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The End of the Honeymoon 

Every pastor knows that the first year of a new call is the “easiest.” Most people are on their best 

behavior as everyone gets to know each other, while others try to test the new pastor to see what kind 

of a leader they’ll be. By the end of the first year those that don’t like the new minister have left, and 

new people show up. Think of it like the honeymoon period in a new relationship—the new pastor can 

do no wrong! One of our seminary professors teaches that we shouldn’t change anything within the 

first year and preferably not for the first two or three! 

Well… Reality is always different than in a classroom. As we approach the one-year mark of Pr. Riley 

and I starting at St. Paul and Immanuel, it is safe to say our honeymoon period is over. As 

congregations and as pastors we’ve seen a lot of change in 365 days. We have overcome challenges 

together as we figure out what it means to be “Two Churches, One Mission.” We’ve had great joys 

together, like the combined outdoor worship at Lowell Park and the continued success of St. 

Paul/Immanuel Youth programs working together. And we have said goodbye to friends and 

welcomed new people. All these are natural changes in ministry and at some level are expected. 

A quick story on people leaving. My two favorite reasons I’ve heard are these: First, Pr. Riley and I 

are too young. This person didn’t like being “preached at by someone my grandchildren’s age.” Never 

mind the fact we’re seminary trained and have prior experience. Second, one person refuses to come 

back to church until I “get off the floor and preach from the pulpit!” I guess preaching from a music 

stand isn’t reverent enough. Ah, well! 

Honeymoon or not, through it all we have remained church together, united in the ministry God has 

set before us and it is an honor and privilege to serve as co-pastors of St. Paul and Immanuel Lutheran 

Churches. There is much to look forward to in coming year, and we will face whatever challenges 

come our way as opportunities to best love God and love one another. 

I will leave you with this quote from Pr. Mark Elsdon, a Presbyterian minister in Madison, WI. This is 

from his book, We Aren’t Broke: Uncovering Hidden Resources for Mission and Ministry. “…God has 

not declined. God’s love, God’s justice, God’s care for all of creation is as strong as it has always 

been. God is at work in the world right now with all of what we have and despite all of what we 

perceive to be missing. … There is no better time for us to dream big and take some risks” (166). 

In gratitude, 

Pr. Anthony 

 



Worship Assistants Serving in November  

Saturday November 1 ~ at Immanuel     Sunday November 2 ~ Sherry McCarter    

Saturday November 8  ~ Lester Hallquist    Sunday November 9 ~ Patti Larsen 

   Saturday November 15 ~ at Immanuel      Sunday November 16 ~ Glen Hughes 

   Saturday November 22~ Linda Patterson   Sunday November 23 ~ Marian Myers 

   Saturday November 29 ~ at Immanuel     Sunday November 30 ~ Joyce Craney 
 

 

                     WELCA Coffee 

 Wednesday, November 12th   9:00 am  

in the fellowship hall. All are welcome!  

Enjoy hot coffee, inspiring fellowship, and a tasty 

breakfast!   

 
Out and About has had very little attendance for the          

last few months so the decision has been made to no 
longer plan to gather for lunch each month. 

May all who have joined us over the years remember the 
many warm friendly lunches we shared. 

It was a great way to get to know one another better! 
~  Blessings, Beverley Eykamp 

 
       
 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

Watch the bulletin and 

Gathering Area 

Announcements for 

information on ordering 

Christmas Poinsettias.  

 



The LSSI Giving Tree will start 
November 1.                                 

There will be envelopes on the tree. 
 

The Goodfellow gift giving will start 
November 1 because the gifts need to 

be taken to Goodfellows by  
December 3. Please buy your gifts 
early. There will be no cards on the 

tree, but the boxes will still be around 
the tree. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

30 dozen cookies to benefit Rock River Hospice & Home at the Festival of Trees. 
 

Please sign up in the Gathering Area with how many dozen cookies you will bake. Then 

bring your cookies to the church kitchen on Friday November 14th by 8:30 am so they can 

be delivered to Sterling by 9:00 am. Thank you for your help with this important project. 

 



   The Church Office               
will be Closed               

Tuesday, November 11th & 
Thursday, November 27th.   

 

We celebrate with those who have a November birthday. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                        

2 Robert Mezo                                                                                                                                                         

6 Sarah Day, Sookie LeBlanc                                                                                                                               

7 Dorinda Dyche                                        

8 Sandi Baar                                                                                                                                             

9 Dennis Moore, Donald Sutton                                                                                                                 

15 Kelsie Day                                                                                                                                               

16 Aaron Moats                                                                                                                                           

17 Linda Patterson                                                                                                                                                

19 Charles Zimmerman, Della Lou Weaver                                                                                                                                            

22 Sharon Colglazier, Lori Swartz      
                                                                                                            

 St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
    We are deeply grateful for your generous support of our 
Tools for Schools program. Your kindness is helping 
ensure that every student starts the year prepared and 
ready to learn! Thank you for investing in their future!  
                                                                    ~ Tools for Schools 

 
 

   

St. Paul & Immanuel Advent Tea 

Sunday, November 23rd 

2:00 pm at St. Paul 
 

It is a great time to relax, enjoy the company of 

women, have a few treats and remember the real 

reason for the season before the work begins.  
 

Sign up in the Gathering Area by Sunday, November 16th.   
If you’d like to help by making two dozen cookies or bars 

for the Tea, there is a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area.  

  



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 

 
     

 
We remember the saints who died this past year, who now rest with our Lord.  

We also give thanks to God for all our loved ones who have departed this life for 
their witness to God's love. 

 

Members of St. Paul and their families remember our loved ones: 
Judith Kay Hulbert, (January 10, 2025) 
Rodney Bollman, (January 29, 2025) 

Rose Hamill (July 10, 2025) 
Ron Wagner (July 10. 2025) 
Ethel Steder (July 26, 2025) 
Tim Stiens (August 6, 2025) 

Jean Glessner (October 11, 2025) 
Karen Wagner (2020) 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
421 S. Peoria Avenue 
Dixon, IL   61021 
Email:  office@stpauldixon.org 
Website:  www.stpauldixon.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Phone: 815-288-2757 
Email: pastoragwindau@gmail.com   
           pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Staff 
 
Rev. Riley Reed-Windau & Rev. Anthony Windau 

 Co-Pastors 
 

Gerad Von Holten - Director of Youth and 
   Family Ministries 
 
Rhonda Thomas - Secretary  
 
Brenda Nailor & Sharon Colglazier - General Funds 
Treasurers 
 
Lorraine Hussung - Special Funds Treasurer 
 

 
 

Church Council 
 

Robin Colglazier – President 
Patty Hallquist – Vice President 

Joyce Craney – Secretary 
Carol Moats 

Jeanette McWethy 
Julie Pitchford 

Linda Patterson 
Cyndi Starr 
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