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Priest’s  
Intentions  
for Mass 

Masses at Mission Church unless noted 
SFC - Saint Francis Chapel

Sunday, September 14
~THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS~

5:30 pm Sat †Rev. James J. McNally 

7:30 am Dora Limon

9:00 am  †Bob Lucey

9:00 am (SFC) †Vickie McClure-Seal  

10:30 am †John and †Anne Tridico

10:30 am (SFC) For the People of the Parish

12:00 pm †Virginia Garciano

5:30 pm (SFC)   †Deborah Gus

Monday, September 15
~Our Lady of Sorrows~

7:00 am  Julia Giulianotti

5:30 pm  †Soana Sekona 

Tuesday, September 16
~Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and 

Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs~

7:00 am Theresa Triplett

5:30 pm  †Rogelio Silva Ramos

Wednesday, September 17
~Weekday~

7:00 am Irma Villavicencio

5:30 pm †Sally Bogovich Bishop

Thursday, September 18
~Weekday~

7:00 am †Richard Sobray

5:30 pm †Jeni Borja Kisa

Friday, September 19
~Weekday~

7:00 am †Rochelle Dacio

5:30 pm Victor Dobrawa

Saturday, September 20
~Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest and  

Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, and Companions Martyrs ~
No Mass

Sunday, September 21
~TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME~

5:30 pm Sat Intention of the Priest 

7:30 am †Timothy Hettinger

9:00 am  †Robin Eugene Mello

9:00 am (SFC) †Dolores Simmenson

10:30 am †Denise Vasquez  

10:30 am (SFC) †Norma San Martén

12:00 pm †Juan Paulo Mattison

5:30 pm (SFC) For the People of the Parish

¡Siempre Adelante! is inspired by our founder, St. Junipero Serra,  

whose desire to serve was expressed in his motto: Always Forward!

Bulletin submissions must be requested a week or more prior to the desired Sunday.  

Please send requests via email to Anthony Tarantino at atarantino@missionsandiego.org.  
All submissions are subject to approval.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

(619) 283-7319

VISITOR CENTER/GIFT SHOP

Rhonda Sosa, Manager
Open daily - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 Tel: (619) 281-8449

MSGR. HALTER ARCHIVES

Hours - Tuesday & Thursday
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tel: (619) 283-6338

tfalcone@missionsandiego.org

BAPTISMS

Please call the Parish O൶ce
MARRIAGES 

Preparation with priest at least  
9 months in advance.

Please call the Parish O൶ce
NAZARETH SCHOOL

Principal: Annalisa Burgos  
Tel: (619) 641-7987
nazarethschool.org

MISSION HISTORY

missionsandiegohistory.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Tel: (619) 624-0900

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

5:30 pm	 Saturday - Mission Church

7:30 am	 Sunday - Mission Church

9:00 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Contemporary Music 		
	 Group every other week) 	
	 and Mission Church

10:30 am	 St. Francis Chapel  
	 (Spanish) and Mission Church

12:00 pm	 Mission Church  
	 (Mission Choir)

5:30 pm	 St. Francis Chapel

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday - Friday, 7:00 am & 5:30 pm  
in the Mission Church

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

8:00 am in the Mission Church

HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS  

See bulletin

CONFESSIONS

Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm  
in the Mission Church or by appointment.

EXPOSITION OF THE  

BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30 to 11:35 am 

and 6:00 to 6:35 pm in the Mission Church

Parish Information

Readings For the Week

Online: https://bible.usccb.org
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The Sign at the Center of our Faith
BY ALICE CAMILLE

Teachers should know 

more than their students. 

I think most of us hope 

that the people who are 

training us in any capac-

ity have more expertise 

than those whom they are mentoring. 

But we’ve probably all taken courses in 

which we found out that our teachers were 

posers, or we’ve held jobs in which our 

supervisors had less expertise than we did.

Nicodemus has such a credibility gap. 

He’s a teacher of the people, a member 

of the Sanhedrin. Yet after hearing Jesus, 

Nicodemus realizes he’s discovered a 

teacher who knows more than he does. 

And when Jesus tells him that the way 

to all truth includes being “born again,” 

Nicodemus misunderstands him, imagin-

ing an impossible second physical birth. 

Nicodemus should not have been so 

uncomprehending: Judaism itself expect-

ed a second birth from those attracted to 

its teachings. The fact that Nicodemus 

questions this image implies that he’s not 

been doing his homework.

