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BUYER INFORMATION RESOURCES

Realtors cannot provide information on crime rates, demographics, or "good" neighborhoods because
of the Fair Housing Act, which prohibits steering clients based on race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, family status, or disability. These legal restrictions exist to prevent housing discrimination and
ensure fair treatment for all buyers, as such information can be interpreted as discriminatory or
prejudicial.

Top Online School Research Resources

Niche.com: Provides in-depth data on school districts, including rankings, parent/student
reviews, diversity, and teacher quality.

GreatSchools.org: Features a 1-10 rating system for schools nationwide based on test scores
and academic progress.

Redfin / Realtor.com: Real estate search sites allow users to search for homes within specific
school boundaries or filter by school ratings.

Local School District Websites: Offer specific details on academic programs, specialized
curriculum, and student-to-teacher ratios.

Digital Neighborhood Research Tools

NeighborhoodScout: Provides in-depth data on crime rates, school quality, and neighborhood
trends.

Google Street View: Allows virtual driving down streets to assess home maintenance and
surroundings.

Nextdoor App: Offers a glimpse into community concerns and local happenings.

Local Social Media: Following local cafes, shops, and community groups provides authentic,
daily-life insights.

Top Online Crime Rate Resources

NeighborhoodScout: Offers in-depth, free and paid reports, including crime trends and
comparisons to national averages, say HAR.com and Guidance Residential.

AreaVibes: Evaluates neighborhood safety by assigning letter grades for crime, along with
overall livability scores, according to American Home Shield and Guidance Residential.
SpotCrime / CrimeMapping: Provides localized, daily crime reports and mapping to track
specific incidents in the neighborhood, as noted by Reddit users and HAR.com.

CityProtect / CommunityCrimeMap: Connects directly to law enforcement data, enabling users
to view incidents on a map, according to American Home Shield and Realtor.com.

Nextdoor: A social platform that allows potential buyers to read local discussions and see
reported incidents, say Guidance Residential and Mortgage Solutions Financial.


