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 Director Ann Wasser, Photographed by Asia M. Peters

Note from the Director
Our mission is to link people to nature through education 

and research. This mission is alive and well through all of the 

programs we offer throughout the year. Our wide variety of 

programs- including guided hikes, summer camps, family 

programs, lectures, nature-themed art classes, canoeing, and 

so much more- help bring this mission to many. 

In this newsletter you will find information about upcoming 

events including an annual favorite: the Wildflower Walkabout 

series, summer camps, canoe convoys, and more! We are 

also thrilled to announce that Music at the Dells is back with 

performances by Arielle Silver and Long Mama with more 

performances being added to the calendar regularly!

Speaking of summer fun, we are excited to announce that 

Golden Hour will be on Saturday, June 10! In moving it closer 

to the summer solstice, we will have more time to enjoy an 

evening in The Grove before it gets too dark. We hope you can 

join us for a celebration of nature education in our community 

with live music, delicious food and great conversations.

I also want to take this opportunity to express our gratitude 

to our supporters, volunteers, and partners who have 

helped bring our mission to life. Without your contributions, 

we would not be able to do the work we do, now and in the 

future. Thank you for the many ways that you contribute to 

our mission!

See you on the trails!

Ann Wasser
Director
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Environmental Education Members will help with school and public 
education programs at Severson Dells Nature Center and at some off-
site locations in Winnebago County. Members will be provided training 
on local ecosystems, native flora and fauna as well as best practices in 
environmental education and group management. We have 900 hour 

and 450 hour positions available for 2023. 

Natural Resource Members at Severson Dells will have the opportunity to help 
with habitat restoration, seed collection, plant and wildlife monitoring. This 
member will also lead habitat restoration volunteer days. This position is great for 
people that want to learn more about habitat management, biological monitoring 
and working with primarily adult volunteers.

For more information on our AmeriCorps positions and to apply, please visit 
SeversonDells.org/AmeriCorps-Opportunities. 

Nature Center Host Volunteers staff the front desk on Saturdays and 
Sundays in 4-hour shifts or for occassional weekdays, depending on 
the need. Duties include answering the telephone, greeting visitors, 
conducting gift shop sales, and assisting members in checking 
out library materials. Ability to use multi-line telephone and give 
directions to Severson Dells Forest Preserve from various locations 
in the area are a must. General awareness and appreciation of nature 
helpful. Warm and welcoming personality a definite plus. Apply online at 
www.seversondells.com/volunteer

Education Volunteers help lead programs for school groups at our onsite 
education programs. Group size ranges from 10 to 20 students, and are 
mostly preschool through 5th grade. We currently have a great need for 
guides on our Discover Nature Hikes, which last about 90 minutes and focus on enthusiasm for nature! 
No background knowledge required. We provide training and opportunities to shadow staff or other 
volunteers. School programs take place Tuesday through Friday from approximately 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
and are concentrated in the spring and fall. If you would like more information about becoming an education 
volunteer, please contact Andrea: Andrea@seversondells.org

Service 
Opportunities

with Severson Dells

Volunteer Positions

AmeriCorps Positions



Wildflower

Join Severson Dells and the Natural Land Institute staff and volunteers on an exploration of many of the local wildflower 
hotspots. Wildflower Walks showcase what is currently in bloom at various woodland and prairie preserves around 
Winnebago, Boone and Ogle Counties. All walks will begin at 6:00 pm. No fee for the walks, but membership in Severson 
Dells and/or the Natural Land Institute is encouraged. 

Please register at www.seversondells.org/wildflower-walkabouts. Each walk has two leaders, and each group will allow 
reservations for 20 people. Please register for a maximum of five walks.

For more information, please call 815-335-2915 (SD) or 815-964-6666 (NLI).

Tuesday, April 25 – Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve
Zach Grycan and Chris Reisetter will lead this hike on property owned and managed by NLI. This 96-acre Nature Preserve is 
located along Hall Creek, southwest of Rockford.  One of the attractive features of this preserve is a series of cliffs known 
as the dells. Many unique plants restricted to limestone and dolomite outcrops are found here, as well as some northern 
relic plants. Located near the intersection of East Severson Road and North Weldon Road. From Meridian and Montague 
Road, drive south and turn west onto McGregor Road, turn north onto Weldon Road.  Moderate-difficult hiking.
 
Wednesday, May 3 – Anna Page Park
Joni Denker of the Rockford Park District and Daniel Pohl of the Illinois Natural History Survey will lead this walk at 
Rockford Park District’s Anna Page Park. We will travel through a variety of plant communities, from creek bottoms to 
maple forest to view marsh marigolds, trillium, blue-eyed marys and numerous other spring flowers. Moderate hiking, 
possibly with muddy areas. We will meet at the large parking lot at the westernmost point along the park loop road (not 
the parking area by the playground and bathrooms).

Tuesday, May 9 - Piscasaw Fen
Join Aaron Minson and Brian Hale on a hunt for spring wildflowers in the fen and oak savanna habitats of Piscasaw Fen. 
Guests will also see the habitat restoration at this Boone County Conservation District site. The Piscasaw Fen is located at 
8605 Norris Ln., Capron. Easy hiking.

Wednesday, May 17 - Pecatonica River Forest Preserve
Connie McIntosh and Kathy Martinez will take us on a tour of the Pecatonica Wetlands Forest Preserve, which includes 
river edge floodplain forest, oxbow pond marshes and upland forest along the Pecatonica River. The site has outstanding 
spring flora and birdlife. Please meet on Blair Road on the north side of the forest preserve. Hiking will be easy to 
moderate.
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Walkabouts

Tuesday, May 23 - Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve
Zach Grycan and Tyler Pellegrini, Natural Land Institute staff, will lead us through this 99-acre property that is owned and 
managed by NLI.  The natural communities we will visit include mesic upland forest, dolomite prairie, dolomite cliff and 
intermittent stream. Expect to see blue-eyed grass, Columbine, maidenhair fern, and the rare kittentails. Please park at the 
northern entrance of the preserve at Cross and Crown Lutheran Church, 7404 Elevator Rd. in Roscoe. Moderate hiking.

Wednesday, May 31 - Searls Prairie Nature Preserve
Joni Denker of the Rockford Park District and Sandra Vaughn-Pottorff will lead this hike through mesic and wet-mesic 
prairie where prairie dropseed, Indian grass, and big bluestem grow. This site is one of the highest quality wet prairies in 
the state. Meet at Searls Park on Central Avenue in Rockford across from the soccer fields. Easy hiking, but the area may 
be wet.
 
Wednesday, June 7 – Stephen and Deirdre Nardi Equine Prairie Preserve
Russell Brunner, Superintendent of Land Management, will lead this hike at the Byron Forest Preserve District’s largest 
preserve at more than 550 acres. We will explore sand prairie restorations and remnant dolomite hill prairies. There are 
acres of Wild Lupine that should be in bloom as well as Golden Alexanders, Ohio Spiderwort, Foxglove Beardtongue, 
Indigo, and Pale Purple Coneflower.  This preserve has more than 10 miles of trails and is open to horseback riding as 
well. The gravel parking lot is located at 6651 N River Road, about two miles south of the Byron Forest Preserve District’s 
headquarters and Jarrett Prairie Preserve. Hiking will be easy. 
 
Wednesday, June 14 – Sewell Conservation Area
Join Aaron Minson and Ben Davies of the Boone County Conservation District at Sewell Conservation Area, a recently 
restored 200-acre site that has been converted from conventional agriculture to high quality habitat. This is a unique 
opportunity to observe multiple phases of the three year process it has taken to convert this area to prairie.10683 Fruit 
Farm Rd., Garden Prairie. Easy hiking.
 
