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VERDICTS & SETTLEMENTS

Mold match in ex-prosecutor's nose leads to settlement in 'sick
building' courthouse suit
BY DEBRA CASSENS WEISS (HTTPS://WWW.ABAJOURNAL.COM/AUTHORS/4/)
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A former prosecutor in Florida has settled a “sick building” suit that claimed the mold in her sinuses
was caused by the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale.

Stefanie Krathen Ginnis will receive $166,500 in a settlement approved by county commissioners on
Tuesday, the Sun Sentinel (http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2013-10-23/news/fl-sick-courthouse-lawsuit-20131023_1_county-

courthouse-new-courthouse-county-commissioners) reports. She was among 19 current and former courthouse
employees who sued (http://www.abajournal.com/news/

article/19_current_and_former_employees_sue_over_sick_broward_county_courthouse/) and was the first to settle. The
plainti�s claimed they became sick as a result of toxic mold and asbestos fibers at the courthouse.

Ginnis’ husband, Eric Ginnis, was also a plainti�. He told the Sun Sentinel his wife had “strong
evidence” of cause because the mold found in her nose during complex sinus surgery matched the mold
in the courthouse. Stefanie Krathen Ginnis worked at the courthouse from 2003 to 2010.

Assistant County Attorney Tony Rodriguez said the settlement doesn’t signal that the county is willing
to settle all the cases. “We have to look at all of these on a case-by-case basis,” he told the Sun Sentinel.

Construction has begun (http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/

work_starts_on_new_213m_fla._courthouse_good_riddance_re_sick_building_says/) on a new courthouse and could be
completed in about two years.

Write a letter to the editor, share a story tip or update, or report an error.
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