the Lord
Masses: 7:30 am; 9:00 am;  
9:00 am (SFC); 10:30 am;  

10:30 am [Spanish] SFC; 12:00 pm; 
5:30 pm (SFC)
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PARISH SUPPORT
Feb 26 - Mar 4, 2025

Plate:	 $6,018.00 
Envelope: 	 $9,078.00 
Online:	 $9,047.50 
Total:	 $24,143.50

Thank you for your support of our parish!

An Alternative  
to Offertory Envelopes

The Mission San Diego offers an easy- 
to-use contribution system for both one-
time and recurring gifts. Powered by  
WeShare, electronic giving is safe, secure, 

and convenient. To learn more and get start-
ed, please scan the QR code or visit our website  
missionsandiego.org and select the “Donate Now” link. 

Upcoming Rosaries
Make praying the rosary a part of your daily life.
• The Rosary is prayed immediately after the 7:00 am Mass, 

Mon - Fri, in the Mission Church.

•  A Rosary for Peace is prayed every third Sat of the month 
at 9:00 am. Join fellow parishioners at Nazareth School’s Our 
Lady of Lourdes Grotto to seek the intercession of Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace. Next rosary: Mar 21.

• A Rosary for the Eucharistic Revival is prayed on 
the first Wed of each month in La Sala following the 5:30 pm 
Mass. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, next rosary is 
Apr 1.

•  A Pro-Life Rosary is prayed every first Thurs in the Mis-
sion Church at 5:00 pm. Next rosary: Apr 2. 

Lenten Penance Services
Mary, Star of the Sea	 Sun, Mar 15 	 4:00 pm
St. Catherine Labouré	 Mon, Mar 16 	 7:00 pm
Mission San Diego de Alcalá	 Wed, Mar 18 	 7:00 pm
St. Brigid	 Mon, Mar 23 	 7:00 pm
The Immaculata	 Mon, Mar 23 	 7:00 pm
St. Mary Magdalene	 Tues, Mar 24 	 7:00 pm
St. Thérèse of Carmel	 Wed, Mar 25 	 7:00 pm

Funeral Announcement

Joseph Dolan
Funeral Mass on Mon, Mar 16, 10:00 am 

in the Mission Church;  
Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery

John McMahon
Funeral Mass on Tue, Mar 24, 11:00 am 

in the Mission Church;  
Interment at Mission San Luis Rey

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers:

Terry Baltes • Diane Cabrera • Erin Dalton 
 James Flynn  • Mike Gallivan • Roberta Levy 

Barry Nunns •  Baby Banks Griffin Ricci 
Gil • Mark Turner • Joey Umali

Names remain listed for four weeks and can be renewed
by contacting the parish office at (619) 283-7319.

Lenten Fish Dinners
The Knights of Columbus and Columbi-

ettes will again offer Friday fish dinners 
during the Lenten season. Dinner tick-
ets for adults are $20.00, youth (under 
11) $10.00. Adult beverages of wine 
and beer tickets are $5.00 Clam chowder 
is available for $5.00. Dinner is served between 
5:00 and 7:30 pm in the California Room on Fridays 
through Mar 27.

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed 

communally on the Fridays of Lent in the 
Mission Church at 6:15 pm, except on 
the first Friday when they follow Exposi-
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament. All 
are welcome! 

Lenten Collection
This weekend has been designated for the 2026 Lenten 

Collection. Special envelopes are available for the collec-
tion, which supports Catholic Relief Services, the Church 
in Africa and the Church in Latin America. You may desig-
nate your contribution to the causes listed on the collection 
envelope.
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On the Cover
Joshua and Christina Seminara and fam-

ily are being transferred after two years 
of serving the Mission as a Sacristan and 
Altar Server. Please pray for the Seminara 
family as they move to the East Coast.

Gift Shop Volunteers
Our Visitor Center and Gift Shop is seeking volunteers. 

For info, contact Rhonda Sosa at rsosa@missionsandiego.org.

