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Connect With Us

President’s Message
 by Dan Huntley

Visit our website at www.seversondells.org

Cover photo: Dells in Summer by Jessie Crow Mermel. Unless otherwise noted, all other photos by Ellen Rathbone

If there’s one thing that holds generations together, it’s 
stories. Whether it be the stories of our nation and its trials 
and tribulations along the way, or memories shared 
between cousins of their times at Severson’s Grandparents 
Camp, these shared experiences add color, understanding, 
and depth to our lives. As a board, the directors are 
proud to have a role in continuing Harry and Fanny 
Severson‘s legacy to help Northern Illinois and Southern 
Wisconsin create and maintain those shared experiences. 

Of course, our story isn’t simply Harry and Fanny’s story – it’s 
also the stories of generations of young summer campers, 
experienced hikers attending Wildflower Walkabouts, 
school groups braving the late fall chills, natural education 
enthusiasts learning about the geology of the Dells, and 
our conservation work crews whose passion for removing 
non-native species is matched only by the mud on their 
boots from the wet spring. Each one of them takes 
something from Severson, something to share and 
spread – a seed – and our hope is that this seed grows 
and spreads into something wonderful in its own right.

Our board is working to secure Severson’s future and is 
excited about the plans that Severson’s staff has in the 
works. Led by our director, Ann Wasser, recently named 
new Leader of the Year by the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators, Severson continues to change, grow, 
and evolve with the times, not unlike the creatures with 
whom we are lucky to share the forest preserve. To be 
certain, there are challenges for Severson’s mission 
going forward, but with an excellent staff, an engaged 
board, and a passionate membership, I feel confident 
in saying that Severson’s tapestry of shared and collective 
experiences is a beautiful work in progress.
 

Severson needs all sorts of seeds to continue its mission, 
and if you are willing to contribute, whether your contribution 
is your story, your time, your talents, or your financial 
support, I hope you’ll reach out to us to help us continue 
our storytelling tradition for future generations. I welcome 
the opportunity to sit down with you over coffee or lunch 
to hear your Severson story and how together we might 
help write someone else’s story.

As nature enthusiasts, hunters, conservationists, scientists, 
or just pursuers of fresh air, each of us come to Severson 
with a different set of stories. It’s what makes Severson 
great. Thank you for your contribution to that history, 
whether as a volunteer, a donor, a parent, a  summer 
camper, or a believer in our mission. We cannot appreciate 
and honor that contribution enough.

It’s a beautiful day here at Severson Dells, and tomorrow is 
looking brighter. We hope to see you out here sometime, 
attending a lecture, partaking in a night hike, watching 
the birds, or perhaps, attending storytime. 

 

Photo by  Susan Moran, Rockford Register Star



3

Severson Dells connects people to nature through 
education and research and has focused on this 
mission since 1976. Staff and volunteers over the years 
have provided high-quality programs for all ages that 
inspire a love for nature in an ever-changing world.  For 
better or worse, technology has become an increasingly 
large part of our lives over the past two decades. This 
has changed the way people learn and also how they 
interact with others and the environment. 

In 2018, Severson Dells’ theme “Unplug to Connect” 
encouraged people to put down their screens and 
connect with nature, friends and family. In the era of 
Nature Deficit Disorder, this quality screen-free time 
has become increasingly important and seemingly 
harder to do. There is a growing body of research of 
the mental, physical and emotional health benefits 
of spending time in nature. People are becoming 
increasingly aware of these benefits and are seeking 
more and more nature and health-related programs. 
While we don’t expect people to completely unplug, 
we do hope they will enjoy their time in nature for the 
sake of being in nature and not just for the photo 
opportunity. 
 

After attending our annual breakfast, the theme 
“Unplug to Connect” hit a cord with Winnebago County 
Chairman, Frank Haney, who then approached us with 
the idea of a larger county-wide initiative of Unplug 
815 to encourage residents to get outside and visit the 
many green spaces in Winnebago County. This was the 
impetus for what is now 815 Outside, a collaboration 
of nature organizations in Winnebago County that 
includes the Forest Preserves of Winnebago County, the 
Natural Land Institute, Nature at the Confluence, Klehm 
Arboretum, Rockford Park District and Severson Dells 
Nature Center. Please take a look at 815Outside.com and the 
815 Outside Facebook page to find your place to get 
outside in Winnebago County (beyond Severson Dells!) 
and find suggestions of engaging activities for all ages 
and abilities. 

Unplug

To Connect
Photo by Goumbik
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The land at Severson Dells has inspired so many to fall in love 
with nature. Whether strolling through the woods, wading in 
the creek or wandering the prairie, you can’t help the inevitable 
connection. With all that this place gives, we wanted to give 
back to the land. 

Habitat restoration has been occurring in various forms for 
a number of years at Severson Dells. The Forest Preserve has 
maintained the property for almost forty-five years. To help 
support them, Nature Center staff and volunteers have taken 
on a variety of restoration projects over the years. 

In 2018, with the generous support of the Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation, Severson Dells was able to support 
habitat restoration on a whole new level. A number of items 
were purchased to support volunteer restoration work and the 
Forest Preserves of Winnebago County habitat restoration plan, 
including trees for the oak savanna restoration, hand tools 
and seed collection bags, and additional tools to monitor the 
success of restoration and citizen science efforts. 

This funding from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation 
is a 3-to-1 matching grant with additional financial support 
available when 400 volunteer hours are reached. The unique 
nature of this grant allowed Severson Dells to involve the 
community in restoration projects over the course of the year, 
both as financial supporters and as on-the-ground volunteers. 
For every dollar we raised in support of habitat restoration, the 
Foundation awarded us three dollars. Once we reached 400 
volunteer hours, the Foundation awarded us an additional 
$4,000 for habitat restoration. 

Staff chose two very different areas to focus our efforts. The 
first was inside the paved loop, an area most-frequented by 
visitors, and used by staff and for school field trips. We want 
this area to reflect what a healthy oak woodland should look 
like, and we are very aware that significant work is needed 
for this to happen. This area is overrun by invasive honey-
suckle and garlic mustard. By the end of 2018, volunteers 
removed a majority of the honeysuckle from inside the paved 
loop and the remaining stems should be gone by the end 
of 2019.  This is just the first step in restoring the loop to be 
the quality habitat we know it can be, so we can use it more 
effectively as a teaching tool. 

The second area was a 3-acre patch of upland habitat above 
the creek on the way to the dells. This site was chosen because 
it is located in the Illinois State Nature Preserve, a state 
protection designated because of the quality and ecological 
importance of the habitat. Garlic mustard has encroached 
on the site, and in order to keep the quality habitat of the nature 
preserve, we thought it was important to dedicate effort to 
maintain the area.

We are so grateful to all those who support this project either 
through volunteer efforts or financial support. Through their 
generosity we have made a significant ecological impact 
and raised $21,000 for restoration and suppies at Severson 
Dells. Thank you and we look forward to continuing habitat 
restoration to provide the highest quality habitat and the 
best natural learning area possible.

Giving Back to the Land

Photo by Jessie Crow Mermel
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Fiscal Year 2018 Financial Summary
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS:
$196,102 Cash and cash equivalents 
    14,355 Pledges receivable, current
      5,076 Inventory
         413  Prepaid expenses

  215,946 Total current assets

NONCURRENT ASSETS:
  551,503 Investments
    14,446 Pledges receivable, long term, net
  
    22,205 Equipment
  (18,281) Less: Accumulated depreciation

     3,924 Net equipment

    50,737 Endowment investments

  620,610 Total noncurrent assets

$836,556 TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES:
  Accrued expenses due to Forest
$   3,107  Preserves of Winnebago County
     2,550 Accounts payable
   25,000 Deferred revenue

   30,657 Total liabilities

NET ASSETS:
  692,765 Without donor restrictions
  113,134    With donor restrictions

  805,899 Total net assets

$836,556 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

On March 18, 2019, the Sikich LLP accounting firm completed an audit 
of Severson Dells Education Foundation’s records for the FYE 12/31/18.  
The following is the condensed balance sheet as of 12/31/18.  A copy of 
the complete audited financial statements is available on request.
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Severson Dells Supporters
Severson Dells has a long history of committed, generous 
supporters, and Richard and Grace Leighton have a special 
place within the group. As the retired Vice President of Finance 
for the Barber Colman Company, Richard was 
connected to the legacy of Harry Severson 
even though he worked at Barber Colman after 
Harry passed away. 

