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As we bid 2021 farewell, we are thankful that we are here to look forward to the success that 2022
has to offer. Although the COVID pandemic is still taking a toll on every sector of our
communities, cities, states, and nation, it is even most devastating to people with disabilities and
their families. The COVID pandemic has caused many lives to be disrupted and many families to
be left in a state of grief. Our sympathy goes out to the families who experienced the loss of family
members during this pandemic. Even 2021’s uncommon weather conditions impacting our region
added to our many challenges. Our communities have demonstrated a collective ability to
overcome the many obstacles with grace and perseverance. Thankful we must be!

We are all faced with new challenges and much uncertainty in doing business as usual in a world
impacted daily by the existence of a pandemic. Nevertheless, we are committed to pursuing the
mission of Families Helping Families Greater Baton Rouge with greater passion and
determination. We will not diminish our resolve that the staff and Board of Directors of FHFGBR
will do our best to serve with integrity, compassion, and care those with developmental
disabilities and their families throughout all of the seven parishes of Region 2. (Parishes we
serve: Ascension, East/West Baton Rouge, East/West Feliciana, Iberville, and Pointe Coupee.)

In 2022, we will seek your help so that we may better serve you. We ask our community to 1) Stay
connected with us by checking out our website for current information, webinars, and events we
are hosting throughout the year. 2) Participate in the many Webinars and events we are offering
in 2022. 3) Contact our office when you have questions and needs concerning your family member
with developmental disabilities.4) Let us know of topics you would like to see us cover in
Webinars. 5) Give us feedback on how well we are meeting your informational, resource, and peer
support needs. 6) Contribute financially and volunteer your time to help us go a long way in
serving you. So, don’t forget to support and donate to FHFGBR. 
We embark on this New Year with hopeful optimism towards the possibilities and good days
ahead. We hope that our FHFGBR community is proud of us, and we look forward to our working
together in 2022. Please stay safe and healthy.

Ascension, East/West Baton Rouge, East/West Feliciana, Iberville, and Pointe Coupee. We want to
do our best to meet the needs of those we are here to serve. 

Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S BRIEF 

Dr. Marilyn Thornton, Executive Director, FHFGBR
Dr. Marilyn Thornton 
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Our mission is to provide the
individualized services, information,
resources, and support to positively
enhance the independence,
productivity, and integration of
persons with disabilities into the
community.

ESTABLISHED IN 1992, FHFGBR is a family driven resource center for individuals with
disabilities and their families. Because we have a family member with a disability,
we understand the importance of supporting others facing similar experiences. The
three core services of FHFGBR are parent-to-parent support, education/training, and
referrals to services both in-house and in the community. These services are
accomplished through support calls, networking and workshops. Disability-related
supports and referrals are available to anyone at any time. Understanding the
importance of awareness and acceptance of individuals with disabilities in the
community helps us achieve our ultimate goal of inclusion

East Baton Rouge
West Baton Rouge
 East Feliciana
West Feliciana 
Ascension
 Pointe Coupee,
Iberville 


Goals

MISSION STATEMENT

AREAS WE SERVE

Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge 



" I Am Different, 
Not Less"

 -Dr. Temple Grandin – Professor  
Colorado State University
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Navigating the IEP- Part 1 is a part
of a 4 part training series on the IEP.

Part 1 goes over:  

IEP meeting notice requirements 
The 3 types of IEPs 
IEP form sections 
IEP exceptionalities 
IEP team members
General Student Information and Special Factors  

Navigating the IEP Part 1

Thursday, February 3, 2022
10:00 AM to 11:15 AM

Presenter: Cynthia Chesterfield
Program Director of Inclusive Education

This training is made possible through a contract with
the Louisiana Department of Education and LaPTIC

Teachers + Parents + Students + Community Partners = Success 

REGISTER HERE: https://bit.ly/33wBuBd
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A recap of Part 1 
Present Levels of Performance 

Annual Goals 
SMART Goals 
Short-term objectives or benchmarks 
Classroom and Assessment Accommodations 

Navigating the IEP Part 2 

Thursday, February 10, 2022

10:00 AM to 11:15 AM

Navigating the IEP- Part 2 is part of a 4 part training
series on the IEP. Part 2 picks up where Part 1 ended. 

The content includes: 

Presenter: Cynthia Chesterfield
Program Director of Inclusive Education

Teachers + Parents + Students + Community Partners = Success 

REGISTER HERE: https://bit.ly/3AjVC5E

This training is made possible through a contract with
the Louisiana Department of Education and LaPTIC21

https://bit.ly/3AjVC5E


Navigating the IEP- Part 3 is part of a 4 part
training series on the IEP. Part 3 goes over: 

State Assessments 
Special Transportation 

Least Restrictive Environment 
Extended School Year 
Placement Determination 

Site Determination 

Assessment Implications
Age of Majority and 

Consent 

Thursday, February 17, 2022
10:00 AM to 11:15 AM

Presenter: Cynthia Chesterfield
Program Director of Inclusive Education

Teachers + Parents + Students + Community Partners = Success 

REGISTER HERE: https://bit.ly/3rjAh8i

NAVIGATING THE IEP PART 3 

This training is made possible through a contract with
the Louisiana Department of Education and LaPTIC22

https://bit.ly/3rjAh8i


Postsecondary Goals 
Transition Assessments
Transition Services 
Transition Action Steps 
Tying Transition Action Steps into IEP Goals 

Navigating the IEP- Part 4 is part of a 4 part training
 series on the IEP. Part 4 goes over: 

Navigating the IEP Part 4 

Thursday, February 24, 2022
10:00 AM to 11:15 AM

Presenter: Cynthia Chesterfield
Program Director of Inclusive Education

Teachers + Parents + Students + Community Partners = Success 

REGISTER HERE: https://bit.ly/3GsBW1S

This training is made possible through a contract with
the Louisiana Department of Education and LaPTIC
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Wednesday, January 26, 2022
12:00 p.m to 1:15 p.m

Using Postive
Reinforcement to Teach

and Change Behavior

Register Here:
https://attendee.gotowebi
nar.com/register/27015334

74969897742 



Parent Rights in Special
Education

STAY UPDATED! 