Men's Perspective Group
Join us in the Parish Office Conference Room from 4:00 

to 5:00 pm. Next meeting: Sun, Mar 15. For more info, 
txt: Jerry Kwasek (619) 742-9591.

Nazareth School Events
Nazareth School is fundraising with three upcoming  

golf events: Family Day at the Loma Club on Mon, Apr 
6; Ball Drop on Thu, May 7; and a Golf Scramble on Fri, 
May 8 (see below). For more information, email  Jerry at 
jerrycolihan@gmail.com.

Explorer Day 
Learning about the Priesthood

An informational session for men interest-
ed in exploring a possible vocation to the 
priesthood will be hosted by the Director 
of Priestly Vocations, Fr. Marc Gandolfo, 
at St. Francis Center for Priestly Forma-
tion on the campus of the University of 
San Diego, on Sat, Mar 28, 8:30 am – 4:15 
pm.  If living a life of service for Christ and the people 
of God is attractive to you, take advantage of this invita-
tion. To register, contact Fr. Peter or Fr. Dan in the parish 
office or via the parish website. Or call the St. Francis 
Center at (858) 490-8389.

If you are curious about what Catholics 
believe and are interested in learning more 
about the possibility of becoming a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, the “Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults” is for you! 
Interested persons are asked to contact Lis-
sa Hutcheson at lissahutcheson@outlook.com. 
Go to missionsandiego.org/ocia for more info.

O.C.I.A.

Casual games
& activities

d at e : Friday, May 8, 2026
Carlton Oaks Golf ClubL o c at i o n :

E V E N T  AT  A  GL A N C E

Our most prestigious, top-tier
partnership with max visibility

throughout the event.

GOLD SPONSORSGOLD SPONSORS
HOLE-IN-ONE

-  SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES -

BRONZE SPONSORBRONZE SPONSOR

$1250
Includes

Complimentary
Foursome

PLATINUM SPONSORPLATINUM SPONSOR

Seize the spotlight at the most
exciting hole on the course!

Only 1 spot available!

$500UNDERWRITING
SPONSOR

Become an essential partner!
Covers all  event operating expenses.

Gold Sponsor with Foursome $900

$100Family Sponsor
Show your school spirit!

Your family’s gift directly supports
our students and teachers.

Sign up, Sponsor, or Learn More!

Ready to Sponsor or Golf?

nazgolf.impactroots.com

Nazareth School
Charity Golf Scramble
SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION

SILVER SPONSORSSILVER SPONSORS
$250HOLE SPONSOR

Promote your business with a
dedicated sign at one of 18 holes.

$250PRIZE SPONSOR
Help reward our top teams with

exciting prizes.

$250CONTEST SPONSOR
High traffic contest hole with

exclusive signage and interaction.$500
Silver Sponsor with Foursome $675

Bronze Sponsor with Foursome $525



6 March 15, 2026  | mission basilica san diego de alcalá | FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Discernment Group  
for Women

Ever wonder if God is calling you? Would you like to walk 
alongside other women also discerning? Contact Sister Katia 
Chavez, SJS at (760) 562-2727 if you are interested.

Visitor Center  
& Gift Shop

10% off 
All Items

Present this ad and get

Are you looking for a special gift? Look no 
further than our own Visitor Center and Gift Shop 

complete with religious articles, t-shirts, hats, 
mugs, and more! Gift certificates are also available. 
Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Self-guided 
tours of the Mission grounds begin there as well. 

For info, call (619) 281-8449.

