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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost ~ Sunday, October 11, 2026 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GATHERING 

Prelude                       

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                 Screen 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 

healing upon the earth. 

C: Amen. 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 

our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain 

our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt 

your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 

our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 

people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of 

eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:      

              “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”              Screen or ELW #553               

 

  Public Domain  

 

 
                   

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.        

C: And also, with you. 
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Kyrie:             Screen 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray. Lord of the feast,  

C: you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 

abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, 

just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

WORD 

First Reading – Isaiah 25:1-9                                                             Screen 
A: A reading from the book of Isaiah.     

A: 1 O Lord, you are my God; 

  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 

 for you have done wonderful things, 

  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

 2 For you have made the city a heap, 

  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 

  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 

  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 

 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 

  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 

 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

 6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the covering that is spread over all nations; 

  8 he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the Lord has spoken. 

 9 It will be said on that day, 

  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm – Psalm 23                                                                      Screen 
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.  

A: The Lord is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

C:  The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

A:  You restore my soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

C:  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

A:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

C:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 

 

Second Reading – Philippians 4:1-9                                      Screen  

A: A reading from the book of Philippians.  

A: 1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to 

be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, 

help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the 

gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are 

in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and 

received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will 

be with you. 

A: Word of God, Word of life.    C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                                       Screen   

 

Gospel – Matthew 22:1-14                                                            Screen 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 22nd chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord!  

P: 1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 
3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, 

but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 

have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 

calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 

banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another 

to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 

them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, 

and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 

those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 

everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the 

streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 

  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 

was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you 

get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king 

said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are 

called, but few are chosen.” 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The congregation is invited to be seated 
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Sermon                                                                 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Hymn of the Day:   “As We Gather at Your Table”  Screen or ELW #522 

 
   reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141  

 

 

Apostles’ Creed                                                       Screen or ELW pg. 105   
P: Together let us confess our faith in God using the words of the Apostles’ 

creed:  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,                              

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                    Screen  

P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church 

and the world. 
A brief silence. 

A: We give you thanks for the newly baptized, David Weaver, whom you have 

drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ and whom we have welcomed 

into this household of faith. Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking 

of bread and in the prayers, and in service to others. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. 

Empower the World Council of Churches and all those working across religious 

difference, that the world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all 

places of natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. 

Renew all communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading 

relief efforts. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all 

who are sick or suffering especially DeAnna Wilson, Eva Cowley, Deb Liebzeit, 

Chase Flynn, Judy Hallquist, Joyce Snyder, Jim Marshall, Angel & Brent, Ron 



9 
 

Reglin, Aiden, Esther Hicks, Brenda Nailor, and those we name aloud or in our 

hearts...brief silence… . Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this 

congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for 

those who have gone before us especially Ruby Wagner. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Loving God, send your Holy Spirit to guide the ministry we share with 

Immanuel. Inspire us towards unity, friendship, and service in Your Holy name. 

Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office by phone or email. 
 

Peace     P: The peace of Christ be with you all.         C: And, also with you! 
 

 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace however you feel comfortable. 
 

 

The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

 

MEAL 

Offering 

General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or 

depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul 

receive a weekly Children’s Offering.  

Their offering for October will support the Goodfellows of Lee County.  

We thank the children and youth for their help collecting the children’s offering!   
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Offering Hymn:         

             “To God Our Thanks We Give”     Sing 4X    Screen or ELW #682 
 

 
 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

 

Offering Prayer                                                                                Screen  
A: Let us pray. God of creation, 

C: you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 

 

 

Holy Communion 
P: The Lord be with you.                           C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.                                 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  
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Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying “Take and eat, this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink 

saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                           Screen 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

The congregation is invited to be seated. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for 

you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond, “amen”.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church and the ELCA practice “open table” communion. This is Christ’s 

table; Jesus is our host. Everyone is invited and welcome to receive Holy Communion! 
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Communion Hymns:   “Lamb of God, Come Take Away”           Screen 
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                   “Now We Join in Celebration”       Screen or  ELW #462  

 
reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141  
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                                         “Come, Let Us Eat”            Screen or  ELW #491 

 
   reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141  

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  C: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion                                                                 Screen  
A: Let us pray. Sustaining God, 

C: with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 

your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs 
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of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 

we pray. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of 

Christ Jesus.  C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit.  C: Amen. 

P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn:    

            “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”     Screen or ELW #873 vs. 1,2,3 & 6        

 
       Public Domain 

 

Dismissal      A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                                                   
Leading Worship 

   Presider: Pastor Riley     Preacher: Pastor Anthony           

Musician: Kathy Sheridan    Worship Assistants:  Saturday: Joyce Craney  Sunday: Laurie Perry    
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028479. 

"Music Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License Annual License #A-730141."  New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. 



16 
 

St. Paul Announcements 
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org  phone: 815-288-2757  

Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504   pastoragwindau@gmail.com 

 Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145   pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
 

This week’s altar flowers are in honor of David Weaver’s baptism 

by the Rodgers & Marco families. 
 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
TODAY Sunday, 10/11:     Sunday School / Youth Group 9:30 am – 10:30 am  

Worship Service 10:45 am worship assistant: Laurie Perry  

     Clery Appreciation day  

Executive Council  

Monday, 10/12:       Church Office Closed   

    No Joint Book Study  

Tuesday, 10/13:       Joint Staff Meeting 8:00 am at Immanuel      

           Line Dancing 9:00 am 

 Social Ministry 10:00 am  

Wednesday, 10/14:          Thrivent/Finance Committee meeting 2:30 pm  

Praise Band rehearsal 5:30 pm  

Thursday, 10/15:       Chair Yoga 11:00 am 

    Joint Book Study 11:00 am at Immanuel  

Saturday, 10/17:      Worship 5:30 pm at Immanuel     

Sunday, 10/18:        Sunday School / Youth Group 9:30 am – 10:30 am  

Worship Service 10:45 am Praise Band worship assistant: Patti Larsen 

Donut pick up   

     Joint Confirmation class 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm at Immanuel    

Sign up in the Gathering Area to provide a trunk or volunteer  
 

St. Paul and Immanuel sent 
113 quilts, 28 personal care 
kits, 60 school kits, and 50 
baby care kits to LWR! Thank 
you to everyone for your help by supplying 
items and giving your time and muscle to 
these worthy missions of the ELCA. We were 
able to donate 12 quilts to the Young Mother’s 
Program at the Lee County Health 

Department and have money left to pay for the cleaning of our machines and perhaps be able to 
donate money to help with shipping of all the items. Thank you! A special thanks goes to Patty and 
Dan Hallquist and John Strom for driving our 33 boxes to Rockford. What a great shared mission for 
our churches! 

 

Church Office closed Monday, October 12 ~ No Joint Book Study at Immanuel on Monday 
 

We remember Ruby Wagner who passed away on October 4th 

Today's 

worship is 

livestreamed 

on Facebook 

and archived 

on YouTube.  

If ever you 

miss a service, 

you can join us 

online! 
 

mailto:office@stpauldixon.org
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