https://www.google.com/search?q=NeighborhoodScout&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n7uzs2dkjqy5ZrkAIkpJhl1Vr9rFw%3A1773948936711&ei=CFC8ac2JK-arqtsPkPqn2AI&biw=1920&bih=953&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+best+neigh&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJ3Jlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gYmVzdCBuZWlnaCoCCAAyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLo0ULwGWNIocAZ4AZABAJgBwwGgAYIMqgEEMTMuNLgBAcgBAPgBAZgCDaAC5QbCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIOEAAYsAMY5AIY1gTYAQHCAhcQLhiwAxi4BhjYAhjIAxjaBhjcBtgBAcICBBAjGCfCAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHAzguNaAHileyBwMyLjW4B8cGwgcHMC42LjYuMcgHL4AIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjZlvqM26yTAxUXmGoFHYNqNgQQgK4QegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Google+Street+View&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n7uzs2dkjqy5ZrkAIkpJhl1Vr9rFw%3A1773948936711&ei=CFC8ac2JK-arqtsPkPqn2AI&biw=1920&bih=953&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+best+neigh&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJ3Jlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gYmVzdCBuZWlnaCoCCAAyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLo0ULwGWNIocAZ4AZABAJgBwwGgAYIMqgEEMTMuNLgBAcgBAPgBAZgCDaAC5QbCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIOEAAYsAMY5AIY1gTYAQHCAhcQLhiwAxi4BhjYAhjIAxjaBhjcBtgBAcICBBAjGCfCAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHAzguNaAHileyBwMyLjW4B8cGwgcHMC42LjYuMcgHL4AIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjZlvqM26yTAxUXmGoFHYNqNgQQgK4QegQIAxAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=Nextdoor+App&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n7uzs2dkjqy5ZrkAIkpJhl1Vr9rFw%3A1773948936711&ei=CFC8ac2JK-arqtsPkPqn2AI&biw=1920&bih=953&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+best+neigh&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJ3Jlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gYmVzdCBuZWlnaCoCCAAyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLo0ULwGWNIocAZ4AZABAJgBwwGgAYIMqgEEMTMuNLgBAcgBAPgBAZgCDaAC5QbCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIOEAAYsAMY5AIY1gTYAQHCAhcQLhiwAxi4BhjYAhjIAxjaBhjcBtgBAcICBBAjGCfCAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHAzguNaAHileyBwMyLjW4B8cGwgcHMC42LjYuMcgHL4AIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjZlvqM26yTAxUXmGoFHYNqNgQQgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Local+Social+Media&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n7uzs2dkjqy5ZrkAIkpJhl1Vr9rFw%3A1773948936711&ei=CFC8ac2JK-arqtsPkPqn2AI&biw=1920&bih=953&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+best+neigh&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJ3Jlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gYmVzdCBuZWlnaCoCCAAyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSLo0ULwGWNIocAZ4AZABAJgBwwGgAYIMqgEEMTMuNLgBAcgBAPgBAZgCDaAC5QbCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIOEAAYsAMY5AIY1gTYAQHCAhcQLhiwAxi4BhjYAhjIAxjaBhjcBtgBAcICBBAjGCfCAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHAzguNaAHileyBwMyLjW4B8cGwgcHMC42LjYuMcgHL4AIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjZlvqM26yTAxUXmGoFHYNqNgQQgK4QegQIAxAH
https://www.google.com/search?q=NeighborhoodScout&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&biw=1920&bih=953&sxsrf=ANbL-n4iSIPU6M85NdzItQ-WXr-jeZzAKA%3A1773949026942&ei=YlC8ac-YOaqlqtsPupOk-Ao&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+crime&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiInJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gY3JpbWUqAggAMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwVIjTRQuwdY2yJwAXgBkAEAmAFmoAHFDqoBBDIxLjK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApgJwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICCBAAGKIEGIkFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDEwLjSgB-6AAbIHAzkuNLgHkgnCBwUwLjYuOMgHPYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjXwpSr26yTAxUPm2oFHUDXEn8QgK4QegQIAxAB
https://www.har.com/ri/1282/ensuring-neighborhood-safety-a-guide-for-homebuyers
https://www.guidanceresidential.com/resources/home-buying/neighborhood-safety/
https://www.google.com/search?q=AreaVibes&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&biw=1920&bih=953&sxsrf=ANbL-n4iSIPU6M85NdzItQ-WXr-jeZzAKA%3A1773949026942&ei=YlC8ac-YOaqlqtsPupOk-Ao&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+crime&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiInJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gY3JpbWUqAggAMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwVIjTRQuwdY2yJwAXgBkAEAmAFmoAHFDqoBBDIxLjK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApgJwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICCBAAGKIEGIkFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDEwLjSgB-6AAbIHAzkuNLgHkgnCBwUwLjYuOMgHPYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjXwpSr26yTAxUPm2oFHUDXEn8QgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=SpotCrime+%2F+CrimeMapping&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&biw=1920&bih=953&sxsrf=ANbL-n4iSIPU6M85NdzItQ-WXr-jeZzAKA%3A1773949026942&ei=YlC8ac-YOaqlqtsPupOk-Ao&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+crime&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiInJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gY3JpbWUqAggAMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwVIjTRQuwdY2yJwAXgBkAEAmAFmoAHFDqoBBDIxLjK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApgJwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICCBAAGKIEGIkFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDEwLjSgB-6AAbIHAzkuNLgHkgnCBwUwLjYuOMgHPYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjXwpSr26yTAxUPm2oFHUDXEn8QgK4QegQIAxAH
https://www.reddit.com/r/realtors/comments/z24k6r/recommended_informational_resources_and_websites/
https://www.google.com/search?q=CityProtect+%2F+CommunityCrimeMap&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&biw=1920&bih=953&sxsrf=ANbL-n4iSIPU6M85NdzItQ-WXr-jeZzAKA%3A1773949026942&ei=YlC8ac-YOaqlqtsPupOk-Ao&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+crime&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiInJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gY3JpbWUqAggAMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwVIjTRQuwdY2yJwAXgBkAEAmAFmoAHFDqoBBDIxLjK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApgJwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICCBAAGKIEGIkFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDEwLjSgB-6AAbIHAzkuNLgHkgnCBwUwLjYuOMgHPYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjXwpSr26yTAxUPm2oFHUDXEn8QgK4QegQIAxAK
https://www.realtor.com/advice/buy/is-your-new-home-in-a-safe-neighborhood-how-to-find-out/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Nextdoor&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&biw=1920&bih=953&sxsrf=ANbL-n4iSIPU6M85NdzItQ-WXr-jeZzAKA%3A1773949026942&ei=YlC8ac-YOaqlqtsPupOk-Ao&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+crime&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiInJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gY3JpbWUqAggAMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwVIjTRQuwdY2yJwAXgBkAEAmAFmoAHFDqoBBDIxLjK4AQHIAQD4AQGYAg6gApgJwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICCBAAGKIEGIkFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDEwLjSgB-6AAbIHAzkuNLgHkgnCBwUwLjYuOMgHPYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwjXwpSr26yTAxUPm2oFHUDXEn8QgK4QegQIAxAN
https://mortgagesolutions.net/2024/07/10/digital-tools-first-time-home-buyers/

Offline and Local Methods

Visit the Neighborhood: Drive or walk through the area at various times, including late at night,
to assess safety and activity levels firsthand, according to Reddit users, HAR.com, and a
YouTube video.

