
Students write their names around the Shrek head outline.
As they share, other students and the Small Group Leader add words or
drawings inside the head that represent them, including their family,
where they live, and their interests.
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WEEK

1

LIVE SPARK
YOU BELONG HERE

GRAB

A welcome mat.

IDEA

A welcome mat can show someone
where to come in, but people help
someone feel like they belong.

SPARK

You belong here.

DO / SAY

[Hold up the welcome mat.]
“Okay, quick question. Where does this belong?”
[Let students answer: by the door.]
“Right. By the door. Because it’s a welcome mat. It basically says: ‘Come in! You’re welcome here!’”
[Put the mat down. Look at it.]
“But I have a problem. Can this mat actually welcome you?”
[Pause for responses.]
“Can it learn your name? Can it notice when you’re standing by yourself? Can it move over and say, ‘Hey! There’s room beside me’?”
[Shake your head.]
“Nope. It’s a terrible welcome mat.”
[Beat.]
“Because a mat can show someone where to come in… but people help someone know they belong.”
[Look around the group.]
“And today, some of you might already know exactly where to go and what to do. Some of you might be thinking… ‘Where do I sit?’ ‘Who am I
going to talk to?’ ‘Does everybody already know each other?’ And maybe even… ‘Do I fit here?’”
[Step onto the welcome mat.]
“So before you sing a song… before you learn a dance… before you audition… before you prove anything… there is something we want you
to know.”
“YOU BELONG HERE.”
[Step off the mat and gesture toward the group.]
“And this year, we’re going to learn how to help the person beside us know: ‘You belong here too.’”
[Brief pause.]
“Okay—let’s start by getting to know who’s here.”

THEN Move directly into Welcome + Connect / Shrek Head Introductions.
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THIS WEEK - YOUR CHALLENGE!

START READING YOUR SHREK SCRIPT.

As you read, think about these questions:

Which character
stands out to you?

Is there someone
you relate to?

BRING EACH WEEK:

Script in a binder.

Bring your script every week.

Bring indoor/dance shoes.

Bring a labelled water bottle.

CLOSING PRAYER

HOW TO INTRODUCE PRAYER
We like to end our small group time with a prayer to God. Prayer is talking to God and listening to
Him just like talking and listening to your best friend. God hears us when we talk to Him. You may
want to close your eyes, or sit with your eyes open, or hands out. It’s your choice, whatever feels
comfortable!

Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today. Some of us have come here feeling excited, and
some of us have come feeling nervous or unsure.

Please help us all to feel welcome, seen and heard. Help us to be kind, patient, and understanding
with one another.

Thank you for being with us as we try new things, and look to get comfortable at K2K. We are
thankful that you have created each of us unique and special.

We are excited for the new season and to get to know you and each other better. Amen.
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