Richard and Grace have a unique connection 
to Severson Dells and our mission to connect 
people to nature through education and 
research. Both grew up with fathers who had 
scientific careers. Richard’s father, Morris 
Leighton, was the Chief of the Survey for 
the Illinois State Geologic Survey for 31 years.  
Grace’s father, Dr. Carl G. Hartman, was a world 
renowned biologist, studying embryology 
and the physiology of reproduction in 
mammals, primarily in opossums. His work 
resulted in increased understanding of 

primate and human reproduction, the publication of 
numerous scientific papers, and the 1952 book Opossums.  

The Leightons decided to support Severson 
Dells, specifically programs about animals, 
in honor of Dr. Hartman because of his 
interest in the natural world. Over the years 
these programs have included Critter 
Days, Science Saturdays, and, in 2019, 
our new Spook the Dells program. 

Because of their long-time support, 
hundreds of people of all ages have 
had a close encounter of the animal 
kind, be it bats, opossums, monarchs, or 
many others. We are so grateful for their 
commitment to nature education and 
experiential learning. 

My name is Nita Osbern, and Unplug To Connect has been 
a way of life for my husband and I, our children, and our 
grandchildren.

My grandchildren anxiously await the Severson Dells January 
newsletter to register for summer camps where they can un-
plug from their daily routines and find connection. At camp, 
education, imagination, and friendship are encouraged and 
empowered, and life in nature becomes the simple joy and fun 
that children need, and I believe, long for. 

As a family, we continue to unplug from filling our schedules 
with things to do, to connect by filling our bodies and souls up 
with what we can simply be at Severson Dells. Perhaps it is 
listening to a story and then exploring the pond, participating 
in a luminary walk, listening to a variety of musicians, hiking 
on the trails during the day and night, looking and listen-
ing for birds, owls or bats, enjoying s’mores with family and 
friends at the fireplace, and so, so, so much more. My favorite 
time is my family sitting quietly on a bench, binoculars in 
hands and love in our hearts for the sights, sounds, and smells 
of nature’s beauty - where life comes alive.

 
Thank you Severson Dells for being not just a forest preserve, 
but also a place of simple adventure, joy, fun, and peace for my 
family. Severson Dells Forest Preserve has been a life-preserver 
(physically/emotionally/spiritually) for my family.To the staff at 
Severson Dells, thanks for all you do and thanks for being you.

Testimonial: Unplug To Connect at Severson Dells



Severson Dells Education Foundation
When Fannie Severson donated 369-acres to the Winnebago County Forest Preserve District, she dreamed of having a nature 
center in the family’s “Deer Lodge.” The Severson Dells Education Foundation was created to make that dream come true. Since 
1976, donors to the non-profit foundation have financed great programs at Severson Dells Nature Center that have helped 
teach more than a half million people about the natural world.  The Foundation and Forest Preserve District are partners: the 
foundation pays for educational programs and the Winnebago County Forest Preserve District maintains the property and the 
facility. It’s a relationship that has improved the quality of life for area residents by linking them to the forests, rivers and prairies 
of the region.

Financial Supporters
We have made every effort to list the individuals and groups who have supported Severson Dells Nature Center through memberships, 
donations, sponsorships, memorials and other gifts during the period January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. 

Memorials/Honorariums were given in honor of: 
Joseph Altamore, Jone Bennett, Phillip Bennett, Eunice Benning, Mary Blackmore, Darlene Carlson, Larry Craglione, Dorothy 
Cwynar, Denise and Dan Delanty’s 30th Wedding Anniversary, Rena Demarco , Fran Kerns Dewey, James E. Ditsworth, Santos 
F Escamilla, The Frana Family, William E. Free, Lucy Frisella, Elizabeth Getty, John M Giradin, Vernon LeRoy Goethe, Lowell T. 
Hagaman, Ann Halsted, Neva Elise Holdmann, Fred and Betty Kalivoda, Mary A Keating, Maria F Konopka, Rose Korsy, Donald 
Kueng, Steve Latimer, Brian Leaf, Dennis Leaf, Albert Liberatori Jr., Sandra L. McCullough, Marie A Maggio, Janice Mason, Diane 
Massee, Roberta Mink, Luisa Moctezuma , Theodore Paratore, Don Pearson. Marian Perrecone, William Pielak, Daryl Poci, Juan 
Anaya Rebolledo, Lydia Reola, Louis Ricotta, Mary Ann Rondone, Judith M. Schandelmeier, Salvador Sciortino, Marie A Sherman, 
Don Smith Family, Katherine Spera, James Tibbett, Sr., Lon E Tryggestad, Orville and Ruth Varland, Rosalie Vascellaro , Barbara 
Whitsitt, Walter Wyzujak, Rose Mary Zammuto

We gratefully acknowledge 
our Life Members:
Donald and Annabella Barrett
Martha Howard Bremner
Craig and Teena Burdick
Robert C. Burress
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Carlson
Sandy Carter
Reneé and Joe Chauncey
Paula Christensen and Roger Benedict
David Clay
Peter J. Damby
Gretchen Diab
Gordon and Nada Geddes
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Elaine Hutchcroft
Mark Keister and Sheryl Wolff
Richard T. Leighton
Martha and JJ Manning
Brenda Mattis

Dean and Amy Olson
Jim and Pat Olson
Anne Remington
Wayne Rohde
Marilyn and Stu Schweisberger
Douglas Severson and Miriam Geraghty
Susan Weeg

2018 Members
Michael and Karen Abbott
Jay and Sharon Adler
Almar Land and Cattle Company, Inc.
M. Alpiser
Mary M. Altendorf
Donna R. Anderson and Ray Hodowanic
Karen Anderson-Plum and David Plum
Mary and Peter Anderson
Shirley J. Angell
Dennis J. Anthony
Jerry and Sheila Antosch

Arial Larson and Mark Monroy
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Kyle Auman
Bruce Bade
Paul and Teri Baits
Richard Baldwin
Chris and Stephanie Banks
Helen P. Barnhart
Carol D. Barr
Rick and Bonnie Barton
Jackie and Marcelo Batista
James  F. Beam
Bob and Beverly Beebe
Richard Benning
Raoul Bergerson
Linda Bergstrom
Erin and Douglas Beto
Mary Blackmore
Michael, Virginia & Matthew Blessing
Jared Boeke
Barbara Borchardt
Jane Bowers
Juliana Brandys
Regina K. Brenmark-French
Joanne Broadus
Bill and Carol Brosend
Bill and Joyce Brown
Scott Buckley
Brad and Katie Bull
Bryan and Patricia Burgy
Dr. Paul and Carol Burkholder
Ron and Carol Burmeister
Gwendolyn D. Butler
Lindsey and Luke Butz
John Buzzard
Ronald and Patricia Callaway
Jack and Helen Cambier
Lou and Linda Cambier
Lynell Cannell
Allan C. and Elizabeth C. Carlson
Steven and Kathy Chapman
Cynthia and Mike Chmell

Debra L. Chostner
Roland and Marjorie Christen
Nicole Christensen
Nancy Churchill
Robert Clark
Tracy Clay
Jim Clements
Karen Clements

Photo by Robert Clark
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Our Mission 
To link people to nature 
through education and 
research, in the northern 
Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin area.  We 
promote awareness of the 
natural world, fostering 
respect, enjoyment, and 
preservation now and in 
the future.



