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The Palmyra Chamber of Commerce held 
its Annual Awards Banquet on January 
12, 2023 recognizing the distinguished 
service of honorees for Citizen, Educator 
and Volunteer of the Year and other special 
contributors to our community.  As one 
attendee commented, “You could feel the 
emotion in the room.”

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
A citizen of the year serves as a role model 
for us all, and this year was no exception.  
Heather McChristian, owner and manager of 
HATS Restaurant, has been a contributing 
member of our business community for over 
40 years, and a prominent small business 
owner for 25 years serving up “good friends, 
good food and good times.”

Not only a member of the Palmyra Chamber 
of Commerce, the 2022 Citizen of the Year is 
currently serving a third term on the Board 
of Directors, and over the years has been 
counted on as a contributing member of 
many committees including Taste of Palmyra, 
Christmas in Palmyra, and Scholarship.  

Heather McChristian, Citizen of the year award winner, shown 
with 2022 Miss Marion County Drew Billups.

As a woman in business 
myself, it is inspirational to 
have a successful woman 

entrepreneur like her as a role 
model.  She empowers me and 
other women working to leave 

their mark on our business 
community.

“

“

~Brandy Huber

Award Presenter

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
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McChristian makes giving back to the 
community a priority, donating to many 
causes and benefits to help local families.  She 
has been active in the Nick Smyser Memorial 
Golf Tournament since its inception, is one of 
the founding members of Chamber member 
Madonna Watters’ Val’s Pals for caregivers, 
has helped cater the annual Flower Children 
Spring Fling American Cancer Society 
benefit since its debut in 2000 and prepares 
Thanksgiving meals for the Palmyra Senior 
Nutrition Center.  Heather also donates 
coveted auction baskets for every imaginable 
local cause.  

As award presenter, Brandy Huber of B 
Creative Nutrition, noted, “As a woman in 
business myself, it is inspirational to have a 
successful woman entrepreneur like her as 
a role model.  She empowers me and other 
women working to leave their mark on our 
business community.”

An emotional and surprised McChristian, 
was left almost speechless, humbly thanking 
the community for their support.   

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 
Amanda Haeberlin, Agriculture & Vocational 
Education instructor and FFA sponsor 
at Palmyra R-1, was selected as the 2022 
Educator of the Year.  According to her 
former student, Tim Wellman, Haeberlin 
“can bring out the best” in those around her, 
values the skills she has and “imparts those 
skills onto blossoming young minds.”  

In her 10 years in the Palmyra school district, 
Haeberlin has trained 43 FFA contest teams, 
29 of which qualified for state competition.  
Thirteen of these placed in the top 10, and 
three were named state champions.  These 
3 placed in the top 7 nationwide with one 
team, of which Wellman was a member, 
taking 1st place in national competition in 
2021.  Mrs. Haeberlin is the first and only 

Amanda Haeberlin, Educator of the year  award winner, shown 
with 2022 Miss Marion County Drew Billups.

I love my kids.  I love my job.  I just 

try to do what’s best for my kids.“

“

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

Said an appreciative Haeberlin.

Palmyra advisor and coach to win a national 
championship in any area.  

Haeberlin was described as an educator 
who comes early, stays late, checks in with 
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students during summer experiences and 
gets involved in voluntary activities that 
benefit pupils.  She treats students with 
respect, creates interactive lesson plans and 
engages learners.  “This isn’t just a teacher,” 
noted Wellman. “This is an academic, a 
scholar and an expert in her field.”  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
How old do you have to be to volunteer?  
Is it ever too soon to become involved in 
community service?  Does starting early 
make volunteering a lifetime habit?  The 2022 
Volunteer of the Year awardee, Johnathan 
Trenkamp, started volunteering at early age.

Presenter, Brandy Huber, told how she has 
watched Johnathan walk around town 
with his mother, giving flowers to different 
residents or businesses just to brighten their 
day.  She’s frequented the lemonade stands 
he sets up to raise money for various charities 
or people in need.  Madonna Watters, who 
started Val’s Pals for caregivers in memory of 
her sister, acknowledges sometimes getting 
the total take of $15 from a sale.  

Just as his mother did with her mother as 
a young girl, Johnathan has helped his 
grandmother, Jane Leeser, deliver Meals on 
Wheels.  He says he loves to interact with 
people and help them out.  You’ll find him 
helping unload trucks at the Palmyra Food 
Pantry, participating in clean-up days at the 
golf course, assisting with Mt. Olivet’s Lord’s 

Haeberlin got glowing reviews as an FFA 
coach from retired Palmyra agriculture 
instructor Frank Caldwell.  Past FFA 
presidents describe her as tenacious, 
encouraging, caring and dedicated.  

Acre Sale in Taylor 
and clearing tables 
after dinners at Mt. 
Olivet Church where 
he is a member of the 
congregation.