Yet there’s something redeemable about 

Nicodemus. He keeps coming back to 

Jesus even though under cover of dark-

ness, afraid to be known as a disciple. He 

may be ignorant, but at least he knows 

that he does not know—which puts him 

far ahead of the unthinking mobs in the 

streets. Jesus tells him that second birth 

means that he has to start over, from 

scratch, a new beginning, and Nicodemus 

is prepared to try. This puts him head 

and shoulders above the multitudes who 

listen to Jesus politely for an afternoon, 

chalk up the experience as amusing or 

interesting, and return to their routines.

Those who stay, like Nicodemus, will 

have their ignorance challenged, their 

understanding broadened. They’ll learn 

that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 

They’ll come to know that Jesus doesn’t 

come to judge and condemn the world, but 

to rescue it. Those who hang around for the 

long haul will come to experience the sign 

at the center of great mystery: the cross of 

Christ. They will come to appreciate that 

a second birth is also a form of death to 

the old way of seeing and believing and 

behaving. The cross changes everything. It 

makes the strange specter of death into an 

ally toward fuller, more abundant life.

Saint Paul, the best posthumous pupil 

Jesus ever had, seemed to be born again 

in a single encounter with the Risen 

Lord. He perceived how humility leads 

naturally to glory, how death is the door-

way to life. Paul, who, unlike his fellow 

Pharisee Nicodemus, probably never met 

the human Jesus nor saw the cross of 

Jesus, unpacked its tremendous signi¿-

cance and confessed his allegiance to its 

great saving mystery. If Nicodemus had 

been born again, he might have crept out 

of the shadows and become a memorable 

teacher of the faith. We might be reading 

his letters to the church today.

Reprinted with permission from 
preparetheword.com.

Alice Camille is a religious educator, Scripture 
commentator, and author of many books including 
This Transforming Word and other titles found at 
alicecamille.com.

Upcoming Rosaries

Make praying the rosary a part of your daily life.

• The Rosary is prayed immediately after the 7:00 am 

Mass, Mon - Fri, in the Mission Church.

• A Rosary for Peace is prayed every third Sat of the month 

at 9:00 am. Join fellow parishioners at Nazareth School’s Our 

Lady of Lourdes Grotto to seek the intercession of Our Lady, 

Queen of Peace. Next rosary: Sept 20.

• A Rosary for the Eucharistic Revival is prayed on the ¿rst 
Wed of each month in La Sala following the 5:30 pm Mass. 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, next rosary is Oct 2.

• A Pro-Life Rosary is prayed every ¿rst Thurs in the Mission 
Church at 5:00 pm. Next rosary: Oct 3. 

Blood Drive

Mark your calendar! As part of our to 

our community, the Mission San Diego 

is hosting a blood drive on Sun, Sept 14 

from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm. Walk-ins wel-

come! Please reserve a time to stop by and 

give the gift of life at tinyurl.com/5n2j4vyb.

Cross on the Altar

The Cruci¿x in the reredos of the sanctuary in the Mission 

Church is quite unique. You may have noticed the corpus has 

no arms. It allows us to reÀect on  a poem attributed to St. 
Teresea of Avila:

Christ has no body now but yours,

No hands but yours, no feet but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which  

   Christ’s compassion must look out at    

   the world,

Yours are the feet with which He is to  

   go about doing good.

Yours are the hands with which He is to bless us now.

Upcoming Funeral Liturgy
 Frederick “Fred” Rouch

Tues, Sept 16 • Mission Church, 10:00 am

Burial to follow at Holy Cross Cemetery, Sept 17

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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Prayer Requests
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers:

Joe Bartel • Mark Antonio Hernandez • Francis Lee  
John Sawaya • Don Stafford • Mark Turner

Names remain listed for four weeks and can be renewed

by contacting the parish ofÏce at (619) 283-7319.

PARISH SUPPORT
Aug 28-Sept 3, 2025

Plate:	 $5,978.98

Envelope: 	 $8,806.76

Online:	 $6,691.99

Total:	 $21,477.73

Thank you for your support of our parish!

An Alternative  
to Offertory Envelopes

The Mission San Diego o൵ers an easy-to-
use contribution system for both one-time 

and recurring gifts. Powered by WeShare, 

electronic giving is safe, secure, and conve-

nient. To learn more and get started, please 

scan the QR code or visit our website mis-

sionsandiego.org and select the “Donate Now” link. 