Russ and Dyanne Cline
Derek and Bridgett Coleman
Richard M. and Arlene F. Cook
Agnes C. Cooling
Janice Cooper
John and Suzanne Crandall
Mike and Kathy Crandall
Faith A. Creed
Paul Crittenden
Tracey Crosser and Austin Wagaman
Wendy and Barry Dahlberg
Bobby L. Davis
Janet Davis
David Davitt
Jim and Jackie Dehler
Art and Cheryl Delgado
Monica Diaz
Terry Dickow
Mark and Sue Dietmeier
Madeline Dillner
Wayne and Linda Dillner
Jan Ditsworth
David M. and Pamela H. Donahue
Philip D. Doncheck
Kirby and Daniel D. Doyle
Susan and Joe Drennan
Ray and Mary Dyreson
David Edlen
Michael P. and Debra C. Eickman
Tom and Katie Eickman
Judy Emmett
Environmental Compliance Consulting,  
   LTD
Kelly Epperson-Simmons
Teresa Eubanks
Jeff Fahrenwald and and Linda Ballou
Debra Faleskin
Barb and Gene Ferry
Barry and Monty Fisher
Diane and Barry R. Fitz
Paula A. Fitzpatrick
Gerry and Nancy Follmar
Fiona and Graham Fordyce
Margaret E. Fox
Barb and Ken Frampton
Giacomina Francik
Darlene Frederick
William D. Fruin
Paula and William Furniss
Laura Gallagher
Claire Gallenz
Kara and Robert Gallup
Roberta Gambrel
Deanna D. and Stephen J. Garside
Joseph and Jeanette Geraghty
Jack Gesner
Joette Gesne
Julie Gibbs and Alan Olpin
Frank and Mary Lou Ginestra
Karla Giuffre
Paul Goddard and Leah Krippner
Sandra M. Goetz

Debbie and Rich Gortowski
Linda Graf and Robert Hess
Walter L. and Eunice L. Gray
Roger and Carolyn Greenlaw
Theresa Gregorcy
Bethany and Dan Griffin
Michael J. and Paula Groves
Larry Guzy
Paul and April Haeflinger
Dixie Darlene Haling
Steven and Keiko Hall
Tina Hallberg
Robert and Nadine Hallstrom
Linda and Richard Hamlett
Bo R. and Karen L. Hammarberg
Rick, Cindy and Larry Handel 
Brett and Margret Hanson
Jerry D. and Linda M. Hartz
Patrick and Candace Heaslip
Joseph P. Hemlock
Don and Marilyn Heneghan
Mark and Julie Hepworth
Ray and Nina Herzer
Janet and Luther Hill
Nancy A. Hobba
Mike and Kelli Hobel
Jim and Joan Hocker
Steven and Cyree Hornbeck
Melissa Horner and Mike Schiff 
Lynn and Marie Howard
Jean Howell and Walter Rappa
Joe and Melissa Huff

Susan and Alan Hukle
Suzanne B. Hulten
Daniel and Allison Huntley
Richard Incelli
Roberta M. Jacobson
Carla James
John Jankowski
Jeanette Jess
Bonnie Johnson
Herb and Lois Johnson
Janet and Doug Johnson
Judy Johnson
Julie and Mike Johnson
Lou Ann and  Harlan P. Johnson
LouAnn Johnson
Lynda and Lee Johnson
Rhonda and Mark Johnson
Sharon P. Johnsonn
Joy and Eugene Jorda
Joyful Living Institute
Kevin Kaltenbach
Russell Kaney and Nancy Kiefer
Dick and Pat Kanka
James and Pamela Keeling
Daniel and Sandra Kelly
Michael J. Kennedy
Dan Kenney and Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Moe Kielsmeier
Mary Kisamore
Sharon. M. Klever
Patti and Robb Klinger

Barbara Kober
Irv Koning
Julie Kosinski
Lindsey and Michael Kromm
Ed and Diane Kuehl
Jennifer Kuroda
Susan and Ed Lacerra
Jude and Patricia Lai
Carmen LaMonica
Lorie and Joe Langan
Elisabeth Lange and Renee Rinn
Ralph E. and Jeanine S. Larson
Betty J. Leeson
Rosie and Chris Lenth
Tim and Janaan Lewis
Kathy Like
Emily and Chuang-Yuan Lin
Diana Jeanne Lindquist
Carol Lockwood
Jakob, Mackenzie, Truman and 
   Theodore Loescher
Jason Loescher and Tina Rittner
Stephanie and Vincent Lombardi
Peter and Pamela Lonsway
Deborah A. Lucas
Teresa and Michael Lundberg
Tom Mac
Christopher J. and Cecilia L. Mann
Donald and Freda Manzullo
June Marks
Albert E. (Jed) Marshall
Roger Martin
Bruce and Mary Anne Mathwich
Dena Mattausch
Paulette Matthews
Skip and Kathie Mattison
Karen Matz and John Skowronski
Jon McGinty
Connie and Phil McIntosh
Dick and Nancy McIntosh
James and Barbara McIntosh
Neil E. McLaughlin
Jim McMullen
Barbara and John McNamara
Judy McNett
John and Kathy Meiners
Jean Smith Meissen
Suzette Merchant
Anne Meyer
Gary and Kathe Meyer
Don and Sue Miller
Edward D. Miller

James R. and Helen Sue Millikin
Cynthia L. Miner
Oliver and Anita Mitchell
Bruce and Judy Moe
Susan E. Molyneaux and Eileen Stephens
David and Leslie Moore
John and Joycelyn Mori
John and Ellen Morris
Ron and Betty Morris
Bruce and Mary Louise Muench
Cynthia Nelson
Alice Netto
Kyle and Diane Newman
Joel Neylon
Denise and Harry Noble
David and Arlene Noel
Dale and Johanna Norris
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Jim and Kathy O’Brien
Nancy and Randy Ocken
Dennis and Sharon O’Hara
Ed Okeson and Debbie Ritchey Okeson
Karl and Deb Okeson
Mike and Peggy Olderbak
Sam and Patty Oliveri
Betty J. O’Neal
Nita Osbern and Family
Leslie Oswald
David and Cathy Ott
Diane L. Panther
Gary and Vicki Pasch
Brandon Payne
Rocio Perez and Don Carlyle
Patricia Perkins
Frank and Jody Perrecone
Eric and Laura Peterson
Barbara J. Phillip
Carla and Jack Phillips
David and Martha Pippitt
Michael and Jennie Polizzotto
Perry and Janet Pollock
Douglas Price
Anne Pritz-Hall
Martin and Rebecca Pschirrer
Kaye Puffett
Keevin Quillen
Martin and Sarah Quirk
Phillip and Janice Rada
John and Collette Rahm
Marjory and Gerald Rand
Michael Raridon
Carolyn E. Rasmussen
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Fred and Carol Redmore
Kyle and Melissa Rehnberg
Jacqueline Rheaume
Joan L. Robare
Robert and Erika Holdmann
James A and Sallyann Roberts
Linda Robertson and Katy Allen
Sally Roegiest
Kathy and Darren Rohlwing
Karol L. Rosman
Jack R. and Vicky M. Rowley
John and Linda Ruhl
Andrea C Rundblade
Hans Rupert and Amy Young
Darlene and David Saam
Joan B. Sage
Mark Samuelson
Gail K. Sanders

Diana and Dwight Sanford
John and Victoria Saunders
John and Cathy Schafman
Terry D. Schasker
Thomas M. and Karen R. Schiller
Esther Schippers
Mike and Meghan Schirger
Steve Schmaeng
Walter and Lana Schmitt
Mike and Patty Schneider
Rosalie M. Schultz
Gary L. and Jennifer S. Schwerin
Margaret Schwingel
Kevin and Karyn Schwitters
Seedling Garden Club
Mark and Julie Seger
Steven Seiter
Carol M. Severson
Jamal Shafii
John and Ann Shallcross
Keith and Pamela Shaver
Alan and Darlene Shaw
Bob and Pat Shaw
Rebecca Sheehan
James Shotliff
Richard L. Shotliff
William and Karen Sikorski
Michael Simmons and Lora McClelland
Barbara and Jack Simon
Sjostrom & Sons Foundation, Inc.
Cynthia Slife
Jim and Marty Smith
Mary Beth and Stanton Smith
Timothy and Teresa Smith
Michele and Matt Spates
Nancy Speck
Fred Speer and Chris Mullins
Jackie Spelman
Kaylynn and Michael Spencer
Denise and Daniel Speracino
Jeff Stack and Kathy Mielke
Steve and Sherry Gorman
Richard and Mary Stubbe
Rosemary Svihlik
Michael and Mary Swafford
Rodger and Peggy Swing

