
 
 
 

St. Paul Epistle October 2026 
 

“All Things of Creation are Children of the Father…” 
 

October 4th is the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi! St. Francis is the patron saint of many things, 

but is often known to us in the Protestant church as the patron saint of animals.  

 

 So Who Was St. Francis? 

 St. Francis of Assisi was a church mystic and author known for his humility, service to the poor, 

and connection to the natural world. He grew up in a wealthy family, but chose to abandon that life to 

focus on simplicity and devotion. He later established the Franciscan Order, which is a Catholic order 

that focuses on a life of prayer, devotion, mission, and service to the poor. He was named the patron 

saint of ecology in 1979 by Pope John Paul II because of his reverence for nature. The Canticle of the 

Creatures is one of St. Francis’s most famous works (the other would be the Prayer of Saint Francis, 

which begins, “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,”). These first few stanzas illustrate the 

nature of the Canticle of the Creatures:  

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, yours is the praise, the glory and the honor and every 

blessing. 

To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no one is worthy to speak your name. 

Praised be you, my Lord with all your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day 

through whom you bring us light. 

And he is lovely, shining with great splendor, for he heralds you, Most High. 

 One of my favorite stories about St. Francis is that when he preached, even the animals would 

listen! Birds would come down from the sky, fish would linger near the boat, and a wolf promised that it 

would change its ways of terrorizing a village.  

 

                Blessing of the Animals 

 Because of St. Francis’s commitment to nature and his love for animals, churches around the 

world celebrate earth and critters with a Pet or Animal Blessing on or near his Feast Day. Last year we 

held a pet blessing for Immanuel and St. Paul, but sadly, this year, Pr. Anthony will be out of town, and 

Pr. Riley won’t be able to wrangle everything on her own. So we are providing you with the resources so 

that you may bless your beloved critters at home. I have included three blessings: 1) a general pet 

blessing, 2) a prayer and blessing for beloved pets who have passed away in the past year, and 3) a 

general prayer in thanks for all of God’s creation for those of you who don’t have pets in your house.  

 God’s creation is, indeed, “lovely, shining with great splendor,” and may this article be a reminder 

to slow down and appreciate that which God has lovingly made.  



Also, know that the pastors will always be available to do house calls in case you have a pet you 

would like personally blessed by one of us.        

Peace, 

-Pr. Riley  

                                         General Pet Blessing 
 

[critter’s name], you were created by God, and you are loved by God.  May you and your human family 

experience joy and companionship together, and continue to be a blessing to each other. 

(You may make the sign of the cross on their foreheads or over them during the blessing.)  

 
A Prayer of Thanks for the Lives of the Critters We Have Lost 

(From Blessing of the Animals, by Diana L. Guerrero) 
 

[critter’s name] was a living blessing. His/Her/Their presence brought joy and light into our home, to 

our friends, and to our family. Although we are sad at the loss of his/her/their physical self, the 

memories will live with us forever. Those recollections will continue to bring smiles to our faces, and 

warm our hearts. [critter’s name], we thank God for bringing you into this world and into our lives. The 

joy and companionship of an animal is unparalleled, and you have deeply touched us. We will never 

forget you and pray that we see you again in another place, another time. Amen.  

 
A Prayer for Flora and Fauna 

(From Blessing of the Animals, by Diana L. Guerrero) 
 

We pray for the flora and fauna of this world. May all thrive and flourish. Remind us to care for all living 

things. Increase our bonds with the beasts, wild and tame. Impart tenderness in the hearts of humans 

toward all our animal relations. May we evolve into the stewards they need. Allow us to become astute 

students to their teachings and examples. Let us become one with all creation and rejoice in that 

connection. Amen 

     

 
 
 

Worship Assistants Serving in October     

     Saturday October 3 ~ at Immanuel        Sunday October 4 ~ Linda Patterson 

     Saturday October 10 ~ Joyce Craney       Sunday October 11 ~ Laurie Perry    

     Saturday October 17 ~ at Immanuel           Sunday October 18 ~ Patti Larsen 

     Saturday October 24 ~ Lester Hallquist        Sunday October 25 ~ Sherry McCarter 

     Saturday October 31 ~ at Immanuel      Sunday November 1 ~ Laurie Perry    

 

 



 
 

Happy Birthday  
 

4 Robert Conley, John Cover                                                                                                                              
9 Martha McWethy  
13 Jim Marshall                                                                                                                                     
17 Debra White                                                                                                                                     
18 Peggy Grobe                                                                                                                                                      
21 Connie Laidig                                                                                                                                              
24 Debra Liebzeit                                                                                                                                                    
25 Leo Patterson                                                                                                                                         

 
We have updated the birthday list from our digital directory.  

Please adjust your privacy settings and update your birthday if you would like it listed in the Epistle.  
If you need help please contact the church office. 

 
“Be thou, comforted, little dog, thou too in the Resurrection 

 shall have a little golden tail” 
 ~ Martin Luther  

 

Fun Facts: Martin Luther loved beer and dogs.  
His dog’s name was Tölpel.   



Thank You 
Thank you to the dozen+ people who attended the Breakfast and Museum trip. It was lots of fun to 
connect and go see the Northwest Territory Historic Center. If you've never been, I recommend it!  

- Pr. Anthony 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To all who donated items for the LWR School Kits 

To all who helped pack the LWR School Kits 

To all who helped with the Rummage Sale  

To all who volunteered for the Joint Habitat for 
Humanity workday.  

 

YOU ARE APPRECIATED!! 
 
 

 

Daylight Savings time  

ends  

Sunday November 1st 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Church Office will be closed 
Monday, October 12th 

 

 
 



                             
 

        Sunday  
October 11th 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Invite a friend 
and plan to 
attend…   



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
421 S. Peoria Avenue 
Dixon, IL   61021 
Email:  office@stpauldixon.org 
Website:  www.stpauldixon.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Phone: 815-288-2757 
Email: pastoragwindau@gmail.com   
           pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Rev. Riley Reed-Windau & Rev. Anthony Windau 
Co-Pastors 

 

Gerad Von Holten - Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries 

 
Rhonda Thomas - Secretary 

 
Brenda Nailor & Sharon Colglazier - General Funds 

Treasurers 
 

Lorraine Hussung - Special Funds Treasurer 
 

 
 

Church Council 
 

Robin Colglazier – President 
Linda Patterson – Vice President 

Patty Hallquist – Secretary 
Jeanette McWethy 

Cyndi Starr 
Char Huff 
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