“For an 8-year-old, I think this is an amazing 
list that shows he really cares about the 
Palmyra community at such a young age,” 
praised Huber. “He has definitely bypassed 
me and what I have done at the age of 40!”  
Volunteering has taught this young man 
first-hand about empathy and compassion.  
It’s helped him understand that giving your 
time to help others feels good and can be 
fun.  I think he can encourage all of us to do 
the same thing and get other young people 
to give back.  

The youngest member to ever receive a 
Chamber annual award, Trenkamp was a 
man of few words, graciously and humbly 
saying “Thank You,” with an engaging smile 
for all in attendance.  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
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PAINTBRUSH AWARD 
The Palmyra Chamber’s Paintbrush Award 
is given annually to applaud a business that 
has undergone a facelift and whose pride in 
the services or products they provide makes 
Palmyra residents take notice.  Palmyra’s 
HNB Bank was the 2022 Paintbrush Award 
recipient.  

HNB Bank was originally organized in May 
1888 as the Bank of Hannibal and opened in 
Palmyra in January 1995.  As it continued to 
grow to serve additional markets throughout 
Northeast Missouri, it officially became 
recognized by its current name in 2003. 
HNB was a Main Street fixture for 27 years, 
gradually outgrowing its space.  

In August 2021, ground was broken for a new 
facility at 110 W. Main Cross to better serve 
local clients and customers.  A grand opening 
and Palmyra Chamber ribbon cutting were 

held on March 25, 
2022, giving all a 
look at the new 
lobby, offices and 
drive-through.  

Since 2019, Joel 
Swisher, HNB Bank 
Palmyra Branch 
Manager, has served 
on the Palmyra 
Chamber Board of 
Directors, currently 
serving a 2nd three-year term.  

Swisher personally thanked the Palmyra 
Chamber for the recognition and expressed 
appreciation on behalf of John Zimmer, 
President of the HNB Bank board, and 
executive management. “Stop by,” 
encouraged Joel!

BUSINESS HALL OF FAME 
Those inducted into the Business Hall of 
Fame are community businesses which have 
greatly impacted Palmyra for an extended 
period of time.  As presenter Steve Mast 
observed, “This is a prestigious award in this 
community.  You don’t get there overnight.”  
The 2022 Business Hall of Fame honoree, 
Merkel Metal Recycling Division and Roll 
off Container Service, is a family-owned 
and operated business whose story began 

PAINTBRUSH AWARD

in the 1960’s. What began as a sideline for 
supplemental income for Guido Merkel 
blossomed into a one-man fulltime business 
in 1983 with scrap iron & metal.  The business 
grew, and employees were hired.  In 1995 
Jeff Merkel joined the company, and Merkel’s 
became a father/son venture.

Unfortunately, the scrap market crashed in 
the summer of 1998, and the Merkels had to 

Joel Swisher, HNB Bank 
Palmyra Branch Manager,
accepting the Paintbrush 
Award on behalf of the bank.
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readjust. They began providing a new service 
to stay afloat, a Roll-Off Container Service.

Life was good until 2001 when the original 
business was back on its feet, but the service 
component took a dive. The family prayed, 
and a Christmas miracle ensued: the owner’s 
name was drawn on the Courthouse lawn on 
the last night of Christmas in Palmyra. Jeff 
Merkel won $3000 and invested it in yet 
a third component of the family business, 
landfill waste.  

In 2008, the companies moved to the Charles 
Brown Industrial Park and have since relocated 
to 1100 Legion Street.  The business is now 
one of the leading scrap metal recycling 
centers in Northeast Missouri. They are a 
full-service Recycling Center that provides 
purchasing, sorting, processing, marketing 
and trucking of scrap metal for industrial, 
commercial and residential customers. They 
serve commercial and industrial customers 
throughout northeast Missouri, west-central 
Illinois, and southeast Iowa with temporary 
or permanent roll-off containers which 
can be used for construction, demolition 

and roofing debris, general garbage, home 
clean outs, and all types of scrap metals for 
recycling.

“Guido Merkel has supposedly retired, but 
he still shows up for work every day ready 
to complete whatever project awaits him for 
the day,” concluded Mast.

“I had no idea,” shared Jeff Merkel.  “The 
family has backed us the whole time.  Thank 
you to our employees for your hard work in 
helping us be successful and for showing up 
to surprise us.”

Merkel Metal Recycling & Roll-off Containers was inducted into 
the Business Hall of Fame.  Pictured are owners Guido and son, 
Jeff Merkel, with 2022 Miss Marion County Drew Billups.

BUSINESS HALL OF FAME

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Outgoing president, Caitlin Smyser, 
presented her President’s Award to 
Anna Gottman of Lewis Brothers Funeral 
Chapel. Gottman chaired the 2022 Taste of 
Palmyra.  “Having lived in Palmyra all my 

life, I realize how very many people in our 
community make a huge impact.  Without 
these individuals the organizations, clubs 
and events hosted in this community would 
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not be nearly as successful,” acknowledged 
Smyser.  