Steve Symes
Spitaman P. and Shiraz P. Tata
Steven and Marcia Terrill
Ross H.  and Janice M. Thompson
Shannon and Matt Thruman
Helen Molina Tobon and Diego Tobon
Richard and Mary Anne Toppe
Julie and Randy Trank
Margaret Tyler
Ed and Judy Uchno
Laura Vanaken
Elsa J. Varland
Johannah Varland and Jay Thompson
Jodey Vass
Steve and Joy Vee
John and Jan Verhaar
Dana and Randy Vincent
Sonia and Bob Vogl
John Vollmer and Kim Lowman Vollmer
Robert A. Voltz
Jennifer and Kurt Von Kampen
Brian Wallheimer
Thomas and Lorraine Walsh
Krysta and Scott Wasilewski
Ann Wasser
Jerry Wasser
Virginia S. and Walter B. Watson, Jr.
Kathleen Weber
Neita L. Webster
Charles Wemstrom and Patricia Ann 
   Breitzer
Laura and Jay E. Werner
Margaret A. Werner
Paulette West
Alvin and Marilyn Westman
Dennis and Annette Weston
Joylene Westphal
William A. White
Ann Whitney
David and Lynn Wiles
Barbara and Daniel Williams
Douglas A. and Diane C. Wilson
John E. and Pamela M. Wilson
L.C. and Regina Wilson
Kristine Witt
George Woelfel
Jim, Sally and Emily Wonder
Claudia Woodward
James Zegunis
Dan and Ann Zeigler
Randolph Zimmerman

2018 Donors
Skip and Sue Abare
Mike and Karen Abbott
Guy Adams
Nancy Alderks
Jay and Sharon Adler
 Jon Aldrich
Todd and Allison Alexander
Almar Land and Cattle Company, Inc.
Along The Way Path Counseling Services PC
Alpine Kiwanis Charities, Inc.
Mary Arenson
M. Alpiser
Donald and Alice Anderson
Gary W. Anderson Architects
Laurie Anderson
Mary and Peter Anderson
Cheryl Anderson
Shirley J. Angell
Michelle P. Angileri
Dennis J. Anthony
Jerry and Sheila Antosch
Joyce Apitz
Bob and Carolyn Arevalo
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Beverly Ashley-Broyles
Brent and Linda Auman
Kyle Auman
Emily Hahn Austin
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Carolyn K. Bailey
Paul and Teri Baits
Richard Baldwin
Randall and Sharon Ballard
Don Banks
Teresa Barefield
Judith Barnard

Francie Barnes
Helen P. Barnhart
Carol D. Barr
Rick and Bonnie Barton
Jon Bates
Jackie and Marcelo Batista
Catherine Beachey
James Beam
Bob and Beverly Beebe
The Ben Harding Family Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Merle Benning
Richard Benning
Elizabeth Berge

Raoul Bergerson
Ben Bernsten and
Mary McNamara Bernsten
Erin and Douglas Beto
David F. Black
Blackhawk Bank
Mary Blackmore
Thuy Blair
Clare Bland
Melissa Bland
Michael, Virginia and Matthew Blessing
Stephen and Mardon Blomgren
Chuck Bloom
David and Nancy Bloomstrand
Joanne and Dennis Blunt
Jared Boeke
Aaron Booker
Judith Boone and Saundra Berglund
John and Anna Borchers
Robert Bosecker
Meghan and Drew Bowe
Robin L. Boyden
Juliana P. Brandys
Regina Brenmark-French
Caleb Bright
 Joanne Broadus
Keith Brodhacker
Bill and Carol Brosend
Bill and Joyce Brown
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Harriet M. Brown
Joe Bruscato
Scott Buckley
Michelle Bueche
Danielle Buesch
Samantha Burbach
Bob and Jane Burden
Sheryl Burdick
Paul and Carol Burkholder
Jennifer Burkholder
Ron and Carol Burmeister
Burpee Museum
Kevin and Thelma Busker
Leroy and Diane Busker
Karen Busser
Gwen Butler
Lindsey and Luke Butz
John Buzzard
Servpro of Rockford
Ronald and Patricia Callaway
Ronald Calloway
Jack and Helen Cambier
Lou and Linda Cambier
Sandi Campbell
Lynell Cannell
Allan and Betsy Carlson

Mike and Anna Carlson
Robert E. Carlson
Gary Caruana
Shelly Cascio
David Cash
Mary Caskey
Casler Foundation
Jean Cassens
Jake Castanza
Jean Castle
Steve and Kathy Chapman
Cynthia and Mike Chmell
Choices Natural Market
Shawn Stacey-Choinard
Deb Chostner
Roland and Marj Christen
Nicole Christensen
Paula Christensen and Roger Benedict
Penny and Steven Christians
Nancy Churchill
Ashley Clark
Robert Clark
Leanne Clayton
Karen Clements
Russ and Dyanne Cline
Derek and Bridgett Coleman
Mary Alice Collins
Dianne and Donald Collopy
Comcast Corporation
Community Foundation of Northern 
   Illinois
Mark and Amy Conklin
John Connell
Barbara L. Connors
Richard M. Cook

Agnes C. Cooling
Dennis and Ann Cooper
Cynthia A. Costello
David C. Cox
Jack and Sue Crandall
Mike and Kathy Crandall
Sherri L. Crawford
Faith Creed
Lauren Crichlow
Tracey Crosser and Austin Wagaman
Wendy Dahlberg
 Peter Damby
Yukari Daskalov
Janet Davis
David Davitt
 Lynn Deets
John Defenbaugh
Danny and Gale Degner
 Jim and Jackie Dehler
 Denise and Dan Delanty
Art and Cheryl Delgado
Ann T. Dempsey
 Jeanne Devine
Dave and Karen Diamond
Monica Diaz
Terry Dickow
Deb Dietz
Madeline Dillner
Wayne and Linda Dillner
Tim Dingus
Jan Ditsworth
Ann Marie Dittmar
Melissa Dix
Dixon Park District
Ingrid Dohm
David Donahue
 Jeff Donaldson
Philip D. Doncheck
Crystal M. Douglas
Joe and Susan Doty
Mark and Barbara Dowdakin
Kirby and Dan Doyle
Bill and Leah Baskin
Susan and Joe Drennan
Ben and Jayme Durkee
Ray and Mary Dyreson
Jennifer Eckerman
Ed Slocum
Georganne Eggers
Mike and Deb Eickman
Tom and Katie Eickman
Judy Emmett
Environmental Compliance Consulting, 
   LTD
Susan and Jim Epperson
Kelly Epperson-Simmons
Teresa Eubanks
Jay and Jane Evans
Jeff Fahrenwald and Linda Ballou
Meise and Michael Fahsl
Fairhaven Christian Retirement Center
Lori Fanello
Alyce A. Fath
Barb and Gene Ferry
First Evangelical Covenant Church
Barry and Monty Fisher
Thermo Fisher Scientific
Diane and Barry Fitz  
Paula A.Fitzpatrick
Focus Financial Advisors, Inc.
Gerry and Nancy Follmar
Forest Preserves of WinnebagoCounty
Carol and Ed Foster
Margaret E. Fox
Jean and John Frana

Jennifer and David Franklin
Darlene Frederick
Kathleen M. Freeburg
Kay Freeman
Barbara Friel
Bill Fruin
Andrew Fulrath
Paula and William Furniss
Laura Gallagher
Kara and Robert Gallup
Roberta Gambrel
Benny Garbacz
The Garden Clubs Of Illinois, Inc.
Vanessa and Ryan Garnhart
Marlene and Alan Garrett
Gasparini & Oliveri Funeral Services, Inc.
Mary Geissman
Georgalee George
Greg and Marifran Georgis
Joseph and Jeanette Geraghty
Jack Gesner
Joette Gesner
 Julie Gibbs and Alan Olpin
Frank and Mary Lou Ginestra
Sherry Ginger
Julie and Tom Girardin
Gloyd Family Foundation
Paul Goddard and Leah Krippner
Anne M. Godin
Sandra M. Goetz
Michelle Gorham
Debbie and Rich Gortowski
Linda Graf and Robert Hess
Dave Grass
Walter Gray
Laura Green
Green Key Landscape Design
Gwen and Gary Greenhow
Roger and Carolyn Greenlaw
Theresa Gregorcy
Bethany and Dan Griffin
Michael Griffith
Jon Grose
Mark and Jill Grove
Mike and Paula Groves
Lori Gummow
Larry Guzy
Maxine and Fred Hadley
Paul and April Haeflinger
Dixie Haling
Steven Hall
Tina Hallberg
Bob and Nadine Hallstrom
Linda and Richard Hamlett
Bo and Karen Hammarberg
Rick, Cindy and Larry Handel
Frank Haney
Brett and Margret Hanson
Becky Harding Morris
Andy and Shannon Hare
Mary Jo and Charles Hare
Jean and Dennis Harezlak
Tom Hartley

