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Mission Statement 

To hear the gospel and make a diīerence. 

To live and love in Christ. 

December 29, 2024 

January 5, 2025 

January 12, 2025 

March 23, 2025 

Weekend Mass Times 

 

Saturday: 4pm Vigil 
(4pm Mass is also livestreamed) 

 

Sunday 

7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 4pm 

(10:30am Mass is also livestreamed) 

Private Confessions 

Saturday 3pm to 3:30pm 

 

Oĸce Hours  
Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm 

9am Daily Mass  Schedule  

St. Stephen 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

Christ the King 

Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 

St. Stephen Church 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

 

Saturday: 5pm Vigil    
Sunday: 9:30am  

 

Private Confessions 

Saturday Before the 5pm Mass 

 

Oĸce Hours 

Monday & Wednesday 11am to 2pm 

December 7, 2025 

December 21, 2025 



Dear Friends: 
This week I would like to share a Reflection on Catholic Marriage: Letting the Altar Be the 
Witness 

The steady and sobering decline in Catholic marriages in the United States tells us something 
important—not only about changing social patterns, but about a quiet ache within the Church itself. 
In the year 2000, there were about 267,000 Catholic marriages in this country. By 2024, that number 
had fallen to just over 111,000—a drop of nearly 60%. When we look further back, the contrast is 
even sharper: roughly 426,000 Catholic marriages in 1970 compared with just over 108,000 in 2025, 
a decline of nearly 75%. 
These numbers are not simply statistics. They represent a sobering fact that young adults who may not yet feel that the 
Church is a place where their love, questions, hopes, and struggles are truly welcomed and accompanied. 
I would like to offer an invitation: to foster an atmosphere in which young adults know they belong—before they are 
married, as they discern marriage, and throughout the lifelong journey that follows. The Church must not appear 
as a gatekeeper standing at the end of the road, but as a companion walking beside them, offering encouragement, 
wisdom, mercy, and practical tools for building strong, sacramental marriages. 
To rediscover the beauty of Catholic marriage, we return to where Jesus himself chose to reveal his glory for the first 
time: the wedding at Cana. Jesus was not a distant observer at that celebration. He was present—with his mother and his 
disciples—sharing in the joy, the vulnerability, and even the quiet anxiety of the couple’s day. And like every wedding, 
Cana was not perfect. The wine ran short. What had been carefully planned suddenly revealed its limits. 

It is Mary who notices first. She does not shame, panic, or assign blame. She 
simply brings the need to Jesus. And what follows is extraordinary. Six stone 
jars—each holding twenty to thirty gallons—are filled with water and 
transformed into wine. Not just any wine, but the finest wine. In today’s 
terms, that is roughly 600 to 900 bottles of choicest wine. An abundance 
beyond expectation. A generosity almost excessive. A sign that when Jesus is 
present, scarcity is never the final word. 
This miracle tells us something essential about marriage as a sacrament. No 
marriage is perfect, no matter how carefully prepared. Every couple will face 
moments when the “wine runs short”—when patience thins, joy feels distant, 

or love is tested by fatigue, illness, disappointment, or change. The sacrament of marriage is not a guarantee of ease; it is 
the promise of presence. Christ does not remove every difficulty, but he transforms what is offered to him. His presence 
changes the atmosphere. What feels insufficient becomes grace-filled. What seems ordinary becomes sacred. 
This is why celebrating marriage in the Church matters. To stand before the altar is to say: we want Christ at the center 
of our love; we want the Church to witness our promises; we want grace to sustain what human strength alone cannot. 
The altar becomes more than a place of ritual—it becomes a silent witness to vows spoken, tears shed, forgiveness 
given, and love renewed again and again. 
As we approach Valentine’s Day, our parish rejoices in a visible sign of hope. On Sunday, February 15th at the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass, more than 30 couples will gather to renew their marriage vows. Their presence reminds us that love, when rooted 
in faith, can endure and mature. As these couples renew their promises, we also invite any other couples who wish to 
join us—physically or in spirit—to ask God’s blessing upon their marriage. 
As part of our ongoing commitment to support and strengthen Catholic marriages, we warmly invite couples who were 
married outside the Catholic Church to consider convalidating their marriage—bringing their union into the sacramental 
life of the Church. Convalidation is not about “redoing” a wedding; it is about recognizing, blessing, and deepening the 
love you already share by placing it intentionally before God and the Church.  
During the month of May, our parish will offer three preparation sessions designed to accompany couples with respect, 
care, and clarity, helping them understand the sacrament and prepare spiritually and practically. At the conclusion of 
these sessions, couples may choose to celebrate their Catholic marriage either in a communal celebration with other 
couples or in a private ceremony, according to their circumstances and wishes.  
Pope Francis beautifully reminds us that “Marriage is not a fairy tale, but a lifelong journey, with challenges, joys, and 
growth. The important thing is not to be perfect, but to walk together with the Lord” (Amoris Laetitia). We hope many 
couples will hear this invitation as one of welcome, encouragement, and grace—an opportunity to let the sacred altar be 
a witness to a love already lived and now fully entrusted to God. 
 