 EXPIRES ON MARCH 31, 2026

Mission-Aires
Welcoming New Members

The Mission-Aires promote goodwill and fellowship 
among parishioners of Mission Basilica San Diego 
de Alcalá and work closely with all organizations of 

the parish. We are open to parishioners age 50+.
Contact Mary Blakemore: mb92123@san.rr.com

Adult Formation ---
Study in Faith

  You are invited to a study The Bible 
Timeline: The Story of Salvation. Join 
us as we explore the sweeping narra-
tive of God’s plan of salvation, from 
Creation, to Christ, to the Church today. 
This engaging Bible study provides a clear, 
accessible, and prayerful walk through the entire 
story of Scripture. Whether you are new to Bible 
study or continuing your faith journey, this series 
will help you see the unity of God’s Word and deepen 
your love of Christ. Purchase a workbook (Cost $39.95) 
at ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-
the-story-of-salvation-2025. Also a Catholic translation 
of the Bible. Three, six-week blocks (taking place on 
Tuesdays) remain (Apr 14 - May 19; Aug 11 - Sept 15; 
Oct 13 - Nov 17) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the California 
Room. There is no cost to attend, just your time! To reg-
ister, contact: Lissa Hutcheson, DMin, Lissahutcheson@
outlook.com or call (619) 804-8950.

Are you Registered?
Join our faith community by completing a registration 

form at missionsandiego.org or visit our Visitor Center 
during regular business hours.

Baby Clothes Needed
Birthline is in need of clothing, including those for chil-

dren, women’s clothes, maternity clothes, baby food, and 
pacifiers. Items can be brought to the Mission on the first 
weekend of every month. For more info, call Birthline at 
(858) 270-2491.

Wedding Coordinator 
If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity, becoming a 

wedding coordinator might be the perfect ministry for you. 
Responsibilities include working with the bride and groom 
regarding their wedding rehearsal and liturgy. For info, con-
tact Jojo Randle at jrandle@missionsandiego.org.
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San Diego State University

Are you interested in participating in a 
health program that includes free exercise
classes at Mission San Diego de Alcala?

Fe en Acción es un programa gratuito de salud y eje
las iglesias para mujeres latinas

ibach.faithinaction@sdsu.edu
619-594-3059

2026 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Our Diocesan-assigned goal is: $94,000

Brochures are available in the Mission Church, St. Francis Chapel, and the parish office.
Or, go to the ACA link on missionsandiego.org

Thank you for supporting our diocese and parish!

Follow us Online
www.missionsandiego.org
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Cynthia Duran

 cduran@4LPi.com
 (800) 950-9952 x2119

STEVE SCHMITT
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Electrical • Plumbing • Carpentry
23+ Years Experience

619-977-2084 • PARISHIONER
stvnschmitt@gmail.com

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

Daniel Marshall
Landlord Attorney

sandiegoevictionattorneys.com

619.857.7473
FELIPE VELAZQUEZ JR., PRESIDENT   LIC #804391

golincc@gmail.com� P.O. Box 19413
goldenstateplumbing.com� San Diego, CA 92159

Precious Petals
We Deliver! 619-584-8757

Corner of Rancho Mission Plaza
Parishioner

PreciousPetalsSD.com

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available • Free consultation
949.446.6389 • Local Parishioner
30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

For information and to
schedule a tour contact:
Amber Zendejas
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org
619-563-0480                                      6333 Rancho Mission Rd, San Diego, CA

• Daily Mass in our Chapel
• Nurses 24/7
• Quality Care & Activities
• Scenic Patio Views from 	    	
   your Private Room

“Caring for the mind, body, and soul since 1974”

Lic# 372000400

Monique Falucho 
Independent Beauty Consultant

858-382-6790
moniquefalucho@gmail.com 
www.marykay.com/mfalucho/en-us

Enriching Women's Lives ™

Dominic Giordano
Contractor

Office: 619.449.6900
Cell: 619.857.3999

8626 Siesta Rd.
Santee CA 92071

Lic#: C53-713305

WWW.PARADISECUSTOMPOOLS.COM

CUSTOM POOLS

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA  92102 

Call 264-3127     Se Habla Español

(213) 333-3869

Your Comeback Story Starts Here.

Brake Busters 
Mobile Auto 

Service
Brakes & Other Maintenance Services

Competitive Prices at Your Location
619-218-8674 • brakebusters.com

St. Augustine Graduate • BAR License # 311015


