
St. Paul Epistle September 2026 
What’s in a Name? 

 

One of my favorite digital creators I have recently stumbled across is “Mini Philosophy.” In brief 

videos, Jonny explains philosophical ideas and authors in accessible ways. I have bookmarked 

many of his videos! In one video from a few weeks ago, Jonny explores German philosopher 

Hegel and the concept of recognition. 

In it, Jonny explains how it can be annoying, frustrating, and even painful to be called the wrong 

name, especially if done on purpose. Hegel explains why: ‘humans need [not want, but need!] to 

be recognized by another consciousness’ which is a fancy way of saying “another person.” Hegel 

via Jonny continues, ‘we do not live alone, but connected.’ Humans inherently live in relationship 

with others. We present ourselves in the way we want to be recognized. ‘We want to be seen by 

others in the way we want to be seen.’ 

When that identity is ignored, we can get upset. This is something I have, apparently, known for a 

long time. A story that my dad loves to tell is that when I was in kindergarten, my teacher, Mrs. 

Ires, called on me to answer a question but called me “Tony.” As dad tells it, young Anthony stood 

up and looking around the room said, “Tony? I don’t see any Tonys here!” After all, I am named 

after Saint Anthony.  

Our names are deeply personal. Many have stories connected to them, and if we’ve chosen a new 

name there is often profound reason behind the change. When we introduce ourselves, we state 

how we want to be recognized. Jonny and Hegel explain that to ignore that is sometimes an 

attempt to create or force a reality or identity different than that which we chose. For example, 

disregarding someone’s title can be a sign of disrespect or using a nickname when the person 

doesn’t like it can be rude. 

I have heard before that there is nothing sweeter than to hear our own name. Which is why I do 

my very best to greet you all by name. Our congregations and communities grow stronger when 

we learn each other’s names. We go from strangers in the pews to siblings in Christ! God calls us 

each by name, for the Good Shepherd knows His sheep. 

As Lutherans, we believe that those called to the ministry of Word and Sacrament (pastors) are set 

apart. By nature of our calling, we occupy different roles and relationships than others. To be a 

pastor is to represent the presence of God, proclaim the Gospel, and rightly administer the 

Sacraments. Though our collars and stoles come off, we are never truly off-the-clock, because this 

calling is part of our identity. To distinguish this, we are given a legal title through ordination, 

Reverend. And, more importantly in my opinion, the relational title, Pastor. Which is why we 

prefer to be called Pr. Anthony and Pr. Riley. Calling us “pastor” helps reinforce the spiritual 



relationship and recognizes the office to which we’ve been called. To ignore the title and call us 

“Anthony” or “Riley,” breaks the relationship. Which seems to say that we are not your pastors. It 

breaks the reality of our calling to walk alongside you. This is not a matter of vanity, but a matter 

of relationship because it truly is our duty and our joy to serve as your pastors.  

I’ll note too, that those called to the ministry of Word and Service (Deacons) also receive the title 

of “Reverend” when ordained but are often called “Deacon” in the parish. 

So, what is in a name? A lot! Names have deep meaning, and we all like hearing our names 

because hearing our names means we belong and are known. I wonder, what’s the meaning behind 

your name? Anyone else named after saints like I am? 

Peace, 

Pr. Anthony  

   Worship Assistants Serving in September    
     Saturday September 5 ~ at Immanuel    Sunday September 6 ~ Robin Colglazier 
     Saturday September 12 ~ Lester Hallquist  Sunday September 13  ~  Sherry McCarter   
     Saturday September 19 ~ at Immanuel        Sunday September 20 ~ Glen Hughes 
     Saturday September 26 ~  Marian Myers    Sunday September 27 ~ Patti Larsen 
 

 

We remember those who passed away in August 

Barb Stom,  

Carolyn Marshall, 

and Willa Huffman.       
 

 

WELCA Coffee 

Wednesday, September 9th  ~ 9 am  

Come enjoy a homemade breakfast, hot coffee 
and inspiring conversation. 

All are invited and welcome to attend!     

 
      The Church Office will be closed  

         Monday September 7, 2026 

 

 

We will soon be adding a password to our guest wifi. Watch for 

signs in the Gathering Area for the updated information.   