Speak to Locals: Ask current residents about their experiences, feelings of safety, and any
recent issues, say Realtor.com and a YouTube video.

Local Law Enforcement: Review public police records, which are often listed in local
newspapers or in-person at local police stations.

NSOPW (nsopw.gov): The U.S. Department of Justice’s centralized site to search for known
sex offenders nationwide.

Family Watchdog: A mapping service that displays locations of registered persons, helpful for
evaluating specific neighborhoods.

State Registries: Each state maintains its own registry, usually managed by the state police or
Department of Corrections, which can be found through the NSOPW site.

Local Law Enforcement: Local police departments or sheriff's offices often provide community
information on sex offenders residing in their jurisdiction.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epYa0JRC2XM
https://www.google.com/search?q=NSOPW&biw=1920&bih=953&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n6lQfO7YFS0roHU84doJHQd7LUmSw%3A1773949090213&ei=olC8afjcDJjYqtsPv-OwgQc&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+registere&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJnJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gcmVnaXN0ZXJlKgIIADIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFIpTZQyQVYvChwAXgBkAEAmAFroAHfDaoBBDE1LjW4AQHIAQD4AQGYAhWgAsIOwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICBhAAGBYYHsICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAgUQIRifBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDE1LjagB7tqsgcEMTQuNrgHug7CBwgwLjE0LjYuMcgHQoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwir0efE26yTAxWckyYFHdnTKv8QgK4QegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Family+Watchdog&biw=1920&bih=953&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n6lQfO7YFS0roHU84doJHQd7LUmSw%3A1773949090213&ei=olC8afjcDJjYqtsPv-OwgQc&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+registere&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJnJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gcmVnaXN0ZXJlKgIIADIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFIpTZQyQVYvChwAXgBkAEAmAFroAHfDaoBBDE1LjW4AQHIAQD4AQGYAhWgAsIOwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICBhAAGBYYHsICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAgUQIRifBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDE1LjagB7tqsgcEMTQuNrgHug7CBwgwLjE0LjYuMcgHQoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwir0efE26yTAxWckyYFHdnTKv8QgK4QegQIAxAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=State+Registries&biw=1920&bih=953&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n6lQfO7YFS0roHU84doJHQd7LUmSw%3A1773949090213&ei=olC8afjcDJjYqtsPv-OwgQc&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+registere&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJnJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gcmVnaXN0ZXJlKgIIADIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFIpTZQyQVYvChwAXgBkAEAmAFroAHfDaoBBDE1LjW4AQHIAQD4AQGYAhWgAsIOwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICBhAAGBYYHsICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAgUQIRifBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDE1LjagB7tqsgcEMTQuNrgHug7CBwgwLjE0LjYuMcgHQoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwir0efE26yTAxWckyYFHdnTKv8QgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Local+Law+Enforcement&biw=1920&bih=953&sca_esv=822a830dd0cf28f6&sxsrf=ANbL-n6lQfO7YFS0roHU84doJHQd7LUmSw%3A1773949090213&ei=olC8afjcDJjYqtsPv-OwgQc&oq=resources+for+home+buyers+on+registere&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJnJlc291cmNlcyBmb3IgaG9tZSBidXllcnMgb24gcmVnaXN0ZXJlKgIIADIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFIpTZQyQVYvChwAXgBkAEAmAFroAHfDaoBBDE1LjW4AQHIAQD4AQGYAhWgAsIOwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIXEC4YsAMYuAYY2AIYyAMY2gYY3AbYAQHCAgQQIxgnwgIFEAAY7wXCAggQABiABBiiBMICBhAAGBYYHsICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAgUQIRifBZgDAIgGAZAGD7oGBggBEAEYCZIHBDE1LjagB7tqsgcEMTQuNrgHug7CBwgwLjE0LjYuMcgHQoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&ved=2ahUKEwir0efE26yTAxWckyYFHdnTKv8QgK4QegQIAxAH