Fr. Paulson 



Feb. 9 Mon. 9:00am Fr. Brian Joyce † 

Feb. 10 Tues. 9:00am Carlos Ricafrente † 

Feb. 11 Weds. 9:00am Jesie Tran  

Feb. 12 Thurs. 9:00am Matthew Tran † 

Nenita de Guzman  
Feb. 13 Fri. 9:00am Ana Andaluz † 

Roberto de la Fuente  † 

Sal & Shirley Costanza 

Feb. 14 Sat. 9:00am Mary Muhlenkamp † 

Feb. 14 Sat. 4:00pm Hilldegard Menzhuber † 

Feb. 14 Sat. 5:00pm John Peter Loef †  

Feb. 15 Sun. 7:30am Jack Cardoza † 

Maria Quichocho † 

Feb. 15 Sun. 9:00am Paciencia Tuazon † 

Florencio Tuazon † 

Inocentes Seraspe, Jr. † 

Lila Seraspe † 

Feb. 15 Sun. 9:30am  Thomas Cavida  

Feb. 15 Sun. 10:30am Homer Ira 

Feb. 15 Sun. 4:00pm Fr. Michael Dibble † 

Upcoming Second CollecƟons 

 

February 22 - Winter Nights 

March 1 - Catholic EducaƟon 

Thank you for your donaƟons  
and generosity throughout the year! 

 

We have an easy way to give! You can 
scan this QR Code and it will take you to 
our safe and secure Realm Site. This 
oīers you a convenient way to give.  

 

Or you can text CTKPH to 73256.  

 

Need Prayer? 

 

ConĮdenƟal Prayer requests can be 
sent to: prayerline@ctkph.org 

 

UPCOMING MASS INTENTIONS 

SS 

SS 

 

 

 

2025 Annual 
Giving Statements 

 

Annual Giving Statements that show your contribuƟons 
for the year ending 2025 were sent out (if we have your 
current email address in our Realm system). These email 
addresses may not be the same as the one you use for 
our weekly newsleƩer.  
 

If you do not receive an email statement, a physical state-
ment will be sent to you via U.S. Mail. If you have any 
quesƟons, please email us at oĸce@ctkph.org. 



To Hear the Gospel and Make a Difference 

Scan the QR Code to our  
Anniversary Event Page 

  Join us in the celebraƟon! 

Check our anniversary website 
page to see how events devel-
op and learn how you can take 
part in the plans we have un-
derway. Learn the histories of 

Christ the King and St. Stephen Church. Engage with 
fellow parishioners as we play, pray, sing and eat to-
gether while CelebraƟng 75 and 60 Years! I invite all of 
you to help us make this a great year by parƟcipaƟng in 
many celebratory events. 

Our 11-week study of The 
Gospel of John will begin on 

March 2.  
 

The Gospel of John is a testa-
ment to the divine nature of 
Jesus, the Word made Ňesh, 

the Light of the World. An eleven week study 
of The Gospel According to John will begin on Monday, 
March 2. Part one covers the prologue of John's Gospel 
and a signiĮcant porƟon of Jesus's ministry.  Part two 
begins with Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead and 
ends with Jesus's passion, death and resurrecƟon. The 
LiƩle Rock Scripture Study books provide commentary, 
reŇecƟon quesƟons, prayer, and access to video lec-
tures. The study material is available as a paperback or 
e-book at LiƩleRockScripture.org. We meet on  

 

Mondays at 10 AM in Room A in CTK’s Parish Hall.  