Gottman volunteered to take on the second 
largest event the Palmyra Chamber sponsors.  
She came up with new ideas, was willing 
to go out on a limb and was flexible and 
inventive when changes were required.   Her 
committee was grateful for her leadership, 
organizational skills and enthusiasm.  Anna 
is selfless, always thinking of others, making 
sure they are recognized for their hard work.  

The Palmyra Chamber applauds Anna on her 
first, and we hope not last, year as the Taste 
of Palmyra event lead.  

Anna Gottman, President’s award winner, shown with 2022 
Miss Marion County Drew Billups.

Outgoing President,
Caitlin Smyser

Incoming President,
Allie Bennett

PRESIDENTS AWARD

ADDITIONAL RECOGNITION
Outgoing President Smyser was recognized 
for her service by incoming president, Allie 
Bennett.  Also acknowledged were Nancy 
Goellner, for keeping patriotism and the 
tradition of a Flag Day parade alive; Jason 
Janes for chairing our first Golf Tournament 
which raised enough funds for the Chamber’s 
first Business Development Grants; and 
Michele and Randy Hopson and their 
assistant, Jamie McCoy, for continuing to rise 
to the challenges of the Marion County Fair.  

Smyser highlighted the Palmyra Chamber’s 
awarding of its first Business Development 
Grants.  Three local businesses were awarded 
up to $2500 matching funds for business 

startups or improvements.  The awardees 
included Katelyn Ferry, owner of the Simply 
Picked Country Store; Zane Meyers, owner 
of Meyers Barber Co; and Leisa Hinkle, owner 
of the Urban Nest.  

Begun in 2022 were plans for a new updated 
chamber website which will be unveiled 
soon.  



THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING 
Our thanks to the Rebel Pig for a delicious 
dinner, Palmyra High School Key Club for 
their service and Miss Marion County, Drew 
Billups, for assisting with award presentations.  
We appreciate the gracious donations 
made by Aramark and Golden Eagle and 
can’t say enough about the businesses that 
provided us with such unique and festive 
décor:  B&S Insurance, B Creative Nutrition, 
Chariton Valley, Exchange Bank, Farm 
Bureau Insurance, Foster Adopt Connect, 
Hannibal Regional Healthcare, HATS, HNB 
Bank, HOMEBANK, Janes Surveying, Lewis 
Brothers Funeral Home, Mark Twain Title, 
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Your 2023 Board of Directors (from L to R):  Heather 
McChristian, Steve Mast, Joel Swisher, Secretary/Treasurer 
Susan Berti, Wes Tuley, President Allie Bennett; Past-President 
Caitlin Smyser, Vice-President Maria Kuhns; Randy Hopson.  
Pictured with Miss Marion County Drew Billups. 

2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ANNUAL AWARDS NOMINATIONS

Mercantile Bank, Meyers Barber Co, NE 
Power, Palmyra R-1, the Rebel Pig, Simply 
Picked Country Store & Val’s Pals. 

Perhaps reading about the deserving Annual Awards recipients 
makes you think of whom you’d like to see recognized. Why 
not submit your nominations for Citizen of the Year, Educator 
of the Year and Volunteer of the Year while this is fresh in your 
mind?  Nominations for Educator of the Year don’t have to be 
for a teacher but may be for any individual who positively guides 
youth or trains others.  

Nominating guidelines are available at showmepalmyra.com 
2023 recipients will be announced at the Palmyra Chamber’s next 
Annual Banquet, January 11, 2024.   Send your nominations to the 
Chamber office at 
P.O. Box 446, Palmyra, MO 63461 
or palmyrachamber@gmail.com. 

http://www.showmepalmyra.com/chamber/NominatingGuidelines.pdf
mailto:cantonvet%40cantonvetclinic.com?subject=Chamber%20Nomination


2023 Palmyra Chamber 
Awards Banquet Table Sponsors

B&S Insurance

Exchange Bank & Val’s Pals

Farm Bureau

HomeBank

Hannibal Regional Hospital

Mercantile Bank Meyers Barber Co.

Janes Surveying

Mark Twain Title

Foster Care Adopt

Chariton Valley B Creative

HNB Bank Simply Picked

Palmyra R-1 School

Northeast Power

HATS Restaurant

Lewis Brothers

Thank you to all the businesses 
that supported our event!



WELL DONE!

CONGRATSKUDOS
GRANT

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

The third and final Business Development Grant was presented 
to Leisa Hinkle and her business, an event venue, The Urban Nest.  
Leisa has plans to refurbish the exterior of her historic building at 
216 S. Main in downtown Palmyra.  Congratulations, Leisa!