Tuesday, June 20 – Wilson Prairie Nature Preserve
Zach Grycan and Laura Helmich of the Natural Land Institute will lead a tour of this privately-owned 20-acre dry prairie 
which provides habitat for at least nine species of grasses and more than 75 species of native flowers. The northwest 
corner of the preserve borders Sumner Creek. Moderate hiking. Please park on the north side of Hwy 20, two miles west 
of the intersection of Pecatonica Road and Hwy 20 and just before the Stephenson County line.
 
Wednesday, June 28 – Harlem Hills Prairie Nature Preserve
Don Miller and Jerry Paulson will offer their expertise on this visit to Harlem Hills Prairie. If we hit it just right, the hills 
should be bright with the pink and purple of the pale purple coneflowers. The always-beautiful sunset will be a bonus on 
this favorite of walks. Please meet on Flora Drive in Loves Park.  Easy hiking.
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When you think about your favorite parts of summer, 
what comes to mind? Warm hikes, sunshine, or trips to 
the river? For me, it is all of those things—but also, the 
food! One of my favorite summer treats is sun-warmed 
strawberries, bursting with sweet juice. Whenever I eat 
one of these tasty berries, I’m always struck by how 
much effort nature had to put 
in to producing it! 

One of the most important 
participants in the 
production of these plants 
is the pollinator! Before we 
dive into these important 
specimens, let’s first talk 
about what pollination is 
exactly. 

Pollination occurs when 
pollen (a fine powder 
produced by seed plants) 
is moved within flowers or 
carried from flower to flower by birds, bees, bats, 
butterflies, moths, or the wind. The transfer of pollen 
in and between flowers of the same species leads 
to successful seed and fruit production for plants. 
Pollination ensures that a plant will produce a full-
bodied fruit and viable seeds.

If we think of pollination on a worldwide scale, 75% of 
the world’s flowering plants and 35% of the world’s 
food crops depend on animal pollinators to reproduce. 
That’s one out of every three bites of food you eat! In 
the United States, animal pollinators play a significant 
role in the production of over 150 food crops—
including apples, almonds, pears, plums, squash, 
and  blueberries. Native pollinators are estimated to 
contribute $3 billion to the value of crop production 
nationwide. Global pollinators are also responsible for 
vanilla, coffee, and chocolate.

What pollinators call Illinois home? Illinois is home to 
anywhere between 400-500 species of native bees! 
We can also thank the ruby-throated hummingbird, a 
number of species of butterflies, many moths, flies, 
and beetles for helping our plants. Some of these 
bees include the American Bumblebee (bombus 

pensylvanicus), the eastern carpenter bee (xylocopa 
virginica), the green sweat bee (augochloropsis 
metallica), and the mason bee (osmia georgica).
Butterfly species include the iconic monarch butterfly 
(danaus plexippus), the tiger swallowtail (papilio 
glaucus), and the cabbage butterfly (pieris rapae).

Here at Severson Dells, we 
are one of the last remaining 
homes for the endangered 
Rusty Patched Bumblebee 
(bombus affinis). A Rusty 
Patch’s favorite habitat is 
the oak savanna—an area 
similar to a prairie, with tall 
grasses and lots of flowers, 
but also containing trees 
to provide space for shade-
loving plants as well. Until a 
few decades ago, the Rusty 
Patched Bumblebee was 

one of the most common 
bees on our landscape. Their distinctive rusty-orange 
patch on their abdomen made them easy to identify, 
and they appeared to be so common, experts were 
not concerned with their population numbers. Around 
2003, they began showing up less and less on annual 
bee surveys. Their range has shrunk to approximately 
.1% of where they were originally found. In 2017, the 
Rusty Patched was the first bee to be listed under the 
U.S. Endangered Species Act.

The monarch 
butterfly is 
one of the 
most easily 
identifiable 
pollinators, 
with its striking 
orange and 
black wings. 
The brilliant 
color of a 
monarch is 
a warning to 
those that 
might try to 

by Liz Wiener

Naturalist Notes:
The Potent Power of Pollinators

Eastern Carpenter Bee, Photographed by Ashlyn Rogers

Monarch Butterfly, Photographed by Ashlyn Rogers
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eat  it—that it is poisonous! Butterflies get their toxins 
from milkweed plants, which is their only food source 
in the caterpillar stage. One of the most incredible 
things about monarchs is the enormous migration 
that monarchs undertake each year. Every fall, as cold 
weather approaches, monarchs begin their 2,500-
3,000-mile journey to Southern California and Central 
Mexico. Monarchs can travel between 50-100 miles a 
day! A group of monarchs is called a flutter, and these 
flutters can include thousands of butterflies.

What can you do to help these important species? One 
of the biggest threats to native pollinator species is 
habitat loss, so you can help by planting and cultivating 
native plants—especially those that provide nectar 
and food for larvae. Common milkweed, goldenrods, 
and bee balms are great examples of native plants that 
pollinators love to visit.

Reducing pesticide use and substituting flower beds 
for lawns are also great ways to create a more safe 
habitat for all living things. Joining a citizen science 
program like BeeSpotters, Mission Monarch, or the 
Great Sunflower Project is also a great way to get 
important information about pollinators to scientists 
studying their impacts. Volunteering with pollinator-
friendly organizations and garden groups, and donating 
your time for habitat restoration is also a great way to 
support and protect pollinators.

Thank you to all that attended the annual Severson 
Dells Pollinator Palooza! This event featured local 
partners like Natural Land Institute, the Winnebago 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, 815 
Outside, the Rock Valley Garden Center, and Wild 
Ones. Young and young-at-heart enjoyed learning 
about our local pollinators, going on a storybook walk, 
and getting a hands-on experience with the Michigan 
Native Butterfly Farm!

Liz at Yosemite Falls
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Birding Hike with Joel Neylon
Saturday, May 13th | 7:30am
Join Joel Neylon, local birding extraordinaire, on a early-
morning birding stroll. He’ll point out migratory and 
resident birds while sharing his wisdom along the way! 
Feel free to bring your own binoculars and be ready to 
find some birds.

Golden Hour Mindfulness Walk
Wednesday, May 24th | 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Slow down and rewild your senses to the natural world 
in this guided walk during the luminous golden hour with 
Jessie Crow Mermel. Mindfulness in nature lowers our 
stress levels and helps us appreciate our connection and 
reciprocity to the earth. Dress for the weather with proper 
footwear. These walks will be slow and we will take the 
opportunity to stop often. Cost: $3/members, $5 general 
admission.

World Environment Day Mindfulness Walk
Monday, June 5th | 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Take a walk around the preserve as the sun sets to 
celebrate World Environment Day. Slow down and rewild 
your senses to the natural world in this guided walk with 
Jessie Crow Mermel.  Mindfulness in nature lowers our 
stress levels and helps us appreciate our connection and 
reciprocity to the earth. Dress for the weather with proper 
footwear. These walks will be slow and we will take the 
opportunity to stop often. Cost: $3/members, $5/general 
admission. 

Full Moon Hikes

Watching a full moon rise is magical. 
Join us for an evening of nocturnal natural 

history as we walk the trails in anticipation of 
moonrise.

Friday, May 5 | 6:30 to 8 pm

Saturday, June 3 | 7:30 to 9 pm

Wednesday, August 30  | 6:30 to 8 pm

Calendar of Events
Register for programs at seversondells.org/events or call 815-335-2915

For the most up-to-date information on programs please visit
 our website at www.seversondells.org. Registration is required for all programs.

Readings from the Rookery

This fun and engaging program introduces 
children and their parents to great nature books. 
After our story, everyone participates in outside 
activities that relate to the theme of the week. 

This program targets 5-to-9-year-olds and focuses 
on the importance of getting kids outside. 

Free event, registration required.