QUESTION
I have a friend who says she doesn’t need to attend Mass 

because she prays to God every day. What are your thoughts 

on this justi¿cation?

ANSWER
If the only reason for going to church were to talk to God, your 

friend might be right. Prayer is not something limited to a phys-

ical place or even a holy place. If the sole purpose of the Church 

were prayer, it would be a narrow purpose indeed. The Church is 

a community of believers, formed by “one Lord, one faith, one 

Baptism.” It is an outward sign of our faith in God instituted by 

Christ, and the purpose of the Church is to give us grace, that is, 

a share in God’s life.

Coming to Mass is not really for God’s sake, but for ours. If 

we believe that Jesus is truly present in the holy Eucharist, then 

we will want to be in his presence. We will want to be fed by 

him. Our daily prayer and good works are strengthened by our 

authentic encounter with our Lord. For Catholics, it is at Mass 

that we celebrate the source and summit of our faith. If this is 

true, why would we ever stay away?

Catholic Q&A

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE 
WEEKEND

 The Beginning Experience weekend 

— intended for divorced, widowed 

and separated men/women — 

focuses on healing and moving 

beyond grief in a supportive and 

caring environment with others 

that are going through and have gone 

through the same experiences. The weekend will be 

held at the beautiful and serene Prince of Peace Abbey, 

Oceanside, on Oct 10-12. If you know someone experi-

encing the pain of loss, Beginning Experience can help. 

For further information contact beginningexperiencesd@

gmail.com or Vicki (858) 748-2273.

Info: whisperingwinds.to¿noauctions.com/2025wwwabrunch
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Social Action Committee 

With increasing prices and cutbacks from governmental 

sources for the funding of food pantries, a crisis is growing. 

Our neighbor, the Stella Apartments, and the food bank at Holy 

Family Parish in Linda Vista are having di൶culty keeping food 
on their shelves. Your generosity in bringing a couple cans 

of soup, chili or other non-perishable foods to church on the 

weekend of the ¿rst Sunday of the month helps greatly. In Oct, 
coin donations go to Children of the Immaculate Heart, a home 

for girls who have been tra൶cked. 

Docent Classes

The Mission San Diego will conduct a 

class in the Fall for prospective docents. 

Docents are volunteers and are trained 

in documented history and lead groups 

on tours of our historic Mission Church 

and grounds. Classes take place on Sat-

urday mornings from Oct 4-Nov 8. If you 

would like to be a part of this ministry, contact Janet Bartel 

at janetbartel@aol.com.

    Around the Diocese
• Retrouvaille Weekend for troubled 

marriages will be held from Sept. 26-28. 

The location will be provided upon 

con¿rmation.The cost is $700 per 
couple. For more info, go to helpour-

marriage-sandiego.org. Register at (951) 

259-9474 or send an email to  

6016r@helpourmarriage.org.

• Santa Rita Abbey, a Cistercian community in the heart 

of the Arizona desert, invites you to experience the peace and 

rhythm of monastic life from Oct 3-5 in Sonoita, Ariz. The 

weekend is open to women 20-40 years old, who are inter-

ested in or discerning religious life. For more info, call (520) 

455-5595 or email santaritavocations@gmail.com.

• Casa de los Pobres and the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Our Lady of Peace, will celebrate with an Italian Festa/

Mexican Fiesta on Fri, Oct 10 at Our Lady of Grace Catholic 

Church, 2766 Navajo Road in El Cajon. For more info, call 

(619) 755-7363 or go to CasadelosPobresUSA@gmail.com

• Encounter, a Spirit-¿lled evening of inspiring music, 
prayer and Eucharistic adoration, is held on the second Friday 

of each month at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Rancho 

Peñasquitos from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Confession will be avail-

able, beginning at 6:30 pm. Forw more info, contact Our Lady 

of Mt. Carmel Parish at (858) 324-0490.

• The Men’s Rosary Crusade gathers at 9:00 am, every 

¿rst Saturday of the month, at the corner of 6th and Laurel in 
Balboa Park. For more info, email draguez@sbcglobal.net.

MISSION SAN DIEGO DE ALCALÁ

Mission-Aires
Welcoming New Members

�e Mission-Aires promote goodwill and fellowship 

among parishioners of Mission Basilica San Diego de 

Alcalá and work closely with all organizations of the 

parish. We are open to parishioners age 50+.

