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At the Laudara Foundation, we are dedicated to empowering communities 
to reach their fullest potential. Born out of a deep sense of gratitude and a 
commitment to creating positive change, our foundation has made 
significant strides in 2024. Here’s a glimpse into our exciting year: 

Start of the Laudara Foundation 
In June 2024, Irene started the Laudara Foundation, built on the principles of providing support, 
resources, and opportunities for communities to become more self sustainable. In the early days 
Kelly joined the board, and with their combined backgrounds, shared vision and enthusiasm they 
worked very well as a team. Their mission is to ensure that communities are able to : 
• improve their health, by having access to essential resources such as clean water, pit-latrines and 

proper medical care,  and to support the establishment of local businesses and cooperatives. 
• Improve their knowledge and skills to grow their own opportunities. 
• Create income to become more sustainable. 

Improving basic diagnosis with the Butterfly IQ - September 2024 
One of our first and most impactful initiatives was the introduction of the Butterfly iQ+ device to 
the Mother and Child Care Centre and medical clinic. Supported by a partnership with the 
Butterfly Network and donations from the Joanne Foundation, we organised a training for the two 
nurses. This initiative has significantly enhanced maternal and fetal care. Pregnant women 
received ultrasound exams for the first time as part of their pregnancy care at the centre, marking 
a significant leap in healthcare prevention and care. 
More info: https://laudara.org/a-butterfly-for-better-diagnosis 

  
Official Opening of the Mother and Child Care Centre - October 2024 
We worked with the team on the start of the new Mother and Child Care centre and were thrilled 
to organise the official opening in October. This facility is designed to provide comprehensive 
care and support to mothers and children, addressing critical health needs and promoting well-
being. The opening was used for creating a community event and to raise awareness on the 
importance of good health. See: Impression of the opening. 
 

Supporting Access to Clean Water November 2024 
In close cooperation with the Joanne Foundation we have been able to realise one new bore hole 
in de village of Kalundila. There are now 17 boreholes in this whole area, excluding one that is no 
longer in use due to dirty and salty water. 

World AIDS Day 2024 - December 2024 
On December 1st, we joined global efforts to commemorate World AIDS Day with a special event 
in our communities around Ndegeya. Our event included an awareness campaign through the use 
of a motorcycle with speakers and talks at the morning church services. The aim was to reach 
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more remote areas, and offer free HIV testing. Even though the weather made the roads 
challenging, 90 people were able to receive the tests and information about the disease. 
More info: https://laudara.org/world-aids-day 

Supporting Access to Clean Sanitation 
As we want to support communities we have focused on building pitlatrines for more families in 
close proximity. With a promotion of highlighting some of the individuals and their needs and the 
donations through the Joanne Foundation we have realised one new double pitlatrine, which was 
built for 5 families in the village near Kyalugo. 

Supporting Education in Thailand: Trip and Sponsorship of the New School in Kalasin 
with TWA 
Irene has been involved in literacy and reading projects for over 15 years together with the Rotary 
and the Tai Wisdom Association (TWA). In a significant international initiative, we partnered to 
support the establishment of a new reading program at a new school in Kalasin, Thailand. We 
embarked on a meaningful trip to Thailand, where we not only sponsored the school but also 
engaged with the local community to understand their needs and aspirations. This project is part 
of our broader commitment to education and community development, ensuring that children 
have access to quality education and opportunities for growth. 
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Looking Forward 
As we reflect on our achievements in 2024, we are at the same time excited about the future. Our 
commitment to creating vibrant, flourishing communities remains unwavering. We look forward to 
starting new projects and continuing our work in healthcare, education, and community 
development.  We hereby invite you to join us on this journey. 

Thank You 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all our partners, donors, and supporters who have made our 
work possible. Especially our precious relationship with the Joanne Foundation who work closely 
with us.  

Let’s continue to empower communities to thrive and reach their fullest potential. Together, we 
can make a meaningful impact. 

Irene Zijp en Kelly Brantner 