Jenni Hassler
Doug Hawthorne and Margaret
   Fox-Hawthorne
Michael and Donna Hayes
Heartwood Creations, Inc.
Heartland Growth Group
Patrick and Candace Heaslip
Doris and Larry Heibner
Kathleen Helge
Joe Hemlock 
Kristine A.Hemlock
Don and Marilyn Heneghan
 Julie Hepworth
Dan and Cathy Herdeman
Rodger and Deena Hergert
Pam and Gregg Herrmann
Ray and Nina Herzer
 James Heuerman
Janet and Luther Hill
Joel W. and Dawn R. Hill
Tyler Hillman
Connie and Dean Hinnerichs
Nancy A. Hobba
Kelli and Mike Hobel
Jim and Joan Hocker
Mike Holan
KeriAnn Hollerud
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Nancy and Marlowe Holstrum
Trent and Darla Homb
Roxanne Hopperstad
Steven and Cyree Hornbeck
Melissa Horner and Mike Schiff
Lynn and Marie Howard
Jean Howell
Kevin and Patricia Hrdlicka
Tracy and Mike Huey
Susan and Alan Hukle
Suzanne B. Hulten
Zil Huma
Daniel and Allison Huntley
Kori Huston
Illinois Clean Energy Community 
   Foundation Grant Program
Illinois Nature Preserves Commission
Richard Incelli
Patricia Ippen
Dan and Lisa Jacobson
John Jankowski
Mark and Jan Jann
Audrey S. Jansen

Jeanette Jess
Jamie B. Johannsen
Russ Johansson
Audrey L. Johnson
Barbara and David Johnson
Betsy and Dan Johnson
Bonnie Johnson
Darrell and Candy Johnson
Dave and Anita Johnson
Herb and Lois Johnson
Doug and Janet Johnson
Joyce F. Johnson
Judy Johnson
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Julie and Mike Johnson
Lou Ann and Harlan Johnson
Lynda and Lee Johnson
Margaret and Dave Johnson
Mary E. Johnson
Matthew Johnson
Penny Johnson
Sharon P. Johnson
Bill and Bonnie Johnson
Pat and Dawn Johnston
Paul and Joy Jordan
 Joyful Living Institute
Melissa Kahly
Scott and Linda Kaiser
Valorie Kalen
Colleen L. Kaney
Russell Kaney and Nancy Kiefer
Dick and Pat Kanka
Dan and Susan Kasten
James and Pamela Keeling
Keeling/Green Fund of CFNIL
Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful
Pamela Osborne
Daniel and Sandi Kelly
Vince and Robin Kelly and Family
Michael J. Kennedy
Moe Kielsmeier
Sherry King
Mary Kisamore
The Kjellstrom Foundation
Curt and Laurie Kleckler
Klehm Arboretum and Botanic Gardens
Sharon M. Klever
Patti and Robb Klinger
Rachel Klootwyk
Barbara Kober
Tom and Lori Koenigsberger
Irv Koning
Julie Kosinski
Charles L. and Judith A. Kramer
Ed and Diane Kuehl
Jennifer Kuroda
Renee LaBella
Jude and Patricia Lai
Carmen LaMonica
Lori and Joe Langan
Danyel Larsen
Kate Larson

Ralph and Jeanine Larson
Thomas and Jeanine Larson
Kurtis and Michelle Lassard
LawnCare By Walter, Inc.
Jo Lazzerini
Anna Leaf 
Betty J. Leeson
Richard T. Leighton
Rosie and Chris Lenth
Tim and Janaan Lewis
John and Pamela Lichty
Bjorn and Molly Lilja
Emily and Chaung-Yuan Lin
Jackie Lind
Tom and Erin Lind
Bradley W. and Janet S. Lindeblad
David and Janice Lindfors
Jeanne Lindquist
Dan G. Loescher
Jakob, Mackenzie, Truman and Theo-
dore Loescher
Stephanie and Vincent Lombardi
Duane Long
Gary Love
Lee Ann and James Love
Leslie and Marna Lovett
Jeff and Kelly Lowary
Terri Lundberg
Lyn Wherley Designs
Christina Magee
Carol Malmgren

Chris and Cecilia Mann
Manpower
Rick and BethManus
Donald and Freda Manzullo
Jed Marshall
 James and Lori Marshall
 Roger Martin
Ann H. Mathers
J P Mathewson
Bruce and Mary Anne Mathwich
Paulette Matthews
Skip and Kathie Mattison
Sarah Mattson
Karen Matz and John Skowronski
John and Joyce McBride
Constance McCarthy

Mike and Christine McCollum
Stanley McCord
Thomas McCullough
Don and Debbie McCune
Jon McGinty
Karissa and Terrence McGraw
Thomas W. McGraw
Connie and Phil McIntosh
Dick and Nancy McIntosh
James and Barbara McIntosh
Gary and Joni McIntyre
Neil E. McLaughlin
Barbara R. McNamara
Kristan McNames
Gary and Cynthia Meden
Gloria L. Meden
Sally C. Medernach
Nancy Meggers and
Sara Carey
John and Kathy Meiners
Michael and Jodi Meinert
Jan Melquist
Suzette Merchant
Randy Mermel and Jessie Crow-Mermel
Gary and Kathe Meyer
Midland States Bank
Don and Sue Miller
Jim and Helen Millikin
Alex Mills
David and Jan Mills
Barbara Mink
Janice Mitchell and Dawn Delanty
Oliver and Anita Mitchell
Shawn Mock
Bruce and Judy Moe
Brian Molino
Sue Molyneaux and Eileen Stephens
David and Leslie Moore
Greg and Christy Moore
John and Joyce Mori
John and Ellen Morris
Leary Morris
Bruce and Mary Louise Muench
Paul Munson
Kara Murphy
Andy and Toni Murray
My Pet Food Store
Katherine and Cris Myers
Mary Andrea Myers
Laura Needham
Denise Nelson
John C. Nelson
Krystyna and Ricke Neuschwander
Amy and Jason Newell
 Kowen Newman
 Joel Neylon
Denise Noble
David and Arlene Noel
Noir
Eric Nordlof
Jackie and Dean Norem
Katherine Collopy-Norris and Terry F. Norris
NCIOS
Northern Illinois Service Company
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Dennis F. O’Brien
Jim and Kathy O’Brien
Nancy and Randy Ocken
Billie O’Donnell
The Oertel Agency
Debbie Ritchey Okeson and Ed Okeson
Sam and Patty Oliveri
Emily Olsen
Alan and Donna Olson

Jeff Olson
Kimberly and Robert O’Malley
Janet O’Neill
Nita Osbern and Family
Catherine and David Ott
Betty Owano
Owano Family Charitable Fund
Meltem and Ahmet Ozkok
Marianna and Herb Page
Diane Panther
Lana Paris and Don Zwiefelhofe
Rex and Carol Parker