Meetings every second Tuesday of the month  

(Sept - June). Doors open at 11:00 am, meeting at 

11:30 am. A delicious lunch is served at 12:00 pm. 

Yearly dues are $20; lunch $10.

Contact Mary Blakemore: mb92123@san.rr.com

Open House

St. Augustine High School cordially 

invites students and families to an “Open 

House” on Sun, Nov 2, from 11:00 am 

to  2:00 pm. Learn what the St. Augustine 

“Experience” is all about , no RSVP nec-

essary. Tours from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm; 

Presentation (Academics-Boy Speci¿c, Entrance 
Exam,Retreats, Visual/Performing Arts, Athletics, Financial 

Aid,Clubs, Student Government) from 12:10 to 1:00 pm;  

Tours, Q&A and BBQ from 1:00 to 2:00 pm. St. Augustine 

High School is located at 3266 Nutmeg Street, San Diego For 

more info, call (619) 282-1203 or go to www.sahs.org.

Holy Matrimony

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Howard Whang and Kimberly Febus
Alan Baia and Katherine “Peggy” Picano
who were married at the Mission San Diego on Sept 13.

May the Lord continue to bless you all with his life and love!

Clothing Donation

The Mission San Diego serves as a host site for a Fr. 

Joe’s Villages donation bin accepting new and gently-used 

clothing and shoes. The donation bin is located in the cen-

tral courtyard near La Capilla.
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Discernment Group  
for Women

Ever wonder if God is calling you? Would you like to walk 
alongside other women also discerning? Contact Sister Katia 
Chavez, SJS at (760) 562-2727 if you are interested.

Men's Perspective Group

Join us in the California Room from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. 

Next meeting: Sept 21. For more info, txt: Jerry Kwasek 

(619) 742-9591.

Faith Formation 

Catechesis is a lifelong process for all levels and all ages.   

Ongoing faith formation is essential to help  

evangelize and transform the world. 

We are accepting registrations through the end of Sept.

 REGISTER NOW FOR 2025-26 YEAR
CLASSES BEGAN SEPT 7

Pre -K to Level 8 Faith Formation 
First student: $168.00 or $163.00 cash/check 

Additional students, same household:  
$139.00 or $133.00 cash/check

High School Con¿rmation Preparation 
First student: $226.00 or $219.00 cash/check 

Additional students, same household:  
$179.00 or $174.00 cash/check

For more information ...

missionsandiego.org/faith-formation
If needed, we can provide you with a payment plan.

Gift Shop Volunteers

Our Visitor Center and Gift Shop is seeking  

volunteers. For info, contact Rhonda Sosa at  

rsosa@missionsandiego.org.

Adult Formation ---
Study in Faith

  You are invited to a Study in Faith on A Journey 
Through the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. Purchase a workbook (Cost 

$39.95) at ascensionpress.com, Also 

a Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

purchased where books are sold, and 

a Catholic translation of the Bible. The 

study takes place on Tuesdays through Nov 
18 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the California Room.,There is 

no cost to attend, just your time! To register, contact: Lissa 

Hutcheson, M.A. Lissahutcheson@outlook.com or call 

(619) 804-8950.

If you are curious about what Catholics believe and 

are interested in learning more about the possibili-

ty of becoming a member of the Catholic Church, 

the “Order of Christian Initiation of Adults” is for 

you! Interested persons are asked to contact Lissa 

Hutcheson at lissahutcheson@outlook.com. Go to 

missionsandiego.org/ocia for more information.

O.C.I.A.

Visitor Center  
& Gift Shop

10% off 
All Items

 EXPIRES ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

Present this ad and get

Are you looking for a special gift? Look no 
further than our own Visitor Center and Gift Shop 

complete with religious articles, t-shirts, hats, 

mugs, and more! Gift certi¿cates are also available. 
Open daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Self-guided 

tours of the Mission grounds begin there as well. 

For info, call (619) 281-8449.

New Book on the Bible

In "Reading the Bible: A Literary Guide 
to Scripture," Dr. Bill Creasy leads you on an 

unforgettable adventure book-by-book, Genesis 

through Revelation. Stemming from his popular 

course at UCLA, The English Bible as Liter-

ature, this work delves deeply into the text of 

the Bible, unveiling its rich literary genres and 

ancient Near Eastern origins. Dr. Creasy is a 

parishioner of the Mission San Diego de Alcalá 

and served on the UCLA English Department faculty for nearly 

thirty years where he taught his Àagship course, The English Bible 
as Literature. You can visit him at his website, logosbiblestudy.com 

or pre-order your copy at www.readingthebible.study/. 
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2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Our Diocesan-assigned goal is: $92,000

Brochures are available in the Mission Church, St. Francis Chapel, and the parish o൶ce.
Or, go to the ACA link on missionsandiego.org

Thank you for supporting our diocese and parish!

