
December 24, 2025  



 Prelude         Mary Jane Seanor 

  “The First Noel/Christmas Eve Waltz” 

 Introduction  

 Call to Worship  
Reader: Rejoice, for God is with us—Emmanuel. 

People: In the darkness of  our world shines God’s holy light. 

Reader: Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live. 

People: God is truly with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

* Carol  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” UMH #234 

 Prayer  
Gracious God, With joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. We have come to hear again the 
timeless story of  Christ’s birth. In the excitement of  this night, quiet our hearts that we may know the 
peace and fullness of  this holy time. Shine,O Light, in the darkness of  our world. Sing, O angels, in the 
stillness of  our hearts, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those God favors.” 
This we pray in the name of  the Child of  Bethlehem. Amen. 

 The Word   John 1 

 Lighting  of the Christ Candle   
Reader: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders, 
 and he is named 

People: Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace, 
 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel. 

 The Coming  of Jesus  is Announced  to Mary & Josep h   Luke 1:26–38 

   Matthew 1:18–25  

 The Preparation  for the Birth  of Jesus  Luke 2:1–5 

* Carol  “O Little Town of  Bethlehem” UMH #230 

 Jesus  is Born   Luke 2:6–7 

* Carol  “Away in a Manger” UMH #217 

 A Moment to Wonder  
Reader: Take a moment to ponder and wonder with Mary about the story of  this miraculous child.  
 Wonder . . . what were Mary and Joseph’s hopes for their child? 
 Wonder . . . were those hopes fulfilled? 
 Wonder . . . what are your hopes on this night? 

 Piano Interlude         Mary Jane Seanor 

  “I Wonder as I Wander” 

 Jesus ’ Birth  is Announced  to the Shepherds  Luke 2:9–14 

* Carol  “Hark The Herald Angels Sing” UMH #240 



 The Shepherds Find  the Baby Jesus  Luke 2:15–18 

* Carol  “The First Noel” UMH #245 

 Sermon       Rev. Matthew Tate 

 Tithes & Offerings  
 See the back page for a variety of  ways to support HUMC. 
 Offertory  Mary Jane Seanor  
* Doxology  UMH #95 

* Prayer of  Thanksgiving 

 Prayer  of Confession & Pardon  
People: Merciful God, we confess that often we find darkness more comfortable than light. 
  We confess that we find your good news frightening and unsettling, especially when 

we consider its demands as well as its promises. We confess that Christmas has 
become more to us than the birthday of  the Christ, partly because we do not want a 
Christ-Child in our lives or in our world. Forgive us, break us, bend us, remake us. 
Give us the courage to lay ourselves open to the wonder and healing of  your coming. 
Be born again into our world, be born again into our hearts and lives. Hear now our 
silent and personal confessions as we prepare ourselves for your nativity 

Leader: The true light that enlightens all has come into the world. That light shines on in the darkness, 
and the darkness has never been able to put it out. This is the good news: 

  God has heard our confession. God has forgiven our sin.  

People: Thanks be to God! 

 Communion  

 The Passing  of the Light  

*  Carol  “Silent Night” UMH #239  

 Prayer  

* Benediction  

* Carol  “Joy to the World” UMH #246 

 Postlude  “Joy to the World” Mary Jane Seanor 

        * We stand in body or in spirit to give glory to God. 

