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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Reformation Sunday ~ Saturday, October 24 & Sunday, October 25, 2026 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GATHERING 

Prelude                       

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon         Sunday only  
Please rise in body or spirit  

 

Confession and Forgiveness                                 Screen 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 

healing upon the earth. 

C: Amen. 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 

our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain 

our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt 

your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 

our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 

people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of 

eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  

               “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”   Screen or ELW #517 

 
 Public Domain  

 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.        

C: And also, with you. 
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Kyrie:             Screen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray. Almighty God,  

C: gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 

age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 

your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 

enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to be seated. 
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WORD 

First Reading – Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                   Screen 
A: A reading from the book of Jeremiah.     

A: 31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like 

the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the 

Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm – Psalm 46                                                                      Screen 
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.  

A: God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

A: though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

A: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

C: The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

A: The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

C: Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

A: behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

C: “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

A: The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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Second Reading – Romans 3:19-28                                       Screen  

A: A reading from the book of Romans.  

A: 19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may 

be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by 

deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed 

and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God 

through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 
23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to 

demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous 

and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of 

boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather 

through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 

from works prescribed by the law. 

A: Word of God, Word of life.    C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                       Screen   
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Gospel – John 8:31-36                                                                   Screen 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord!  

P: 31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and 

have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be 

made free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in  

the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

The congregation is invited to be seated 

 

Sermon                                                                 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   Screen or ELW #504    

 
reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141 
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Apostles’ Creed                                                       Screen or ELW pg. 105   
P: Together let us confess our faith in God using the words of the Apostles’ 

creed: C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,                              

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                    Screen  

P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church 

and the world. 
A brief silence. 

A: As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin 

Luther and the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to 

continue the work of reform and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Loving God, we confess to believe in one, holy, catholic, and 

apostolic church, but while we and our sister and brother Christians are divided, 

we do not fully live into your vision. On this Reformation Sunday, we pray 

especially for our Roman Catholic siblings in faith- Fr. Evans and St. Patrick's and 

Fr. Draper and St. Anne's, and David their bishop, and Leo their pope. Inspire us 

towards unity, understanding, and fellowship in the Gospel. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great.  

A: We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human 

greed. Give all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are 

affected by them. Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, 

judges, and attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly 

incarcerated. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church 

and its leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all 

those who are sick or suffering especially DeAnna Wilson, Eva Cowley, Deb 

Liebzeit, Judy Hallquist, Joyce Snyder, Jim Marshall, Angel & Brent, Ron Reglin, 

Aiden, Esther Hicks, Brenda Nailor, Larry Moats, and those we name aloud or in 

our hearts...brief silence… . Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage 

and guide them, that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and 

all of our beloved dead. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office by phone or email. 
 

 

Peace     P: The peace of Christ be with you all.         C: And, also with you! 
 

 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace however you feel comfortable. 
 

 

The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

 

MEAL 

Offering 

General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or 

depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul 

receive a weekly Children’s Offering.  

Their offering for October will support the Goodfellows of Lee County.  

We thank the children and youth for their help collecting the children’s offering!   
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Offering Hymn:                              

Saturday   “To God Our Thanks We Give”  Sing 4X  Screen or ELW #682 
 

 
 

Sunday                                   Special Music                    Sherry McCarter  
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

Offering Prayer                                                                                Screen  
A: Let us pray. God of creation, 

C: you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
P: The Lord be with you.                           C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.                                 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  
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Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying “Take and eat, this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink 

saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                           Screen 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for 

you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond, “amen”.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church and the ELCA practice “open table” communion. This is Christ’s 

table; Jesus is our host. Everyone is invited and welcome to receive Holy Communion! 
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Communion Hymns:   “Lamb of God, Come Take Away”           Screen 
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                       “Around You, O Lord Jesus”       Screen or  ELW #468  

 
    reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141  
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“Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal”      Screen or ELW #464

 
 reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141  

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  C: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion                                                                 Screen  
A: Let us pray. Sustaining God, 

C: with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 

your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs 

of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 

we pray. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of 

Christ Jesus.  C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit.  C: Amen. 

P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn:   

                      “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”   Screen or ELW #729  

 
 Public Domain 

 

Dismissal      A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude                                                                                   
 

Leading Worship 
   Presider: Pastor Riley     Preacher: Pastor Anthony           

Musician: Kathy Sheridan   

Worship Assistants: Saturday: Lester Hallquist Sunday: Sherry McCarter    
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028479. 

"Music Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License Annual License #A-730141."  New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. 
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St. Paul Announcements 
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org  phone: 815-288-2757  

Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504   pastoragwindau@gmail.com 

 Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145   pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
 

This week’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Spangler Memorial fund. 
 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Saturday, 10/24:      Worship 5:30 pm at St. Paul  

Sunday, 10/25   Faith Lab 9:30 am – 10:30 am  

Worship Service 10:45 am   

     Lunch provided for Trunk or Treat volunteers following worship 

Trunk or Treat 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  

Reformation Sunday   

Monday, 10/26:       Prayer Team 10:30 am    

    Church Council Meeting 5:30 pm  

Tuesday, 10/27:       Joint Staff Meeting 8:00 am at Immanuel      

           Line Dancing 9:00 am 

 Chili Supper 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm at Immanuel   

Wednesday, 10/28:          Care Ministry Meeting 10:00 am   

Praise Band rehearsal 1:00 pm  

Thursday, 10/29:       Chair Yoga 11:00 am 

Saturday, 10/31:      Worship 5:30 pm at Immanuel     

Sunday, 11/1:        Sunday School / Youth Group 9:30 am – 10:30 am  

Worship Service 10:45 am Praise Band worship assistant: Laurie Perry  

     Joint Confirmation class 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm at Immanuel   

    All Saints Day  

    Daylight Savings Time Ends  

All Saints Day is November 1st. If there is someone 
you would like to add to the list, please contact the 
Pastors or call the Church Office by October 28th 

Today's worship 

is livestreamed 

on Facebook and 

archived on 

YouTube.  

If ever you miss 

a service, you can 

join us online! 
 

mailto:office@stpauldixon.org
mailto:pastorreedwindau@gmail.com