2025 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace 

of God, serve one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received.”  

— 1 Peter 4:10.

Mission
ADVANCING OUR

Child and Youth Protection

Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of the cler-

gy, parish employee, or volunteer can be made by calling 

(858) 490-8353 or by sending an email to misconduct@

sdcatholic.org. Go to safeinourdiocese.org to read about 

e൵orts in the Diocese of San Diego to protect children, 
assist victims, and promote healing.

Baby Clothes Needed

Birthline is in need of clothing for children, women’s 

clothes, maternity clothes, baby food and paci¿ers. Items 
can be brought to the Mission on the ¿rst weekend of every 
month. For more info, call Birthline at (858) 270-2491.

Harvest Picnic

Children of the Immaculate Heart are host-

ing a Harvest Picnic on Sat, Sept 20 from 

1:00 - 4:00 pm at St Ephrem Maronite 

Catholic Church, 750 Medford St, El 

Cajon. The event is free and helps with 

the mission of  assisting the survivors of 

sex tra൶cking. For more info, go to  
childrenoftheimmaculateheart.org/events.html.

Healing Retreat 

A Healing retreat for after abortion (for Catholic or 

Catholic-friendly) will be given by Rachel’s Hope on Oct 
3-5. The event is professionally led and will be held at 

4551 Moraga Ave, San Diego. Recognized by the Diocese 

of San Diego and con¿dentiality maintained the retreat 
included a closing Mass. Group Size is limited. Cost $120; 

partial scholarships available. Housing provided. “Not 

judged, not lectured, just healed”. For information/regis-

tration call Rosemary Bene¿eld (858) 581-3022; text (858) 
752-9378 or email rachels_hope@juno.com. For more 

info, go to RachelsHope.org.

Follow us Online
www.missionsandiego.org

Knights  of Columbus

Looking for ways to share your interests with fellow 

parishioners? The Knights of Columbus and Columbiettes' 
membership provide opportunities to engage. New mem-

bers are always welcome. Please visit our information table 

in the courtyard, Sept 20 & 21, or mark your calendars to 

attend an informational session in La Sala, Wed, Sept 24 at 

6:30 pm.
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Cynthia Duran

 
cduran@4LPi.com

 (800) 950-9952 x2119

STEVE SCHMITT
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Electrical • Plumbing • Carpentry
23+ Years Experience

619-977-2084 • PARISHIONER

stvnschmitt@gmail.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  

4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

Daniel Marshall

Landlord Attorney

sandiegoevictionattorneys.com

619.857.7473
FELIPE VELAZQUEZ JR., PRESIDENT   LIC #804391

golincc@gmail.com� P.O. Box 19413
goldenstateplumbing.com� San Diego, CA 92159

Precious Petals
We Deliver! 619-584-8757

Corner of Rancho Mission Plaza

Parishioner

PreciousPetalsSD.com

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available • Free consultation

949.446.6389 • Local Parishioner

30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

For information and to
schedule a tour contact:

Amber Zendejas

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org

619-563-0480                                      6333 Rancho Mission Rd, San Diego, CA

• Daily Mass in our Chapel

• Nurses 24/7

• Quality Care & Activities

• Scenic Patio Views from 	    	

   your Private Room

“Caring for the mind, body, and soul since 1974”

Lic# 372000400

Monique Falucho 
Independent Beauty Consultant

858-382-6790
moniquefalucho@gmail.com 
www.marykay.com/mfalucho/en-us

Enriching Women's Lives ™

Dominic Giordano

Contractor

Office: 619.449.6900

Cell: 619.857.3999

8626 Siesta Rd.

Santee CA 92071

Lic#: C53-713305

WWW.PARADISECUSTOMPOOLS.COM

CUSTOM POOLS

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA  92102 

Call 264-3127     Se Habla Español

(213) 333-3869

Your Comeback Story Starts Here.

Brake Busters 

Mobile Auto 

Service
Brakes & Other Maintenance Services

Competitive Prices at Your Location

619-218-8674 • brakebusters.com

St. Augustine Graduate • BAR License # 311015


