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Every day, we see the impact of the meaningful work we do. The green
landscape of our “Forest City,” paired with the biodiversity of the
Kishwaukee River, is no accident. It reflects the collective effort each of you
makes.

At Severson Dells, soon Wild Roots Nature Center, there’s always a sense of
excitement when a bus pulls in. It’s a real opportunity to make a difference.
For each student, it can be the moment that sparks a lifelong connection to
nature. Like many of you, my own passion started early—well before I could
tell a hickory from an oak—but it’s those early experiences that shaped
where I am today.

Nature education is an investment. Sometimes you see the impact right
away, but more often it’s a seed that’s planted—one that grows over time
into something much bigger: a thriving ecosystem, a lasting commitment, a
ripple effect that reaches far beyond that initial moment.

Fifty years ago, Fannie Severson planted that seed when she donated her
deer lodge, with the hope that it would become exactly what it is today: a
place that grows, supports, and inspires thousands.

None of the progress over the last 50 years would have been possible
without all of you. This is a community that shows up with curiosity, with
commitment, and with a willingness to act. You’ve helped drive stewardship
of this land, expanded our reach to places like Prairie’s Edge, and
supported efforts to protect our local environment through advocacy and
engagement.

That collective effort has strengthened our connection not just to the land,
but to each other. And that matters.

I’m proud of the work you’ve helped inspire, and even more proud of the
impact it continues to have. Without places like this, our “Forest City”
would likely have fewer trees, and the Kishwaukee River fewer species
calling it home.

Thank you for investing in nature education and for believing that our future
can, and should, be greener and stronger.

A Note from the President

Michelle Borgialli
Michelle.board@WildRootsNatureCenter.org

Michelle Borgialli, Board President
(right) and Ann Wasser, Executive
Director (left).

Severson Dells Nature Center
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
nature education
organization in Rockford,
Illinois. Operating two
locations: the historical
Severson Dells and
Prairie’s Edge, currently in
the process of being
restored, Severson Dells’
mission is to inspire
conservation of nature
through education and
stewardship, cultivating
connections between
people and place.
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Heritage Society
Every sunset brings the promise of a
new dawn. — Ralph Waldo Emerson

The Heritage Society recognizes those
special friends who include Severson Dells
Nature Center in their wills or estate plans.
These legacy donors discover the joy of
making sure their generous support for
environmental education lives on.

"No person was ever honored for what
he received. Honor has been the reward
for what he gave." — Calvin Coolidge

Memorials are a meaningful way to honor
the life of a loved one after they have passed
by supporting a cause the loved one was
passionate about. Honorariums are a way to
recognize a loved one or commemorate a
special occasion with a philanthropic gift.

We are grateful to those who chose Wild
Roots for these meaningful gifts.
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The Laudicina Preston Group-Baird
The Morrissey Family Businesses
Williams McCarthy LLP

Business Donors
Abreo*
Anderson Gardens*
Barnstormers Distillery*
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*Indicates an In-Kind Donor
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2025 Nature Center Staff
Ann Wasser - Executive Director
Andrea Wallace Noble - Education Programs Manager
Elly Salazar - School Programs Coordinator

Rebecca Rankins - Community Engagement Coordinator

Laura Sjoquist - Administrative Assistant
Linda Sandquist - Director of Development
Liz Wiener - Public Programs Coordinator

2025 AmeriCorps Members

Our Mission: Our mission is to inspire conservation of 
nature through education and stewardship, cultivating 
connections between people and place.

Our Vision: A community inspired to explore, understand, 
and protect the natural world—where curiosity leads to 
stewardship, science informs action, and every person 
feels connected to each other and the land.

Caedyn Wells - Community Science
Caroline Pacheco - Environmental Education
Emma Zimmerman - Science Communication
Lauren Bonavia - Environmental Education
Olivia Price - Environmental Education

Board of Directors
President - Michelle Borgialli
Vice President - Masha Roberts
Treasurer - Jason Huber
Secretary - Dan Kasten
Melanie Costello
Elicia Gross
Ben Kimes
Kerry Knodle
Jake Loescher
Michael Oliveri
Cathy Ott
Zoey Nunez
Chris Samuelson
Mark Samuelson
Tasha Wendorf

SeversonDells.org
815 - 335 - 2915

Severson Dells is open
Monday - Saturday
8am - 4:30pm

Special note: Severson Dells Nature Center is undergoing a rebrand from 
Severson Dells Nature Center to Wild Roots Nature Center. To learn more, 
visit SeversonDells.org/WildRoots