January 

Tuesday, January 25,2022 
12:00 p.m to 1:30 p.m

Thursday, January 27, 2022
1:00 p.m to 2:00 p.m

Register Here:
https://bit.ly/33aT65y

Captioned Telephone 
(CapTel) Services

Register Here: 
https://bit.ly/3ErNikJ 

Friday, January 28, 2022
11:00 a.m to 12:30 p.m

Self-Care Strategies
Register Here: 

https://bit.ly/3dhac3q

• call the FHFGBR office to be added to our weekly eblast list.
• Check out our events calendar on our website at www.fhfgbr.org
• Follow us on Facebook for constant updates on events & news
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Thursday, February 3, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Thursday, February 10, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

STAY UPDATED! 

February

Tuesday, February 1, 2022
1:00 p.m to 2:00 p.m

Speech to Speech
Services

Register Here: 



https://bit.ly/3ExMs5W

Tuesday, February 8, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Call-In:
(641)715-3273 Access No.:

546744#

Parent/ Caregivers
Networking Meetings

Thursday, February 3, 2022
12:00 p.m to 1:00 p.m LaCAN Meeting

Register Here: 
 https://tinyurl.co
m/LaCAN2Meet

Meeting ID: 953 8914 8857
Passcode: 9m6t3K

Navigating the IEP 
Part 1

Register Here:
https://bit.ly/33wBuBd

Navigating the IEP 
Part 2

Register Here: 
https://bit.ly/3AjVC5E

• call the FHFGBR office to be added to our weekly eblast list.
• Check out our events calendar on our website at www.fhfgbr.org
• Follow us on Facebook for constant updates on events & news

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1763473034686603790


Thursday, February 24, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

• call the FHFGBR office to be added to our weekly eblast list.
• Check out our events calendar on our website at www.fhfgbr.org
• Follow us on Facebook for constant updates on events & news

Sunshine Social 
"Pirates and Princess"

Navigating the IEP 
Part 3

Navigating the IEP 
Part 4

STAY UPDATED! 

February

Thursday, February 24, 2022
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

LaCAN Meeting

Register Here: 
 https://tinyurl.co
m/LaCAN2Meet

Meeting ID: 953 8914 8857
Passcode: 9m6t3K

Friday, February 18 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m Jefferson Highway Park

Thursday, February 10, 2022
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

LaCAN Meeting
Register Here: 

 https://tinyurl.co
m/LaCAN2Meet

Meeting ID: 953 8914 8857
Passcode: 9m6t3K

Thursday, February 17, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Register Here: 
https://bit.ly/3rjAh8i

Register Here: 
https://bit.ly/3GsBW1S



STAY UPDATED! 

March

Friday, March 18, 2022
6:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m

Sunshine Social 
"Leaping leprechans"

Jefferson Highway Park

Tuesday, March 8, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Parent/ Caregivers
Networking Meetings

Call-In:
(641)715-3273

Access No.: 546744#

Friday, March 4, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Special Education
Frequently Asked

Questions (FAQ 1.0)

Register Here:
https://bit.ly/3Iz89VI




Friday, March 11, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Special Education
Frequently Asked

Questions (FAQ 2.0)

Register Here:
https://bit.ly/3tMHNeQ

Thursday, March 10, 2022
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

LACAN Meeting

Register Here: 
 https://tinyurl.co
m/LaCAN2Meet

Meeting ID: 953 8914 8857
Passcode: 9m6t3K

• call the FHFGBR office to be added to our weekly eblast list.
• Check out our events calendar on our website at www.fhfgbr.org
• Follow us on Facebook for constant updates on events & news



Thursday, March 24, 2022
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 17, 2022
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Friday, March 18, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Special Education
Frequently Asked

Questions (FAQ 3.0)

STAY UPDATED! 

March 

Register Here: 
 https://tinyurl.co
m/LaCAN2Meet

Meeting ID: 953 8914 8857
Passcode: 9m6t3K

Register Here: 
 https://tinyurl.co
m/LaCAN2Meet

Meeting ID: 953 8914 8857
Passcode: 9m6t3K

LaCAN Meeting

LACAN Meeting

Register Here:
https://bit.ly/33I4Blf

• call the FHFGBR office to be added to our weekly eblast list.
• Check out our events calendar on our website at www.fhfgbr.org
• Follow us on Facebook for constant updates on events & news



Office Closures 

February 28 2022
March 1, 2022

2356 Drusilla Lane
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Phone: (225)216-7474

Toll FREE: (866)216-7474
Fax: (225)216-7977

Website: www.fhfgbr.org
Email: info@fhfgbr.org

Hours: Monday - Friday 9AM-4PM
Follow Us or by appointment

“It’s who we are. It’s what we do.”






FHFGBR does not endorse or promote any legislation, institutions,
individuals, or methods of treatment or therapy.




FHFGBR receives partial funding from the Louisiana Department 
Disabilities Council, Capital Area Human Services District, Louisiana 

Department of Education, and the Louisiana Department of Health 
and Hospitals as well as generous donations from families and our community.




January 17, 2022