Friday, June 2 | 9:00 - 10:30 am

Friday, June 16 | 9:00 - 10:30 am

Friday, June 30 | 9:00 - 10:30 am

Friday, July 14 | 9:00 - 10:30 am

Friday, July 28 | 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
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Canoe Convoys

Join Severson staff and volunteers for a Monday 
sunset paddle and experience nature from one 

of our canoes! Our paddles will take place on 
the beautiful Kishwaukee River, but location 

will be confirmed the Friday before the paddle 
based on weather and other factors. Before 

each paddle, we offer an introductory canoeing 
lesson, our “Quickstart Program,” for paddlers 

who have not done a Canoe Convoy before. 

5:20 pm - Quickstart Sign-In
5:45 pm -  Regular Sign-In

Monday, June 5 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, June 12 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, June 19 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, June 26 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, July 3 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, July 10 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, July 24 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

Monday, July 31 | 5:20 - 8:00 pm

*A $10 refundable deposit is required. Those 
who sign up must attend or cancel by the 

Thursday before the paddle to receive a refund.

Solstice Drum Circle
Wednesday, June 21 | 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Drum into Summer with Rockford artist and musician, 
David Stocker. Bring your own drum if you have one 
(there will be a few extras) and your own intention as we 
transition seasons. $5/member; $8/ general admission 

Family Creek Walks
Thursday, June 8 | 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Saturday, July 8 | 1:00 - 3:00 pm
This camp classic is now available 
for the whole family! Get your 
feet wet as we walk through Hall 
Creek and along the towering 

cliff faces of the Dells. Take a chance to explore parts of 
Severson that very few people get to encounter! This 
adventure is great for families with children 6 and up. We 
will be walking on uneven ground and in a moving current. 
Closed-toed shoes required. *Due to the fragile aquatic 
environment, we do not recommend taking a creek walk 
unless accompanied by a Severson guide. Ages 6 and up, 
anyone under 16 needs to be accompanied by an adult.

Kishwaukee Canoe Trip
Saturday, July 29 | 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Join Severson staff for a guided paddle down the 
Kishwaukee River! This trip is for beginners and 
experienced paddlers alike. Pack a sack lunch and be 
prepared to paddle for a majority of the time. We will stop 
at sandbars and other natural areas to enjoy all of the 
splendor this Class-A (high quality) stream has to offer. 
Participants must be comfortable around water and ready 
for an active day. 

Paint Night
Friday, August 25th | 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Learn how to paint elegant, wall-worthy leaf prints with 
the cheerful guidance of Andrea Wallace Noble! Join us for 
a night of creativity and learn about local trees along the 
way. No experience necessary and all materials provided. 
This includes light snacks and drinks in addition to a casual, 
cozy atmosphere. For ages 10 and up. $30.
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June 12 - 16
9:00 am to noon

June 19 - 23
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

June 26 - 30
9:00 am to noon

July 6
9:00 am to noon or
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

July 7
9:00 am to noon
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Wild Things: Little Heroes *waitlist only
(ages 4-6)
Embrace your innner hero as we learn how to save nature, tackle fun challenges, 
and train to be the best versions of ourselves along the way!
$90/member, $105/non-member

Peek in the Creek
(ages 7-11)
Our daily creek adventures include boat races, getting muddy, and catching 
crayfish. 
$120/member, $150/non-member

Wild Things: Little Creators *waitlist only
(ages 4-6)
Paint, dance, sing, craft! Your little creator will learn more about nature through 
the arts and deepen their appreciation of the outdoors.
$90/member, $105/non-member

Grandparents Camp: Aquatic Habitats
(grandkids ages 4-10)
Make boats, catch crayfish, explore the creek, and spend time making priceless 
memories.
Cost varies based on number in your family group. See website for details.

Grandparents Camp: Terrestrial Habitats
(grandkids ages 4-10)
Make crafts, catch insects, romp through the prairie, and spend time making 
priceless memories.
Cost varies based on number in your family group. See website for details.

Is there anything more quintessentially “summer” than the Summer Camp experience? 
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July 10 - 14
9:00 am to3:00 pm

July 17 - 21
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

July 24 - 28
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

July 31 - August 4
9:00 am to noon

August 7 - 11
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Amazing Adventures
(ages 7-11)
Each day is a new adventure. This year our adventures include Survivor Day, Cave 
Man Day, and Nature Hero Day. 
$120/member, $150/non-member

Blazing Paddles
(ages 12-16)
Explore the rivers of Winnebago County by canoe, build teamwork and leadership 
skills, and partake in fun camp traditions. 
$180/member, $210/non-member

Peek in the Creek
(ages 7-11)
Our daily creek adventures include boat races, getting muddy, and catching 
crayfish. 
$120/member, $150/non-member

Wild Things: Little Pirates *waitlist only
(ages 4-6)
Our pirate crew will be “sailing the high seas” of Hall Creek as we catch critters, 
make boats, and search for lost treasure!
$90/member, $105/non-member

Call of the Wild
(ages 7-11)
Campers get in touch with their inner cave people, minus the cave. Each clan builds 
a home base from which they sally forth to explore. 
$120/member, $150/non-member

Register at SeversonDells.org/summer-camp
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Photos by Andrea Wallace Noble

Conservation Crew 
Restoration Workdays

Saturday, May 13
Monday, May 22
Monday, June 26
Saturday, July 8
Monday, July 24

Saturday, August 12
Monday, August 28

9:00 am to noon

You are invited to participate in the restoration of our 
natural areas by joining our volunteer Conservation 
Crew! Our crew helps to restore and maintain balance 
in the ecosystem by removing invasive plants like 
Asian bush honeysuckle and garlic mustard and 
collecting native seeds for propogation. Working 
alongside fellow volunteers in the beauty of the 
outdoors is both gratifying and invigorating. No 
experience necessary; training and tools are supplied. 
Bring a water bottle to stay hydrated. 
Dress in layers and expect to get dirty! 
RSVP to Liz@seversondells.org.
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Hello, my name 
is Laura Sjoquist.  
I am the new 
Administrative 
Assistant at 
Severson Dells 
Nature Center.  
I am originally 
from Blaine, 
Minnesota but 
have lived with 
my family in 
Rockton for over 
20 years now.  I 
graduated from 
the University 
of Minnesota 

a long time ago with a degree in studio arts.  More 
recently I completed my Masters in Environmental 
Education through Hamline University in St. Paul.  I 
worked and volunteered as an environmental and 
outdoor educator in the Rockford area for many years 
including at Atwood Education Center, Natural Land 
Institute, and Angelic Organics Learning Center. 

I am excited to join the team at Severson Dells Nature 
Center!  I was lucky to grow up in nature with easy 
access to creeks to wade in and trees to climb and to 

have a mother who loved to camp and 
hike.  My favorite childhood memories are hiking 
and biking  with my sister and cousins exploring the 
trails of Minnesota’s incredible state parks.  I think 
it’s important to give everyone the opportunity to 
explore and experience nature, and am so happy to be 
part of an organization that provides that chance to 
the community.

When I am not at work I enjoy traveling with my 
family.  We’ve been fortunate enough to have had the 
opportunity to explore new places both in the United 
States and outside of it.  Some of the amazing places 
we’ve  hiked include Banff National Park in Canada, 
Mount Elbert 
in Colorado, 
and The Sandia 
Mountains in 
New Mexico.  
I also like to 
paint, read, 
watch my 
son Jack play 
hockey, and 
do volunteer 
restoration 
work.

Introducing:

Administrative Assistant
Laura Sjoquist
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The Boatman 
by Robert M. Thorson
Harvard University Press

The Boatman gives readers a 
Thoreau for the Anthropocene 
epoch. As a backyard naturalist 
and river enthusiast, Thoreau was 
keenly aware of the way humans 
had altered the waterways and 
meadows of his beloved Concord 
River Valley. And he recognized 

that he himself—a land surveyor by trade—was as 
complicit in these transformations as the bankers, 
lawyers, builders, landowners, and elected officials 
who were his clients. Robert Thorson tells a 
compelling story of intellectual growth, as Thoreau 
moved from anger, to lament, to acceptance of the 
way humans had changed the river he cherished more 
than Walden Pond.

