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SCENE 2: PINEWOOD FALLS HIGH SCHOOL, HALLWAY

(STUDENTS assemble the high school upstage with efficiency and control, just as
ELLIE imagines it. ELLIE checks her waich.)

ELLIE

I THINK I'M LOOKING FORWARD
TO MY DAY, TO TELL THE TRUTH
A DAY AMID THE ENERGY

AND INNOCENCE OF YOUTH

A THOUSAND FELLOW STUDENTS
ALL EXCITED JUST LIKE ME

A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS
REALLY, HOW HARD COULD IT BE?
HOW HARD COULD IT BE?

(Suddenly, the hallway erupts into a sea of harried STUDENTS and TEACHERS in
their usual morning mayhem.)

STUDENTS

I GOT THIS (I GOT THIS)
I GOT THIS (I GOT THIS)

I GOT THIS (I GOT... THIS)
I GOT THIS (I...)

I GOT THIS!

(ELLIE makes her way through the frenzy to KARL and MONICA.)

ELLIE
(distracted)
Good morning. Good morning.
KARL
You look like a newscaster.
ELLIE
(pleased)
Well, that's an improvement.
MONICA
Hey, here comes the Listmaster.
(ADAM enters.)
ADAM

Hey, Ell, what sandwich did you bring today?
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ELLIE

Oh, I made— my mom made a ham and brie sandwich with homemade chutney.

(ELLIE proudly pulls the sandwich out of her backpack. ADAM grabs and unwraps it
and takes a giant bite, then looks at her shyly. A moment of sweet awkwardness. ELLIE
is confused why Adam would just eat someone’s lunch.)

ADAM
(with mouth full)
So, you prepped for the Hunt?
ELLIE
The Hunt! Again with the Hunt! Does no one worry about their grades?

(ADAM gives an odd look to ELLIE, who remembers the situation and quickly switches
to a “cool kid” mode.)

Ha ha, kidding! Grades and tests are bogus! Am I right?!
(beat)
But seriously. Explain the obsession with the Hunt to me.

ADAM

The Hunt is epic! Y’know, my brother was pretty much the school’s legendary
Listmaster until he graduated. So... now that ['m the Listmaster, I feel some pressure
to live up to his hype. And I really wanna make the Hunt super community-
building... bring people together.

ELLIE
That's surprisingly mature.
ADAM
(finishing the sandwich)

Mmmmm! Your lunches make life worth living. Tell your mom that she’s a sandwich
genius.

ELLIE
(flattered)
I will tell her!
ADAM
Catch you later.
(ADAM exits.)
KARL

Okay, Ellie, breaking news. We just heard that Savannah is trying to get people to
drop out of the Hunt.
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SCENE 11: BUS STOP

(Downstage, FLETCHER rolls his suitcase and pet carrier up to a bus stop and scans
the schedule. Then he sits on the bench, suitcase at his feet and a pet travel case on lus
lap. ADAM enters in a Pinewood Falls Hedgehogs sweatshirt and passes FLETCHER.)

ADAM

What's up, man?

(takes a video of himself with the bus stop behind)
Hey, hunters. Next clue. Happy hunting!

(notices FLETCHER is a kid... with a suitcase... alone)
Hey, little dude.

FLETCHER
Hey.
(notices Adam’s sweatshirt)
You go to Pinewood Falls?
ADAM
Yeah.
FLETCHER
That's where my sister goes. Do you know Ellie Blake?
ADAM

(smiles at hearing ELLIE’s name, then tries to act cool)
Shyeah. Ellie Blake.
(a bit bummed)

Ellie Blake.
FLETCHER
(dejected)
She hates me.
ADAM
No way, why?
FLETCHER
She called me a weirdo.
ADAM

Oh man, that’s nothing. My older brother used to call me a weirdo when he was
nice to me. As a compliment.
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(ADAM)
(looks at FLETCHER's suitcase)
Are you running away?
(FLETCHER nods.)
Wow. Where you headed?
FLETCHER
Hollywood.
ADAM
All by yourself?
FLETCHER
(indicates pet carrier)
Me and Presto.
ADAM

Hey. Don’t you think your family’s missing you right now?
(FLETCHER shakes his head no.)

I think you're wrong, little dude. Lemme tell you something. My brother used to be
pretty mean to me.

FLETCHER
Did he chase you out of his room?

ADAM
Only every day! But you know what? Now that he’s off at college, I really miss him.

(beat)

I guarantee that right now your family misses you and is worried about you.
(FLETCHER looks at his shoes.)

You think I could maybe take you home?
(After a beat, FLETCHER nods. ADAM and FLETCHER exit.)

#28 — Transition to Backyard 2
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(At the next obstacle ELLIE approaches ADAM.)
ELLIE: Adam, hi.
ADAM: Hey.
ELLIE: Dig this...] heard about this cool oversized hourglass, pink sand, yay big, one of a kind, right here in the city ~
and long story short, since you're the Listmaster, could you put it on the list for the Hunt?
ADAM: (faker aback) But... you'd already know the clue. That's cheating.
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(ELLIE tries to backtrack, pinches her nose.
Once again, ELLIE follows ADAM, but the
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CUE: KATHERINE: Come on. We're making seven-layer bars.
TORREY: (dubious) If you say _so.

Alt Pop, with movement (o = 153)
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(STUDENTS race through the city with backpacks crammed with items found on the Hunt.)
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(SAVANNAH and KITTY run into ELLIE, MONICA, and KARL.)
SAVANNAH: Ellie Blake. Look who's out after curfew. (KITTY
taps her watch and shakes her head disapprovingly at ELLIE.) KITTY: Curfew.
ELLIE: [ don't know, Savannah. I think we're in it to win it.
SAVANNAH: Oooh, I'm scared. KITTY: So scared. SAVANNAH: Later, butterfaces!
(KITTY waves goodbye and blows kisses to them as she exits with SAVANNAH.)
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