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JCA

Rooted in Jewish values, history, and our connection
to Israel, the JCA cultivates and sustains a welcoming
and thriving Jewish community in Maine and strives
to build a better world for all.
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A NOTE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

Dear Community,

This past year was one of tremendous change in our organization, with a backdrop of local,
national, and international events that have been, at times, incredibly heartbreaking and, at others,
have provided real optimism and joy. Throughout it all, our commitment to our values and to one
another has been unwavering.

The Jewish Community Alliance of Southern Maine (JCA) is a living manifestation of the fundamental
Talmudic principle of Kol Yisrael — that each Jew is responsible, one for the other. Our 2024-25
Impact Report provides a glimpse into the way our community of donors, volunteers, and staff
embody this daily. You'll learn how we care for those most vulnerable, educate our children,
strengthen Jewish identities locally, support Jews globally, and foster a thriving Jewish life, all while
striving to make the world a better place for all.

No matter how you choose to engage with the JCA, your support is a beacon of hope, and your
involvement makes our wonderful community what it is. As we move into 5786, we look forward to
building stronger connections, deepening our impact, and spending more time together—at the J!

With gratitude and best wishes for a sweet new year,

Leslie Kirby Sarah Allenby
Chief Executive Officer Board Chair
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From the Goldman Family
Preschool to PJ Library,
after-school programs,
and Center Day Camp,
our children experience

joyful, meaningful Jewish

learning. For many, these
are their first—and
sometimes only —
touchpoints with Jewish
life, making your support
essential to nurturing
the next generation.
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with community

Through cultural events,
holiday celebrations, and
everyday moments of gathering,
we create spaces of belonging
where Jewish identity thrives.
Your support ensures no one
feels alone in Jewish Maine.
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Guided by tikkun olam,
we respond to local needs
with compassion. Together, we are
repairing the world close to home.
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Volunteers bring our
mission to life. Their
dedication transforms
good intentions into
lasting impact.
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annual campaign

Keep the
momentum going-
our community
depends on it.

Over the last five years, our Annual
Campaign has grown steadily —
thanks to you. This strength allows us
to meet each critical moment, from
simchas to sorrows, with compassion
and care. This year, we reached

a remarkable milestone of $713,000,
a testament to your generosity

and commitment. With so much more
work ahead to safeguard and celebrate
Jewisﬁ life in Maine, your

continued support is essential.

Campaign Growth ($)
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& total giving

Total Growth (8$)

Together, we can
build on our growth
to meet the needs
of tomorrow.

In just five years, directed gifts have
also expanded dramatically,
reflecting the passion and priorities
of our community. Together with our
0 52020 2021 2022 2023 2004 Annual Campaign, these gifts make it
possible to respond to urgent needs
and nurture joyful Jewish moments.

1,500,000

1,000,000

500,000




Israel & Overseas

Thanks to your generosity, Annual Campaign
dollars reach beyond Maine—fueling food
rescue, advancing educational equity,
supporting frauma care, and renewing
Jewish life in Israel and overseas.

Together, we extend Maine’s Jewish heart

to communities worldwide. This year,

As One, we invested $76,000 overseas.

American

Jewish Joint

Distribution

Committee

Leket Food
Rescue
Jerusalem
Rape Crisis
Center

Shlichim
Program at
Center Day

Camp Yad L'Kashish

World ORT Hand in
Hand

Schools




Local Allocations

Maine Jewish
Museum Delet

Program Community Beth Israel
Theater Fund Mikveh
Waterville

Religious
Schgools Levey Day
School

Maine

Jewish Film Local

Festival a
Southern Documenting
Maine Jewish Innovation Maine Jewry

Cemetery Fund

Through careful stewardship, we invest
Annual Campaign dollars back into our local
Jewish institutions, helping tradition, learning,
and connection endure for generations. This
year, As One, we invested $104,500 locally.



IMPACTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

$5,000

Offering a sacred space to mark life’s transitions through ritual immersion, the mikveh, available
free to partner organization members, celebrates spiritual renewal, healing, and other meaningful moments.

$10,000

Nurturing creativity and Jewish storytelling, the Community Theater Project
builds confidence and connection while bringing meaningful productions to life on stage.

$3,500

Fostering deep-rootedness and relationships within Maine’s Jewish community, this project curates the largest
repository of information about Jewish individuals, families, businesses, institutions, and communal organizations.

$25,000

Serving as the only Jewish day school north of Boston, the Levey Day School
welcomes community, strong academics, arts, Hebrew, and outdoor learning.

$3,000

Celebrating filmmaking and inspiring conversation through the lens of global Jewish experience,
MIFF brings innovative programming and a diverse statewide audience into the dialogue.

$8,000
Bringing free, engaging lessons to Maine’s middle and high schools, the Delet Program builds understanding
of Jews and Judaism, supports Holocaust and World Religion studies, and combats antisemitism.

$5,000

Preserving and restoring the region’s historic Jewish cemeteries, the Association honors our forebears in
accordance with Jewish tradition, protects Jewish heritage, and keeps the memory of past generations alive.

$35,000

Reaching across Southern Maine, religious schools enrich students with Hebrew, prayer,
and Jewish values, grounding young people in an identity and tradition that lasts a lifetime.



American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee:

Hand in Hand Schools:

Jerusalem Rape Crisis Center:

Leket Food Rescue:

Shlichim Program at Center Day Camp:

World ORT:

Yad LaKashish:




LEADERSHIP

LESLIE KIRBY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

ASHLEY INBAR
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

GWEN MALIA
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

SAM COHEN
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JESSICA DOUCETTE
MARKETING DIRECTOR

WENDY GETCHELL
GOLDMAN FAMILY PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

ILANA GILG
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

MARGARET MAILANDER
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES DIRECTOR

ZACH SCHWARTZ
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL DIRECTOR

CHRIS THURSTON
CENTER DAY CAMP DIRECTOR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SARAH ALLENBY RACHAEL ALFOND
PRESIDENT J't\JI.IA BAILIN
OLLIE BARNATHAN

LEA STEIRMAN LENA GERAGHTY
VICE PRESIDENT CHAD HIGGINS
CATHY KLINE STERANIE LEVENSON
SECRETARY MANDY LEVINE

JANET MARSTINE
TBrEEE\éU?aﬁN PERRY NEWMAN

TOM ROSEN
STUART PILTCH MARILYN WEINBERG

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

HONORARY DIRECTORS

RICHARD ARONSON
ALBERT GLICKMAN Z"L*
CHARLIE MILLER Z"L*

*ZICHRONO LIVRACHA (OF BLESSED MEMORY)
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Jewish Community Alliance of Southern Maine
1342 Congress Street

Portland, Maine 04102
mainejewish.org | 207.772.1959
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