In his twenties, Thoreau had contemplated industrial 
sabotage against a downstream factory dam. By the 
mid-1850s he realized that humans and an “imperfect” 
nature were inseparable. His beliefs and scientific 

understanding of 
the river would 
be challenged 
again when he 
was hired in 1859 
as a technical 
consultant 
for the River 
Meadow 
Association, 
in America’s 
first statewide 
case for dam 
removal—a 
veritable class-
action suit of 
more than 

500 petitioners that pitted local farmers against 
industrialists. Thorson offers the most complete 
account to date of this “flowage controversy,” 
including Thoreau’s behind-the-scenes investigations 
and the political corruption that eventually carried the 
day.

In the years after the publication of Walden (1854), 
the river boatman’s joy in the natural world was 
undiminished by the prospect of environmental 
change. Increasingly, he sought out for solace and 
pleasure those river sites most dramatically altered 
by human invention and intervention—for better and 
worse.

Book Nook:
The Boatman
by Robert M. Thorson

Harvard University Press
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“Nature has always been 
a part of my life,” says Jess Potter. “I think growing up in 
the 80’s and 90’s was a huge factor. I was constantly 
playing outside. My parents didn’t deter me from getting 
dirty either. Each summer I spent a week at one of the 
Park District camps: Eagle Hill, Conestoga, and Lone Oak. 
I loved everything 
about them, but 
especially the creek 
exploration and 
campouts. As I got 
older my interests 
changed, but when 
I was attending 
Rock Valley 
College I took an 
Environmental Science 
class taught by Mr. Joe Haverly and my love for nature and 
the outdoors was rekindled.” It was around this time that 
Jess began visiting Severson Dells; she and her mom made 
a tradition of walking our path during Luminaria, our 
annual winter event featuring an illuminated night hike, 
live music, and hot chocolate.

Chris’ relationship with nature also began at a young 
age, when he would “spend the entire day in the woods” 
and was encouraged by his parents. He says “I camped 
frequently with my father and our extended family (I have 
14 aunts and uncles, and we would have a giant Memorial 

Weekend camping 
trip, full of cousins 
running everywhere).” 
He recounts his mom 
vocalizing, “Don’t be 
a litterbug.” I still think 
about that often, and 
I believe it helped me 
recognize that we 
need to care for the 
environment.” Now, he 
describes his time in 
nature as therapeutic. 
“Going on a walk 
through Severson 
Dells or any of the other 
preserves in the area is a 
temporary relief from [the daily pressures of life].  It’s just 
you and the outdoors, no plans or time restraints, just a 
walk. It’s almost like a meditation, a reset.”

When Jess and Chris started dating, they attended 
Luminaria together and have since become familiar faces 
around the Dells, especially since the arrival of their two 
kids, Tallulah (7) and Castor (4) who are now familiar faces 
at our yearly Summer Camps! As a family, the Potters say 
the Severson Dells calendar is their go-to place for finding 
things to do. Some of 
their favorite events 
include Pollinator 
Palooza, Readings from 
the Rookery, Spook 
the Dells, and Science 
Saturdays. But, in their 
words, “Everything out 
here is good.” They’ve 
never left a Severson 
event disappointed. 

When asked why 
connecting their kids 
with nature is important 
to them, Jess said, “Every 
parent wants the world 

Supporter Spotlight:

The Potter Family
Chris, Jessica, Tallulah, and Castor

The Potter Family

Jessica Potter

Chris and Jessica Potter at Golden 
Hour in the Grove

The Potter Family at Family Shelter 
Building at Severson Dells
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for their children, I’m 
no different. I want to 
raise happy, healthy, 
confident people. 
I want to foster a 
positive relationship 
with my children 
so that they feel 
comfortable exploring 
their interests and 
pushing their limits, 
but knowing they 
always have a 
safe place with us. 
Nature is designed 
perfectly for this. 

When we’re venturing, 
it’s not uncommon for our kids to run ahead, climb trees or 
boulders, and sometimes get too close to an edge. It’s in 
these moments that they’re learning about their comfort 
levels, knowing we are right there to help if help is needed. 
My hope is that these memories will foster a similar love 
for nature and in turn encourage them to make conscious 
choices later in life in support of the environment.

Ultimately, I hope that they find the same therapeutic 
qualities in spending time in nature that I do.  I also hope 
to instill the value of being a custodian of our environment, 
and the importance of preserving and protecting it. Then 
maybe they too can pass that along, and the cycle can 
continue.  As kids, I want them to have fun, and have that 
fun be linked with the outdoors!” said Chris.

We are so grateful for the Potter’s generous and diverse 
support. Not only do they contribute personally through 

membership, event 
attendance, and our 
annual fundraiser, 
Golden Hour in the 
Grove; Chris has 
also graciously 
recruited his employer, 
International Flavors 
and Fragrances,  to 
match his family’s 
donations to Severson 
Dells. Chris and 
Tallulah also recently 
volunteered at one 
of our Conservation 
Crew Restoration Days 

helping to remove invasive 
honeysuckle. 

Many companies 
throughout the region offer 
matching gift programs for 
donations made by their 
employees, employee’s 
spouses, and retirees. Check 
with your Human Resources 
Department to see if your 
company has a matching 
donation program. 

As a staff, it has been a joy to 
have the Potter’s engaged in so 
many ways at Severson Dells. We have enjoyed watching 
the kids grow up through our programs and even 
watching them learn how to ride their bikes in the Severson 
Dells parking lot. Seeing the many individuals and families 
like the Potters take ownership of Severson Dells as their 
place to get outdoors and build a community like no other 
is the full embodiment of the mission of Severson Dells -- to 
link people to nature through education and research. A 
huge thank you to the Potters and the many others like 
them that bring our mission to life.

Castor Potter at Little Pirates 
Summer Camp 2022

The Potter Family hiking

Tallulah Potter at Restoration Workday 
at Severson Dells



2022 Annual Report

Dear Friends of the Severson Dells Nature Center,

Today is March 10 and our region awoke to a heavy blanket of snow.  If I’m being honest, I’m ready for spring and warmer 
weather.  That being said, it’s hard to ignore the beauty and silence of our snow-covered landscape.  On my drive into work 
the trees were breathtaking, and I was treated to Sandhill Cranes mining for food in a local cornfield.  The changing seasons, 
wildlife, and natural beauty reminded me of how much I enjoy calling the Midwest home.  More importantly, it’s a reminder of 
the important role Severson Dells Nature plays in our region and its mission of: 
…linking people to nature through education and research in the northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin region.  We promote 
awareness of the natural world, fostering respect, enjoyment, and preservation now and in the future.  

We are committed to connecting people of all ages with the natural world, and we believe that nature education is more 
important than ever. Northern Illinois is home to a rich diversity of plants and animals, and through our educational programs, 
we aim to inspire a sense of wonder and stewardship among our community members who will become the next generation 
of conservationists.  The positive impact our organization has had in the region would not be possible without our supporters 
who have helped us continue this important work. Your support has allowed us to provide vital nature education experiences 
to thousands of people, inspiring a love of nature and promoting environmental conservation.  For this support, we thank you.

Over the past year our organization emerged from the pandemic. Under Director Ann Wasser’s leadership and her talented 
team, we have emerged stronger than ever, both from a financial and programming perspective.  This is a testament to their 
tremendous resilience and adaptability to pivot and use their creativity to execute our mission.  Unfortunately, we have faced 
another challenge with the Forest Preserves of Winnebago County recently electing to terminate Ann and the Severson staff 
effective March 2023.  This decision was made unilaterally by the Forest Preserves of Winnebago County board and came 
as a surprise to the staff at the Nature Center and to the Severson Dells Education Foundation board of directors.  With that 
being said, the Severson Dells staff and board of directors has worked tirelessly over the past three months to establish payroll, 
insurance, benefits, and HR support for Ann and her team.       