Ash Wednesday 

February 18 

 

CTK Mass Times: 

6:30am 

12:05pm 

7pm 

 

RE Prayer Service: 
4pm 

 

St. Stephen Mass Times: 
9am & 6pm 

Saturday, February 14 

St. Stephen Church 

10:30am 

 

All are welcome to 
join us for a parish Mass and celebraƟon of the Sacra-
ment of the AnoinƟng of the Sick.  
Bring relaƟves and friends from local care faciliƟes – 
those who are able to come. QuesƟons? Sr. Dominic 
Marie 925-246-1122. 

 

 

Please join us for a special Ash Wednesday Grief Work-
shop on Wednesday, February 18, 2026 @ 7:00 PM in 
the CTK Ministry Center Chapel. Grief is the ash leŌ be-
hind when love has burned brightly. Come together as 
one community in Christ for support and fellowship.  
For informaƟon, call or text Donna @ 510 381-3615. 

Dear CTK Community, 
 

With grateful hearts, we invite you to purchase Early Bird Ɵckets for the  
Christ the King Catholic School AucƟon 2026 - Vogue: CTK at Paris Fashion Week. 
 

Event Details: Saturday, February 28, 2026 | 5:00 PM |Concord 
Hilton Hotel 

 

This special evening brings our community together to celebrate, connect, and support the mis-
sion of Christ the King Catholic School. We hope you’ll join us for a beauƟful night in support of 
our children and school. 
 

TICKETS: All Ɵcket sales are Įnal as of February 13. | Scan the QR code to purchase Ɵckets. 



To Live and to Love in Christ 

 

Annual Crabfeed 

Join us on Saturday, February 21st 

at 5:30 PM in the CTK Gym  

 

for a fun-Įlled evening of delicious crab and great 
company.  The annual CTK KofC Crab Feed is back, 
so come join us for a delicious feast of Fresh Crab, 

Kinder's Ball Tip, Homemade Irish Bread & Soup & more.  
 

 

Tickets can be purchased by scanning the QR Code  

Are you longing for a deeper 
connecƟon with God, new 

friendships within our parish, or simply a 
pause from  life’s hecƟc pace?  

We warmly invite you to : 

ChristLight XVIII: Immersed in Grace. 

ChristLight is a parish-based weekend expe-
rience designed to refresh our faith and 
strengthen our community. Together we’ll 
experience prayer, fellowship, music, story-
telling, laughter, and plenty of good food 
— all in an atmosphere of openness and 
joy. 
 

This year’s ChristLight will be held the 
weekend of February 20-22 at the St. Ste-
phen campus. It’s a Ɵme to step away, 
draw near to God, and walk together on 
the journey of faith with a fun-loving team 
of dedicated parishioners. Space is limited, 
so we encourage you to reserve your spot 
soon! 
✨ The weekend concludes with a special 
Mass on Sunday, February 22 at 2:30 pm at 
St. Stephen Church, where families are 
warmly invited to join in celebraƟon. 
Come grow with us at this life-giving week-
end of community, grace, and renewal. 
 

 

*Register through REALM or call the oĸce  
925-682-2486 or email to oĸce@ctkph.org 

* Space is limited 

* $90 per person which includes all meals 
and snacks 

*Scholarships are available 

  

All are Welcome! 
Scan the QR Code to register: 

Ushers for Funerals 

 

Would you like to serve occasionally as an 
usher at a funeral held at Christ the King or 
St. Stephen Church? You would welcome visi-
tors, hand out programs, and do a bit of Ɵdy-
ing up aŌer the Mass. 
 

Although you may not know the family of the 
deceased, it is a wonderful ministry of hospitality that we 
oīer. Given the number of funerals that we have, your assistance 
would be very much appreciated. Contact Sr. Dominic Marie at    
925-246-1122 or sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com 



CTK STAFF CONTACTS 
 

 
CTK Office: office@ctkph.org 

195A Brandon Rd.   
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

Fr. Paulson Mundanmani              
925-682-2486                                    
paulson.ctk@gmail.com 

 

Fr. Lee Chompoochan                    
925-682-2486      
lleescj49@hotmail.com 

 

Deacon Nelson Gonzales 

925-676-1174 

ngonzales@ctkph.org 

 

Deacon Wynn Norona 
wnorona@ctkph.org 

   

Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP                 
925-246-1122                                     
sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Joe Silveira, Pr incipal                     
925-685-1109                                     
jsilveira@ctkschool.org 

 

Helen Christian, Office Manager  

925-682-2486                                
hchristian326@gmail.com 

 

Kathy Ridgway, Parish Office                  
925-682-2486                                   
kridgway02@gmail.com 

 

 

Teresa Gonzales 
Religious Education Director 
925-510-2259 

tgonzales@ctkph.org 

 

 

 

Rosa Panelli, RE Office                   
925-686-1017                                 
rpanellictkre@gmail.com 

 

 

Jennifer Bennett, Music Ministry  
jbennett@ctkph.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN STAFF   
CONTACTS 

 
 

St. Stephen Office:  
 1101 Keaveny Ct. 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

 

Chris Lang, St. Stephen Liaison 
saintstephenwc@gmail.com 

925-274-1341 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 

Feb. 7th, Saturday at 6pm 

Bingo Night St. Stephen Parish Hall 
 

Feb. 13th, Friday at 7pm 

Praise and Worship Night at 7pm 

Ministry Center Chapel  
 

Coming soon in February-March 

Prayer meeƟng (all ages) 
Inquiries or quesƟons, please email: 

donnanorona@icloud.com 

Once more I’m using this means of thanking all those 
who helped to make my birthday so very special. First 
of all, Mass on the 11th with the choir in full voice, the 
recepƟon aŌerwards on the paƟo, thank you to Jeanne 
Bell and her team who arranged it and served at it. 
Then came Helen ChrisƟan, Kathy Ridgway, Rosa Pan-
elli, aided by Marlen Benitez who really put on a spec-
tacular recepƟon with beauƟful music. Thanks to all 
who sent greeƟng cards, giŌ cards, cash, check, choco-
late and enough Irish whiskey to Ňoat a baƩleship. Spe-
cial thanks for the Stone family and Joseph Bouloux for 

hosƟng my family. It was Fr. Paulson who decided that 95 should be very 
special, and it was. My deepest thanks goes out to him. 



THE MAHER LAW GROUP

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

VINCENT R. MAHER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL LAW SPECIALIST

www.themaherlawgroup.com

Tel: (925) 489-1500 | vince@vincemaherlaw.com

724 Texas Street, Fair�eld, CA 94533
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925-689-7322
1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA

ACROSS FROM COSTCO | OPEN 7 DAYS

WE SELL:
Crown Moulding • Base Boards

Door & Window Casing • Mantels
Assorted Trim • Chair Rail • Pre-Primed

MOULDING 
MASTERS

 FAMILY OWNED FOR 21 YEARS

M  B , 

Mark Benda, usher

925-689-7322
1070 Detroit Ave., Concord, CA

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

ADVANCED EYECARE 
OPTOMETRY

ROBERT TURCIOS JR, O.D.

395 CIVIC DRIVE, SUITE G

PLEASANT HILL, CA. 94523

(925) 676-8365

Assisting with…

• Retirement cash flow planning • Investment management
• 529 College Savings Accounts • Charitable giving • Tax planning

Founded by parishioner, Je΍ Kragen

Helping protect and

grow your wealth

Jeff Kragen, CFP®, CIMA®, CPWA®, MBA
Senior Vice President, Investments

925-952-5267

Jeff.Kragen@RaymondJames.com
CA Insurance #0D93353

Stephen J. Kragen
Financial Advisor

925-952-5268

Stephen.Kragen@RaymondJames.com
CA Insurance #4289133

Located at 2999 Oak Rd, Walnut Creek         www.kragenwealth.com
Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC 

Home Care for Seniors

Uplift-homecare.com

info@uplift-homecare.com 925-644-7472

Locally

owned!
Services include:

• Bathing • Cooking • Personal care

• Transportation • Light house keeping

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia

• Medication reminders

Uplift Home Care is dedicated to helping you or your loved one 
age-in-place while maintaining as much independence as possible.

MARK ROLANDELLI

CONSTRUCTION
New Homes • Kitchens • Baths 
Additions • Home Improvements 

Repairs • Remodeling
rolandelliconst.com

 Ins. Work   Lic. #507081  (925) 935-3100

KATIE

OBERFELDER

510.326.3377
DRE #02275158

Katie Oberfelder — CTK parishioner, school 

mom, and a Realtor who values faith, family,

and serving your real estate needs with care.

