
Admissions to Catholic Schools and the Certificate of Catholic 
Practice

Introduction

The Diocesan Education Service has updated its model Admission Policies to bring it 
in line with the National Catholic Education Service and to ensure compliance with 
the mandatory School Admission Code which all Admission Authorities are legally 
required to follow.

Our schools will still prioritise Catholic applicants and a certificate of Baptism will still 
be used to identify this.  However, in cases where a school is oversubscribed with 
Catholic applicants, it will be necessary to rank further the Catholic applicants, and 
the Certificate of Catholic Practice will be used to do this.

The Certificate of Catholic Practice

The Certificate of Catholic Practice is based on the following principles:

• There is to be a single, objective, test for Catholic Practice: whether the child 
comes from a practising Catholic family. 

• It is for a priest to make the judgment whether a child comes from a practising 
Catholic family. 

• The priest should have enough information to allow him to build up a complete 
picture of the family and its circumstances in order to exercise such judgment. 

• This guidance sets out the definition of ‘practising Catholic’ for the purposes of 
the Certificate of Catholic Practice only and for no other purpose. 

• The test for Catholic practice:

o is capable of being applied consistently by many different priests;

o and is susceptible to proof by reasonable evidence based on observation.

• A Catholic child from a practising Catholic family is entitled to a Certificate of 
Catholic Practice. 

The test is based upon Mass attendance, as this is capable of being observed 
objectively, with a reasonable degree of accuracy. Therefore, for the purposes of 
the Certificate of Catholic Practice, a person is a practising Catholic if they 
observe the Church’s precept  of attending Mass on Sundays and holy days of 1

obligation.



Length of Catholic Practice

Priests cannot judge whether a person’s pattern of attendance at Mass corresponds 
to that required by the Church unless attendance has continued for a substantial 
period of time. This should always be presumed if the required pattern of attendance 
has continued for two years or more (or the whole time required by the Church, 
where this is shorter). 

Conclusion

Families should regard the change as a reminder of the need to be engaged with the 
life of the local Church, that is, the parish – not simply because they desire a school 
place for their child but because it is first and foremost their faith community, 
because worshipping God and being fed by Christ in word and Sacrament is what 
we are about and because, as the Children of God families want their children to be 
supported in their journey of faith.

All clergy are committed to supporting parishioners in the difficult task of parenting 
and the joyful task of sharing faith and are not oblivious to the challenges that 
families face. Please be kind enough to trust your clergy - but please don't put them 
in the awkward position of being asked to provide a certificate for someone they 
have hardly ever seen before.

This document is also available at: https://www.sjcc.org.uk/ 

 For reference, please see Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraphs 2041 – 1

2042  Catechism of the Catholic Church.) The precise nature of this obligation is set out in 
the Church’s Canon Law: canons 1246 – 1248 Code of Canon Law - Book IV - Function of 
the Church (Cann. 1244-1253). For members of Eastern Catholic Churches the equivalent 
canon is Canon 881 of the 1990 Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P75.HTM&data=05%257C02%257Cchris.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk%257C0fb24843b3e14047a87308debff7752a%257C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%257C0%257C0%257C639159266739056277%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ==%257C0%257C%257C%257C&sdata=Brh9jWMLSu9L3rJ72CUUFdOlfDFxyr7BYN4G1iKyKYg=&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/documents/cic_lib4-cann1244-1253_en.html%23TITLE_II.&data=05%257C02%257Cchris.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk%257C0fb24843b3e14047a87308debff7752a%257C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%257C0%257C0%257C639159266739088973%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ==%257C0%257C%257C%257C&sdata=poBkgWFgVS7B86KKz7Xdq1v27qJkqMCC/k11R7qSYjg=&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/documents/cic_lib4-cann1244-1253_en.html%23TITLE_II.&data=05%257C02%257Cchris.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk%257C0fb24843b3e14047a87308debff7752a%257C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%257C0%257C0%257C639159266739088973%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ==%257C0%257C%257C%257C&sdata=poBkgWFgVS7B86KKz7Xdq1v27qJkqMCC/k11R7qSYjg=&reserved=0
https://www.sjcc.org.uk/