We have nearly completed this process but will undoubtedly need your support to help us manage a significant monetary 
increase to our 2023 annual operating plan.  Please consider a donation to Severson Dells Education Foundation. Your support 
will help guarantee that school field trips, guided hikes, camps, lectures, and all the other programs you have come to expect 
from us continue.  Secondly, there is a small, but mighty staff operating the nature center 
and we are always looking for volunteers to support our education programs and help 
with habitat restoration.  

Finally – thank you.  None of our mission would have been possible without you. We are 
grateful for the generous donations, volunteer hours, and words of encouragement that 
have helped sustain us during these difficult times. Your support has enabled us to 
continue our mission of providing nature education to our community and we are 
deeply grateful.

Thank you for your continued support, and I hope to see you at 
Severson Dells Nature Center soon! 

Always Moving Forward,
Chris Samuelson
Board President

    20
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Program GraphicTax Numbers
Assets

Current Assets:

Noncurrent Assets:

Current Liabilities

Net Assets

$ 318,921

37, 388

-

30,448

-

$ 2,163,511

-

50,409

(31,194)

19,215

71,211

$ -

32,000

5,409

$ 2,472,182

131,103

$ 386,757

$ 2,253,937

$ 2,640,694

$ 37,409

$ 2,603,285

$             2,640,694

Cash

Grants receivable

Pledges receivable, current

Inventory

Prepaid expenses

Investments

Pledges receivable, longterm

Furniture and Equipment

Less: Accumulated depreciation

Propertyand equipment, net

Endowment investments

Payroll liabilities

Accounts payable

Deferred revenue

Without donor restrictions

With donor restrictions

Total current assets

Total noncurrent assets

Total assets

Total current liabilities

Total net assets

Total liabilities + net assets
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Rich and Mary Anne Toppe, Fran Kerns Dewey, Orville and Ruth Varland, John and Linda Ruhl, Joanne 
Panther, The Frana Family, Don Miller, Dawn A. Miller, Julia A. Johnson, Leona I Frey, Gloria L Meden, 
Merle Schandelmeier, Barbara Whitsitt, Karen Diamond, Jim O’Brien, and Linda Ann Tipton

Since its inception in 1976, donors have supported the programs at Severson Dells Nature Center 
through donations, both monetary and in-kind. As a result, our organization has helped teach 
more than a half-million people about the natural world. We have done our best to list the 
individuals and groups who have supported Severson Dells Nature Center through memberships, 
donations, sponsorships, memorials, and other gifts during 2022. 

Members & Supporters

Jay and Sharon Adler
Chris Alvarado and Priya  
  Ramaswamy
Tor Andaas 
Mary and Peter Anderson
Yessenia Andronic
Joseph Appell 
Mary Arenson
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Becky Asher 
Mudsara  Awan 
Nabil and Liljana Baddour
Ballard Household
Rick and Bonnie Barton
Meghan and Caitlyn Baylor 
James Beam 
Carol Beatty 
Melissa Beatty
Carol Becke
Bob and Beverly Beebe
Richard Benning 
Linda Bergstrom 
Jon Bertram
Shelby Best 
Molly and Sumo   
  Bhattacharya
Austin Bigger
David F. Black
Mary Blackmore 
Matt and April Blager
Stephen and Mardon   
  Blomgren
Caroline Borsini

Juliana Brandys
Mary Breeden
Jana and Tommy Breen
Regina K. Brenmark-French 
Michael Brien 
Joann Broadus 
Bill and Carol Brosend
Ashley Brown 
Bill and Joyce Brown
Guy Bucciferro
Scott Buckley
Marie Bueche
Ronald and Patricia   
  Callaway
Jack and Helen Cambier
Anita Campbell 
Craig G. Campbell 
Allan and Elizabeth Carlson
Steven and Kathy Chapman
Cynthia and Mike Chmell
Roland and Marjorie   
  Christen
Shanna Cirigliano
Rob Clark and Cassi Paslick
Karen Clements 
Kathie Conerton
Lauren Conklin
Alexis Conniff 
Richard and Arlene Cook
Susan Cooling 
Lesly Couper
Prudence Court 
Mike and Kathy Crandall

Melissa Cromwell
Randy Mermel and Jessie  
  Crow-Mermel
Andrew Culhane
John and Nichole Cyrus 
Linda DalFratello 
Jacqueline and Charles                
  Dawson
Jackie De Batista and Marcelo 
Batista
Justin DeVlieger
Terry Dickow 
Madeline Dillner 
Wayne and Linda Dillner
David and Pamela Donahue
Doncheck Household
Susie Douglas 
Ann C. Downie 

Tracy Downs
Susan and Joe Drennan
Mary Earle 
Renee and Nathan Edlen
Katie and tom Eickman 
Tom Eickman
Judith Emmett 

Susan and Jim Epperson
Jeff Fahrenwald and Linda  
  Ballou
Suzanne Falconer 
Barb and Gene Ferry
Teresa and William Fillers 
Matthew and Rachel Fisher 
Diane and Barry Fitz
Gerry and Nancy Follmar
Edwin T Foster
Alice Fox and Ron Holm
Barb and Ken Frampton
Darlene Frederick 
Tracy Freeman
William D. Fruin 
Claire Gallenz 
Kara and Robert Gallup
Ed Gantenbien
Kelly Garay  and Arturo   
  Gara
Vanessa and Ryan Garnhart
Nada Geddes
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Darby Gibson
Lindsay and Eduard Gjoni
Beth Parentice and Patrick    
  Goeckner
Sandra Goetz
Debbie and Rich Gortowski
Monica Grasse 
Michael Groves
Bjorn Gustafson 
Paul and April Haeflinger

Members

Memorials & Honorariums
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Emily Hahn Porter 
Brian Hale and Ruth Hanson  
  Hale
Dixie Darlene Haling
Craig Hall
Robert and Nadine   
  Hallstrom
Bo and Karen Hammarberg
Brett and Margret Hanson
Jim Heing
Kendra and William Helvey
Jarrod Hennis
Julie and Mark Hepworth
Ray and Nina Herzer
Janet and Luther Hill III
Andrea Hinkemeyer 
Nancy A. Hobba
Jim and Joan Hocker
Steven and Cyree Hornbeck
Marie Howard
Colleen Hughes 
Susan and Alan Hukle
Callie Hunter
Daniel and Allison Huntley
Joan Hurd 
Richard Incelli 
Aya and Jimmy Ivacic 
Donald Ivacic
Nicolai and Amanda  
  Simmons-Janitzky
Jeanette Jess 
Russ Johansson
Betsy and Dan Johnson
Bonnie Johnson 
Dave and Anita Johnson
Georgia Johnson 
Kristin Johnson
Lou Ann and Harlan  
  Johnson
Judith Johnson
Eugene and Joy Jordan
Russell Kaney and Nancy  
  Kiefer
John and Gina Karvelis
Margaret and Neil Kasicki
Mary Kaull
James and Pamela Keeling
Laura Keith-Schwartz and Mel  
  Schwartz
Thomas Kellogg 
Sandra and Daniel Kelly
Michael J. Kennedy 
Julia and Matthew Kindler 
Vicki and Timothy King
Mary A. Kisamore 
Sharon M. Klever 
Kerry Knodle 
Barbara Kober and Ed Kozel
Irv Koning 
Julie A. Kosinski 
Paul Goddard and Leah  
  Krippner
Diane and Ed  Kuehl 
Renee LaBella 
Jude C and  Patricia R Lai