VANISHRX WELLNESS CLINIC
Weight Loss Phentermine - $110/month • Semaglutide - $250/month  
• Tirzepatide - $350/month
Men’s Health Testosterone Therapy - $225/month • ED - $125/month
MedSpa Botox - $10/unit • Dermal Fillers - $600/syringe • PDO Smooth 
Threads - $50/thread

1975 Diamond Blvd., Building F60, Suite 28, Concord, CA 94520  |  925-342-0508  |  www.vanishrx.org

KEN SMITH ROOFING

All Your Roofing Needs

New Roofs • Re-Roofs • Repairs

20 Years Experience

Lic #645964 • Bonded
925-788-0262

Pediatric Dentistry
Drs. May & Bessma Hayder

Family-run practice

Serving our community

for 14 years

401 Gregory Lane Suite 236

(925) 363-4200
www.drhayder.com

JENNIFER MARTIN, D.D.S.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Please Call For Complimentary

NEW Patient Examination

(925) 676-8485

401 Gregory Lane, Ste 126	 drjennifermartin.com

We take most  

PPO INSURANCE  

including Delta Dental / 

Delta Dental Medicare 

Advantage!

140 Gregory LAne, Suite 100

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Here’s to Brighter 

Smiles!

925-338-8044
hello@pearldentalhub.com

Vickie K   F I N E  A RT

310-780-6792 

vickiek@vickiekfineart.com

Specializing in Watercolor, Pastel, Oil, Acrylic, and More

Accepting Commissions

Fine Artist | Creator | Art Coach

Art Parties and Lessons for all ages and skill levels 
Parishioner and CTK School Alumna www.vickiekfineart.com

Donna Touros

Dtouros@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x2610
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DIABLO VALLEY CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES

CONCORD FD 2235 - ANTIOCH FD 2331 - PINOLE FD 2333
Diablovalleycremation.com • 925-998-0303

DIABLO VALLEY FUNERAL HOME

CONCORD FD 873 - SERVING THE DIABLO VALLEY AREA SINCE 1949
Diablovalleyfuneralhome.com • 925-682-1100

 

TWO BAY AREA LOCATIONS:

Oakland & San Francisco 

(510) 444-5244  |  (415) 621-6627 

www.frenchbros.com • IG @frenchbros

Proud

Mohawk Dealer

Pleasant Hill Dentistry

Randy B. Bautista, DDS, Inc.

Family Dentistry • Invisalign

Same Day Crown Cerec

Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry

www.pleasanthilldentistry.com

pleasanthilldentistry@gmail.com

925-685-8587 • PARISHIONER

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

RKL BUILDERS Building Relationships

RON LUCIDO General Contractor Parishioner

Kitchens, Baths, Additions, 

New Homes, Windows, Doors, Trim

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cell 510-453-6547 

We do Handyman & Plumbing repairs too

RKLBuilders.com Over 30 Yrs. Exp! • Lic# 1012424

“With Faith, Hope and Love,

A Kinder Way Home!”
Mary Ann’s Mission to Convert
Renters Into Home Believers &

Owners into Home Sale Achievers.

O: 925-286-1888   C: 628-888-9078

Robert Farrar

De La Salle and Christ the King Alumni

Mobile: 925-286-5693

Robert@talktoRobert.com

www.talktorobert.com
DRE#01735863 | Compass DRE Number - 01527235

Buy and Sell with me, I’ll cover the staging fees!

$50,000 to renovate with no upfront costs! OUIMET BROS.
CONCORD FUNERAL CHAPEL

Lic. FD1006

Providing Dignified Professional Services
• Cremation and Burial Services 

• Celebrations of Life   • Reception Packages 

• Worldwide Shipping & Pre-Planning

Keith Collins - Managing Partner 
Don & Bea Ouimet

4125 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521 

925.682.4242 • fax 925.682.4281

OUIMETBROTHERS.COM

You never know

who you’re going

to run into.

Christine
Sampson

925.685.9752
1920 Oak Park Blvd.

HOME • LIFE • AUTO • BANK

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

Bring in this ad for
$5 off any $40 purchase!

Indoor Dining | Patio Dining | Banquet Rooms

Call for Reservations: (925) 933-9091

611 Gregory Lane • Pleasant Hill, CA 9423

925-267-6416

(925) 686-1366


