St. Paul Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Advent November 30, 2025

GATHERING
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Advent Candle Lighting (light one blue candle)

R: Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war
into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace;
you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is
dawning.

R: As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in
your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of
peace.

R: O house of Jacob, come, C: let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting Song / Hymn
"He Came Down”  Screen or ELW #253 v. 1 only
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Children’s Message



Please rise in body or spirit

Confession and Forgiveness Screen
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth,

whose salvation is sure.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Long-expected God,

C: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on
the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent
among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God's own
righteousness. ++ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to
welcome the Savior.

C: Amen.
Gathering Song “My Lord, What a Morning” Screen or ELW #438
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My Lord, what a morn-ing; my Lord, what a morn - ing; oh,
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1 You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,

3  You will hear the Chris-tian shout,
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual
Public Domain Reprinted and streamed by permission under One License #A-730141
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

Hymn of Praise “Glory to God” Screen
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give you thanks,

we praise you for your glo -1y,
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Lord God, Lamb of God,
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ,

C: and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers
of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The congregation is invited fo be seated.
WORD

First Reading — Isaiah 2:1-5 Screen
A: A reading from the book of Isaiah.
A:1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2|n days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
50O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm — Psalm 122 Screen
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.
A: 1l was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
C: Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.



A: Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
C: to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
A: For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
C: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
A:Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
C: For the sake of my kindred and companions,
| pray for your prosperity.
A:Because of the house of the Lord our God,
| will seek to | do you good.”

Second Reading —Romans 13:11-14 Screen

A: A reading from the book of Romans.

A: 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us walk decently as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation Screen
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Gospel — Matthew 24:36-44 Screen

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 24th chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord!

P: [Jesus said to the disciples,] 3¢ *About that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days
of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3 and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 9 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be

left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one
will be left. 2Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Chirist.

The congregation is invited to be seated

Sermon
Please rise in body or spirit.



Hymn of the Day “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” Screen or ELW#436
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men

2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all her

3 Glo -1 - a! Let heav’n a - dore you! Let saints and
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an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of pearl, twelve por - tals gleam - ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris'n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - ry. There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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go, meet the bride - groom, who draws near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite

Music: WACHET AUF., Philipp Nicolai

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Public Domain Reprinted and streamed by permission with permission under One License #A-730141

7



Apostles’ Creed Screen or ELW pg. 1056
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession Screen
P: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
A brief silence.

A: God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your
ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

P.: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation.
Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around
us. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

A: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast
out words of hate and transform them into words for building up community.
Remake implements of war to sow peace. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing especially Roger Asplund, Eva Cowley,
Barb Strom, Deb Liebzeit, Chase Flynn, Connie Clayton, Bonnie Bollman, Connie



Laidig and those we name aloud or in our hearts. . . brief silence.. Surround all
with care and consolation. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

A: God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists,
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the
last, bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness
make a home. God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

C: Amen.

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office by phone or email.
Peace P:The peace of Christ be with you all. C: And, also with you!

Please share a sign of Christ’'s peace however you feel comfortable.
The congregation is invited to be seated.

MEAL
Offering

General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or
depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul
receive a weekly Children’s Offering. Their offering this month will support the LSSI Holiday
Hope Chest. We thank the children and youth for their help collecting the children’s offering!



Offering Song “Give Thanks” Screen
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556

Please rise in body or spirit.
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Offering Prayer Screen
P: Nourishing God,

C: you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal,
satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of
your kingdom come. Amen.

Holy Communion Screen
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all fimes and in alll
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution
P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying “Take and eat, this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for alll
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

Distribution of Holy Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ,
given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
Each person may respond, “amen”.

St. Paul Lutheran Church and the ELCA practice “open table” communion.
This is Christ’s table; Jesus is our host. Everyone is invited and welcome to receive Holy
Communion!

Communion Songs Lamb of God Screen
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“One Bread, One Body” Screen or ELW #496
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one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Please rise in body or spirit

Post Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. C: Amen.
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Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray, God our host,

C: at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

SENDING
Blessing

P: May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always. C: Amen.

Sending Song “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” Screen or ELW #244
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 166()—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
Public Domain Reprinted and streamed by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556
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Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Keep awake. C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Leading Worship
Musician: Kathy Sheridan
Preacher: Pastor Anthony Presider: Pastor Riley
Worship Assistant: Joyce Craney  Youth Worship Helpers: Luis, Honnah, & Rafael

Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #SAS028479. "Music Copyright. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License

Annual License #A-730141." New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Today's Altar flowers were given by Jim & Carolyn Marshall

St. Paul Announcements
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org phone: 815-288-2757
Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am — 1:30 pm
Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504 pastoragwindauv@gmail.com
Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145 pastorreedwindau@gmail.com

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, 11/30: Christmas Program rehearsal 9:30 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service 10:45 am (Advent begins)
Monday, 12/1: Prayer Team 10:00 am Today's worship is
Line Dancing 5:00 pm livestreamed on
Property Committee 6:00 pm Facebook and
Tuesday, 12/2: Line Dancing 9:00 am archived on
Joint Staff Meeting at Immanuel 9:00 am YouTube.

Wednesday, 12/3:  Care Ministry 10:00 am
Worship & Music Committee 1:00 pm
Christian Ed/Faith Formation Meeting 3:00 pm

If ever you miss a
service, you can join

X us online!
Thursday, 12/4: Chair Yoga 11:00 am
Saturday, 12/6: Worship 5:30 pm at Immanuel
Sunday, 12/7: Christmas Program rehearsal 9:30 am - 10:30 am

Worship Service 10:45 am (worship assistant: Robin Colglazier)
Joint Confirmation Class 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at St. Paul

Sunday December 14t ~ children youth Christmas program /worship

WELCA Coffee Wednesday, December 10t at 9:00 am
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MIDWEEK ADVENT DEVOTIONS

WAITING FOR
HOPE, PEACE, JOY, & LOVE

NOON ON WEDNESDAYS
ST. PAUL & TMMANUEL FACEBQOK PAGES

The LSSI Giving Tree and the Goodfellow Gift
Giving Tree are in the Gathering Area.

All women of Immanuel Lutheran and St. Paul
are invited to the
Mary Circle Christmas luncheon
on Dec. 4th, 11:30AM, at the River’s Edge.
You do not haveto be a Circle member to join
us. Please contact Dianna Toms at: (815)-
288-5654, by noon on the 2nd if you are
joining.
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