Congratulations to Beard Implement on its expansion!  We 
appreciated the opportunity to check it out at Business After 
Hours, Thursday, February 2.

The Palmyra Chamber of Commerce is able to offer its 
members health insurance through the Missouri Chamber 
Benefit Plan and Trust GDC Insurance Services.  Powered 
by the Missouri Chamber Federation and administered 
by Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, the Chamber 
Benefit Plan is available to small group employers, who 
are members of a qualifying Chamber of Commerce and 
have 2 – 50 eligible employees. 

By being a part of a larger, self-funded pool, employers 
have financial protection backed by Anthem’s stop loss 
coverage. In addition to financial protection, the Chamber 
Benefit Plan offers much more, see column to the right.  

If you think the Chamber Benefit Plan is right for your 
small business, call the Palmyra Chamber at 573-769-0777 
or call agents noted below.

CHAMBER 
CHAMBER BENEFIT 
PLAN OFFERS:  
• Competitive, medically 

underwritten rates 

• Fixed, predictable monthly 
payments

• A variety of plan designs, 
including 10 PPO and three 
HSA options 

• Anthem’s Blue Access, Blue 
Access Choice and Blue 
Preferred networks

• Coverage for claims run-
out/terminal liability 
coverage Open 

• Simple, streamlined 
administration

Paul Frankebach I Carla Meyers

573-769-4311

B E N E F I T  P L A N

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063058579085
https://www.beardimplement.com/ 
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2023 CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP

What is the Palmyra Chamber 
of Commerce?
The Palmyra Chamber of Commerce 
is an organization of businesses and 
profes sionals who are dedicated 
to helping further the interests of 
businesses in our area to make Palmyra 
and the surrounding area a better place 
to live and work. 

Why Join?
• Contribute to something bigger than 

yourself when you join the Chamber!
• Advise the Chamber of the needs of 

your industry.
• Use the Chamber’s marketing 

resources like its newsletter, website and social media.
• Apply for a Business Development Grant to open or grow a local establishment.
• Keep abreast of legislative issues facing your business.
• Get access to the Chamber Benefit Plan health insurance.
•  Network, make new connections, foster additional exposure for your business.
• Increase your visibility by engaging in sponsorship opportunities, ribbon cuttings and the 

opportunity to serve on committees and the Board of Directors.

An application is available on the Chamber website.

Businesses with
1-3 employees

$75
Churchess/Community & 

Service Organizations

$75
Non-Business

Individual

$75

Retired
Individual

$25
Join or renew as a valued 
member of the Palmyra 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Membership runs January – December.    

Join us and contribute to something bigger than yourself

Noon at Rebel Pig  I  February 14

NEXT MEETING:

http://showmepalmyra.com/chamber/ChamberMembershipForm.pdf


   

Visit
www.showmepalmyra.com

for everything Palmyra!

Chamber Email Address:  
palmyrachamber@gmail.com 

Palmyra MO Chamber of Commerce

Visit us on Facebook at:

UPCOMING CHAMBER 
MEETING & PROGRAMS 

upcoming eventsCALENDAR

2023 CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP
Invite a friend or business member to join!

Palmyra Chamber membership 
for 2023 runs January – December.  

Details on Page 10.
Applications available here.

12 pm, Tu., February 14:
Rebel Pig–Heart Health; what better topic for 

Valentine’s Day?

12 pm, Tu., March 14:
HATS – Daycare in Palmyra

12 pm. Tu., April 11:
NE Power – Hollywood Comes To Palmyra 
with native Director/Producer of Flyover, 

Brian White, filming here

February 11
Annual Fireman’s Dance~8-10 pm, American 
Legion Hall

February 14 Valentine’s Day
Valentine’s Day Special Dinner & 
Entertainment~ 6 pm, Hall’s Hall  

February 18
Daddy & Daughter Dance~5:30 – 9:30 pm, 
Sesqui Building

March 12
Daylight Saving Time begins at 2 am 

April 8
Easter Egg Hunt~10 am, Flower City Park

April 9 Happy Easter!
April 29
Spring Fling~Flower Children’s Annual Dinner 
Auction for the American Cancer Society

June 10
Flag Day Parade~10 am, Main Street

June 23
Chamber Golf Tourn.~Jackson Park 

July 3
Independence Day Fireworks

July 29-August 5
Marion County Fair

October 16
Taste of Palmyra

November 25, December 2, 
9, 16 & 23
Ride the Firetruck with Santa! ~1-2 pm, 
Palmyra Fire Station

January 11, 2024
Annual Chamber Awards Banquet~5:30 pm, 
Farischon Hall

http://www.showmepalmyra.com
mailto:palmyrachamber%40gmail.com%20%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Palmyra-MO-Chamber-of-Commerce/217294411632743
http://www.showmepalmyra.com/chamber/ChamberMembershipForm.pdf