Gary and Vicki Pasch
Paul and Marisa Munger
Brian and Donna Pauley
Gerald A. Paulson
The Payne Family
Bradley Peak
Allen Penticoff
Patricia Perkins
Perrecone Wellness
Eric and Laura Peterson
 John and Phyllis Peterson
Katie Peterson
Lori Peterson
Pheasants Forever, Inc.  Win. Co. Chapter 
   #404
Barbara J. Phillip
Carla and Jack Phillips
David and Zan Picchioni
Elizabeth and David Pierson
Judith Pike
Phil Pilcher and Mary Lou Robertson
Cheryl Pitney
Joyce Pogue
Bill and Lisa Polasky
Perry and Janet Pollock
Dorothy Ann Powell
Rosemary Prewett
Janice M. Pringey
Robert and Beverly Pringey
Martin Pschirrer
Tom Ptacin
 Jaime and Nola Puente
Kaye Puffett
Keevin Quillen
Martin and Sarah Quirk
 Jason Peckels and Rebecca  Quirk
Phil and Jen Rada
John and Collette Rahm
Greg Rajsky

Every effort has been made 
to have an accurate listing of 
donors for the period of 1/01/2018 
to 12/31/2018.  If you feel an error 
has been made, please notify 
SDNC immediately.  We greatly 
appreciate the support of all of 
our contributors!
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Kimberly A. Ramsby
Marjory and Gerald Rand
Carolyn E. Rasmussen
Paige and John Chris Rauh
Jack Ream and Catherine Rennert
Fred and Carol Redmore
Regional Office of Eduction-Boone/
   Winnebago
Kyle and Melissa Rehnberg
Roger and Mary Reithmeier
Jackie Rheaume
Melissa Richardson
Dan Riggs
Joan L. Robare
Robert and Erika Holdmann
Donald and Barbara Roberts
Jim and Sally Roberts
Linda Robertson and Katy Allen
Rock Valley Garden Center, Inc.
Rockford Rescue Mission
Sally Roegiest
John D. Rogner and Sue Elston
Tim and Kathy Rogowski
Kathy Rohlwing
Barbara Rentler
Rockford Park District
Carolyn Rogers
Ted Ross and Kathie Ayres
Ross Stores, Inc.
Gary and Michelle Rothmeyer
Jack and Vicky Rowley
John and Linda Ruhl
Andrea C. Rundblade

Cathie Rundblade
Rebecca Rundquist
Hans Rupert and Amy Young
Matthew Russell
Rydell Family Foundation
Darlene and David Saam
 Wilson and Ann Sadowsky
 Joan Sage
Jaime Sanchez
Gail K. Sanders
Jay Sandine
Tom and Linda Sandquist

Diana and Dwight Sanford
Ashley Sarver
John and Victoria Saunders
Savant Capital Management, Inc.
Bill and Kathy Scarpaci
 John and Cathy Schafman
 Mark and Nicole Schandelmeier
Terry D. Schasker
Thomas and Karen Schiller
Esther Schippers
Steve Schmaeng
Brian Schmidt
Walter and Lana Schmitt
Chris and Lisa Schneider
Mike and Patty Schneider
Rosalie M. Schultz
Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
Kevin and Karyn Schwitters
Hilarie J. Scotvold
Seedling Garden Club
Donna J. Seefeldt
 John and Paula Sentovich
Douglas Severson and Miriam Geraghty
Susan Severson-Barbier
Jamal Shafii
John and Ann Shallcross
Keith and Pam Shaver
Alan and Darlene Shaw
Bob and Pat Shaw
Richard L. Shotliff
Daniel and Laurie Showers
SIKICH LLP
William and Karen Sikorski
Lora McClelland and Michael Simmons
Barbara and Jack Simon
Joel G. Sjostrom
Sjostrom & Sons Foundation, Inc.
Lorie Slabaugh
Sky 7 Phoenix Radio
Cynthia Slife
Tyler B. Smith
Smith Charitable Foundation
Mary Beth and Stanton Smith
Tim and Teresa Smith
Julie and Bill Snively
Southern Wisconsin Land Conservancy
Specialty Screw Corp.
Fred Speer and Chris Mullins
Jackie Spelman
Denise and Daniel Speracino
John and Susan Spitzer
Jackie Juliano
Jeff Stack and Kathy Mielke
Jane Stahl 
Vaughn Stamm
Heather and Kerry Steines
Fred Stellema

David F. Stern
Carl and Larissa Stern
Steve and Sherry Gorman
Scott Stewart
Jason and Jennifer Stover
Richard and Mary Stubbe
Dean And Dominique Svarc
Michael Swafford and Mary 
   McKenzie-Swafford
Wendy Swanson
Rodger and Peggy Swing
Steve Symes
Darlene Szablewski and Lynn Perry
Terri Tarquini
Spitaman and Shiraz Tata
Andrew Tatar
Team Sold On Toni, Inc.
Del and Phyllis Tedrick
Mark Teeman
Steven and Marcia Terrill
The Kuntz Family
Randy and Sherry Theien
Mary and John Thiesing
Dale and Mendy Thomas
Julie Thomas
Ross and Janice Thompson
Jeff Tilly
Lauri Timmerman
Thomas Tipton
Sarah Tobias
Helen Molina Tobon
Nancy and Daniel Todora
Richard and Mary Anne Toppe
Kathie and Trace Toulouse
Julie and Randy Trank
Laura Turner
Margaret Tyler
Ed and Judy Uchno
The Unitarian Universalist Church
United Brotherhood Of Carpenters & 
   Joiners Of America - Local 792
UTC Aerospace Systems
Shilpa and Joe Valavi
Valley Orchard
David and Maria Van Brocklin
John E. and Roxanne S. Vanderheyden
Toni Vander Heyden
Shelly Vandervort
Elsa J. Varland
Johannah Varland and Jay Thompson
Jodey Vass
Steve and Joy Vee
John and Jan Verhaar
Janet and Matthew Vincent
Marian E. Vittinghoff
Larry Vogeler
Sonia and Bob Vogl
Kim Lowman Vollmer and John Vollmer
Jennifer and Kurt Von Kampen
VTAS
Susan and Tim Wagner
Andrea Wallace
Scott and Lori Wallace
Brian Wallheimer
Jayne Walsh
Julie Walsh
Tom and Lori Walsh
Debbie and Mark Walter
Marci Ward
Joseph and Joella Warner
Martha Warner
Stephanie and James Wasemiller
Ann Wasser
Jerry Wasser
Virginia and Walt Watson

Kathleen Weber
Stephen and Rita Weber
Linda Webster
Neita L. Webster
Ginnie Weckerly
Sue Weeg
Anne Weerda
Lenae Weichel and Kevin Holdmann
Rina and Harris Welt
Charles Wemstrom and Patricia Ann 
   Breitzer
Richard Wenger

Laura Werner
Al Westman
Dennis and Annette Weston
Joylene Westphal
Lynette E. Wherley
Heather White
William A. White
Ann Whitney
Peggy Whitney
Dorothy M. Wiles
Shelley T. Johnson
Barbara and Daniel Williams
Rhashonda Williams
Lu Willsey
Clifford and Diane Wilson
Doug and Diane Wilson
John E. and Pamela M. Wilson
Judy Wilson
L.C. Wilson
Jennifer Wilz and Victor Schoonover 
Winnebago County
Winnebago Library
Wired Cafe, C.M. Douglas, Inc.
Kirby Witherby
 Kristine Witt
 Jim, Sally and Emily Wonder
Claudia Woodward
Timothy Yanacheck
Carol Yee
Troy Yordy
Larry Zachary
James Zegunis
Dan and Ann Zeigler
Terry and Jan Zeigler
Randy Zimmerman

Martha and David Zinn Rosemary Svihlik
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Jay and Sharon Adler
Armondo Aguilar
Bob and Carolyn Arevalo
Brianna Armstrong
Erin Armstrong
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
William Ax
Ken Barkdoll
Francie Barnes
Richard Benning
John Bergstrom
Tricia Bethke
Holly Black
Drew and Meghan Bowe
Mike Brien
Bill and Carol Brosend
Danielle Brosend
Ashley Brown
Chloe Brunke
Jasmine Calito
Jennifer Calito
Kaylee Calito

Sabrina Chan
Cynthia Chmell
Robert Clark
Karen Clements
Rick Cook
Leah Cozad
Kathy Crandall
Jessie Crow-Mermel
Lea Daly
Maya DeCola
Denise Delanty
Kaylee Ford
Rob Ford
Claire Gallenz