 



Have You Ever Wondered Why We Do that in Worship? 
Did you know that practically everything we do in worship has a reason behind it, a 

tradition attached to it, and roots in scripture? Sometimes people say worship is 
boring or liturgy is stuffy. But I am convinced that once we learn the deep meaning 

behind the things we do, you will have a new appreciation for worship, tradition, and 
liturgy. During the month of  September we will be utilizing an expanded bulletin 

which will have the reasons behind everything we do written in the margins.  
Pr. Anthony and Pr. Riley will also explain other practices and traditions during 

worship. So if  you’ve got questions, bring them!  
I know you’ll learn something new. ~ Pr. Anthony 

        

 

Happy Birthday  
 

1 Beverley Eykamp, LaDonna Groshans                                                                                                       
10 Verna Sagmoe, Philip Garnhart                                                                                                                      
11 Cody Pitchford                                                                                                                                                                
15 Lester Hallquist                                                                                                                                                     
16 Lanieta Stiles, Curtis Hussung, Lorraine Hussung                                                                                            
17 Sue Wilson                                                                                                                                                 
18 Evelyn Cornwell                                                                                                                                                  
24 Cristiano Garcia                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

  

WELCA Northern Illinois Synod 
Annual Convention 

Saturday, September 19th 
(registgration forms are available in the Gathering Area) 

 
Dixon Habitat for Humanity 

Joint work day ~ Saturday, September 19th 

Sign up sheet is available in the Gathering Area.  

 
We Want YOUR Input! 

The St. Paul and Immanuel partnership will soon turn two years old. 
The pastors and congregation councils want to take this 

opportunity to reflect on the mission we’ve accomplished together 
and discern a path for the years to come. The pastors have created 

this survey, and we are asking all members to complete them.  
It is available online via your email or this link 

https://forms.gle/YXHVw71ZnfXRnDgD8.  
Paper copies can be found in the Gathering Area.  

Please return completed paper copies to the pastors or church offices. 

https://forms.gle/YXHVw71ZnfXRnDgD8


 



Breakfast and a Trip to the Museum 

For two years I have wondered what the 

building across from St. Paul was.  

To my surprise, I learned it is the  

Northwest Territory Historic Center.  

Still, I have never seen anyone go in or out 

of it. Well, after chatting with some folks, I 

learned it does in fact operate and even has 

some cool exhibits. I want to check it out.  

So, let’s make a date of it! On Thursday, September 10th at 9am we will gather at St. Paul 

in the Fellowship Hall for some breakfast (made by me!) and then we’ll walk over to the 

museum. Please RSVP so I know how much food to make. Admission to the museum is 

free, but a $5 donation is suggested. -Pr. Anthony 

 
 

 
 

September 11 & 12    9 am to 2 pm    

Benefits those attending the Youth Gathering 
 

 

 

From Immanuel:  Some of the quilts that were made this year will be out 
on display on September 19th and 20th at Immanuel.  

They will available for purchase for $20.  
Buy one for yourself or someone you love, or donate your $20  

and we will give a quilt to a charity here in Dixon. 
 

 

It’s time for the ingathering of quilts in our area. We need to get our quilts, health kits, 

baby kits and school kits to Zion Lutheran Church in Rockford on October 3rd or 4th. If 

you can help in this mission by providing a truck or trailer to transfer them to Rockford, 

or by providing your muscles to help get the boxes into the vehicle, it would be greatly 

appreciated. Please give Kirsten a call or text to volunteer. (815-973-1855) 
 

 

 

Save the Date…  

Ross Jallo Organ Concert 

Sunday, November 8th at 2 pm 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
421 S. Peoria Avenue 
Dixon, IL   61021 
Email:  office@stpauldixon.org 
Website:  www.stpauldixon.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Phone: 815-288-2757 
Email: pastoragwindau@gmail.com   
           pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
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Staff 
 

Rev. Riley Reed-Windau & Rev. Anthony Windau 
Co-Pastors 

 

Gerad Von Holten - Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries 

 
Rhonda Thomas - Secretary 

 
Brenda Nailor & Sharon Colglazier - General Funds 

Treasurers 
 

Lorraine Hussung - Special Funds Treasurer 
 

 
 

Church Council 
 

Robin Colglazier – President 
Linda Patterson – Vice President 

Patty Hallquist – Secretary 
Jeanette McWethy 

Cyndi Starr 
Char Huff 
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