Brandi and Scott Lander
Lorie and Joe Langan
John Larson
Betty J. Leeson
Janaan Lewis
Kathy Like 
Stephen and Lorrie Liphart
Jakob and Mackenzie   
  Loescher 
Jason Loescher and Tina  
  Rittner
LoRayne Logan
Peter and Pamela Lonsway
Michele Lotzer-Smith 

Jeff and Kelly Lowary
Kathleen Lupont 
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Jessie Madl 
Carolyn Manalli 
Christopher and Cecilia  
  Mann
James and Lori Marshall
Kathy Martinez
Bruce and Mary Mathwich
Paulette Matthews 
Skip and Kathie Mattison
Karen Matz and John  
  Skowronski
Colleen McDonald
Colleen McGee Zolper
Connie and Phil McIntosh
Mary McKenzie-Swafford and 
Michael Swafford
Neil McLaughlin 
Barbara  McNamara
John and Kathy Meiners
Marilyn Mejide
Suzette Merchant 
C. Meyers 
Cindy Meyers
Steve and Judy Meyers
Jeff Stack and Kathy Mielke
Don and Sue Miller
Matt Miller
Melissa Mitchell
Oliver and Anita Mitchell
Jennifer Mitchell
Bruce and Judy Moe
Susan Molyneaux 
Leslie Moore
Fred Speer and Christine  
  Mullins
Toni Murray
Cynthia Nelson
Amy and Jason Newell
John Andrew Newgren 
Patricia Nicolosi 

Linda Niemiec 
David and Arlene Noel
Sarah and Ilche Nonevski
Jim and Kathy O’Brien
Nancy and Randy Ocken
Jerry and Diana Ogren
Dennis and Sharon O’Hara
Sam and Patty Oliveri
Jenny and Nolan Olson 
Nita Osbern 
Diane Panther 
Patricia Perkins 
Jody and Frank Perrecone
Roger and Bev Peters
Catherine Peterson 
Carla and Jack Phillips
Perry and Janet Pollock
Nicholas C  and Catherine C  
  Povalitis
Anne Pritz-Hall
Keevin Quillen
Rebecca Quirk
John and Collette Rahm
Marjory and Gerald Rand
Carolyn E. Rasmussen
Jane Reuber 
Jacqueline S. Rheaume 
Joan Robare 
Jacob Roberson
James and Sallyann Roberts
Linda Robertson and Katy  
  Allen
Sally Roegiest 
Stephen Rohl and Denise   
  Glasenapp
Adam Rolando
Joshua and Kate Rollins 
Jack and Vicky Rowley
Al Royal and Nicole Rundall- 
  Royal 
Bradley Rydholm 
Darlene and David Saam
Joan B. Sage 
David and Yissel Salafsky 
Peter and Gabriela  
  Sambrook 
Ann Marie Santora 
John and Catherine  
  Schafman
Thomas and Karen Schiller
Esther M. Schipper
Mike and Meghan Schirger
Stephen Schmaeng 
Walt and Lana Schmitt
Walt and Lana Schmitt
Carol and Jeff Schnaiter
Paul Jordan and Cindy  
  Schwartz
Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
Carol M. Severson 
Doug Severson and Miriam  
  Geraghty
Jamal Shafii 
John and Ann Shallcross
Keith and Pam Shaver

Alan and Darlene Shaw
Bob and Pat Shaw
Corinne Shotliff
Michelle and David Sidney 
William and Karen Sikorski
Barbara and Jack Simon
Margaret and Neil Kasicki
Cynthia Slife
Marty Smith
Nichole Smith 
Tim and Teresa Smith
Timothy Smith
Katie and Corey Sornsin 
Nancy Speck 
Bob and Linda Spelman
Jacquelyn Spelman
Denise and Daniel  
  Speracino
Greg and Emily Stephens 
Stephen Symes
Steven and Marcia Terrill
Ross and Janice Thompson
Carl Trank
Julie and Randy Trank
Julie Uram 
Toni Vanderheyden
Steve and Joy Vee
Janet and Matthew Vincent
Sonia and Bob Vogl
Kim Lowman Vollmer and 
John Vollmer
Paul and Beth VonDriska
Stacy and Dana Wallace
Jayne Walsh
Virginia and Walter Watson
Tenille Weber
Neita L. Webster 
Kelly and Eric Weiand
Tasha Wendorf
Tasha Wendorf
Margaret Werner 

Joylene Westphal 
Katina and Nate Whinnery
Kate and David Whitacre
William A. White 
Jonathan and Melissa  
  Whitmore
Ann Whitney
Butch Whittaker 
Barbara and Daniel Williams
D. J. Williams
Teresa Wilmot 
Douglas and Diane Wilson
Judy Wilson 
Jim and Sally  Wonder 
Brandy Wowk
Randy Zimmerman
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Donors
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Jay and Sharon Adler
Monique Aduddell
Mary and Peter Anderson
Dennis Anthony
Joseph Appell 
Elaine Arand
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Nesher Asner
Martha Patricia Bachmann
Nabil and Liljana Baddour
Bruce Bade
Paul and Teri Baits
Francie Barnes
Rick and Bonnie Barton
Bill and Leah Baskin
Meghan and Caitlyn Baylor 
Darien Becker
Paula Christensen and Roger   
  Benedict
Wendy Bennett 
Richard Benning 
Tabitha Benson
Blains Farm and Fleet West
Karl and Linda Black
Mary Blackmore 
Katherine Clare Bland
David and Nancy Bloomstrand
David M and Anne C  
  Boccignone
Jared and Jen Boeke
John and Anna Borchers
Joann Broadus 
Iron Arch Management
Marie Bueche
Gloyd Family Foundation
Elizabeth Burkholder
Ron and Carol Burmeister
Karen Busser
Carolyn and Rufus Cadigan
Stanley Campbell
Lynell Cannell
Comet Fabricating and Welding
Stefanie Carlson
Mary Caskey
Robert Castiglia
Elena Chapko
Steven and Kathy Chapman
Beth and Scott Christensen
Rob Clark and Cassi Paslick
The Kjellstrom Family  
  Foundation
Lauren Conklin
Mark and Amy Conklin
Holli Connell
Richard and Arlene Cook
Agnes Cooling
Prudence Court 
Seedling Garden Club
Sheri Crawford
Samantha Crooks
Randy Mermel and Jessie  
  Crow-Mermel
Natalie Dal Pra

Linda DalFratello 
Patricia Davis
Jackie De Batista and Marcelo  
  De Batista
Richard Deming
Monica Diaz
Deb Dietz
Madeline Dillner 
Janice Ditsworth

Robert Dolgan
Amy Doll
Joe and Susan Doty
Kirby and Dan Doyle
Susan and Joe Drennan
Michelle and Eric Dreyer
Lori Drummond
Andrew Dvorak
Roman Dziaba
Mary Earle 
Katie and Tom Eickman 
Lauren Elwart
Judith Emmett 
Alyce and Harold Fath
Amanda Feragen
Barb and Gene Ferry
FIELD
Diane and Barry Fitz
Jessica Forsgren
Edwin T Foster
Jean and John Frana
The Francik Family
Leona Frey
Ronald W and Norma A Frey
Laura Furman
William Furniss
Kara and Robert Gallup
Vanessa and Ryan Garnhart
Allan Geddes
Nancy Geddes
Guy B Reno Foundation
Diane Geraghty
Elisabeth Bob Geraghty
Peter Geraghty
Wild Ones Rock River Valley
Sandra Goetz
Megan Granados
Pheasants Forever, Inc.  Win. Co.  
  Chapter #404
Carter B Green and Beth 
Schroeder Green
Mark and Jill Grove
Lori Gummow and Phil  