Grace Halpert
Brett and Margret Hanson
Samantha Helton
Joe Hemlock
Linda Hess
Nancy Holstrum
Daniel and Allison Huntley
Charles Johanssen
Jamie Johanssen
Dave and Anita Johnson
Doug and Janet Johnson
Mary Johnson
Pat Jones
Wednesday Jordan
Carla Jorgenson
Melissa Jorgenson
Andy Kimball
Mary Kisamore
Paul Kohnhorst
Ed and Diane Kuehl
Karianne Kusner
Lorie Langan

Arial Larson
Edward Larson
Ruth Larson
Jake and Mackenzie Loescher
Rachel Ludwig
Terri Lundberg
Chris and Cecilia Mann
Erik Mannquez
James and Lori Marshall
Paulette Matthews
Sarah Mattson
Jim May
Lora McClelland and Michael Simmons
James and Barbara McIntosh

Phil and Connie McIntosh
Neil McLaughlin
Helen Molina-Tobon
Susan Molyneaux
Andy and Tony Murray
Denise Nelson
David Noel
Courtney Oertel
Sam and Patty Oliveri
Jack and Carla Phillips
Greg Rajsky
Jacqueline Rheaume
Josh Roney
Laurie Rochelle
Karol Rosma
Greg Ruffner
Hans Rupert and Amy Young
Joan Sage
Esther Schippers
Amanda Schmidt
Pam Shaver
Susan Soenksen
Adam and Mark Sornsin
Larry Swanson
Rodger Swing
Ryan Sword
Jaeel Thomas
Jasmine Thomas
Jimmy Timze
Rocco Todaro
Richard and Mary Anne Toppe
Julie Trank
Amy Turen
Savannah Turen
Judy Uchno
Toni and Brad Vander Heyden

Steve and Joy Vee
Lena Verkuilen
Lilly Villanueva
Rebecca Virgen
Andrea Wallace
Lenae Weichel and Kevin Holdmann
Joylene Westphal
Butch Whittaker
Aiden Wiegert
Andrew Wiegert
Kiefer Wille
Dan and Barbara Williams
Judy Wilson
Alex Wolf
Dan and Ann Zeigler

Rich Toppe prepared to deliver a paddling lesson at a Canoe Convoy. Photo by Robert Clark

Lora McClelland teaching visitors about winter adaptations at a Science Saturday. 

Conservation Crew restoration volunteers warming by  
the burnpile of invasive honeysuckle.

Severson Dells Nature Center Volunteers in 2018
Volunteers are involved in many different activities, limited only by enthusiasm, interest and available time.  We 
are so grateful for the many unique talents our volunteers share with visitors, program participants, and staff.  
Volunteers’ ages range from youth to senior citizens, and they gave a total of 2750 hours of service in  2018.

                                                                                           
To all the volunteers: 

THANK YOU!
We couldn’t do it without you!



Severson Dells Programs
January 1 - December 31, 2018

General Programs........................................ 3,229
School On-Site with Staff.............................2,901
In-School Programs.........................................710
Other On-Site Programs w/Staff…...............1,675
Off-Site with Staff....................................... 3,460
Use of Facilities...............................................857
Registered On Their Own............................1,696
Walk-In Visitors ... ...................................... 2,900

General Public Programs:
January 
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Winter Walk
Citizen Science Spotlight @ Forest 
   Preserve Headquarters
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Species Spotlight: Bluebird Nest Box 
   Monitoring @ Forest Preserve 
   Headquarters
Science Saturday: Snowfari
February
Species Spotlight: Phenology and Watch 
   Plants @ Forest Preserve  Headquarters
Lecture: Coyotes at Nachusa Grasslands
Night Hike
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Kids’ Outdoor Skills: Winter Shelters
Species Spotlight: IL Odonate Survey  
   (dragonflies/damselflies) @ Forest 
   Preserve Headquarters
Naturalist Night: The Wisconsinan 
   Glaciation and Today’s Ice-Contact 
   Land Forms
Species Spotlight: Calling Frog Survey @ 
   Forest Preserve Headquarters
Science Saturday: Rockin’ Rodents
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday

.March
Species Spotlight: Bumblebees @ Forest 
   Preserve Headquarters
Naturalist Night: Ecosystems and 
   Communities
Woodcock Walk
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Kids’ Outdoor Skills: Knots
Species Spotlight: Bats @ Forest Preserve  
   Headquarters
Naturalist Night: Absent Factors: 
   Ecological Anachronisms
Species Spotlight: IL Butterfly Monitoring 
   Network @ Forest Preserve Headquarters
Travelogue: Greer Black- Pacific Crest Trail
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Take a Closer Look: A Visual Exploration 
   of the Prairies
Science Saturday: Mmm-Mmm-Maple 
   Sugaring!
April
Naturalist Night: Citizen Science: 
   Research Results and Tools for Naturalists
Music at the Dells: Reina del Cid
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Work day
Nature Journaling Club
Naturalist Night: Prairies and Savannas
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday

Science Saturday: Celebrating Earth Week
May
Naturalist Night: “Woodland 
   Wildflowers”
Members Only Night
Music at the Dells: Chicago Farmer and 
   Rorey Carroll
An Amazing Change in a Living 
   Landscape: The 200-year Transformation 
   of  Illinois with Ray Wiggers
Forest Ecology Master Naturalist Training 
   - Greg Rajsky
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Kids Outdoor Skills: Camouflage & 
   Sneaking 
Naturalist Night: “Legacy of the Oaks”
Nature Journaling Club
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Mindfulness Practice in Nature
Science Saturday: Soil Science- The Dirt 
   on Dirt
Species Spotlight: Bat Walk at SDNC
June
Community Drum Circle
Readings From the Rookery, The Grove 
   at SDNC
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Wild Things Summer Camp
Creek Walk
Music at the Dells: Syvers
Nature Journaling Club
Readings From the Rookery, The Grove 
   at SDNC
Peek Into Creek #1 Summer Camp
Music at the Dells: Seth Glier
Fantasy in the Forest Summer Camp
Ecological Restoration Volunteer Workday
Yoga at the Dells
Science Saturday: Life Under Water
July
Grandparents’ Camp
Wild Things #2 Summer Camp
Readings From The Rookery
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Severson Explorers Camp: Peek Into 
   Creek #2
Yoga at the Dells
Night Hike
Blazing Paddles Canoe Camp
Readings From The Rookery
Science Saturday: Winged Wonders
Junior Biologist Summer Camp
August
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
815 Rockford Day Prairie Walk
Nature Journaling Club at Severson Dells
Science Saturday: Amazing Migrations
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
September
Yoga at the Dells
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Lecture: Illinois 2218-Ray Wiggers
Forest Quest Scavenger Hunt
Kraig Kenning Concert - FREE

Nature Journaling Club
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Lecture: Pest or Problem- What May Be     
   Lurking in Your Trees
Science Saturday: National Public
    Lands Day

October
Yoga at the Dells
Native Harvest: Seed Collection and 
   Dispersal
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Twilight Ramble at SDNC
Nature Journaling Club
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Science Saturday: Oaktober Fest
Keep Active Lecture and Walk with Dr. 
   Mike Chmell
November
Community Drum Circle
Yoga at the Dells
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Night Hike at SDNC
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Career Explore
December
Yoga at the Dells
Silent Nights: Luminaria Walk
Conservation Crew Volunteer Workday
Silent Nights: Luminaria Walk
Career Explore

School On-Site Programs 
with Staff: 
District #100…Belvidere
Belvidere South Middle School
Perry Elementary School (2 days)
District #122…Harlem
Maple Elementary and Parker Center 
   (3 days)
Olson Park Elementary School (2 days)
District #134...Shirland 
Shirland School
District #140…Rockton
Rockton (4 days)
District #145...Freeport 
Blackhawk Elementary
District #205…Rockford
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Beyer Elementary School (2 days)
Brookview Elementary (2 days)
Cherry Valley (4 days)
Christian Life School
Emmaus Academy Home School Co-op
Haskell Elementary School
Immanuel Lutheran School
Maria Montessori (5 days)
Maude Johnson Elementary (2 days)
Ralston Elementary School (2 days)
RESA
Rockford Lutheran
Rockford Lutheran Academy
Ryan Jury
St. Bridget Elementary
St. Rita
Spectrum
Spring Creek 
Swan Hillman
Welsh Elementary (2 days)
West View (2 days)
District #205…Rockford Cont’d
White Swan Elementary
Whitehead (2 days)
District #220…Oregon
Oregon Elementary (2 days)
District #321…Pecatonica
Pecatonica Elementary School (3 days)
District #322…Durand
Durand Elementary
District #323…Winnebago
Aquin Elementary
Berean Baptist School
St. Peter School
Winnebago HS Life Skills Class

