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Program Overview
The CMERA Shark & Ray Field Research Program provides students with immersive, hands-on experience participating in real marine field research in coastal Florida waters.
Students work alongside professional research staff assisting with capture, processing, tagging, and release of sharks and rays while learning how marine research programs operate in real-world conditions.
The program combines field research with classroom instruction, helping students connect theory with practical application while strengthening applications for internships, employment, and graduate study.
Program Learning Outcomes
Identify common shark and ray species in the Gulf of Mexico
Assist safely in capture, handling, tagging, and release procedures
Collect and record scientific field measurements and data
Understand research vessel operations and field logistics
Explain ecological importance of sharks and rays
Work effectively as part of a marine research team
Field Skills Students Practice
Setting and retrieving gill nets and longline gear
Safely processing captured animals
Species identification and measurement collection
Tagging procedures and data recording
Equipment preparation and maintenance
Vessel cleanup and research operations support
All activities occur under trained supervision with strict safety protocols.
Lecture Topics Include
Shark and ray anatomy and identification
Shark sensory systems and physiology
Mangrove, seagrass, and estuary habitats
Artificial vs natural reef systems
Fisheries and conservation challenges
Marine megafauna conservation
Pollution and harmful algal blooms
Current shark and ray research findings
Example Weekly Schedule
	Day
	Activities

	Sunday
	Arrival & housing check-in

	Monday 830-430pm
	Classroom instruction, research boats

	Tuesday 2pm- 11pm
	Research boats & classroom instruction

	Wednesday 9am-5pm
	Research boats or ecosystem field trip

	Thursday 830am-430pm
	Research boats & lecture

	Friday 830am-430pm
	Research boats & group discussion

	Saturday
	Departure or continuation week


Weekly Time Commitment
Field research: 35–45 hours
Classroom instruction: 8–10 hours
Total participation: 43–55 hours per week
Hours vary based on weather and research conditions.
Length of Participation
Students may attend for one week, multiple weeks, or the entire summer.
Most participants choose four weeks or longer for stronger skill development and field experience.
Career & Academic Benefits
Strengthens internship applications
Prepares students for graduate programs
Builds early marine field skills
Provides exposure to professional research environments
Contact Information
Alan Moore – President & Program Director
(843) 246-0750    info@coastalmera.com   www.coastalmera.com
Ready to Join Us?

Apply and select your program weeks at:
https://www.coastalmera.com/Application

Questions? Call or text anytime: (843) 246-0750
