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CALGARY- The flood-devastated town of High River is getting some high-

profile help.

It’s been two months since the June flood, but thousands are still out of their

homes—which the government has been telling residents not to tear down.

“It drives you crazy. Purgatory is how I describe it,” says resident Lisa Szabon-

Smith. “This is hard. We’re expecting our first child and we’re trying to focus

on the home we were going to bring him to, [but] every time we ask the

government questions we’re patronized.”

Fortunately, homeowners now have an ally in the man who has made a career

rescuing people from damaged homes—Mike Holmes.
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“When the water has exceeded into the first floor of the home, that home

should come down,” says the HGTV host. “There is no fixing that. I don’t care

what anyone says, you can’t fix it.”

He adds that starting over is the only option, for some badly-damaged homes.
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“Take it down, build it smarter. If you try and fix it, you’re going to have

problems.”

Residents are meeting with officials about remediation and recovery, and say

they just want to move forward.

“I do it all day long,” complains homeowner Sarah Bruinsma. “I neglect my

children, I neglect my job, because I still have a house that is unsafe that I

can’t take my children to.”

Affected residents are requesting a lump sum payment from the government,

so they have the financial freedom to make a decision about the future of

their homes.
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