WHAT IS A CONSERVATION
EASEMENT?

A Conservation Easement is a
customized legal agreement between
a landowner and a land trust (like
Three Valley Conservation Trust),
that permanently limits uses of the
land in order to protect its
conservation values.

The easement is bound to the land,
not the owner. It allows landowners
to continue to own and use their land,
sell it and/or pass it on to their heirs.

THREE VALLEY

CONSERVATION TRUST

The organization's duty is to uphold
the terms of the easement in
perpetuity. Once accepted into the
trust, properties are monitored year|y
to ensure that the conservation values
are l:eing maintained cccording to the
terms of the easement.



WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS
OF A CONSERVATION
EASEMENT ?

Protect your heritage- your land/multi-
generational farm will remain protected in
perpetuity while still allowing for effective
succession planning.

Protect your investment- Ensure that all
of the money and hard work you've put
into your property will be protected from
future development or disturbance.

Protect Natural Resources and Wildlife

Potential Financial incentives- deduct
the fair market value of your easement
donation, up to 50% of your yearly income,
for up to 16 consecutive years. Qualifying
farmers and ranchers may deduct up to
100% of their income

AGRICULTURAL EASEMENTS

Farmers and Ranchers may be eligible for
Funding +hrough the Ohio Dep+. of
AgricuHure LAEPP Program. An Ag
Easement helps farmers/ranchers to keep
their land in qgricu|’ruro| use while protecting
the natural values of the property as well.
The landowner retains all other righ’rs and
may sell or transfer the land to heirs, but all
future owners are bound |:>y the easement’s
terms.

DONATED EASEMENTS

A Conservation Easement is considered a
quc|ifying charitable donation by the US
Internal Revenue Service. Thus, the
landowner may be e|igib|e for a federal
income tax deduction equc| to the cpprqised
valuation of the easement donation. In
addition, estate taxes could be reduced,

making it easier for heirs to |<eep the property

intact.

BARGAIN SALE OF A

\| CONSERVATION EASEMENT

the possibi|i’ry of a charitable income tax
f deduction +hroug|1 state/federal programs.
% Keeping in mind that these programs are

§| highly competitive, have no guarantee of
, Funding, and require permqnen+ conservation

STATE/FEDERAL PROGRAMS
INCLUDE: '

Ohio Depi’. of AgricuH’ure's Clean Ohio

Local Agricultural Easement Purchase
Program
Ohio Public Works Commission’s Clean
Ohio
Depari‘meni‘ of Agriculi‘ure - Naturadl
Resources Conservation Service's
Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program - Agriculfurql Land Easements