Other On-Site Programs 
with Staff:
Family Creek Walk 
Greg Rajsky Farewell Gathering
Home School Group Mary Ann Sullivan
Home School Program-Animals Prepare 
   for Winter
Home School Program-Outdoor Skills
Home School Program-Porcupine 
   Quillwork
Home School Program-Predator Prey 
   Palooza
Insect Exploration Home School Program
Little Ducklings Day Care-Milledgeville, 
   IL (2 days)
Scout Group
Scout Group “Into the Woods”
Scouting Skills: Bugs for Brownies
Scouting Skills: Primitive Camper for 
   Cadettes
Volunteer Education Training w/Ellen 
   Rathbone (6 days)
Volunteer Meeting/Potluck Training

In-School Programs:
Harlem Kindergarten (Parker Center 
Elementary)
McIntosh Elementary School Career & 
   Resource Fair
Simon Elementary
St. Bernadette School
Swan Hillman School Reading Event
Youth Groundwater Festival

Other Off-Site Programs 
with Staff:
Annual Breakfast at The Pavilion at 
   Orchard Ridge Farms
Artale First Friday Wine Night
Baseball in the STEAM Zone: Rockford 
   Peaches 75th Anniversary
Bat Walk with Barbara Williams at 
   Seward Bluffs Forest Preserve
Canoe Convoy Paddle the Kishwaukee 
   River
Drinks for the Dells-Carlyle Brewing 
   Company
Fairhaven Christian Retirement Center
Friday Night City Market
Lowell Park Nature Center Campfire 
   Program - Bats
Nature Fiesta at Blackhawk Springs 
   Forest Preserve
Nature Journaling Club at Kieselburg 
   Forest Preserve
Rockford City Market
Rockford Meltfest  
Rockford Public Library Kickoff Reading 
   Program
Rockford Public Schools-Summer 
   Activities Fair
Species Spotlight: Bat Walk at Four Lakes 
   Forest Preserve 
The Garden Clubs of Illinois, Inc. 
   Conservation Conference- “Furthering 
   Diversity”
Tree Inventory: Best Defense at Forest 
   Preserve  Headquarters
Tree Talk at Ruth Edwards Nature Center
Tree Walk at Lowell Park, Dixon IL
Twilight Ramble at Kieselburg Forest 
   Preserve
Twilight Walk at Deer Run Forest Preserve
Upper Mississippi River Day Trip
Wild Ones Presentation-Plant Monitoring

Wildflower Walk:  Anna Page Park
Wildflower Walk: Burr Oak Valley 
   Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Cedar Cliff Forest 
   Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Colored Sands Forest 
   Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Deer Run Forest 
   Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Flora Prairie Nature 
   Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Hall Memorial Woods
Wildflower Walk: Harlem Hill Prairie 
   Nature Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Howard D Colman 
   Nature Preserve
Wildflower Walk: Piscasaw Fen 
   Conservation Area
Winnebago Public Library Program

Use of Facilities:
Birthday party in the screen porch and 
   Conference Room
Dennis Early Learning Education
Festival Kids Crafts: Bird Cakes (3 days)
Festival Kids Crafts: Candle Making
Festival Kids Crafts: Rainbow Mobiles
Festival Kids Crafts: Shelter House Jenni 
   Hassler (2 days)
Festival Kids Crafts: Study (2 days)
Festival Kids Crafts: Wool/Wooden Sheep 
   Handcraft

Girl Scout Troop Rental of Screen Porch
Graduation party in Education Room
Home School Class
James Marshall’s Rockford University 
   Class
Mammalogy Class
Memorial for Thomas Koenigsberger
Memorial Service for Metheny
NCIOS (10 days)
NCIOS Potluck and Meeting
Private Birthday Party in the Education 
   Room
Rockford Rescue Mission
Rockford Writers’ Guild meeting
RRFC Meeting 
Sand Bluff Observatory Meeting
Tinkergarten Jenni Hassler
Toni Vander Heyden Keller Williams 
   Board Meeting
Writer’s Class

Attended On Their Own:
Berean Baptist School 
Byron Forest Preserve in The Grove 
Byron High School “Hike The Trails” 
Des Plaines Park District
Dorothy Simon Winnebago “At Risk” 
   Preschool  AM
Home School Group On Their Own 
James Marshall Rockford University - Bird 
   Banding 
James Marshall-University of Rockford, 
   Owl Walk 
Lincoln Middle School Group
Malcolm Eaton Enterprises-Freeport, IL 
NCIOS Hike 
Plein Air Painters 
Prairie Knoll Shelter House Rental Group - 
   Church Service 7th Day Adventist 
Prairie Knoll Shelter House Rental Group - 
   Winnebago Class of 2003 Reunion 
Prairie Knoll Shelter House Rental 
Group-Birthday Party 
Prairie Knoll Shelter House Rental 
Group-Gender Reveal Party 
Prairie Knoll Shelter House Rental 
   Wedding 
Prairie Knoll Shelterhouse Walton-
   Golightly Wedding
Rockford University Bird Banding OTO 
Spectrum Pre School - Playscape
Stillman Valley Highland Grade School - 
   Prairie Knoll Shelterhouse
Toni Murray Hiking Group

Photo by Robert Clark
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Members receive: 
       n Discount at Severson Dells’ Gift Shop 
 n Reduced admissions to Severson Dells
  programs
	n Members-only programs at Severson Dells
 n Early Summer Camp registration
 n Check-out privileges at Severson Dells    
  Library 
 n “Notes From the Dells” quarterly newsletter   
  with calendar of programs and special   
  events 
 n Free admission to participating Asociation of           
  Nature Center Administrators member nature     
  centers around the country 

  
Annual Membership: 

  __  Individual   $40
  __  Family  $65
  __  Sponsor   $125 
  __  Benefactor   $300
  __  Sustaining   $600
  __  Patron   $1000

What Will Your Legacy Be?
Name Severson Dells Nature Center in your will

or bequest. You will help us raise the next
generation of earth stewards. Contact your

attorney or financial advisor for advice.
 

Become a member online at
www.seversondells.org/become-a-member/

Name _________________________________________
 
Address _______________________________________ 
 
City _______________ State _______ Zip ____________

Phone _________________________________________

Email _________________________________________
I would like to support the mission of SDNC

with a gift of _____________ at this time.
Contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

Please consult your tax professional.
Thank You For Your Support!

Become a Member of
“Friends of Severson Dells”

or give an additional gift

16

Severson Dells Nature Center
Address: 8786 Montague Rd. 

Rockford, IL 61102-9713

Telephone:  1-815-335-2915 

Website: www.seversondells.org 

Social Media: Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube

e-mail: info@seversondells.org      

Hours: 

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Sunday: 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM

2018 SEVERSON DELLS NATURE CENTER STAFF:

Ann Wasser - Director

Nancy Bleile - Administrative Assistant 

Ellen Rathbone - Nature Educator

Greg Rajsky - Naturalist/Educator

2018 BOARD MEMBERS:

Jake Loescher - President
Daniel Huntley - Vice President

Denise Delanty - Secretary
Dan Zeigler - Treasurer

Jack Armstrong
Joe Hemlock

Janet Johnson
James Marshall

Helen Molina-Tobon
Patty Oliveri
Hans Rupert

Toni Vander Heyden
Steve Vee

Lenae Weichel

Severson Dells Nature Center and the Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County, in compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, will assist in providing for those 
individuals with special needs. (Please notify us in advance of 
your needs that may require special staffing.)

Severson Dells Nature Center is a 
cooperative effort with the Forest 
Preserves of Winnebago County.