  UMH = United Methodist Hymnal 

  TFWS = The Faith We Sing 



The Prelogs 

In Memory of  
Henry Burger, 
Sarah’s Father 

Dee Snyder 

In Honor of  
The HeartFELT Ministry 

Team 

The Benham Family 

In Memory of  
Bill & Barbara Benham, 

Bill’s Parents 

The Benham Family 

In Honor of  
Lailon Dorsey and 

In Memory of  
Frankie Dorsey, 
April’s Parents 

Kim Bentley & Family 

In Memory of  
J. C. Tubbs, 

Kim’s Father 

Kim Bentley & Family 

In Honor of  
Shirley Tubbs, 
Kim’s Mother 

Dan Liebschutz 

In Memory of  
Kathryn Liebschutz, 

 His Mother X4 

Harley & Janet Cook 

In Honor of  
Their Family 

P O I N S E T T I A S  

Beverly & Steve Wilson 

In Memory of  
Joan & Dave Wilson, 

 Steve’s Parents x2 

Beverly & Steve Wilson 

In Memory of  
Mary Ellen & Kinsey Burke, 
 Beverly’s Parents  

The Branch Family 

In Memory of  
Mike Branch, 

Our Husband, Father, and 
Grandfather 

Jean Loffler 

In Memory of  
Carl “Buddy” Loffler, 

Her Husband 

Jean Loffler 

In Honor of  
Her Children & 
Grandchildren 

Janine & Michael Schmitt 

In Honor of  
Jay, Jared, Forrest, 
Justin, and Eva, 
Their Children 

Janine & Michael Schmitt 

In Honor of  
Eva, Jakob, Maddox, Lucas, 
Dixie, Rosemary, Emeric, 

Levi, and Grayson, 
Their Grandchildren and 

Great-Grandson 

John & Maricruz Murzynsky 

In Memory of  
Joan Murzynsky, 

 Their Nona       x2 

Linda Coppage 

In Memory of  
Steve & Mary Pogany, 

Her Parents 

Chuck Gantz 

In Memory of  
C. Kenneth & Margaret 

Gantz, 
His Parents 

The Burr Family 

In Memory of  
Jean & Paul Rothwell, 

“Adopted” Grandparents 
of  Sarah Burr 

Tammy Burr 

In Memory of  
Bill & Sharon Williams, 

Her Parents 

The McGovern Family 

In Memory of  
Lois Wild, 

Their Mother & 
Grandmother 



Jeffrey & Myra Milner 

In Memory of  
Dave & Lynne McGuffie, 

Myra’s Parents 

Jeffrey & Myra Milner 

In Memory of  
Bob & Carole Milner, 

Jeff ’s Parents 

Jeffrey & Myra Milner 

In Memory of  
Danny McGuffie, 

Myra’s Brother 

The Brown Family 

In Honor of  
Pat Brown, 

Their Mother 

The Brown Family 

In Memory of  
Mickey Brown, 
Their Father 

The Brown Family 

In Memory of  
Connie Lynch, 

Their Aunt 

Frances Hall 

In Memory of  
James & Nell Hall,  

Her In-Laws 

Frances Hall 

In Memory of  
Daniel & Louise Breakiron 

Her Parents 

Frances Hall 

In Memory of  
Jeanne Rothwell, 

Her Sister 

Frances Hall 

In Memory of  
Roger Hall, 

Her Husband 

P O I N S E T T I A S  

THANK YOU for helping us make the sanctuary even more beautiful for Christmas! 

HUMC 

In Honor of  
P. Wade Thompson, 

For his 10th Christmas as our Office Manager 

Shirley Tubbs 

In Memory of  
JC Tubbs, Her Husband, 

and  In Honor of  
Her Children & 
Grandchildren 

Candy & Bill Cain 

In Memory of  
Iva & Fred, and Jeff  Cain , 
Bill’s Parents and Brother 

Candy & Bill Cain 

In Honor of  
Janet Taylor, 

Candy’s Mother 







 Place your tithes and offerings in the plate during worship or mail a check to us at the address below! 

 Click here to give online or scan the QR Code. 
We incur a lesser fee when you give directly from your bank account versus a credit card. 

W a y s  t o  S u p p o r t  H U M C  

24422 Mervell Dean Road 
Hollywood, Maryland 20636 

301-373-2500 

www.youtube.com/HollywoodUMC www.facebook.com/HollywoodUnitedMethodistChurch 

www.hollywoodumcmd.org onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/ 

https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
https://onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/Give
https://www.youtube.com/HollywoodUMC
http://www.facebook.com/HollywoodUnitedMethodistChurch
http://www.hollywoodumcmd.org
onrealm.org/HollywoodUMC/