  Caltagerone
Maxine and Fred Hadley
Paul and April Haeflinger
Steven and Keiko Hall
Tina Hallberg
Brett and Margret Hanson
The Ben Harding Family  
  Foundation
Morgan Hardy
Tom and Debra Hartley
Twyla Hauser
Doris and Larry Heibner
Kathryn and John Heisel
Scott Heisel
Kathleen Helge
Jarrod Hennis
Rockford Art Deli
Julie and Mark Hepworth
Dan & Cathy Herdeman
Deena & Rodger Hergert
Pam and Gregg Herrmann
Ray and Nina Herzer
Janet and Luther Hill III
Tyler Hillman
Andrea Hinkemeyer 
Jan Hinkemeyer
Connie and Dean Hinnerichs
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Taylor Hopkins
Larry and Suzanne Hopps
Callie Hunter
Elaine G. Hutchcroft
Raise The Bar
Samantha Jensen
Jeanette Jess 
Aaron Johnson
Betsy and Dan Johnson
Bonnie Johnson 
Darrell & Candy Johnson
Dave and Anita Johnson
Gary R and Diane L Johnson
Lou Ann and Harlan Johnson
Mary Johnson
Penny Johnson
Eugene and Joy Jordan
Dan and Diane Kane
Alec and Kay Kaplanes
Laura Karpinski
Donna Kastning
Mary Kaull
James and Pamela Keeling
Mark Keister and Sheryl Pitts  
  Wolff
Mary A. Kisamore 
Curtis and Laurie Kleckler
Kerry Knodle 
Barbara Kober and Ed Kozel
Diane Koch
Doug and Deb Kruger
Jack and Nancy Kubitz
Diane and Ed  Kuehl 
Lorie and Joe Langan



Shawn Lantz
Jay Larson
Jeff Layng and Jamie Johanssen
Betty J. Leeson
Richard T. Leighton
Susan Lindsay-Jones 
Stephen and Lorrie Liphart
Dan Loescher
Jakob and Mackenzie   
  Loescher 
Jason Loescher and Tina  
  Rittner
John and Carol Longhenry
Jennifer Lorenzen
Kathleen Lupont 
Jessie Madl 
Katie Malnor
Carolyn Manalli 
Christopher and Cecilia Mann
Kathy Martinez
Bruce and Mary Mathwich
Paulette Matthews 
Skip & Kathie Mattison
Karen Matz and John Skowronski
Wendy Mayfield
Thomas McCullough
The 5th Sister Charitable Fund
Connie and Phil McIntosh
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Eamon McKenna
Barbara  McNamara
John and Kathy Meiners
David and Kathryn Menteer
Carrie A Meyer and Ernest W  
  Carlson
Steve and Judy Meyers
Don and Sue Miller
David and Jan Mills
Frederick and Cynthia Miner
Robert and Co Leber Mirgain
Bruce and Judy Moe
Susan Molyneaux 
Greg and Christy Moore
Leslie and David Moore
Elizabeth Muldowney
Elizabeth Mullins
Tammy and John Murabito
Beverly Neff
Cynthia Nelson
Amy and Jason Newell
Randa and Chuck Noble
Sarah and Ilche Nonevski
John O’Brien
Robert & Kim O’Malley
Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation Grant Program
Jim and Kathy O’Brien
Randy and Nancy Ocken
Michael Oliveri
Sam and Patty Oliveri

David and Cathy Ott
Marianna and Herb Page
Diane Panther 
Beth Parentice and Patrick  
  Goeckner
Rex and Carol Parker
Rhonda Parsons
Brian Douglas and Donna Wilcox      
  Pauley
Gerald Paulson
Allen and Ruth Penticoff
Jody and Frank Perrecone
Marianna Peterson
Carla and Jack Phillips
Phil Pilcher and Mary Lou    
  Robertson
Chris and Jessica Potter
Nicholas C  and Catherine C  
  Povalitis
Dorothy Ann Powell
Rosemary Prewett
Samantha Raasch
Phillip and Janice Rada
Dakota Radford
Linda Radford
Roger and Mary Reithmeier
Jacqueline S. Rheaume 
Rock Valley Garden Center, Inc.
Underground Squirrel Studio
Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois
Gregory and Dr. Karen Ruffner
Joan B. Sage 
Daniel Salvi
Chris and Courtney Samuelson
Ashley Sarver

John and Catherine Schafman
Sheree Sensel
Carol M. Severson 
Doug Severson and Miriam  
  Geraghty
Susan Severson Barbier
Barbara and Gerald Shelton, Jr.
Jordyn Shelton
Kelly Shelton

Brandon Simmons
Lora McClelland and Michael  
  Simmons
Barbara and Jack Simon
Sjostrom & Sons Foundation,  
  Inc.
Cynthia Slife
Edward Slocum
Jennifer Smith
Marty Smith
Tim and Teresa Smith
Fred Speer and Christine  
  Mullins
Shawn Stacey-Choinard and    
  Raymond Choinard
Ciara Stahly
David Stocker
D&R Stoner Family Farms
Dean Swinson
Shirley Syverson
David and Barbara Tanaglia
Steven and Marcia Terrill
Amber Thacker
Jeff Tilly
Richard and Mary Anne Toppe
Jill Torre
Choices Natural Market
Kathie and Trace Toulouse
Lynne and Dale Townsend
Kristina Truax
Victoria Tuschen
Margaret Tyler
Julie Uram 
Steve and Joy Vee
John Verhaar and Janet Herbert- 
  Verhaar
Phyllis Vertiz
Debbie and Don Vidican
Janet and Matthew Vincent
Marian Vittinghoff
Paul and Beth VonDriska
Ann Wasser
Neita L. Webster 
Kelly and Eric Weiand
Lenae Weichel and Kevin  
  Holdmann
Joylene Westphal 
Kate and David Whitacre
Barbara and Daniel Williams
Kevin Williams
Teresa Wilmot 
Douglas and Diane Wilson
Jim and Sally  Wonder 
Sandra Wrate
Larry Zachary
Dan and Ann Zeigler
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Thank you to our Volunteers
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Adel Parsley
Aimar Lopiz-Flores
Andrea Hinkemeyer
Andy Kimball
Angelina Siriann
Anne Pritz-Hall

Anthony Liny-Rudas
Anya Patel
Arya Patel
Ashley Brown
Ava Rivera
Ben Davies
Brad Keyes
Brandon Simmons
Brendan Noble
Brett Hanson
Butch Whitakker
Carla Phillips
Carly Siriann
Carol Comella
Carolyn Manalli
Catherine Povalitis
Cathy Ott
Cecilia Mann
Chris Mann
Chris Samuelson
Cindy Meyers
Claire Gallenz
Connie McIntosh
Cynthia Chmell

Dalesia Jackson
Dan Huntley
Dan Kasten
Dan Zeigler
Danni Brosend
Darra Clarkston
David Noel
Destiny Romero
Devin Lorio
Diego Lima Perez
Don Miller
Ed Larson
Eileen Rivera
Ekyra Singleton
Emily Dillner
Esther Schippers
Gene Jordan
Gina Collins
Greg Ruffner
Hans Rupert
Harmony Battle
Holly Hansen
Jace Nguyen
Jack Armstrong
Jack Phillips
Jacqueline Rheaume
Jake Loescher
James Abad
Jamie Mundy
Jan Mercado
Janiah Figueroa
Jarrod Hennis
Jeanne Bergstorm
Jessie Crow Mermel
Jessie Madl
Jim McFarlane
Jirieh Yandel Concepcion
Jody Perrecone
Jorie Smith
Joy Jordan

Joy Vee
Joy Westphal
Joyce Gibbons
Juan Acosta
Judy Uchno
Julie Trank
Julie Uram
Kaitlyn Tesdorff
Kathy Martinez
Katie Eickman
Kaylin Janicke
Keevin Quillen
Keri Rainsberger
Keryia Sullivan
Kiya Patel
Kolandra Roundtree
Kyle Mitchell
Lauren Conklin
Lois Davis
Lora McClelland
Lun Hou
Madison Owens
Makya Knol
Margret Hanson
Mariela Jimenez
Mary Kisamore

