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What are Legacy Forests?

- Naturally regenerated and genetically distinct
- Hand Iogged before 1946 (before commercial tree planting)

- Structurally complex (home to old forest dependent species)

- Carbon dense

- The best available future old growth




Around 0.1% of the

Kitsap Peninsula is old growth













































Why protect Green Mountain?



More than 150,000 recreationists visit Green Mountain

State Forest every year.

Hiking, mountain biking, dirt biking and forest bathing are the most
popular activities on the mountain with more specialized users visiting

the mountain for rock climbing and horseback riding.






Green Mountain and the surrounding hills are a unique and

geologically distinct habitat in the puget lowlands containing:

- Some of the last genetically distinct naturally regenerated mature
forests in the county

- 250+ acres of a globally imperiled ecosystems

- Alarge roadless area on the south slope of Green Mountain

- The only cliff system in the county

- Rare higher-elevation lowland ecosystems

- Tahuya River headwaters, beaver ponds and the lowest summer stream
temperatures in the county.

- Some of the most carbon-dense forests in the county

- Vulnerable, rare and old forest dependent species.






Green Mountains’ Sister Forests

- Tiger Mountain State Forest

- Blanchard Mountain State Forest



5245 Acres

1598 Acres (30%)



Most naturally
regenerated
mature forests in
Green Mountain
State Forest are
concentrated in the
Gold Creek and
Grada Creek
drainages with
most of the
plantation forest
occurring in the
Chico Creek
drainage (right) and
the western parts
of the state forest
(left).



This 1895 acre
core area would
protect the best
remaining mature
forests on Green
Mountain, as well
as high-quality
wetlands and
imperiled plant
communities. It
includes recently
logged areas that,
once restored
would serve as
connective habitat.



Green Mountain is a
recreational hub. The
proposal area
encompasses the
majority of the most
popular trails and
landmarks in the state
forest.



Just 2.1 miles of
roadways would
intersect the northern
part of the proposal area,
these roads are needed
to access other parts of
the state forest and
telecommunications
infrastructure.

Even with these roads
present, this protected
area would eventually
become one of the
county's largest roadless
areas.



Mechanisms

- Trust Land Transfer (TLT): The existing TLT process requires land to be "economically underperforming" to be removed from
the trust, and also require significant investment from the legislature for DNR to purchase replacement lands.

- Natural Climate Solutions (NCS): A parcel on Green Mountain is in the process of being protected under the NCS funding
mechanism of the CCA. This tool, while valuable for counties with small tax bases that are reliant on timber revenue, is not ideal
for creating a larger conservation area on Green Mountain because:

- This program is reliant on funding from the legislature to purchase replacement lands. At a statewide level this
funding is best applied to protecting forests in counties that are dependent on timber revenue.
- This program is meant specifically for mature forests and does not fund protection of connective areas.

- Reconveyance: Kitsap County, as trust beneficiary has the ability to reconvey the majority of Green Mountain State Forest to

manage as a county park. Reconveyance requires an ownership transfer from DNR to the county, which is impractical in the case

of Green Mountain given that it is situated in a larger landscape of DNR managed forests.

- A new mechanism? With permission from the legislature Kitsap County could reconvey trust lands into the NCS program as part
of the counties climate action strategy and 30 by 30 commitment. These lands would remain in DNR ownership as a protected

core area while allowing for continued timber management of the surrounding state forest.



Thank you!