Meleny Chiqui
Michael Rices
Michael Simmons
Monoro Chaves

Oerbria Pearson
Patricia Nicolosi

Patty Oliveri
Paul Haeflinger
Paula Tesdorff
Paulette Matthews
Rich Toppe
Richard Polit
Rob Clark
Rodrigo Lira
Rosalie Siriann
Ryan LeFaivre
Samantha Mandyano  
  Vega
Sara Wykes
Sharlez Rodriguez
Sharon Shipp
Slavi Bonev
Stephanie Mandijano
Steve Vee
Sue Molyneaux
Taujah Paschal
Thomas Kellogg
Tim Damm
Toni Murray
Tor Andraas
Walt S.
William (Bill) Nutini
Yannik Slocum
Zach Dal Pra



BusinessMembers 
& Event Sponsors

Special thanks to our Business Members and Event Sponsors for supporting local 
nature education for the community. Their support allows us to deliver the wide range 

of high quality programming you have come to know and love from Severson Dells. 

If your business is interested in supporting Severson Dells, 
please contact Ann Wasser at ann@seversondells.org or 815-335-2915. 

of Winnebago
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Field Trip Testimonials

Summer Camp Testimonials

“During this field trip, I learned that Honeysuckle is a bad BAD plant, and how to cut it down. I enjoyed 
shelter building, and the teamwork involved in it. I wonder when we will drive the Honeysuckle out of 
the forest.” 

“Thank you for letting me have a field trip to Severson Dells. I really enjoyed cutting down the 
Honeysuckle, building shelters, and figuring out what soil we had. I learned that there are different 
soils for different plants and that some plants change soil.”

“I enjoyed learning about Honeysuckle. I had so much fun cutting it too. I wonder what is going to 
happen with the prairie seeds. I had so much fun with you guys.”

“Thank you for the amazing trip! Everything was great and very exciting. I will be back to this 
beautiful place so see you soon!”

“Thank you for letting us go on a field trip in your wonderful nature preserve. It was very fun and I 
learned a lot. Thank you!” 

“Thank you so much for teaching us many things. One thing I learned was how many animals were 
dying because of honeysuckle. Something I enjoyed was cutting down the honeysuckle because it 
was a lot of fun. Lastly, something I wondered was how many live animals have you seen at Severson 
Dells? For example, wolves or coyotes.”

“Thank you very much for letting our class visit your Dells. It was a wonderful trip. I learned about 
different ecosystems and soil. I really enjoyed working as a team to build forts too. I always wondered 
what it would be like to help in the forest. I hope we can come back soon!”

When asked what campers got out of Summer Camp at the Dells, campers’ parents said: 

“My camper is extremely extroverted and thrives on being around people.  It was nice for him to have 
some time with kids his own age outdoors.”

“Great social experience and learned about nature with a new lens”

“Increased knowledge of the natural world”

“I actually think you are “Sam’s people” and that he is fully “in his element” when he is at this camp.”

“Curiosity and confidence in nature.”

Testimonials
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Address ___________________________________________

City ______________________ State _____ Zip_________

Phone ______________________________

Email ______________________________________________

I would like to support the mission of SDNC
with a gift of _____________ at this time.

Contributions are tax deductibleContributions are tax deductible
 as allowed by law.  as allowed by law. 

Please consult your tax professional.Please consult your tax professional.
Thank You For Your Support!Thank You For Your Support!

Become a Member of
“Friends of Severson Dells”

or give an additional gift
Members receive: 

     n Discount at Severson Dells’ Gift Shop 

 n Reduced admission to Severson Dells’ programs

	n Members-only programs at Severson Dells

 n Early Summer Camp registration

 n Check-out privileges at Severson Dells’ Library

 n “Notes From the Dells” newsletter,    
         with calendar of programs and special  
    events mailed directly to your home

 n Free admission to participating Association of           
  Nature Center Administrators (ANCA) member  
           nature centers around the country 

  
Annual Membership: 

  __  Individual   $40
  __  Family  $65
  __  Sponsor   $125 
  __  Benefactor   $300
  __  Sustaining   $600
  __  Patron   $1000

Become a member online at
www.seversondells.org/become-a-member/

Name ______________________________________________

Scan the QR Code with your camera 
phone to visit the Severson Dells 
website, where you can find event 
updates, membership details, and 
our full field notes blog.

Stay Connected!
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Severson Dells Activities

May
Wildflower Walk
Wednesday, May 3 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Full Moon Hike
Friday, May 5 | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Music at the Dells: Long Mama
Saturday, May 6 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Tuesday, May 9 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Jeffersonian Dinner @ The Norwegian
Wednesday, May 10 | 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Saturday, May 13 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Wednesday, May 17 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Monday, May 22 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Tuesday, May 23 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Golden Hour Mindfulness Walk
Wednesday, May 24 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Wednesday, May 31 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

June
Readings from the Rookery
Friday, June 2 | 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Full Moon Hike
Saturday, June 3 | 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, June 5 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

World Environment Day Mindfulness Walk
Monday, June 5 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Wednesday, June 7 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Family Creek Walk
Thursday, June 8 | 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Golden Hour in the Grove
Saturday, June 10 | 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, June 12 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Wednesday, June 14 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Readings from the Rookery
Friday, June 16 | 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, June 19 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Tuesday, June 20 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Sostice Drum Circle
Wednesday, June 21 | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Music at the Dells: Arielle Silver
Saturday, June 24 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, June 26 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Monday, June 26 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Wednesday, June 28 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Readings from the Rookery
Friday, June 30 | 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

July
Canoe Convoy
Monday, July 3 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

Family Creek Walk
Saturday, July 8 | 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Saturday, July 8 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, July 10 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

Readings from the Rookery
Friday, July 14 | 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Paint Night
Friday, July 14 | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Monday, July 24 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, July 24 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

Readings from the Rookery
Friday, July 28 | 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Kishwaukee Canoe Trip
Saturday, July 29 | 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Canoe Convoy
Monday, July 31 | 5:20 - 8:00 p.m.

August
Artale First Friday
Friday, August 4 | 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Saturday, August 12 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Music at the Dells: Sigh, Swoon
Friday, August 18 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Forest Quest Scavenger Hunt
Saturday, August 26 | 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Conservation Crew Restoration Workday
Monday, August 28 | 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Full Moon Hike
Wednesday, August 30 | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
 

Please register at least two days in advance by phone 815-335-2915 
or on our website: seversondells.org. 
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Notes From The Dells
Severson Dells Nature Center
8786 Montague Road
Rockford, IL  61102-9713

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
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Rockford, IL  61125
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Photo by Severson Dells Staff

Contact Us! Telephone:  1-815-335-2915 
web: www.seversondells.org 
e-mail: info@seversondells.org

Open Monday - Saturday: 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Open Sunday: 1 to 4:30 p.m.

SEVERSON DELLS NATURE CENTER 
STAFF:
Ann Wasser - Director
Andrea Wallace Noble - Educator
Liz Wiener - Naturalist/Educator
Asia M. Peters - Community Engagement 
Coordinator
Laura Sjoquist - Administrative Assistant

Severson Dells Nature Center, in 
compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, will assist in 
providing for those individuals with 
special needs. (Please notify us in 
advance of your needs that may 
require special staffing.)

BOARD MEMBERS:
Chris Samuelson- President
Catherine Povalitis- Vice President
Jessie Madl- Treasurer
Katie Eickman
Jake Loescher
Jarrod Hennis
Daniel Huntley
Patty Oliveri
Cathy Ott
Hans Rupert
Dan Kasten
Andrea Pederson

Severson Dells 
Nature Center


